AGENDA
WYTHEVILLE TREE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MEETING

THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2026 AT 8:30 AM

CounciL CHAMBERS - 150 EAST MONROE STREET
WYTHEVILLE, VA 24382

CALL TO ORDER - CHAIRWOMAN TAMMY JENKINS

ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM - CHAIRWOMAN TAMMY JENKINS

APPROVAL OF AGENDA (requires a motion and roll call vote)

CONSENT AGENDA

A. Minutes of the regular meeting of February 12, 2026 (requires a motion and vote)
OTHER BUSINESS

A. Update from Landscape Architect/Grants Administrator John Woods regarding the
Town's current and upcoming projects

B. Update from Parks and Recreation staff regarding the potential tree identification
plaques in Withers Park and Crystal Springs

C. Update from Public Works staff regarding an inquiry about Wytheville Community
College (WCC) students assisting Town staff in the completion of a tree inventory for
trees located on the Town's rights-of-ways

D. Review of current and upcoming Tree Advisory Committee vacancies
E. Miscellaneous

ADJOURNMENT
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MINUTES

WYTHEVILLE TREE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MEETING
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2026 AT 8:30 AM

CounciL CHAMBERS, 150 EAST MONROE STREET
WYTHEVILLE, VA 24382

1. UNAPPROVED MINUTES

RE: ATTENDANCE

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Tammie Lowry, Alma Watson, Tammy Jenkins, DeAnne Irving, Hunter Stuart, Derek
Williams

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Lee Johnson, Tim Whalen, Don Spiller (Honorary Member)

OTHERS PRESENT:

Mayor Beth Taylor, Deputy Clerk Lauren Bedwell, Landscape Architect/Grants
Administrator John Woods, Public Works Director Kevin Hackler, Public Works
Supervisor/Arborist Tony Duncan, Public Works Staff Caleb Preston

RE: CALL TO ORDER

Chairwoman Lowry called the meeting to order.

2. RE: ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM

Chairwoman Lowry established that a quorum of Committee members was present.

3. RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Chairwoman Lowry advised that the next agenda item is the Approval of Agenda. She
inquired if there was a motion to approve the agenda as presented.

Motion made by Vice-Chairwoman Watson, Seconded by Ms. Irving. Chairwoman Lowry
inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion was
approved with the following voting results, by roll call vote: Voting Yea: Mr. Williams, Ms.
Jenkins, Ms. Irving, Chairwoman Lowry, Vice-Chairwoman Watson, Mr. Stuart.

4. RE: CONSENT AGENDA

A. RE: MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 13, 2025
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Chairwoman Lowry presented the consent agenda consisting of the minutes of the
regular meeting of November 13, 2025. She inquired if there was a motion to approve
the minutes of the regular meeting of November 13, 2025, as presented.

Motion made by Ms. Jenkins, Seconded by Mr. Williams. Chairwoman Lowry inquired
if there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion was
approved with the following voting in favor, and there being no opposition: Voting
Yea: Chairwoman Lowry, Vice-Chairwoman Watson, Ms. Irving, Ms. Jenkins, Mr.
Stuart, Mr. Williams.

5. RE: ELECTION OF OFFICERS

A. RE: CHAIRPERSON

Chairwoman Lowry advised that the next agenda item is the election of a
Chairperson. She noted that, at this time, nominations will be taken.

A motion was made by Ms. Irving and seconded by Vice-Chairwoman Watson to
close the nominations and to elect Ms. Tammy Jenkins as the Wytheville Tree
Advisory Committee Chairperson for the year 2026. Chairwoman Lowry inquired if
there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion was approved
with the following voting results, by roll call vote: Voting Yea: Mr. Williams, Ms.
Jenkins, Ms. Irving, Chairwoman Lowry, Vice-Chairwoman Watson, Mr. Stuart.

Ms. Lowry then turned the meeting over to newly elected Chairwoman Jenkins.

B. RE:VICE-CHAIRPERSON

Chairwoman Jenkins advised that the next agenda item is the election of a Vice-
Chairperson. She noted that, at this time, nominations will be taken.

A motion was made by Ms. Lowry and seconded by Vice-Chairwoman Watson to
close the nominations and to elect Ms. DeAnne Irving as the Wytheville Tree
Advisory Committee Vice-Chairperson for 2026. Chairwoman Jenkins inquired if
there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion was approved
with the following voting results, by roll call vote: Mr. Williams, Chairwoman Jenkins,
Ms. Irving, Ms. Lowry, Vice-Chairwoman Watson, Mr. Stuart.

6. RE: OTHER BUSINESS

A. RE: CONSIDERATION OF A DATE, TIME AND LOCATION FOR THE 2026
ARBOR DAY CELEBRATION

Chairwoman Jenkins advised that the next agenda item is to consider setting a date,
time and location for the 2026 Arbor Day Celebration. Deputy Clerk Bedwell stated
that the 2026 date for Arbor Day is April 24. She noted that the time, date and
location of the Arbor Day Celebration is decided by the Tree Advisory Committee,
however, Public Works staff sometimes has suggestions regarding the best locations,
trees to be planted, etc. Public Works Supervisor/Arborist Tony Duncan advised that
in previous years, the Arbor Day Celebrations have been held around 10:00 a.m.,
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and that he would recommend planting a Princeton Elm tree and holding the Arbor
Day Celebration on the corner of East Franklin and Church Streets. Discussion was
held regarding the possible location of the 2026 Arbor Day Celebration and a
previous inquiry about planting a Princeton Elm to possibly be included in the Sons of
the American Revolution's 250th Liberty Tree Program.

A motion was made by Ms. Lowry and Seconded by Mr. Williams to hold the Town of
Wytheville's 2026 Arbor Day Celebration on Friday, April 24, 2026, at 10:00 a.m., on
the corner of East Franklin and Church Streets and to plant a Princeton Elm tree.
Chairwoman Jenkins inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. A brief
discussion was held regarding light refreshments being available at the Arbor Day
Celebration. There being no further discussion, the motion was approved with the
following voting in favor, and there being no opposition: Voting Yea: Chairwoman
Jenkins, Vice-Chairwoman Irving, Ms. Watson, Ms. Lowry, Mr. Stuart, Mr. Williams.

RE: DISCUSSON REGARDING EXPANDING THE SPECIMEN TREE PROGRAM
AND POTENTIAL GRANT OPPORTUNITIES FOR SPECIMEN TREE PLAQUES

Chairwoman Jenkins advised that the next agenda item is discussion regarding
expanding the Specimen Tree Program (STP) and potential grant opportunities for
the STP plaques. Mr. Stuart stated that, unfortunately, he had lost the information he
had gathered regarding this topic, due to a hard drive crash. He apologized for the
inconvenience and noted that he will continue to help in any way he can with this
topic. A brief discussion was held regarding using the $1,000 that is in the Tree
Committee budget to replace the plaques that were removed at Withers Park, due to
the grant information for the STP plaques being lost. It was the consensus of the
Tree Advisory Committee to have the Public Works Department obtain a quote for
the replacement of the plaques in Withers Park and bring it back to the May meeting
for further discussion. Mr. Williams inquired if the funds that are included in the
budget are added each year. Ms. Lowry stated that this is the first year that the Tree
Committee has had money included in the budget. Discussion was held regarding the
funds that are in the Tree Committee’s budget for the current fiscal year and the idea
of possibly requesting additional funds for the upcoming fiscal year for future projects.
Ms. Lowry inquired if the funds in their budget should be used for tree identification
plaques in Crystal Springs that were discussed in a previous meeting. Public Works
Supervisor/Arborist Tony Duncan stated that the Parks and Recreation Department
have been researching grant opportunities for tree identification plaques for the
Crystal Springs Area. A brief discussion was held regarding the tree identification
plagues in the Crystal Springs recreation area and the research that the Parks and
Recreation staff are working on for the plaques in Crystal Springs. It was the
consensus of the Committee to table this decision regarding the Crystal Springs tree
identification plaques until the next Tree Committee meeting.

RE: DISCUSSION REGARDING IDENTIFYING POTENTIAL TREES AT CRYSTAL
SPRINGS FOR NOMINATION TO THE SPECIMEN TREE PROGRAM

Chairwoman Jenkins advised that the next agenda item is discussion regarding
identifying potential trees at Crystal Springs for nomination to the Specimen Tree
Program (STP). Deputy Clerk Bedwell stated that the trees will have to be nominated
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and accepted into the STP. Chairwoman Jenkins noted that if a Committee member
will select which trees should be nominated, then she will nominate them for the
Specimen Tree Program.

RE: DISCUSSION REGARDING THE REQUEST TO REMOVE TREES LOCATED
IN THE 900 BLOCK OF WEST MONROE STREET

Chairwoman Jenkins advised that the next agenda item is discussion regarding the
request to remove trees located in the 900 block of West Monroe Street. Public
Works Director Hackler stated that several years ago, some citizens had planted
White Pine trees on the Town’s rights of way. He noted that these trees are a
common source of complaints from citizens, and that the trees are falling into
citizens’ yards, which is becoming a safety concern. Chairwoman Jenkins inquired if
these trees were healthy. Public Works Supervisor/Arborist Duncan stated that they
are not healthy. Chairwoman Jenkins inquired about replacing the White Pine trees if
they are removed. Public Works Director Hackler explained that they will not be
replacing the trees. He advised that the landowners are requesting the removal of
these trees. Chairwoman Jenkins inquired if it would be a good idea to try and utilize
the wood from the trees. Public Works Director Hackler noted that most people do
not use White Pine for firewood, that these trees are diseased and that this is why
they are falling. He commented that the Town is being tasked with the liability of
removing these trees for safety reasons. Public Works Director Hackler stated that
the Town did not plant these trees, and that the Public Works Department will be
given the responsibility of removing them, since they are on the Town’s rights of way.
Mr. Stuart inquired if the Town has any proactive policies regarding citizens planting
trees on Town rights-of-ways. Public Works Supervisor/Arborist Duncan stated that
the Town has an ordinance regarding tree planting. Mr. Stuart inquired if citizens
were held accountable when the ordinance was violated. Public Works
Supervisor/Arborist Duncan noted that they have enforced the ordinance in the past,
however, it is extremely difficult to keep an inventory of every tree that is located on
Town property. Mr. Stuart inquired if there were any measures that the Tree Advisory
Committee could implement to help the Public Works Department. Public Works
Supervisor/Arborist Duncan advised that a tree survey of every alleyway, in town,
would be helpful. Chairwoman Jenkins suggested education to the public on this
topic, as well as possibly adding information into the Town newsletter. Discussion
was held regarding the need for a Town tree inventory and ideas on creating an
inventory system. Mayor Taylor stated that she would reach out to Dean Sprinkle of
Wytheville Community College (WCC) regarding the idea of students being able to
receive community service hours by helping locate trees on the Town’s rights of ways
for a tree inventory system. There being no further discussion, Chairwoman Jenkins
inquired if there was a motion to recommend the removal of trees in the 900 block of
West Monroe Street.

Motion made by Ms. Lowry, Seconded by Chairwoman Jenkins. Chairwoman Jenkins
inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion was
approved with the following voting in favor, and there being no opposition: Voting
Yea: Chairwoman Jenkins, Vice-Chairwoman Irving, Ms. Watson, Ms. Lowry, Mr.
Stuart, Mr. Williams.
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D. RE: MISCELLANEOUS

Mr. Stuart announced his resignation from the Wytheville Tree Advisory Committee.
He proceeded to read his resignation letter into the record as follows:

‘Ms. Lowry, Committee Members Honorary Members, and Staff,

Please accept this letter as my formal resignation from the Town Tree Advisory
Committee, effective today, February 12, 2026. Due to increased personal and
professional responsibilities, | am unable to continue serving in this role.

| am grateful for the opportunity to serve our community and work alongside each of
you. | would also like to sincerely thank our Deputy Clerk for her exceptional attention
to detail, thorough preparation of each agenda, and steady leadership in guiding us
through every meeting. This opportunity to give back to this town and be a part of the
inner workings for the planning of future ecological wellness has been an honor and
one | hope to revisit in the future when the time is right.

Respectfully,

B. Hunter Stuart”

Chairwoman Jenkins inquired if there was any other discussion to come before the
committee at this time. Vice-Chairwoman Irving briefly presented information
regarding the Homegrown National Park Program.

7. RE: ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to be discussed. Chairwoman Jenkins adjourned the
meeting. (9:16 a.m.)

Tammy Jenkins, Chairwoman

Lauren E. Bedwell, Deputy Clerk
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Committee Vacancies/Reappointments

Tree Advisory Committee

Tammie Lowry — Expires 5/14/26 (Eligible for reappointment)
Alma Watson — Expires 5/14/26 (Not eligible for reappointment)
Lee Johnson — Expires 5/14/26 (Resigned)

Hunter Stuart — Expires 5/14/28 (Resigned)

ARTICLE IV. TREE ORDINANCE. - Sec. 13-77. Tree Advisory Committee
Establishment (a) Appointments, of the Code of the Town of Wytheville, Virginia, states
“Not less than five (5), and not more than nine (9), Tree Advisory Committee members
will serve at the at any given time.”

As of May 7, 2026, there have been no applications submitted from anyone wishing to
serve on the Tree Advisory Committee.
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