
 

AGENDA 

TREE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 08, 2024 AT 8:30 AM 

     CONFERENCE ROOM A, 150 EAST MONROE STREET  

WYTHEVILLE, VA 24382 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER - CHAIRWOMAN ALMA WATSON 

2. ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM - CHAIRWOMAN ALMA WATSON  

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA (requires motion and roll call vote) 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Minutes of the regular meeting of May 9, 2024 (requires motion and vote) 

5. OTHER BUSINESS 

A. Introduction of new members to the Wytheville Tree Advisory Committee 

B. Review of the purpose of the Wytheville Tree Advisory Committee 

C. Review of ongoing projects 

D. Discussion regarding the review and approval process for trees that have been 
nominated for the Specimen Tree Program 

6. ADJOURNMENT 
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CONSENT AGENDA 
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MINUTES 

TREE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY, MAY 09, 2024 AT 8:30 AM 

     CONFERENCE ROOM A, 150 EAST MONROE STREET  

WYTHEVILLE, VA 24382 
 

1. UNAPPROVED MINUTES  

RE: ATTENDANCE  

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Alma Watson, Tammie Lowry, Lee Johnson, David Richert (Electronically), Jim Cohen, 
Don Spiller (Honorary Member) 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Wythe Morris 

OTHERS PRESENT: 
Mayor Taylor, Deputy Clerk Lauren Bedwell, Planning Director John Woods, Public Works 
Supervisor Tony Duncan, Public Works Department Employee Caleb Preston 

RE: CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL FOR MEMBER TO PARTICIPATE 
ELECTRONICALLY 

Chairwoman Watson called the meeting to order and advised that Mr. David Richert 
desired to participate electronically in the meeting. She inquired if there was a motion to 
approve Mr. Richert to participate electronically in the regular meeting of the Tree Advisory 
Committee.  

Motion made by Vice-Chairwoman Lowry, Seconded by Ms. Johnson. Chairwoman 
Watson inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion 
was approved with the following voting in favor and there being no opposition: Voting Yea: 
Chairwoman Watson, Vice-Chairwoman Lowry, Ms. Johnson, Mr. Cohen.  

2. RE: ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM 

Chairwoman Watson established that a quorum of Committee members was present.  

3. RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

Chairwoman Watson advised that the next agenda item is the Approval of Agenda. She 
inquired if there was a motion to approve the agenda, as presented.  

Motion made by Ms. Johnson, Seconded by Vice-Chairwoman Lowry. Chairwoman 
Watson inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion 
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was approved with the following voting results, by roll call vote: Ms. Johnson, Vice-
Chairwoman Lowry, Mr. Cohen, Mr. Richert, Chairwoman Watson.  

4. RE: CONSENT AGENDA 

Chairwoman Watson presented the consent agenda consisting of the minutes of the 
regular meeting of February 8, 2024. She inquired if there was a motion to approve the 
consent agenda, as presented.  

Motion made by Ms. Johnson, Seconded by Ms. Lowry.  
Voting Yea: Chairwoman Watson, Vice-Chairwoman Lowry, Mr. Richert, Ms. Johnson, Mr. 
Cohen.  

5. RE: OTHER BUSINESS  

A. RE: REVIEW OF ONGOING PROJECTS 

Chairwoman Watson advised that the next agenda item is the review of ongoing 
projects. She stated that Planning Director Woods would give the Committee more 
information regarding this topic.  

Planning Director Woods gave an update on the progress of the Heritage Walk 
Improvement Project near the Wytheville Visitors Center and the steps that are 
needed to complete this project. He then discussed the Heritage Walk Museum 
Connector Sidewalk Project and stated that the Museum Connector Project will be 
put out to bid, hopefully, in early 2025. Planning Director Woods advised that the 
Town's Virginia Highway Safety Improvements Program (VSHIP) application for 
Monroe Street and Peppers Ferry Road has been approved. He stated that a project 
that was approved to improve crosswalks on Main Street will go out to bid in early 
2025, and that the Town is in the process of applying for funding for a sidewalk 
extension on North 4th Street between McDonald’s and the Northwinds Apartments.  

B. RE: DISCUSSION REGARDING THE DRAFT WYTHEVILLE TREE WALK 
BROCHURE 

Chairwoman Watson advised that the next agenda item is the discussion regarding 
the draft Wytheville Tree Walk brochure and the next steps that are needed for 
completion. She then reviewed the draft Wytheville Tree Walk brochure with the 
Committee members, and the process of how the Tree Subcommittee developed the 
draft brochure. Chairwoman Watson inquired if the Committee members had any 
questions or anything they would like to discuss regarding the draft brochure. Mr. 
Richert stated that he is very impressed with the work that has been done in creating 
the draft Wytheville Tree Walk brochure. Mr. Spiller advised that number 16 on the 
Tree Walk brochure, which is an Eastern Hemlock, is currently endangered and that 
he is afraid that the tree will need to be removed from the brochure. Chairwoman 
Watson stated that she spoke with the owner of that tree regarding it being 
nominated into the Specimen Tree Program and the current condition of the tree. A 
brief discussion continued regarding the Eastern Hemlock and ways to possibly 
regain the health of the tree. Mr. Cohen stated that he would like to recognize the 

4

Section 4, ItemA.



subcommittee for doing a great job and for their work pursuing the brochure, 
however, he would like to make changes to the layout of the map in the future. 
Discussion continued regarding the types of changes that could be made, in the 
future, to the layout of the map in the brochure to increase the clarity of the locations 
of the nominated trees.  

There being no further discussion regarding the Tree Walk brochure, a motion was 
made by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. Cohen to accept the Wytheville Tree 
Walk brochure as presented. Chairwoman Watson inquired if there was any 
discussion on the motion to accept the Tree Walk brochure as presented. There 
being none, the motion was approved with the following voting in favor and there 
being no opposition: Voting Yea: Chairwoman Watson, Vice-Chairwoman Lowry, Mr. 
Richert, Ms. Johnson, Mr. Cohen.  

A brief discussion was then held regarding the next steps for funding to print the Tree 
Walk brochure and how many brochures the Committee wants to print for the first 
time. It was the consensus of the Tree Advisory Committee to request printing quotes 
from different places and to print 200 copies of the brochure for the first time.  

C. RE: MISCELLANEOUS 

Chairwoman Watson advised that the next agenda item is Miscellaneous. She 
inquired if any of the Committee members had any miscellaneous topics they would 
like to discuss at this time. Mr. Spiller then discussed a list of possible trees that 
could be nominated for the Specimen Tree Program. Mr. Cohen inquired if there was 
a process for citizens to submit their trees for nomination into the Specimen Tree 
Program, and if there was a voting process to accept the nominated trees into 
program. Chairwoman Watson stated that there is an application for citizens and a 
voting process to nominate trees into the Specimen Tree Program. Discussion was 
held regarding the process of nominating trees for the Specimen Tree Program and 
the details of the voting process on nominated trees. It was the consensus of the 
Tree Advisory Committee to revisit the nomination and voting process at the next 
Committee meeting to review and discuss the process further.  

6. RE: ADJOURNMENT  

There being no further business to be discussed, a motion was duly made, seconded and 
carried out to adjourn the meeting. (9:16 a.m.) 

 

                                                                                                                                               
                                                                        Alma L. Watson, Chairwoman 

 

                                                                       
Lauren E. Bedwell, Deputy Clerk 
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INTRODUCTION OF 
NEW COMMITTEE 
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NEW WYTHEVILLE TREE ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

 Mr. Hunter Stuart – Appointed on May 28, 2024.  

 Ms. DeAnne Irving – Appointed on June 24, 2024. 

 Ms. Tammy Jenkins – Appointed on July 8, 2024.  

 Mr. Tim Whalen – Appointed on July 8, 2024.  
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 ORDINANCE NO. 1288 
 

At a regular meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Wytheville, Virginia, held 

in the Council Chambers on Monday, January 26, 2015, at 7:00 p.m. 

Present: Trenton G. Crewe, Jr., Jacqueline K. King, H. Judson Lambert, 
  William B. Weisiger, Thomas F. Hundley 
 
Absent: None  

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND REENACTING CHAPTER 13, STREETS, 

SIDEWALKS AND IMPROVEMENTS, OF THE TOWN CODE OF THE  
TOWN OF WYTHEVILLE, VIRGINIA, TO ADD ARTICLE IV. TREE ORDINANCE  

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Wytheville, Virginia, that 

Chapter 13, Streets, Sidewalks and Improvements, of the Town Code of the Town of 

Wytheville, Virginia, be amended and reenacted to add Article IV. Tree Ordinance, as 

follows: 

ARTICLE IV. TREE ORDINANCE 
 
Sec. 13-75 Purpose  

 
(a) Mission 
Recognizing the immeasurable value of trees and green spaces as they relate to 
the Town of Wytheville’s rich heritage, as well as their contribution to the natural, 
physical and aesthetic wellbeing of its citizens, serving as its stewards and 
caretakers, the Town Council does hereby establish a coordinated and organized 
approach to managing the urban forest resources of this community. 

 
(b) Scope 
The purpose of this ordinance is to define the Town of Wytheville’s role and 
jurisdiction in the establishment and care of its trees, shrubs, vines and other 
perennial vegetation growing on or over public rights of way or elsewhere on Town 
property, according to scientifically accepted practices, while providing for the 
safety and health of the Town’s citizens. 
 

Sec. 13-76 Definitions 
  
Canopy:  the spreading, leafed (or needled) branches of a tree or shrub. 
Crown spread:  the area that a tree canopy occupies. 
Dead tree:  a tree that contains no living tissue. 
Dieback:  a condition of a tree characterized by the presence and/or increasing 
number of dead branches. 
Easement: a negotiated interest in the land of another which allows the easement 
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holder specified uses or rights for the purpose of constructing and maintaining a 
public service, access, drainage, etc., without ownership of the land, which has 
been legally described in a registered deed. 
Growth habit:  the form, shape, and/or size of tree growth, i.e. upswept, weeping, 
spreading, columnar, etc. 
Hazard tree:  a tree, or any part thereof, which threatens the health, safety or 
general welfare of a person(s) or property, whether by falling objects, obstruction 
of visibility, obstruction of safe passage or other mode of action. 
Invasive species:  a tree, shrub or other plant that causes ecological or economic 
harm in a new environment where it is not native. 
Lean:  the extent to which the distribution of a tree’s mass differs from vertical.  
Usually measured in degrees. 
Mulching:  the practice of piling a thin layer of leaves, shredded bark, wood chips, 
or other decaying organic matter around the base of a tree or shrub. 
Nuisance tree:  a tree which adversely impacts any public utility, buried or 
overhead, including, but not limited to: water lines, power lines, phone or cable 
lines, sidewalks, curbs, sewer lines or road and street signage. 
Obstruction of safe passage:  trees, branches or vines that block the safe 
passage of cars, trucks or pedestrians. 
Obstruction of visibility:  trees, branches or vines that interfere with the line of 
sight needed for road signs or the view of oncoming traffic. 
Perennial vegetation: a generic category of non-woody plants including 
ornamental grasses, flowers and other vegetation that live longer than two (2) 
years. 
Prune:  to remove branches in a manner to reduce obstructions and/or improve 
tree health, including the removal of live and/or dead branches. 
Public rights of way:  the strip of Town property of varying width adjacent to public 
streets, alleys and/or sidewalks. 
Root growth habit:  the form, shape and/or size of a tree’s root growth. 
Shrub:  a self-supporting woody plant growing upon the earth that produces 
abundant branch growth at or near ground level. 
Specimen trees:  individual trees with special significance because of their 
species, location, historical value, size, shape or other unusual characteristics. 
Street tree corridors:  major and secondary thoroughfares and pedestrian 
walkways where the establishment and care of trees will enhance the scenic value, 
promote traffic safety and, otherwise, have a positive effect on the landscape. 
Topping:  the severe cutting back of limbs to stubs larger than three (3) inches in 
diameter within the tree’s crown to such a degree so as to remove the normal 
canopy and disfigure the tree. 
Town Horticulturist: a person who is trained or competent in the practice of 
arboriculture and/or forestry, and who is employed by or under contract with the 
Town and charged with the responsibility for carrying out the provisions of this 
ordinance. 
Tree: any self-supporting woody plant growing upon the earth that usually 
possesses one (1) main trunk and produces a more or less distinct and elevated 
head with many branches. 
Tree population:  a group of trees taken as a whole; i.e. the Town of Wytheville’s 
street tree population. 
Tree removal:  the cutting down and removal of an entire tree. 

10

Section 5, ItemB.



Urban forest:  the population of trees, shrubs, vines and other perennial 
vegetation found in or surrounding residential, commercial or industrial areas. 
Vine:  a non-supporting, climbing or trailing woody plant. 
Wytheville Street Tree Manual and Standards of Practice:  a document 
developed by the Tree Advisory Committee in conjunction with the Town 
Horticulturist that outlines management strategy and tactics for the maintenance 
and improvement of a healthy, functional tree population, and hereby abbreviated 
to the “Manual.” 
 

Sec. 13-77 Administrative Roles and Responsibilities 
 

(a) Town Horticulturist 
The Town Manager shall identify and supervise the Town Horticulturist, who shall 
be authorized to implement the management and care of the Town’s urban forest 
resources. 
 
(b) Tree Advisory Committee 
Representatives to the Tree Advisory Committee provide current and scientifically 
appropriate input to the management and care of the Town’s urban forest 
resources.  The Tree Advisory Committee members serve in an advisory role, and, 
as such, will not be construed as having any authorization to implement or dictate 
the management and care of the Town’s urban forest resources. 
 
(c) Wytheville Street Tree Manual and Standards of Practice 
The Town Council, in conjunction with the Tree Advisory Committee, shall develop 
a Wytheville Street Tree Manual and Standards of Practice (Manual) to further 
guide and prioritize the management and care of the Town’s urban forest 
resources. The Wytheville Street Tree Manual and Standards of Practice (Manual) 
will be reviewed and updated periodically to provide current, scientifically accepted 
and locally appropriate information for the management and care of the Town’s 
urban forest resources. 
 

Sec. 13-78 Tree Advisory Committee Establishment 
 

(a) Appointments 
The Town Council shall make appointments to the Tree Advisory Committee.  Tree 
Advisory Committee members will have an interest and/or specialized training in 
the management and care of urban forest resources.  Not less than five (5), and 
not more than nine (9), Tree Advisory Committee members will serve at any given 
time. 
 
(b) Term lengths 
The Tree Advisory Committee members will serve four (4) year terms.  
Appointments to the Tree Advisory Committee will be staggered to maintain a level 
of continuity. 
 
(c) Election of officers 
Election of Tree Advisory Committee officers will be held annually in January.  
Consecutive terms of officers are discouraged. 
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(d) Meetings of Tree Advisory Committee 
The Tree Advisory Committee shall specify and hold a regular meeting schedule; 
meetings shall be held at least quarterly. A quorum shall consist of a majority of 
the appointed Tree Advisory Committee members. 

 
Sec. 13-79  Jurisdiction 

 
(a) Town authority to manage trees on Town property 
The right is reserved to the Town at any time to plant, cultivate, trim, prune or 
remove, in whole or in part, any such trees, shrubs, vines and other perennial 
vegetation growing on or over Town property (including property contained within 
the public rights of way adjacent to public streets, alleys or sidewalks) without 
notice to any abutting property owner. 

 
Sec. 13-80 Specimen Trees 

 
(a) Establishment of a specimen tree register 
In order to recognize individual trees with special significance because of their 
species, location, historical value, size, shape or other unusual characteristics, the 
Town Horticulturist will maintain a register of specimen trees. 
 
(b) Nomination and selection process for addition/removal of specimen trees 
The Town Horticulturist will develop a nomination and selection process for the 
periodic addition or removal of specimen trees to this register. 
 
(c) Special care or consideration given to specimen trees 
When assigning resources for maintenance and care of trees, the Town 
Horticulturist may give priority or special consideration to trees designated as 
specimen trees. 
 
(d) Specimen tree status not to override public health and safety 
With specific regard to public health and safety, the designation of specimen tree 
status will not be construed to override or obstruct the management of any tree as 
outlined in this ordinance. 
 

Sec. 13-81 Hazard and Nuisance Trees 
 

(a) Hazard trees defined 
A hazardous tree, shrub, vine or other perennial vegetation is one, which in whole 
or in part, threatens the health, safety or general welfare of a person(s) or property, 
whether by falling objects, obstruction of visibility, obstruction of safe passage or 
other mode of action. 
 
(b) Hazards shall be deemed by Town Horticulturist 
The determination as to whether a tree, shrub, vine or other perennial vegetation, 
including any part thereof, constitutes a hazard shall be made by the Town 
Horticulturist. When making this determination, the Town Horticulturist shall 
consider indicators of hazard including canopy death or dieback, lean, evidence of 
root failure, decayed or decaying wood, the presence of fungal fruiting bodies and 
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any other known indicators for hazards, and shall be guided by the Wytheville 
Street Tree Manual and Standards of Practice. 
 
(c) Procedures for dealing with hazard trees 
Trees, shrubs, vines or other perennial vegetation with known hazards shall be 
immediately removed or otherwise addressed. 
 
(d) Nuisance trees defined 
A nuisance tree, shrub, vine or other perennial vegetation is one, which in whole 
or in part, adversely impacts any public utility, buried or overhead, including, but 
not limited to: water lines, power lines, phone or cable lines, sidewalks, curbs, 
sewer lines or road and street signage. 
 
(e) Nuisances shall be deemed by Town Horticulturist 
The determination as to whether a tree, shrub, vine or other perennial vegetation, 
including any part thereof, constitutes a nuisance shall be made by the Town 
Horticulturist. When making this determination, the Town Horticulturist shall 
consider the typical characteristics at maturity of a species, including height, crown 
spread, growth habit and root growth pattern, and any other known potential for 
conflict, and shall be guided by the Wytheville Street Tree Manual and Standards 
of Practice.  Invasive trees, shrubs, vines or other perennial vegetation shall 
generally be deemed a nuisance. 
 
(f) Procedures for dealing with nuisance trees 
Nuisance trees, shrubs, vines or other perennial vegetation will be addressed 
through accepted management techniques, including removal, as appropriate. 
 

Sec. 13-82  Tree and Shrub Establishment on Town Property 
 
(a) Guidelines for maintaining and expanding Town’s street tree population 
The Town Horticulturist will develop tree population guidelines for maintaining and, 
where appropriate, expanding the Town’s street tree population. These tree 
population guidelines will be recommended and periodically updated in the 
Wytheville Street Tree Manual and Standards of Practice. The Town Horticulturist 
will identify appropriate areas within Town property for the establishment of trees 
and, where practical, will adopt the general principle of replanting at least one (1) 
new tree for every tree that is removed from the tree population. 

(b) Hazard and/or nuisance trees are not to be planted on Town right of way 
It shall be unlawful for any person to plant on Town property (including property 
contained within the public rights of way adjacent to public streets, alleys or 
sidewalks) any hazard tree, shrub, vine or other perennial vegetation that would 
threaten the health, safety or general welfare of a person(s) or property, whether 
by falling objects, obstruction of visibility, obstruction of safe passage or other 
mode of action, or nuisance tree, shrub, vine or other perennial vegetation that 
would adversely impact any public utility, buried or overhead, including, but not 
limited to: water lines, power lines, phone or cable lines, sidewalks, curbs, sewer 
lines or road and street signage. 
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(c) Town Horticulturist to maintain a list of unacceptable species  
In order to prevent the planting of hazard and/or nuisance trees, shrubs, vines or 
other perennial vegetation on Town property, the Town Horticulturist shall maintain 
a list of unacceptable species or their varieties which, because of objectionable 
growth habits, fruiting habits, odor, form, susceptibility to serious diseases, 
propensity to incur costly storm damage and other limitations, are likely to become 
hazard and/or nuisance trees.   
 
(d) Town Horticulturist to provide assistance with species/site selection  
In order to further prevent the planting of hazard and/or nuisance trees, shrubs, 
vines or other perennial vegetation on Town property, the Town Horticulturist shall 
provide guidance as requested to minimize the likelihood of hazard and/or 
nuisance trees, shrubs, vines or other perennial vegetation being planted on Town 
property (including property contained within the public rights of way adjacent to 
public streets, alleys or sidewalks). 
 
(e) Hazard and/or nuisance trees subject to removal at owner’s expense  
Whenever any trees, shrubs, vines or other perennial vegetation shall be planted 
in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance, it shall be lawful for the Town 
Horticulturist to remove or cause removal of said trees, shrubs, vines or other 
perennial vegetation, and the cost thereof shall be recoverable from the property 
owner.  

 
Sec. 13-83 Street Tree Corridors 
 

(a) Designation of street tree corridors 
The Town may designate as street tree corridors those major and secondary 
thoroughfares where the establishment and care of trees will enhance the scenic 
value, promote traffic safety and, otherwise, have a positive effect on the 
landscape.   
(b) Town of Wytheville’s street tree corridors 
The Town’s current street tree corridors include the following primary corridors: 
West Lee Highway (US 11W), North Fourth Street (US 52N), Pepper’s Ferry Road, 
East Main Street (US 11E), and Grayson Road (US 21S), and secondary corridors 
include Main Street from Eleventh Street to Twelfth Street, the Withers Road 
historic district, and Church/Tazewell Streets from Spring Street to Monroe Street. 
 

Sec. 13-84  Care of Trees on Town Property 
 
(a) Shall be according to Wytheville Street Tree Manual and Standards of               
Practice based on ANSI standards 
The pruning, mulching or other maintenance of trees, shrubs, vines or other 
perennial vegetation within a public right of way or elsewhere on Town property 
shall be conducted according to specifications outlined in the Wytheville Street 
Tree Manual and Standards of Practice (Manual), and based on applicable 
American National Standards for Tree Care Operations published by the American 
National Standards Institute (ANSI). 
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(b) Town Horticulturist to determine whether care of trees conforms to                     
standards 
The determination as to whether pruning, mulching or other maintenance of trees, 
shrubs, vines or other perennial vegetation within a public right of way or elsewhere 
on Town property conforms to the specifications outlined in the Wytheville Street 
Tree Manual and Standards of Practice shall be made by the Town Horticulturist. 
 
(c) Topping specifically disallowed except in special circumstances 
exempted       by Town Horticulturist 
It shall be unlawful for any person to “top” any trees on Town property (including 
property contained within the public rights of way adjacent to public streets, alleys 
or sidewalks). Trees severely damaged by storms or other causes, certain trees 
under utility wires or other obstruction, trees that present a hazard to public safety 
or tree species pruned to accepted arboricultural standards (i.e. pollarding or 
espalier), may be exempted from this subsection at the determination of the Town 
Horticulturist. 

 
Sec. 13-85 Protection of Trees on Town Property 

 
(a) Tree protection 
Tree protection, as defined in the Wytheville Street Tree Manual and Standards of 
Practice, and subject to interpretation by the Town Horticulturist, shall be required 
throughout the life of any tree within a public right of way or elsewhere on Town 
property, and shall require, at a minimum, the avoidance of any activities or 
conditions harmful to a tree’s roots, trunk or canopy. 
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(d) Meetings of Tree Advisory Committee 
The Tree Advisory Committee shall specify and hold a regular meeting schedule; 
meetings shall be held at least quarterly.  A quorum shall consist of a majority of 
the appointed Tree Advisory Committee members. 

 
Sec. 13-79  Jurisdiction 

 
(a) Town authority to manage trees on Town property 
The right is reserved to the Town at any time to plant, cultivate, trim, prune or 
remove, in whole or in part, any such trees, shrubs, vines and other perennial 
vegetation growing on or over Town property (including property contained within 
the public rights of way adjacent to public streets, alleys or sidewalks) without 
notice to any abutting property owner. 

 
Sec. 13-80 Specimen Trees 

 
(a) Establishment of a specimen tree register 
In order to recognize individual trees with special significance because of their 
species, location, historical value, size, shape or other unusual characteristics, the 
Town Horticulturist will maintain a register of specimen trees. 
 
(b) Nomination and selection process for addition/removal of specimen trees 
The Town Horticulturist will develop a nomination and selection process for the 
periodic addition or removal of specimen trees to this register. 
 
(c) Special care or consideration given to specimen trees 
When assigning resources for maintenance and care of trees, the Town 
Horticulturist may give priority or special consideration to trees designated as 
specimen trees. 
 
(d) Specimen tree status not to override public health and safety 
With specific regard to public health and safety, the designation of specimen tree 
status will not be construed to override or obstruct the management of any tree as 
outlined in this ordinance. 
 

Sec. 13-81 Hazard and Nuisance Trees 
 

(a) Hazard trees defined 
A hazardous tree, shrub, vine or other perennial vegetation is one, which in whole 
or in part, threatens the health, safety or general welfare of a person(s) or property, 
whether by falling objects, obstruction of visibility, obstruction of safe passage or 
other mode of action. 
 
(b) Hazards shall be deemed by Town Horticulturist 
The determination as to whether a tree, shrub, vine or other perennial vegetation, 
including any part thereof, constitutes a hazard shall be made by the Town 
Horticulturist. When making this determination, the Town Horticulturist shall 
consider indicators of hazard including canopy death or dieback, lean, evidence of 
root failure, decayed or decaying wood, the presence of fungal fruiting bodies and 
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James Cohen
1130 Cove Road
Wytheville, VA 24382
Jim.cohen44@gmail.com
732-692-3386

7/29/2024

Sherry Corvin
Town Clerk
Tree Advisory Committee
150 E. Monroe St.
Wytheville, VA 24382

Dear Sherry Corvin,

I am writing to formally resign from my position on the Tree Committee, effective 7/29/2024.

Serving on the Tree Committee has been a rewarding and enlightening experience. I have had the

privilege of working alongside dedicated individuals who are passionate about the environment and the

well-being of our community.

However after careful consideration, I have decided to step down from my role on the committee.

Personal and professional commitments have increased, making it challenging for me to devote the

necessary time and energy to the committee’s important work.

I am grateful for the opportunity to contribute to the Tree Committee. I remain supportive of the

committee’s mission and wish you all continued success in your future endeavors.

Please let me know how I can assist in the transition process. I am committed to ensuring a smooth

handover of my responsibilities.

Thank you for your understanding and support.

Sincerely,

James Cohen
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