
 

AGENDA 

WYTHEVILLE TREE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 14, 2025 AT 8:30 AM 

     CONFERENCE ROOM A – 150 EAST MONROE STREET 

WYTHEVILLE, VA 24382 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER - CHAIRWOMAN TAMMIE LOWRY 

2. ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM - CHAIRWOMAN TAMMIE LOWRY 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA (requires motion and roll call vote) 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Minutes of the regular meeting of February 13, 2025 (requires motion and vote)  

5. OTHER BUSINESS 

A. Miscellaneous 

6. ADJOURNMENT 
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MINUTES 

TREE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2025 AT 8:30 AM 

     CONFERENCE ROOM A, 150 EAST MONROE STREET 

WYTHEVILLE, VA 24382 

 

1. UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

RE: ATTENDANCE  

MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Tammie Lowry, Alma Watson, Lee Johnson, Tim Whalen, DeAnne Irving, Hunter Stuart, 
Don Spiller (Honorary Member) 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Tammy Jenkins 

OTHERS PRESENT: 
Mayor Beth Taylor, Deputy Clerk Lauren Bedwell, Planning Director John Woods, Public 
Works Supervisor Tony Duncan, Public Works Staff Caleb Preston 

RE: CALL TO ORDER 

Chairwoman Watson called the meeting to order.  

2. RE: ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM  

Chairwoman Watson established that a quorum of Committee members was present.  

3. RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

Chairwoman Watson advised that the next agenda item is the Approval of Agenda. She 
inquired if there was a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  

Motion made by Ms. Johnson, Seconded by Mr. Stuart. Chairwoman Watson inquired if 
there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion was approved with 
the following voting results, by roll call vote: Voting Yea: Ms. Johnson, Mr. Whalen, Vice-
Chairwoman Lowry, Chairwoman Watson, Mr. Stuart, Ms. Irving.  

4. RE: CONSENT AGENDA 

A. RE: MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 14, 2024 

Chairwoman Watson presented the consent agenda consisting of the minutes of the 
regular meeting of November 14, 2024. She inquired if there was a motion to approve 
the minutes of the regular meeting of November 14, 2024, as presented.  
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Motion made by Ms. Irving, Seconded by Mr. Stuart. Chairwoman Watson inquired if 
there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion was approved 
with the following voting in favor and there being no opposition: Voting Yea: 
Chairwoman Watson, Vice-Chairwoman Lowry, Ms. Johnson, Ms. Irving, Mr. Whalen, 
Mr. Stuart.  

5. RE: ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

A. RE: CHAIRPERSON 

Chairwoman Watson advised that the next agenda item is the election of a 
Chairperson. She noted that, at this time, nominations will be taken.  

A motion was made by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. Stuart to close the 
nominations and elect Ms. Tammie Lowry as the Wytheville Tree Advisory 
Chairperson for the year 2025. Chairwoman Watson inquired if there was any 
discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion was approved with the 
following voting result, by roll call vote: Voting Yea: Ms. Johnson, Mr. Whalen, 
Chairwoman Watson, Mr. Stuart, Ms. Irving. Voting Abstaining: Vice-Chairwoman 
Lowry.  

Ms. Watson then turned the meeting over to newly elected Chairwoman Lowry.  

B. RE: VICE-CHAIRPERSON 

Chairwoman Lowry advised that the next agenda item is to elect a Vice-Chairperson. 
She noted that, at this time, nominations will be taken.  

A motion was made by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. Stuart to close the 
nominations and elect Ms. Alma Watson was the Vice-Chairwoman for the Wytheville 
Tree Advisory Committee for 2025. Chairwoman Lowry inquired if there was any 
discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion was approved with the 
following voting results, by roll call vote: Voting Yea: Ms. Johnson, Mr. Stuart, Ms. 
Irving, Chairwoman Lowry, Mr. Whalen. Voting Abstaining: Ms. Watson.  

6. RE: OTHER BUSINESS 

A. RE: REVIEW OF ONGOING PROJECTS 

Chairwoman Lowry advised that the next agenda item is the review of ongoing 
projects. Planning Director Woods reviewed some of the Town's ongoing projects 
which included the Interstate 77 and Interstate 81 corridor ramp improvement project, 
the West Lee Highway and Monroe Street intersection realignment, the Main Street 
crosswalk improvements project, the Peppers Ferry Road and Monroe Street corridor 
traffic calming project, the Peppers Ferry Road sidewalk improvements project, the 
proposed splashpad, etc. Discussion was then held regarding the development 
process of the proposed splashpad and the West Lee Highway and Monroe Street 
intersection realignment. Chairwoman Lowry inquired if there was any other 
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discussion regarding this agenda item. There being none, she proceeded with the 
agenda.  

B. RE: UPDATE REGARDING THE TREE CITY USA APPLICATION 

Chairwoman Lowry advised that the next agenda item is an update regarding the 
2024 Tree City USA application. Deputy Clerk Lauren Bedwell stated that she has 
submitted the 2024 Tree City USA application for Wytheville, and that it has been 
approved on the State and Federal Levels. She advised that the next step is for the 
Committee members to establish a date and time for the Arbor Day Celebration. 

C. RE: DISCUSSION REGARDING SETTING A DATE FOR THE 2025 ARBOR DAY 
CELEBRATION 

Chairwoman Lowry advised that the next agenda item is the discussion regarding 
setting a date and time for the 2025 Arbor Day Celebration. Deputy Clerk Bedwell 
noted that the 2025 date for Arbor Day is April 25. Chairwoman Lowry inquired of 
Public Works Supervisor Tony Duncan regarding if April 25, 2025, works for his crew 
to have the Arbor Day Celebration and if he has an idea of where the Arbor Day 
Celebration could be held. Supervisor Duncan stated that April 25, is good for him 
and his crew. He noted that the Arbor Day Celebration could be held at the 
Homestead Museum, because their staff has been inquiring about planting some 
native trees on the property. Discussion continued regarding the idea of possibly 
holding the Arbor Day Celebration at the Homestead Museum property and what kind 
of trees could be planted for the event.  

A motion was made by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Mr. Stuart to hold the Town of 
Wytheville's Arbor Day Celebration on Friday, April 25, 2025, at 10:00 a.m., at the 
Homestead Museum property and to allow Public Works Supervisor Tony Duncan to 
establish a specimen of tree to be planted during the Celebration. Chairwoman Lowry 
inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. Vice-Chairwoman Watson 
advised that she would like to give the new Tree Committee members some 
information regarding the Town's past Arbor Day Celebrations. She then discussed 
the Town's past Arbor Day Celebrations and the importance of the event. There 
being no further discussion, the motion was approved with the following voting in 
favor and there being no opposition: Voting Yea: Chairwoman Lowry, Vice-
Chairwoman Watson, Ms. Johnson, Ms. Irving, Mr. Whalen, Mr. Stuart.  

D. RE: DISCUSSION REGARDING A REMOVAL PROCESS, AND AN ANNUAL 
REVIEW OF SPECIMEN TREE PROGRAM NOMINATIONS 

Chairwoman Lowry advised that the next agenda item is the discussion regarding a 
removal process, and an annual review of Specimen Tree Program nominations. 
Deputy Clerk Bedwell stated that she put this topic on the agenda due to a 
discussion that was held at the last Tree Committee meeting, and that there was a 
consensus to add this topic to this meeting agenda for further discussion. Vice-
Chairwoman Watson stated that Mr. Spiller had brought this matter up at the last 
meeting. She noted that he discussed at what point should a tree be removed from 
the Specimen Tree Program, and how many of the same specimen of trees can be 
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included in the program. Vice-Chairwoman Watson presented information she 
received from the Arbor Day Foundation that encourages people to nominate trees 
for their program. She noted that the Town could possibly find a way to mirror their 
program and use it for the Specimen Tree Program. Discussion was held regarding 
the importance of the Town's Specimen Tree Program and a process of how to move 
forward, advertise and increase the program. It was the consensus of the Tree 
Advisory Committee to table the discussion regarding a removal process, and an 
annual review of the Specimen Tree Program nominations and revisit the topic in six 
(6) months.  

E. RE: MISCELLANEOUS 

The Tree Committee members discussed requesting a line item in the upcoming 
Fiscal Year 2025-26 Budget to cover the cost of printing for the Specimen Tree 
Program brochures, items needed for the Arbor Day Celebrations, etc.  

A motion was made by Ms. Johnson and seconded by Ms. Irving to allow Mayor 
Taylor to request a line item for the Tree Advisory Committee in the amount of $1,000 
for the upcoming Fiscal Year 2025-26 Budget. Chairwoman Lowry inquired if there 
was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion was approved with 
the following voting results, by roll call vote: Voting Yea: Ms. Johnson, Ms. Irving, 
Vice-Chairwoman Watson, Chairwoman Lowry, Mr. Whalen. Voting Abstaining: Mr. 
Stuart.  

Chairwoman Lowry stated that she would like to discuss the idea of placing physical 
markers at the locations of the Specimen Trees that have already been accepted into 
the Specimen Tree Program. Mr. Stuart advised that he could discuss this idea with 
Virginia Tech and see if they offer any programs that could help with the creation of 
the markers and/or plaques.  

Vice-Chairwoman Watson discussed the accepted Specimen Tree Program trees, 
and if Staff has logged them into a database to be uploaded on the Town's website. 
She noted that she read about the possible database on the former paper version of 
the Specimen Tree Program. Deputy Clerk Bedwell stated that the paper application 
where the database was mentioned was created before her employment began with 
the Town. She noted that, however, she would look into locating it. 

A discussion was held regarding grant opportunities that are relevant to the Tree 
Advisory Committee, and the lack of projects in town for which those grants could be 
used.   

7. RE: ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to be discussed, Chairwoman Lowry adjourned the 
meeting. (9:35 a.m.)  

                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                        Tammie Lowry, Chairwoman 
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Lauren E. Bedwell, Deputy Clerk 
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