
 

AGENDA 

TOWN COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 26, 2025 AT 4:00 PM 

 COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 150 EAST MONROE STREET 
WYTHEVILLE, VA 24382 

 

1. PERSONS SCHEDULED TO ATTEND 
Beth Taylor - Mayor 
Candice Johnson - Vice-Mayor 
Cathy Pattison - Council Member 
Holly Atkins - Council Member 
Joseph Hand, Jr. - Council Member 
Sherry Corvin - Interim Town Manager 
Elaine Holeton - Assistant Town Manager 
Paul Cassell - Town Attorney 
Brandi Jones - Chief Deputy Clerk 
Billy Anderson - Director of Public Utilities and Engineering 
Ron Jude - Computer Operations Manager 

2. INVOCATION - VICE-MAYOR CANDICE JOHNSON 

3. ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED 

A. Approval of Agenda - MAYOR BETH TAYLOR (requires motion and roll call 
vote) 

B. Discussion regarding a sight obstruction on Peppers Ferry Road and possible 
realignment of the Oakwood Cemetery fence - DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 
AND ENGINEERING BILLY ANDERSON 

C. Review of Ordinance No. 1456, an ordinance amending and reenacting Chapter 
7, License and Business Regulations, Article I. In General, Section 7.1 Agents, 
Canvassers or Solicitors for Door to Door Sales, Political Parties Exempted, of 
the Code of the Town of Wytheville, Virginia, to add an additional exemption for 
public service providers - INTERIM TOWN MANAGER SHERRY CORVIN 

D. Review of Town Council Rules of Procedure for 2025  - INTERIM TOWN 
MANAGER SHERRY CORVIN 

E. Discussion regarding audio system speakers in the downtown area - 
COMPUTER OPERATIONS MANAGER RON JUDE 

F. Discussion regarding a proposed joint meeting of the Wytheville Town Council 
and the Wytheville Planning Commission regarding the Unified Development 
Ordinance (UDO) - ASSISTANT TOWN MANAGER ELAINE HOLETON 
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G. Council Member Time 

4. ADJOURNMENT 
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DISCUSSION 
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REALIGNMENT
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StaƯ Report 

Prepared by: Billy J. Anderson, Director of Public Utilities and Engineering 
Date prepared: 08-18-2025 
 
Concern 

Oakwood Cemetery Fence and Line of Sight at Revitalized 500 Peppers Ferry Rd facility. 
The Department of Corrections is remodeling the old Fastenal Building and parking lot at 500 Peppers Ferry Rd.  

History  

This property was formerly owned by Emerson Electric which originally occupied 555 Peppers Ferry Road. In the later part of 
1978, the Virginia Department of Transportation made improvements to Peppers Ferry Road along this corridor. These 
improvements included widening the road to its current 4 lane configuration and the installation of the curb inlet as it now 
exists near the common boundary line between the subject property and Oakwood Cemetery.  

 The structure built at 500 Peppers Ferry Road was originally constructed in 2005. The construction of this building also 
included the improvement of a parking lot and drive isles which connected the parking lot to both existing Cove Road and 
Peppers Ferry Road curb entrances. 

From imagery and records, when the construction of this building was completed, the fence surrounding Oakwood Cemetery 
was a woven wire type fence line. This was similar to what can be found in an agricultural application. This fence contained 
vertical posts approximately 16’ apart, with open woven fence spanning between each post. In 2006, the Town of Wytheville 
installed the decretive metal fence as it now exists. This fence contains vertical posts every 8’, and vertical pickets 
approximately every 4”. This fence does extend internal to the Peppers Ferry Road right of way by several feet. 

The concern regarding site distance at the existing entrance was brought to the Town’s attention in the first week of August 
2025, during the rehabilitation of the property. This concern was brought to the developer’s attention via their grading 
contractor after utilizing the entrance to enter and exit the site during grading and construction activities.  
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An initial site visit was conducted to view the situation. 
A preliminary sight distance measurement was 
checked utilizing standards shown in Appendix F of 
the Virginia Department of Transportation Road Design 
Manual (See appendix F as attached). Per design 
standards, the sight distance left (SDL) and sight 
distance right (SDR) for a four-lane undivided major 
road with a posted 35 mile per hour speed limit is 415’ 
and 440’ respectively. 

With the fence in its existing configuration, the sight 
distance left when viewing in the direction of Oakwood 
Cemetery from a point in the entrance about 10’ oƯ of 
the travel lane was approximately 100’ – 125’. A sight 
distance check at the required distance of 14.5’ oƯ of 
the travel lane resulted in far less sight distance when 
viewing left. 

A request was made by the developer to temporarily 
detach the picket portion of the existing perimeter 
fence from the corner post 8’ northerly along the 
common line with the property located at 500 Peppers 
Ferry Road, and northeasterly 80’ along Peppers Ferry 
Road to allow for sight distance measurements to be 
made and determine if there is a notable 
improvement.  

With the approval to temporarily remove the requested 
portions of the fence, town staƯ conducted a second 
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sight distance measurement. With the picket portions of the existing perimeter fence removed, viewing left and forward of the 
first post 8’ northerly along the common boundary line from the  corner post, and taken from the require distance oƯ the travel 
lane (14.5’), the recorded sight distance left (SDL) was 290’ to a point in the center of the right lane and 372’ to a point in the 
center of the left lane when traveling towards 11th Street. Recoded sight distance right (SDR) was measured at 460’ in both 
right and left lane when traveling away from 11th Street. 

Potential Option 

To improve safety when exiting the existing entrance, the corner post could be relocated 8’ northerly from its existing location. 
From this relocated corner post the approximately 80’ section which runs parallel to Peppers Ferry Road could be relocated 
and tied back into the existing fence line at the specified location along Peppers Ferry Road. This proposed relocation would 
require investigation internal to the existing fence line near the corner post to identify any possible burial sites that would 
conflict with the proposed relocation of the perimeter fence.   

Approval to relocate the partial section of the perimeter fence may also require the relocation of one of the three trees planted 
along the road frontage of Oakwood Cemetery.  

Relocation of the existing perimeter fence would not produce all of the required sight distance needed for this entrance 
however, relocation would greatly increase the safety of motorist when attempting to exit the site and merge onto Peppers 
Ferry Road. 
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Photo 1                                                                                 

Photo 1 is taken with the perimeter fence in place, 
from a point in the existing entrance, where the 
location of the motorist attempting to pull onto 
Pepper Ferry Road is 10’ from the travel lane instead 
of the required 14.5’ as indicated in Appendix F of the 
Virginia Department of Transportation Road Design 
manual.  

Viewing left in this scenario results in a sight distance 
of approximately 100’ to 125’, from a location closer 
to the travel lane than permitted by sight distance 
standards. When viewing from the required distance 
of 14.5’ from the travel lane, the sight distance left 
when attempting to pull onto Peppers Ferry Road is 
further reduced. 
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Photo 2 

Photo 2 is taken with the perimeter 
fence removed, from a point in the 
existing entrance where the location 
of the motorist attempting to pull 
onto Pepper Ferry Road is 14.5’ from 
the travel lane as required in 
Appendix F of the Virginia 
Department of Transportation Road 
Design manual.  

Viewing left in this scenario results 
in a sight distance of 290’ and 372’. 
With the perimeter fence removed 
only to a point 8’ from the corner 
post (indicted in red in photo 2,) the 
sight distance is increased 2.3 to 3.0 
times, allowing the motorist a safer 
opportunity to pull onto Peppers                
Ferry Road.  

 

 

 

 

 

8’ 
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Photo 3 

Photo 3 indicates the proposed relocation of the 
fence to a point 8’ northerly of the corner post.  With 
this proposed relocation, one existing tree will fall 
outside of the cemetery perimeter fence, while the 
remaining two trees will still remain inside the 
cemetery perimeter fence.  

Potential 
site of 
burial 
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ORDINANCE NO. 1456 
 

At a regular meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Wytheville, Virginia, held  
 
in the Council Chambers on September 8, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. 

 
Present:   
 
 
Absent:    

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND REENACTING CHAPTER 7,  

LICENSES AND BUSINESS REGULATIONS, ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL,  
SECTION 7.1. AGENTS, CANVASSERS OR SOLICITORS  

FOR DOOR TO DOOR SALES; POLITICAL PARTIES EXEMPTED,  
OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF WYTHEVILLE, VIRGINIA, SO AS  

TO ADD AN EXEMPTION FOR PUBLIC SERVICE PROVIDERS 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Wytheville, Virginia, that 

Chapter 7. Licenses and Business Regulations, Article I. In General, Section 7.1 Agents, 

Canvassers or Solicitors for Door to Door Sales; Political Parties Exempted, of the Code 

of the Town of Wytheville, Virginia, be amended and reenacted, as follows:  

CHAPTER 7. LICENSES AND BUSINESS REGULATIONS 
 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 

 

Sec. 7-1. - Agents, canvassers or solicitors for door to door sales; political parties 
and public service providers exempted. 

Each person desiring to go from one place of human habitation to another to engage in 
business in the town as an agent or canvasser for the sale of any item, other than 
newspapers and fresh farm products, shall register with the town treasurer and furnish 
such information concerning the conduct of such business as may be required by the 
town treasurer and a fee of $20.00 shall be paid by such person to defray the costs of 
the investigation of such person and of the companies which such person purports to 
represent. This section shall not apply to such activities when they are conducted on 
behalf of a nonprofit charitable, civic or religious organization. 

Nothing herein shall be construed to apply to any person who, on behalf of any political 
party as defined in § 24.2-101 or any political campaign committee required to file a 
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report or statement of contributions and expenditures, engages in providing information, 
opinion-sampling, poll-taking or other similar canvassing activity. Nothing herein shall 
be construed to apply to any public service provider.  
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