MINUTES
WYTHEVILLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

AUTHORITY

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19, 2023 AT 9:00 AM

CounciL CHAMBERS, 150 EAST MONROE STREET
WYTHEVILLE, VA 24382

RE: ATTENDANCE

MEMBERS PRESENT:
David Kause, Melissa Crockett, Linda Nye, Kathleen Laster

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Bobby Angles, Zachary Cooley, Jeffrey Lucas

OTHERS PRESENT:

Mayor Beth Taylor, Assistant Town Manager Elaine Holeton, Deputy Clerk Lauren
Bedwell, Town Attorney Michelle Clayton, Town Treasurer Michael Stephens, Planning
Director John Woods, Millwald Theatre Executive Director Jeff Potts, Wythe County Joint
Industrial Development Authority (JIDA) Deputy Director John Matthews

RE: CALL TO ORDER

Vice-Chairman Kause called the meeting to order.

RE: ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM

Vice-Chairman Kause established that a quorum of Authority members was present.

RE: CONSENT AGENDA

Vice-Chairman Kause presented the consent agenda consisting of the minutes of the
annual meeting of May 18, 2022. He inquired if there was a motion to approve the minutes
of the annual meeting of May 18, 2022, as presented.

Motion made by Ms. Laster, Seconded by Ms. Crockett. Vice-Chairman Kause inquired if
there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion was approved with
the following voting in favor and there being no opposition: Voting Yea: Vice-Chairman
Kause, Ms. Crockett, Ms. Nye, Ms. Laster.

RE: AGENDA ITEM ADDITION - DISCUSSION REGARDING MILLWALD THEATRE
UPDATES

Vice-Chairman Kause advised that an agenda item, which includes discussion regarding
the Millwald Theatre updates, needed to be added to the meeting agenda. He inquired if



there was a motion to add an agenda item that includes discussion regarding the Millwald
Theatre updates to the meeting agenda.

Motion made by Ms. Laster, Seconded by Ms. Crockett. Vice-Chairman Kause inquired if
there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion was approved with
the following voting in favor and there being no opposition: Voting Yea: Vice-Chairman
Kause, Ms. Crockett, Ms. Nye, Ms. Laster.

RE: ELECTION OF OFFICERS

A. RE: CHAIRPERSON

Vice-Chairman Kause advised that the next item on the agenda is to elect a new
Chairperson for the year 2023. He noted that, at this time, nominations will be taken.

A motion was made by Ms. Laster and seconded by Ms. Crockett to close the
nominations and elect Mr. David Kause as the Wytheville Economic Development
Authority (WEDA) Chairperson for the year 2023. Vice-Chairman Kause inquired if
there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion was approved
with the following votes results, by roll call vote: Voting Yea: Vice-Chairman Kause,
Ms. Crockett, Ms. Nye, Ms. Laster.

B. RE: VICE-CHAIRPERSON

Chairman Kause advised that the next agenda item to elect a Vice-Chairperson for
the year 2023. He noted that, at this time, nominations will be taken.

A motion was made by Ms. Crockett and seconded by Ms. Laster to close the
nominations and elect Mr. Bobby Angles as the Vice-Chairperson of the Wytheville
Economic Development Authority (WEDA) for the year 2023. Chairman Kause
inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion was
approved with the following voting results, by roll call vote: Voting Yea: Chairman
Kause, Ms. Crockett, Ms. Nye, Ms. Laster.

C. RE: SECRETARY AND TREASURER

Chairman Kause advised that the next agenda item is to elect the Secretary and
Treasurer for the year 2023. He noted that, at this time, nominations will be taken.

A motion was made by Ms. Crockett and seconded by Ms. Nye to close the
nominations and re-elect Deputy Clerk Lauren Bedwell to serve as Secretary, and to
reelect Town Treasurer Michael G. Stephens as Treasurer for the Authority for the
year 2023. Chairman Kause inquired if there was any discussion on the motion.
There being none, the motion was approved with the following voting results, by roll
call vote: Voting Yea: Chairman Kause, Ms. Crockett, Ms. Nye, Ms. Laster.

RE: OTHER BUSINESS

A. RE: DISCUSSION REGARDING MILLWALD THEATRE UPDATES
Chairman Kause advised that the next item on the agenda is the discussion




regarding the Millwald Theatre updates. He advised that Millwald Theatre Executive
Director Jeff Potts will give the Authority more information on this matter.

Executive Director Potts gave an update to the Authority members on the Millwald
Theatre regarding the number of events that have been held, ticket prices of the
events, admissions income, the number of event attendees, etc. Chairman Kause
inquired about corporate involvement with the Millwald regarding rentals. Director
Potts advised that theatre rentals can be difficult, and that they are focusing on
partnership events with corporations. Discussion continued regarding the progress of
the Millwald Theatre since their recent opening.

RE: REVIEW OF JOINT INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (JIDA)
ACTIVITIES

Chairman Kause advised that the next agenda item is the review of activities for the
Joint Industrial Development Authority (JIDA). He stated that JIDA Deputy Director
John Matthews will give a presentation to the Authority regarding this topic.

Deputy Director Matthews gave a presentation to the Authority members regarding
the completion of the JIDA's strategic plan, their website redesign, their project
volume, Blue Star NBR project updates, the Wythe-Bland Career Fair, the Southwest
Virginia Regional Housing Summit and their annual tenure awards. A brief discussion
was held regarding the progress and the projected opening of the Blue Star NBR
project. Deputy Director Matthews then reviewed a settlement between Branch
Botanicals for a piece of equipment for their Cherry Tree project, and a settlement
between STS Group regarding a loan for construction and equipment costs. Ms. Nye
inquired about the solar farm located right outside of town limits, and if the JIDA has
been involved with its development. Director Matthews advised that the JIDA was
only involved in initial conversations with the property owner and connecting them
with solar companies.

RE: DISCUSSION REGARDING THE UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE
(UDO)

Chairman Kause advised that the next agenda item is the discussion regarding the
proposed Unified Development Ordinance (UDO). He stated that Planning Director
John Woods will discuss the UDO with the Authority members.

Planning Director Woods advised that the current Zoning Ordinance was created in
1969, and that it has been amended 108 times. He stated that the current ordinance
could use several more amendments, so the consensus was to repeal and replace
the current ordinance with a new UDO. Planning Director Woods then gave a
presentation that included information regarding the UDO concept, Form Based Code
examples, current Zoning Ordinance issues, Special Exception Permit requirements,
development standards, the Wythe County housing analysis and the analysis’
recommendations for Wytheville. Discussion continued regarding the current Zoning
Ordinance and the changes that will be made in the UDO.



D. RE:VIRGINIA FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (FOIA) CONFILICT OF
INTEREST ACT (COIA) TRAINING

Chairman Kause advised that the next agenda item is the Virginia Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) and Conflict of Interest Act (COIA) Training. He stated that
Town Attorney Clayton will give the Authority more information on this matter.

Town Attorney Clayton then conducted the Virginia Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA) and Conflict of Interest Act (COIA) Training with the WEDA members and
Town staff members who were present at the meeting.

7. RE: ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to be discussed, a motion was duly made, seconded and
carried to adjourn the meeting. (10:31 a.m.)

David Kause, Chairman

Lauren E. Bedwell, Deputy Clerk



