MINUTES

WYTHEVILLE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2026 AT 6:00 PM

MUNICIPAL BUILDING - 150 EAST MONROE STREET
WYTHEVILLE, VA 24382

1. RE: ATTENDANCE

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor Beth Taylor, Vice-Mayor Candice Johnson, Councilwoman Cathy Pattison,
Councilwoman Holly Atkins, Councilman Joseph Hand, Jr.

MEMBERS ABSENT:
None

OTHERS PRESENT:

Interim Town Manager Chris Slemp, Assistant Town Manager Elaine Holeton, Town
Attorney Paul Cassell, Town Clerk Brandi Jones, Town Treasurer Angela Pennington,
Assistant Computer Operations Manager Jeff Hooper, Deputy Police Chief Bryan Bard,
Police Officer Damien Thompson, Mike Forrest, Robin Fasano, Nancy Martin, Kirk
Chamberlain, Keith St. John

2. RE:CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Taylor called the meeting to order.

3. RE: ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM

Mayor Taylor established that a quorum of Council members was present.

4. RE: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilman Hand, Jr.

5. RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mayor Taylor advised that the next agenda item is the Approval of Agenda. She inquired if
there was a motion to approve the agenda as presented.

Motion made by Vice-Mayor Johnson, Seconded by Councilwoman Atkins. Mayor Taylor
inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion was
approved with the following voting results, by roll call vote: Voting Yea: Vice-Mayor
Johnson, Councilwoman Atkins, Mayor Taylor, Councilwoman Pattison, Councilman Hand,
Jr.

6. RE: 7:00 P.M. RECESS

Mayor Taylor advised that for informational purposes only, the agenda includes a 7:00
p.m. scheduled recess.

7. RE: CONSENT AGENDA

A. RE: MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF FEBRUARY 9, 2026

Mayor Taylor presented the consent agenda consisting of the minutes of the regular
meeting of February 9, 2026. She inquired if there was a motion to approve the
consent agenda as presented.

Motion Made by Vice-Mayor Johnson, Seconded by Councilwoman Atkins. Mayor
Taylor inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. Councilwoman Atkins
stated that she had two pictures from the February 9, Council meeting regarding the
pet memorial bridge in Elizabeth Brown Memorial Park, and that Town Clerk Jones
advised that she would include those pictures in the record. There being no further
discussion, the motion was approved with the following voting in favor, and there



being no opposition: Voting Yea: Mayor Taylor, Vice-Mayor Johnson, Councilwoman
Pattison, Councilwoman Atkins, Councilman Hand, Jr.

8. RE: CITIZENS' PERIOD

Mayor Taylor advised that the next agenda item is Citizens' Period. She stated that there
are two citizens listed on the sign-in sheet who would like to address the Council during
Citizens' Period. She requested that citizens come to the podium and state his/her name
and address for the recording of the minutes to address the Council during Citizens'
Period. Mayor Taylor inquired if Mr. Kirk Chamberlain could please come to the podium to
address the Council.

Mr. Kirk Chamberlain was recognized and stated that he resides on East Monroe Street in
Wytheville. He then addressed the Council regarding emissions testing in Virginia, his
concerns about emissions and transparency in regard to expenditures.

Mr. Keith St. John was recognized and stated that he resides on North 20th Street in
Woytheville. He then addressed the Council regarding streetlamps, and who he needs to
contract regarding streetlamps not working. Mayor Taylor explained that he can contact
the Town Clerk's Office and staff will take the street light information and pass it onto
Appalachian Power. Mr. St. John thanked Mayor Taylor for this information, and discussed
an issue he and his neighbor have been experiencing with a streetlamp outage.

9. RE: PRESENTATIONS TO TOWN COUNCIL

A. RE: PRESENTATION - EVERBRIDGE SYSTEM

Mayor Taylor advised that the next agenda item is a presentation by Interim Town
Manager/Fire Chief Christopher Slemp regarding the Everbridge System. Interim
Town Manager/Fire Chief Slemp stated that Staff has been looking into a better way
to communicate with citizens during emergencies and day-to-day operations, and
better ways to improve the Town's continuity of government operations in case of
disasters. He noted that the Everbridge Mass Notification System is used by over 75
percent of the counties, cities and state agencies in Virginia. Interim Town
Manager/Fire Chief Slemp explained that the Everbridge System is used by the
Virginia Department of Emergency Management (VDEM), the Virginia State Police
and the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT). He advised that the
Everbridge System is used, locally, by Carroll, Smyth and Grayson Counties. Interim
Town Manager/Fire Chief Slemp presented the functionality and benefits of the
Everbridge System including multi-modal alerts; templated messaging; geo-fencing
for targeted alerts; contact grouping; unlimited administrators; and, unlimited alerts
annually. He stated that the cost of the system for the remainder of Fiscal Year 2025-
26 is $2,333, with an increase to $7,000 for Fiscal Year 2026-27. A brief discussion
was held regarding how citizens will receive notifications through the Everbridge
System.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Atkins and seconded by Vice-Mayor Johnson
to authorize the appropriation of $2,333 in the Fiscal Year 2025-26 budget for the
purchase of the Everbridge Mass Notification System. Mayor Taylor inquired if there
was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion was approved with
the following voting results, by roll call vote: Voting Yea: Vice-Mayor Johnson,
Councilwoman Atkins, Mayor Taylor, Councilwoman Pattison, Councilman Hand, Jr.

B. RE: PRESENTATION - JANUARY 2026 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Mayor Taylor advised that the next agenda item is a presentation by Town Treasurer
Angela Pennington of the Town of Wytheville January 2026 Financial Statement.
Town Treasurer Pennington presented information to the Council about the January
2026 Financial statement, and the annual comparison of revenue, the general fund,
expenditures, meals tax, lodging tax and sales tax from the same time in 2025.
Mayor Taylor inquired if there were any questions for Town Treasurer Pennington.
There being none, she proceeded with the agenda.

10. RE: NEW BUSINESS

A. RE: TAXWRITE OFFS FOR 2020 AND WATER AND SEWER ACCOUNTS




Mayor Taylor advised that the next agenda item is to consider the request of Town
Treasurer Angela Pennington to write off the Town's delinquent 2020 Personal
Property and Mobile Home Taxes and water and sewer accounts. Town Treasurer
Pennington stated that the Town of Wytheville will write off $5,157.16 for Personal
Property and Mobile Home Taxes and $14,988.22 for water and sewer accounts. She
stated that Town staff has expended all of its options to collect these amounts.
Discussion was held regarding the procedures that are used by the Town to try and
collect delinquent taxes and litigation methods the Town could possibly pursue to
collect delinquent taxes. Mayor Taylor inquired if there was a motion to authorize the
Town Treasurer to write off the Town of Wytheville's delinquent 2020 Personal
Property and Mobile Home Taxes in the amount of $5,157.16; the water and sewer
accounts in the amount of $14,988.22; and, to authorize the Town Treasurer to
remove these delinquent tax and water and sewer balances from the Town's financial
records in accordance with state law.

Motion made by Vice-Mayor Johnson, Seconded by Councilwoman Pattison. Mayor
Taylor inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the
motion was approved with the following voting results, by roll call vote: Voting Yea:
Councilwoman Pattison, Mayor Taylor, Councilwoman Atkins, Vice-Mayor Johnson.
Voting Against: Councilman Hand, Jr.

RE: REQUEST OF KIWANIS CLUB OF WYTHE COUNTY

Mayor Taylor advised that the next agenda item is to consider the request of the
Kiwanis Club of Wythe County for traffic control on Saturday, May 2, 2026, from 7:00
a.m. to 10:30 a.m., to conduct the Kiwanis Club of Wythe County 5K Fun Run. She
inquired if there was a motion to approve the request of the Kiwanis Club of Wythe
County for traffic control on Saturday, May 2, 2026, from 7:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m., to
conduct the Kiwanis Club of Wythe County 5K Fun Run.

Motion made by Vice-Mayor Johnson, Seconded by Councilwoman Atkins. Mayor
Taylor inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. Councilwoman Atkins
stated that she would like to make sure the bathrooms are freshened up for this
event. Interim Town Manager Slemp advised that he would take care of this with the
Public Works Department before the event. There being no further discussion, the
motion was approved with the following voting in favor, and there being no
opposition: Voting Yea: Mayor Taylor, Vice-Mayor Johnson, Councilwoman Pattison,
Councilwoman Atkins, Councilman Hand, Jr.

RE: WYTHE ARTS COUNCIL CHAUTAUQUA BALLOON GLOW REQUEST

Mayor Taylor advised that the next agenda item is to consider the request of the
Wythe Arts Council for traffic control on Friday, June 19, 2026, from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00
p.m., to conduct the Balloon Glow; and, if needed, on Saturday, June 20, 2026, and
Sunday, June 21, 2026, to conduct the Hot Air Balloon Rally. She inquired if there
was a motion to approve the request of the Wythe Arts Council for traffic control on
Friday, June 19, 2026, from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., to conduct the Balloon Glow; and,
if needed, on Saturday, June 20, 2026, and Sunday, June 21, 2026, to conduct the
Hot Air Balloon Rally.

Motion made by Vice-Mayor Johnson, Seconded by Councilwoman Hand, Jr. Mayor
Taylor inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the
motion was approved with the following voting in favor, and there being no
opposition: Voting Yea: Mayor Taylor, Vice-Mayor Johnson, Councilwoman Pattison,
Councilwoman Atkins, Councilman Joseph Hand, Jr.

RE: WYTHE ARTS COUNCIL CHAUTAUQUA FESTIVAL IN THE PARK -
VARIOUS REQUESTS

Mayor Taylor advised that the next agenda item is to consider the various requests of
the Wythe Arts Council regarding the Chautauqua Festival in the Park to be held
June 20 - 27, 2026. She inquired if there was a motion to approve the various
requests of the Wythe Arts Council regarding the Chautauqua Festival in the Park to
be held June 20 - 27, 2026.

Motion made by Vice-Mayor Johnson, Seconded by Councilwoman Pattison. Mayor
Taylor inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the



motion was approved with the following voting results, by roll call vote: Vice-Mayor
Johnson, Councilwoman Atkins, Mayor Taylor, Councilwoman Pattison, Councilman
Hand, Jr.

RE: WYTHE ARTS COUNCIL WAIVER OF FEES REQUEST

Mayor Taylor advised that the next agenda item is to consider the request of the
Wythe Arts Council for waiver of fees for the use of Withers Park, June 24 and 27,
2026; the Elizabeth Brown Memorial Park, June 15 - 28, 2026; and, the 4th Street
Civic Center, June 18 - 28, 2026, to hold events for the Chautauqua Festival in the
Park. She inquired if there was a motion to approve the request of the Wythe Arts
Council for waiver of fees for the use of Withers Park, June 24 and 27, 2026; the
Elizabeth Brown Memorial Park, June 15 - 28, 2026; and, the 4th Street Civic Center,
June 18 - 28, 2026, to hold events for the Chautauqua Festival in the Park.

Motion made by Vice-Mayor Johnson, Seconded by Councilman Hand, Jr. Mayor
Taylor inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the
motion was approved with the following voting results, by roll call vote: Voting Yea:
Councilman Hand, Jr., Councilwoman Pattison, Mayor Taylor, Councilwoman Atkins,
Vice-Mayor Johnson.

RE: SCHEDULING WORK SESSIONS

Mayor Taylor advised that the next agenda item is to consider scheduling a Work
Session for Monday, March 9, 2026; Monday, March 23, 2026; Monday, April 13,
2026; and, Monday, April 27, 2026, at 4:30 p.m., in the Council Chambers of the
Municipal Building, to review and discuss the Town of Wytheville's Fiscal Year 2026-
27 proposed budget. She inquired if there was a motion to schedule a Work Session
for Monday, March 9, 2026; Monday, March 23, 2026; Monday, April 13, 2026; and,
Monday, April 27, 2026, at 4:30 p.m., in the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, to review and discuss the Town of Wytheville's Fiscal Year 2026-27
proposed budget.

Motion made by Vice-Mayor Johnson, Seconded by Councilwoman Atkins. Mayor
Taylor inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the
motion was approved with the following voting in favor, and there being no
opposition: Voting Yea: Mayor Taylor, Vice-Mayor Johnson, Councilwoman Pattison,
Councilwoman Atkins, Councilman Hand, Jr.

11. RE: APPOINTMENTS

A.

RE: REAPPOINTMENTS - WYTHEVILLE PLANNING COMMISSION

Mayor Taylor advised that the next agenda item is to consider the reappointment of
Lisa Anderson and David Schmidt to the Wytheville Planning Commission (terms
expire March 2, 2026). She inquired if there was a motion to reappoint Lisa Anderson
and David Schmidt to the Wytheville Planning Commission for four-year terms (new
terms expire March 2, 2030).

Motion made by Vice-Mayor Johnson, Seconded by Councilman Hand, Jr. Mayor
Taylor inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the
motion was approved with the following voting results, by roll call vote: Voting Yea:
Mayor Taylor, Vice Mayor Johnson, Councilwoman Pattison, Councilwoman Atkins,
Councilman Hand, Jr.

RE: APPOINTMENT - WYTHEVILLE PLANNING COMMISSION

Mayor Taylor advised that the next agenda item is to consider the appointment of a
new member to the Wytheville Planning Commission to fill the expiring term of John
Jones, Jr. (term expires March 2, 2026). Vice-Mayor Johnson stated that Meet-and-
Greet Sessions have been held with Committee applicants in the past, and that she
would like to have one with the applicants. Town Clerk Jones noted that she was not
sure if the Council would want to have a Meet-and-Greet Session, since they had
already met with one of the applicants previously. Vice-Mayor Johnson explained that
the previous Meet-and-Greet was for a different Committee, and that the Planning
Commission requires new members to complete courses. Discussion was held
regarding the kind of courses that are required to serve on the Planning Commission,



how long those courses last, and, if they are taught in person or online. Town Clerk
Jones commented that there are two applications for consideration, and inquired if
the Council would like to have a Meet-and-Greet Session with both applicants.
Councilwoman Pattison inquired if there have been any additional applications. Town
Clerk Jones stated that there was one application submitted after the Council
packages were sent out, and that Human Resources has not yet been able to run the
background check for this applicant. Discussion was held regarding scheduling a
Meet-and-Greet Session with the three applicants that are eligible to be considered
for appointment to the Wytheville Planning Commission.

A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Johnson and seconded by Councilwoman Atkins
to table the appointment to the Wytheville Planning Commission to fill the expiring
term of John Jones, Jr. (term expires March 2, 2026), and schedule a Meet-and-
Greet Session with three (3) applicants on Monday, March 9, 2026, beginning at 5:30
p.m. Mayor Taylor inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There being
none, the motion was approved with the following voting in favor, and there being no
opposition: Voting Yea: Mayor Taylor, Vice-Mayor Johnson, Councilwoman Pattison,
Councilwoman Atkins, Councilman Hand, Jr.

12. RE: REPORTS

A.

RE: STAFF TIME - INTERIM TOWN MANAGER CHRISTOPHER SLEMP

Mayor Taylor advised that the next agenda item is Interim Town Manager - Staff
Time. Interim Town Manager Slemp thanked Town staff for all the help they have
provided him. He stated that at a previous meeting, the Council had discussed
appropriating funds for brackets to hang on the remaining poles along the Heritage
Walk. Interim Town Manager Slemp explained that he received a quote for about
$5,000 for the brackets for the remaining poles. A brief discussion was held regarding
the dialogue from a previous meeting about the brackets that are needed for the
poles on the Heritage Walk.

A motion was made by Councilman Hand, Jr. and seconded by Vice-Mayor Johnson
to approve the appropriation of $5,000 in the Fiscal Year 2025-26 budget to purchase
brackets to hang on the remaining poles along the Heritage Walk so that the poles
will be complete with brackets for the hanging of banners. Mayor Taylor inquired if
there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion was approved
with the following voting results, by roll call vote: Vice-Mayor Johnson, Councilwoman
Atkins, Mayor Taylor, Councilwoman Pattison, Councilman Hand, Jr.

RE: STAFF TIME - TOWN CLERK BRANDI JONES

Mayor Taylor advised that the next agenda item is Town Clerk - Staff Time. Town
Clerk Jones stated that the Joint Industrial Development Authority will meet on
Thursday, February 26, 2026, at 3:00 p.m. She noted that there are three (3)
immediate openings on the Board of Zoning Appeals for five-year terms. Town Clerk
Jones commented that there are two (2) immediate openings on the Tree Advisory
Committee for four-year terms.

RE: STAFF TIME - ASSISTANT TOWN MANAGER ELAINE HOLETON

Mayor Taylor advised that the next agenda item is Assistant Town Manager - Staff
Time. Assistant Town Manager Holeton stated that she did not have anything to
discuss at this time.

RE: COUNCIL MEMBER TIME

Mayor Taylor advised that the next agenda item is Council Member Time. She
inquired if Vice-Mayor Johnson had anything she would like to discuss during Council
Member Time. Vice-Mayor Johnson stated that she had already addressed her
concerns with Interim Town Manager Slemp.

Mayor Taylor inquired if Councilwoman Atkins had anything she would like to discuss
during Council Member Time. Councilwoman Atkins stated that at a previous
meeting, a citizens had a concern regarding having to pay a $150 deposit. She
inquired if anyone could elaborate on this matter. Town Treasurer Pennington noted
that the citizen had paid a $150 utility deposit. She explained that a utility deposit is



required by all renters, which helps cover the cost in case the renter does not pay
their final bill. Town Treasurer Pennington stated that the $150 deposit is applied to
the renters’ final bill, and if there is any money left from the deposit, a check will be
sent to the renter. Councilwoman Atkins noted that she would like to confirm that the
renter will receive a check or credit for any money that is left over from the $150
deposit. Town Treasurer Pennington stated that is correct.

Mayor Taylor stated that last year, citizens were granted two garden plots at the
community garden, the first plot was free of charge, and the second plot was $10.
She noted that each plot measures ten feet by twenty feet, and that the Public Works
Department, traditionally, tills the garden and marks off each garden plot. Mayor
Taylor explained that there were 16 garden plots, last year, and each plot was taken.
She commented that she wanted to bring this up so that citizens are aware of the
Community Garden.

Mayor Taylor inquired if Councilwoman Pattison had anything she would like to
discuss during Council Member Time. Councilwoman Pattison stated that she did not
have anything to discuss at this time.

Mayor Taylor inquired if Councilman Hand had anything he would like to discuss
during Council Member Time. Councilman Hand stated that he did not have anything
to discuss at this time.

Councilwoman Atkins inquired if the community garden plots will continue the same
process as last year, the first plot being free of charge, and the second being $10. It
was the consensus of the Council to offer garden plots at the community garden on
Cove Road with the first plot being free, and the second plot costing $10.

13. RE: OTHER ATTACHMENTS

A.

RE: 2026 MARCH MEETING CALENDAR

Mayor Taylor advised that a copy of the March Meeting Calendar is included in the
Council meeting package.

RE: 2026 SMALL TOWNS CONFERENCE

Mayor Taylor advised that information regarding the 2026 Small Towns Conference
is included in the meeting package. Town Clerk Jones stated that the agenda is not
available, however, she will send it to the Council members once it is available. She
noted that if any of the Council members are interested in attending the Small Towns
Conference, to let her know so that she can register them.

14. RE: CLOSED MEETING

A.

RE: CLOSED MEETING PURSUANT TO SECTION 2.2-3711 (A.) (1.) DISCUSSION
REGARDING APPOINTED POSITIONS - TOWN MANAGER; PURSUANT TO
SECTION 2.2-3711 (A.) (8.) CONSULTATION WITH LEGAL COUNSEL
REGARDING SPECIFIC LEGAL MATTERS - DERELICT PROPERTIES;
PURSUANT TO SECTION 2.2-3711 (A.) (19.) DISCUSSION REGARDING
SECURITY IN TOWN FACILITIES; AND, PURSUANT TO SECTION 2.2-3711 (A)
(29.) DISCUSSION REGARDING THE TERMS OR SCOPE OF A PUBLIC
CONTRACT - PROPERTY LEASES

Mayor Taylor advised that it would now be necessary to go into a Closed Meeting
pursuant to Section 2.2-3711 (A.) (1.) Discussion regarding appointed positions -
Town Manager; pursuant to Section 2.2-3711 (A.) (8.) Consultation with legal counsel
regarding specific legal matters - derelict properties; pursuant to Section 2.2-3711
(A.) (19.) Discussion regarding security in Town facilities; and, pursuant to Section
(A.) (29.) Discussion regarding the terms or scope of a public contract - property
leases. She inquired if there was a motion to go into a Closed Meeting.

Motion made by Vice-Mayor Johnson, Seconded by Councilwoman Pattison. Mayor
Taylor inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the
motion was approved with the following voting in favor, and there being no
opposition: Voting Yea: Mayor Taylor, Vice-Mayor Johnson, Councilwoman Pattison,
Councilwoman Atkins, Councilman Hand, Jr. (6:49 p.m.)



B. RE: CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING

Mayor Taylor advised that it is now necessary for the Council to reconvene into open
session. She advised that it would also be necessary to certify the Closed Meeting.
Mayor Taylor inquired if there was a motion to certify the Closed Meeting held
pursuant to Section 2.2-3711 (A.) (1.) Discussion regarding appointed positions -
Town Manager; pursuant to Section 2.2-3711 (A.) (8.) Consultation with legal counsel
regarding specific legal matters - derelict properties; pursuant to Section 2.2-3711
(A.) (19.) Discussion regarding security in Town facilities; and, pursuant to Section
(A.) (29.) Discussion regarding the terms or scope of a public contract - property
leases, and that only public business matters were heard, discussed or considered
by the Council.

Motion made by Councilman Hand, Jr., Seconded by Vice-Mayor Johnson. Mayor
Taylor inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the
motion was approved with the following voting results, by roll call vote: Voting Yea:
Vice-Mayor Johnson, Councilwoman Atkins, Mayor Taylor, Councilwoman Pattison,
Councilman Hand, Jr. (8:26 p.m.)

C. RE: AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWN OF WYTHEVILLE AND CHRISTOPHER
SLEMP

A motion was made by Councilwoman Pattison and seconded by Vice-Mayor
Johnson to enter into an agreement with the Town of Wytheville and Christopher
Slemp regarding his employment as the Interim Town Manager and authorized the
Mayor to sign the agreement on behalf of the Wytheville Town Council. Mayor Taylor
inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion was
approved with the following voting results, by roll call vote: Voting Yea: Councilman
Hand, Jr., Councilwoman Pattison, Mayor Taylor, Vice-Mayor Johnson. Voting
Against: Councilwoman Atkins.

15. RE: ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to be discussed, Mayor Taylor adjourned the meeting.
(8:29 p.m.)

Beth A. Taylor, Mayor

Brandi N. Jones, Town Clerk



