
 

MINUTES 

WYTHEVILLE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

MONDAY, MARCH 23, 2026 AT 6:00 PM 

     MUNICIPAL BUILDING - 150 EAST MONROE STREET 

WYTHEVILLE, VA 24382 
 

1. RE: ATTENDANCE 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Mayor Beth Taylor, Vice-Mayor Candice Johnson, Councilwoman Cathy Pattison, 
Councilwoman Holly Atkins  

MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Councilman Joseph Hand, Jr.  

OTHERS PRESENT: 
Interim Town Manager Chris Slemp, Assistant Town Manager Elaine Holeton, Town Clerk 
Brandi Jones, Town Attorney Paul Cassell, Town Treasurer Angela Pennington, Computer 
Operations Manager Ron Jude, Director of Public Utilities and Engineering Billy Anderson, 
Police Chief Joel Hash, Assistant Director of Public Utilities and Engineering Andrew 
Austin, Police Captain Kenny Akers, Police Corporal Chastity Russell, Police Officer 
Damien Thompson, Robert Green, Nancy Martin, Kirk Chamberlain, Robin Fasano, AJ 
Porter, Glenda Salerno, Glenda Crockett-Eans, Kerry Eans, Randy Hamm 

2. RE: CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Taylor called the meeting to order. 

3. RE: ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM 

Mayor Taylor established that a quorum of Council members was present. 

4. RE: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilwoman Pattison. 

5. RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mayor Taylor advised that the next agenda item is the Approval of Agenda. She inquired if 
there was a motion to approve the agenda as presented. 

Motion made by Vice-Mayor Johnson, Seconded by Councilwoman Pattison. Mayor Taylor 
inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion was 
approved with the following voting results, by roll call vote: Voting Yea: Vice-Mayor 
Johnson, Councilwoman Atkins, Mayor Taylor, Councilwoman Pattison. 

6. RE: RECESS 

Mayor Taylor advised that for informational purposes only, the agenda includes a 7:00 
p.m. scheduled recess. 

7. RE: CONSENT AGENDA 

A. RE: MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING OF MARCH 5, 2026; 
THE COUNCIL WORK SESSION; THE COUNCIL MEET AND GREET WORK 
SESSION; AND, THE REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING OF MARCH 9, 2026 

Mayor Taylor presented the consent agenda consisting of the minutes of the Special 
Town Council Meeting held on March 5, 2026; and, the Council Work Session, the 
Council Meet and Greet Work Session and the regular Wytheville Town Council 
Meeting held on March 9, 2026. She inquired if there was a motion to approve the 
consent agenda as presented. 



Motion made by Vice-Mayor Johnson, Seconded by Councilwoman Pattison. Mayor 
Taylor inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the 
motion was approved with the following voting in favor, and there being no 
opposition: Voting Yea: Mayor Taylor, Vice-Mayor Johnson, Councilwoman Pattison, 
Councilwoman Atkins.  

8. RE: CITIZENS' PERIOD 

Mayor Taylor advised that the next agenda item is Citizens' Period. She stated that there 
was no one signed in to address the Council during Citizens' Period, therefore, she would 
proceed with the agenda. 

9. RE: PRESENTATIONS TO TOWN COUNCIL 

A. RE: PRESENTATION - FEBRUARY 2026 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Mayor Taylor advised that the next agenda item is the presentation of the February 
2026 Town of Wytheville Financial Statement by Town Treasurer Angela Pennington. 
Town Treasurer Pennington presented information to the Council regarding the 
February 2026 Financial statement, and the annual comparison of revenue, the 
general fund, expenditures, meals tax, lodging and sales tax from the same time in 
2025.  

B. RE: PRESENTATION AND RESOLUTION - VIRGINIA CLEAN WATER 
REVOLVING LOAN FUND PROGRAM - FY 2026-27 AND THE TOWN OF 
WYTHEVILLE'S WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT IMPROVEMENTS 
PROJECT 

Mayor Taylor advised that the next agenda item is a presentation by Assistant 
Director of Public Utilities and Engineering Andrew Austin regarding a resolution for 
the Virginia Clean Water Revolving Loan Fund Program - Fiscal Year 2026-27 and 
the Town of Wytheville's Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvements Project; and, a 
request to authorize the Town Manager or Interim Town Manager to execute any 
contract and/or documents related to the Virginia Clean Water Revolving Loan Fund 
Program and critical Wastewater Treatment Plant improvements. Assistant Director 
Austin presented information to the Council regarding the resolution they are 
considering for the Virginia Clean Water Revolving Loan Fund Program. He stated 
that this has been requested by the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) to show that the Town is willing to move forward with this program for the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvements Project. Assistant Director Austin 
continued to briefly discuss the resolution and the Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Improvements Project with the Council. Mayor Taylor inquired if there was a motion 
to adopt a resolution for the Virginia Clean Water Revolving Loan Fund Program - 
Fiscal Year 2026-27 and the Town of Wytheville's Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Improvements Project; and, to authorize the Town Manager or Interim Town Manager 
to execute any contract and/or documents related to the Virginia Clean Water 
Revolving Loan Fund Program and critical Wastewater Treatment Plant 
improvements.  

Motion made by Vice-Mayor Johnson, Seconded by Councilwoman Pattison. Mayor 
Taylor inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. Councilwoman Atkins 
inquired about Item 4.a. and Item 7. of the resolution. Assistant Director Austin stated 
that those items are the direct language from the Consent Order that the Town 
entered into with DEQ that created these critical needs. There being no further 
discussion, the motion was approved with the following voting results, by roll call 
vote: Voting Yea: Vice-Mayor Johnson, Councilwoman Atkins, Mayor Taylor, 
Councilwoman Pattison. 

10. RE: PUBLIC HEARINGS, REQUESTS, RESOLUTIONS, COUNCIL DECISIONS 

A. RE: WYTHEVILLE TRAINING SCHOOL CULTURAL CENTER RAFFLE PERMIT 
REQUEST 

Mayor Taylor advised that the next agenda item is to consider the request of the 
Wytheville Training School Cultural Center for a raffle permit for the 2026 calendar 
year. She inquired if there was a motion to approve the request of the Wytheville 
Training School Cultural Center for a raffle permit for the 2026 calendar year.  



Motion made by Councilwoman Atkins, Seconded by Vice-Mayor Johnson. Mayor 
Taylor inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the 
motion was approved with the following voting in favor, and there being no 
opposition: Voting Yea: Mayor Taylor, Vice-Mayor Johnson, Councilwoman Pattison, 
Councilwoman Atkins. 

11. RE: REPORTS 

A. RE: STAFF TIME - INTERIM TOWN MANAGER CHRIS SLEMP 

Mayor Taylor advised that the next agenda item is Interim Town Manager - Staff 
Time. Interim Town Manager Slemp stated that he did not have anything to discuss 
at this time. 

B. RE: STAFF TIME - TOWN CLERK BRANDI JONES 

Mayor Taylor advised that the next agenda item is Town Clerk - Staff Time. Town 
Clerk Jones stated that she did not have anything to discuss at this time. 

C. RE: STAFF TIME - ASSISTANT TOWN MANAGER ELAINE HOLETON 

Mayor Taylor advised that the next agenda item is Assistant Town Manager - Staff 
Time. Assistant Town Manager Holeton stated that she did not have anything to 
discuss at this time. 

D. RE: COUNCIL MEMBER TIME 

Mayor Taylor advised that the next agenda item is Council Member Time. She 
inquired if Vice-Mayor Johnson had anything she would like to discuss during Council 
Member Time. Vice-Mayor Johnson stated that she did not have anything to discuss 
at this time.  

Mayor Taylor inquired if Councilwoman Atkins had anything she would like to discuss 
during Council Member Time. Councilwoman Atkins inquired if Town employees 
have been notified of the Good Friday holiday. Interim Town Manager Slemp stated 
that a notification has been sent out to Town employees about this holiday.  

Mayor Taylor stated that she did not have anything to discuss during Council Member 
Time.  

Mayor Taylor inquired if Councilwoman Pattison had anything she would like to 
discuss during Council Member Time. Councilwoman Pattison stated that she did not 
have anything to discuss at this time. 

12. RE: OTHER ATTACHMENTS 

A. RE: 2026 APRIL MEETING CALENDAR 

Mayor Taylor advised that a copy of the April Meeting Calendar is included in the 
Council meeting package. 

13. RE: CLOSED MEETING 

RE: CLOSED MEETING PURSUANT TO SECTION 2.2-3711 (A.)(3.) - REQUEST FOR 
EASEMENT ON NORTH 4TH STREET; AND, PURSUANT TO SECTION 2.2-3711 
(A.)(29.) - CONTRACT REGARDING REFUSE COLLECTION 

Mayor Taylor advised that it would now be necessary to go into a Closed Meeting pursuant 
to Section 2.2-3711 (A.)(3.) Discussion or consideration of the acquisition of real property 
for a public purpose, or of the disposition of publicly held real property, where discussion in 
an open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating strategy of 
the public body - request for easement on North 4th Street; and, pursuant to Section 2.2-
3711 (A.)(29.) Discussion of the award of a public contract involving the expenditure of 
public funds, including interviews of bidders or offerors, and discussion of the terms or 
scope of such contract, where discussion in an open session would adversely affect the 
bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public body - contract regarding refuse 
collection. She inquired if there was a motion to go into a Closed Meeting.  



Motion made by Councilwoman Atkins, Seconded by Vice-Mayor Johnson. Mayor Taylor 
inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. Councilwoman Atkins thanked Mayor 
Taylor for going into more detail regarding the Closed Meeting sections. There being no 
further discussion, the motion was approved with the following voting in favor, and there 
being no opposition: Voting Yea: Mayor Taylor, Vice-Mayor Johnson, Councilwoman 
Pattison, Councilwoman Atkins. (6:13 p.m.) 

14. RE: RECONVENE AND CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING 

Mayor Taylor advised that a motion and second is necessary to reconvene into open 
session and to certify the Closed Meeting. She then read the Resolution - Certification of 
Closed Meeting into the record, as follows: 

Whereas, the Wytheville Town Council has convened a Closed Meeting on this date 
pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the 
Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and,  

Whereas, Section 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the Wytheville 
Town Council that such Closed Meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law.  

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved that the Wytheville Town Council hereby certifies that, to 
the best of each member's knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the Closed Meeting to 
which this certification resolution applies; and, (ii) only such public business matters as 
were identified in the motion convening the Closed Meeting were heard, discussed or 
considered in the meeting by the Wytheville Town Council.  

Mayor Taylor inquired if there was a motion to certify the Closed Meeting.  

Motion made by Vice-Mayor Johnson, Seconded by Councilwoman Atkins. Mayor Taylor 
inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion was 
approved with the following voting results, by roll call vote: Voting Yea: Councilwoman 
Pattison, Mayor Taylor, Councilwoman Atkins, Vice-Mayor Johnson. Voting Nay: None. 
Absent during meeting: Councilman Hand, Jr. Absent during vote: Councilman Hand, Jr. 
(7:09 p.m.) 

15. RE: ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to be discussed, Mayor Taylor adjourned the meeting. 
(7:11 p.m.) 

 

                
       Beth A. Taylor, Mayor 

 

         
Brandi N. Jones, Town Clerk 


