MINUTES

TREE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2025 AT 8:30 AM

CONFERENCE RoOM A - 150 EAST MONROE STREET
WYTHEVILLE, VA 24382

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

RE: ATTENDANCE

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Chairwoman Tammie Lowry, Vice-Chairwoman Alma Watson, DeAnne Irving, Tammy
Jenkins, Hunter Stuart, Tim Whalen, Derek Williams

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Lee Johnson, Don Spiller (Honorary Member)

OTHERS PRESENT:

Deputy Clerk Lauren Bedwell, Public Works Director Kevin Hackler, Landscape
Architect/Grants Administrator John Woods, Public Works Supervisor/Arborist Tony
Duncan

RE: CALL TO ORDER
Chairwoman Lowry called the meeting to order.

RE: ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM

Chairwoman Lowry established that a quorum of Committee members was present.

RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Chairwoman Lowry advised that the next agenda item is the Approval of Agenda. She
inquired if there was a motion to approve the agenda as presented.

Motion made by Vice-Chairwoman Watson, Seconded by Mr. Stuart. Chairwoman Lowry
inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion was
approved with the following voting results, by roll call vote: Voting Yea: Chairwoman
Lowry, Vice-Chairwoman Watson, Ms. Irving, Ms. Jenkins, Mr. Whalen, Mr. Stuart, Mr.
Williams.

RE: CONSENT AGENDA

A. RE: MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF AUGUST 14, 2025

Chairwoman Lowry presented the consent agenda consisting of the minutes of the
regular meeting of August 14, 2025. She inquired if there was a motion to approve
the minutes of the regular meeting of August 14, 2025, as presented.

Motion made by Ms. Jenkins, Seconded by Mr. Stuart. Chairwoman Lowry inquired if
there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion was approved
with the following voting in favor, and there being no opposition: Voting Yea:
Chairwoman Lowry, Vice-Chairwoman Watson, Ms. Irving, Ms. Jenkins, Mr. Stuart,
Mr. Whalen, Mr. Williams.

B. RE:INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBER AND TOWN STAFF

Chairwoman Lowry advised that, at this time, she would like to introduce a new Tree
Advisory Committee member and Town Staff. She then introduced herself and went
around the room allowing the new members, existing members and Town staff to

introduce themselves and give a brief description of their interests and backgrounds.

RE: OTHER BUSINESS

A. RE: DISCUSSION REGARDING A REQUEST TO REMOVE A TREE LOCATED AT
945 WEST FRANKLIN STREET




Chairwoman Lowry advised that the next agenda item is discussion regarding a
request to remove a tree located at 945 West Franklin Street. Public Works Director
Kevin Hackler stated that the tree located at 945 West Franklin Street is growing over
a citizens residence, and that it is causing problems to the resident’s home and roof.
He noted that the resident would like for this tree to be removed. Director Hackler
commented that the tree is located on a Town right-of-way, and a lot of trees that
were planted around the same time as this tree has been causing issues around
town. A brief discussion was held regarding the types of issues these trees have
been causing in town, and how the Town will be liable for any damage to a home or
property caused by the trees. Public Works Supervisor Tony Duncan advised that he
recommends removing the tree at 945 West Franklin Street and replanting an
appropriate tree in its place. Director Hackler stated that he received quotes for
pruning and removing the tree on West Franklin Street. He noted that the quote for
pruning the tree is $5,900, and the quote for removing the tree is $2,500. A brief
discussion was held regarding the contractor who provided Town staff with these
quotes and their dependability.

A motion was made by Vice-Chairwoman Watson and seconded by Ms. Irving to
approve the request to remove a tree located at 945 West Franklin Street.
Chairwoman Lowry inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There being
none, the motion was approved with the following voting in favor, and there being no
opposition: Voting Yea: Chairwoman Lowry, Vice-Chairwoman Watson, Ms. Irving,
Ms. Jenkins, Mr. Stuart, Mr. Whalen, Mr. Williams.

RE: REVIEW AND DISCUSSION REGARDING THE PLAQUES LOCATED IN
WITHERS PARK TO BE USED AS A REFERENCE FOR POTENTIAL SPECIMEN
TREE PROGRAM PLAQUES

Chairwoman Lowry advised that the next agenda item is review and discussion
regarding the plaques located in Withers Park to be used as a reference for potential
Specimen Tree Program (STP) plaques. She reviewed information that she gathered
on the plaques in Withers Parks including the measurement of the posts and the
plaques, the types of trees they display and a memorial plaque for George Wythe
High School (GWHS) classmates. Chairwoman Lowry commented that she would
like for the possible STP plaques to resemble the GWHS memorial plaque, and that
some of the other plaques in the park are in need of maintenance. Public Works
Director Hackler stated that a majority of these plaques have been removed since
Chairwoman Lowry last visited Withers Park, however, they can be replaced.
Chairwoman Lowry inquired if the STP plaques could be included when the Withers
Park plaques are replaced. Mr. Stuart advised that he would recommend taking a
step back from the STP plaque discussion, and wait until more trees are added to the
STP on public property before moving forward with the plaques. Mr. Williams stated
that he likes the idea of expanding and adding more trees within Withers Park,
Elizabeth Brown Memorial Park and the downtown area into the STP. Mr. Stuart
discussed some potential grant opportunities that could be considered for future use.
It was the consensus of the Tree Advisory Committee to bring this topic back to the
next meeting regarding expanding the STP and potential grant funding for possible
STP plaques.

RE: DISCUSSION REGARDING THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION'S
250TH LIBERTY TREE PROGRAM AND THE REQUEST TO PLANT A
PRINCETON ELM TREE

Chairwoman Lowry advised that the next agenda item is discussion regarding the
Sons of the American Revolution's 250th Liberty Tree Program and the request of
Ms. Mimi Booker to plant a Princeton Elm tree. Public Works Supervisor Duncan
stated that he has performed some research regarding this request, and he noted
that he was able to find some Princeton EIm trees at a few nurseries. He explained
that, however, he is not sure what the true direction is for this request and who would
donate or fund the purchase and planting of the Princeton Elm. Discussion was then
held regarding the idea of possibly planting a Princeton Elm during the next Arbor
Day Celebration, the Ruritan Club reaching out in years past regarding the donation
of a tree to be planted during the Arbor Day Celebration, how to get citizens more



involved in the Arbor Day Celebration and possibly contacting Ms. Booker to receive
more information on her request.

6. RE: MISCELLANEOUS

A.

RE: DISCUSSION REGARDING THE POTENTIAL TREES LOCATED AT
CRYSTAL SPRINGS FOR NOMINATION TO THE SPECIMEN TREE PROGRAM

Chairwoman Lowry advised that the next agenda item is discussion regarding the
potential trees located at Crystal Springs for nomination to the Specimen Tree
Program (STP). She noted that trees at Crystal Springs could be nominated with the
possibility of having a separate tree walk in Crystal Springs, since it is public
property. Mr. Stuart stated that he thinks it would be a good idea to go to Crystal
Springs and take an inventory of the trees in the park that may be a good fit for the
STP, before nominating them. Discussion was held regarding taking an inventory of
trees at Crystal Springs and identification of those trees. Public Works Supervisor
Duncan explained that there are three trees within sight distance of the parking lot at
Crystal Springs that he would recommend for the STP and would be a good start for
a tree walk in Crystal Springs. Mr. Stuart explained that he would be willing to identify
some of the trees in Crystal Springs for the STP. Chairwoman Lowry stated that she
would be happy to nominate the trees for the STP, once Mr. Stuart is able to identify
some of the trees in Crystal Springs. A brief discussion was held regarding the
possibility of adding the potential Crystal Springs tree walk to the Blue Ridge Trail's
Track Trail, since they are partnered with Crystal Springs Park. It was the consensus
of the Tree Advisory Committee to add this item to the next meeting agenda for
further discussion.

RE: REVIEW OF UPCOMING VACANCIES

Chairwoman Lowry advised that the next agenda item is the review of upcoming
vacancies. She stated that Vice-Chairwoman Watson's term on the Tree Advisory
Committee expires May 14, 2026, and that she is not eligible for reappointment.
Chairwoman Lowry explained that Ms. Lee Johnson's term expires May 14, 2026,
and that she does not desire to be reappointed. She noted that her term expires May
14, 2026, and that she is eligible for reappointment. Chairwoman Lowry advised that
she is interested in being reappointed and serving another term. Vice-Chairwoman
Watson stated that she appreciates having the opportunity to have served on the
Tree Advisory Committee.

RE: INVASISVE TREES

Chairwoman Lowry inquired if there was any other discussion to come before the
Committee at this time. Public Works Director Hackler advised that there have been
complaints regarding some trees on Church Street that is causing the sidewalk to
raise up. He stated that one of the trees causing problems is a Siberian Elm, which is
an invasive species, and that it has reached the Town's sewer system. Director
Hackler explained that he would like to remove this Siberian ElIm and other Siberian
Elms around town that are causing issues and replant new native tree that would
replace the invasive trees. Discussion was held regarding the proposal of Town staff
to remove the Siberian EIm trees that are causing problems and Staff’s plan to
replace those problem trees with appropriate trees for the location.

7. RE: ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to be discussed, Chairwoman Lowry adjourned the
meeting. (9:37 a.m.)

Tammie Lowry, Chairwoman

Lauren E. Bedwell, Deputy Clerk



