
 

MINUTES 

TREE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 14, 2025 AT 8:30 AM 

     CONFERENCE ROOM A – 150 EAST MONROE STREET 

WYTHEVILLE, VA 24382 
 

1. RE: ATTENDANCE  

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Tammie Lowry, Alma Watson, Lee Johnson, DeAnne Irving, Tammy Jenkins, Hunter 
Stuart, Don Spiller (Honorary Member) 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Tim Whalen 

OTHERS PRESENT:  
Mayor Beth Taylor, Deputy Clerk Lauren Bedwell, Landscape Architect/Grants 
Administrator John Woods, Public Works Staff Caleb Preston 

RE: CALL TO ORDER 

Chairwoman Lowry called the meeting to order.  

2. RE: ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM  

Chairwoman Lowry established that a quorum of Committee members was present. 

3. RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Chairwoman Lowry advised that the next agenda item is the Approval of Agenda. She 
inquired if there was a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  

Motion made by Mr. Stuart, Seconded by Vice-Chairwoman Watson. Chairwoman Lowry 
inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the motion was 
approved with the following voting results, by roll call vote: Voting Yea: Ms. Irvin, Ms. 
Jenkins, Mr. Stuart, Chairwoman Lowry, Vice-Chairwoman Watson.  

Ms. Lee Johnson arrived to the meeting at 8:35 a.m. 

4. RE: CONSENT AGENDA 

A. RE: MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF FEBRUARY 13, 2025 
 

Chairwoman Lowry presented the consent agenda consisting of the minutes of the 
regular meeting of February 13, 2025. She inquired if there was a motion to approve 
the minutes of the regular meeting of February 13, 2025, as presented.  

Motion made by Vice-Chairwoman Watson, Seconded by Ms. Johnson. Chairwoman 
Lowry inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the 
motion was approved with the following voting in favor and there being no opposition: 
Voting Yea: Chairwoman Lowry, Vice-Chairwoman Watson, Ms. Johnson, Ms. Irving, 
Ms. Jenkins, Mr. Stuart.  

5. RE: OTHER BUSINESS 

A. RE: MISCELLANEOUS 

Chairwoman Lowry advised that the next agenda item is miscellaneous items. She 
inquired if Mr. Stuart had any information to review with the Committee regarding 
plaques for the Specimen Tree Program (STP) trees. Mr. Stuart stated that he 
believes there are two (2) avenues to possibly pursue regarding plaques for the STP 
trees. He noted that one option is to apply for a Department of Forestry Grant, and 
the second option is to consider the idea of business sponsored plaques. Ms. 



Johnson inquired of Mr. Stuart if he had an idea what the cost would be for the 
plaques. Mr. Stuart advised that the price would be around 30 dollars per tree, and 
that it would include a post and the metal plaque. Discussion was held regarding 
where Mr. Stuart found the information for the plaques, the funding of the plaques, 
potential grant opportunities and the opinions of the Committee members on what 
kind of plaques they would like to see displayed for the STP trees. It was the 
consensus of the Tree Advisory Committee to do more research regarding plaques, 
grants, pricing, etc., and to place this item on the next meeting agenda.  

Vice-Chairwoman Watson inquired if funds for the Tree Advisory Committee were 
included in the Fiscal Year 2025-26 Budget. Mayor Taylor stated that she requested 
that funds be included in the budget for the Committee, however, she was not sure if 
those funds were approved. Deputy Clerk Bedwell noted that she would look into 
this.  

Mr. Stuart inquired about how the trees that are planted for the Town's Arbor Day 
Celebration are selected. Deputy Clerk Bedwell stated that, typically, the Tree 
Committee votes on the date, time, location and type of tree for the Arbor Day 
Celebration at the February meetings. Vice-Chairwoman Watson noted that she and 
Chairwoman Lowry attended a Ruritan Club meeting to present information regarding 
the Tree Advisory Committee to them, and that they donated money towards the 
Arbor Day Celebration tree planting. A brief discussion was held regarding the kind of 
trees that were planted at the Homestead Museum for the Arbor Day Celebration that 
was held in April.  

Chairwoman Lowry discussed the idea of holding a Tree Advisory Committee 
meeting at the Town's tree nursery in the spring to select a tree to be planted for the 
2026 Arbor Day Celebration. Discussion was held regarding when a meeting could 
be held at the Town's tree nursery. Chairwoman Lowry inquired if this topic could be 
discussed with Town staff at the Tree Advisory Committee meeting in February 2026. 
Deputy Clerk Bedwell stated that she would add this topic to the February 2026 Tree 
Advisory Committee meeting agenda. 

A brief discussion was held regarding potential trees located in Crystal Springs that 
could be nominated for the STP. Chairwoman Lowry stated that she would try to visit 
Crystal Springs during the fall to see if there are any trees that could be considered 
for the STP. 

Chairwoman Lowry inquired if Landscape Architect/Grants Administrator Woods 
could give the Committee an update regarding ongoing projects. Landscape 
Architect/Grants Administrator Woods reported regarding various streetscape 
projects, the Main Street Crosswalk Improvements Project and the grant application 
for the Lithia Road Sidewalk Connector Project. He stated that inflation has severely 
impacted improvement projects, like the ones he just discussed.  

Ms. Johnson stated that she would like to inform the Committee that she will not be 
able to attend the November Tree Advisory Committee meeting, and that she 
believes this will be her last meeting for her four (4) year term. She noted that she 
has learned a lot from this Committee and appreciates being able to serve on the 
Committee, however, she will not be seeking reappointment on the Tree Advisory 
Committee. Ms. Johnson thanked the Committee members for all the hard work they 
are performing, and she is very happy that the Specimen Tree Program brochure 
was developed during her term. The Tree Advisory Committee members thanked Ms. 
Johnson for serving on the Tree Advisory Committee. 

6. RE: ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to be discussed, Chairwoman Lowry adjourned the 
meeting (9:20 a.m.) 

 

         



                 
        Tammie Lowry, Chairwoman 

 

 

          
 Lauren E. Bedwell, Deputy Clerk 


