MINUTES

WYTHEVILLE TOWN COUNCIL SPECIAL
MEETING

THURSDAY, MARCH 05, 2026 AT 5:00 PM

MUNICIPAL BUILDING - 150 EAST MONROE STREET
WYTHEVILLE, VA 24382

RE: ATTENDANCE

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor Beth Taylor, Vice-Mayor Candice Johnson, Councilwoman Cathy Pattison,
Councilwoman Holly Atkins

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Councilman Joseph Hand, Jr.

OTHERS PRESENT:

Interim Town Manager Chris Slemp, Assistant Town Manager Elaine Holeton, Town Clerk
Brandi Jones, Town Attorney Paul Cassell, Computer Operations Manager Ron Jude,
Deputy Police Chief Bryan Bard, Police Captain Kenny Akers, JIDA of Wythe County
Executive Director David Manley, JIDA of Wythe County Deputy Director John Matthews,
Tony Floyd

RE: CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Taylor called the meeting to order.

RE: ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM

Mayor Taylor established that a quorum of Council members was present.

RE: APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mayor Taylor advised that the next agenda item is the Approval of Agenda. She inquired if
there was a motion to approve the agenda as presented, or to somehow be amended.

A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Johnson and seconded by Councilwoman Pattison to
amend the agenda to add an item under the Closed Meeting pursuant to Section 2.2-3711
(A.) (29.) Discussion regarding the terms or scope of a public contract - property leases
with the County. Mayor Taylor inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There
being none, the motion was approved with the following voting results, by roll call vote:
Voting Yea: Vice-Mayor Johnson, Councilwoman Atkins, Mayor Taylor, Councilwoman
Pattison.

RE: CLOSED MEETING

A. RE: CLOSED MEETING PURSUANT TO SECTION 2.2-3711 (A.) (5.) DISCUSSION
CONCERNING A PROSPECTIVE BUSINESS OR INDUSTRY OR THE
EXPANSION OF AN EXISTING BUSINESS OR INDUSTRY WHERE NO
PREVIOUS ANNOUNCEMENT HAS BEEN MADE OF THE BUSINESS' OR
INDUSTRY'S INTEREST IN LOCATING OR EXPANDING ITS FACILITIES IN THE
COMMUNITY - PROJECT TRANSMISSION; AND, PURSUANT TO SECTION 2.2-
3711 (A)) (29.) DISCUSSION REGARDING THE TERMS OR SCOPE OF A PUBLIC
CONTRACT - PROPERTY LEASES WITH THE COUNTY

Mayor Taylor advised that it would now be necessary for the Council to go into a
Closed Meeting pursuant to Section 2.2-3711 (A.) (5.) Discussion concerning a
prospective business or industry where no previous announcement has been made
of the business' or industry's interest in locating or expanding its facilities in the
community - Project Transmission; and, Section 2.2-3711 (A.) (29.) Discussion
regarding the terms or scope of a public contract - property leases with the County.
She inquired if there was a motion to go into a Closed Meeting.



Motion made by Councilwoman Pattison, Seconded by Vice-Mayor Johnson. Mayor
Taylor inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the
motion was approved with the following voting results, by roll call vote: Voting Yea:
Councilwoman Pattison, Mayor Taylor, Councilwoman Atkins, Vice-Mayor Johnson.
(5:03 p.m.)

Interim Town Manager Slemp advised that for the record the other Closed Meeting
item was in regard to land leases with Wythe County. Mayor Taylor stated that the
Closed Meeting had nothing to do with data centers.

RE: CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING

Mayor Taylor advised that it would now be necessary to certify the Closed Meeting.
She noted that it would also be necessary to reconvene into open session. Mayor
Taylor inquired if there was a motion to certify the Closed Meeting held pursuant to
Section 2.2-3711 (A.) (5.) Discussion concerning a prospective business or industry
or the expansion of an existing business or industry where no previous
announcement has been made of the business' or industry's interest in locating or
expanding its facilities in the community - Project Transmission; and, pursuant to
Section 2.2-3711 (A.) (29.) Discussion regarding the terms or scope of a public
contract - property leases with the County, and that only public business matters that
were identified in the motion convening the Closed Meeting were heard, discussed or
considered by the Council.

Motion made by Vice-Mayor Johnson, Seconded by Councilwoman Atkins. Mayor
Taylor inquired if there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the
motion was approved with the following voting results, by roll call vote: Voting Yea:
Vice-Mayor Johnson, Councilwoman Atkins, Mayor Taylor, Councilwoman Pattison.
(5:55 p.m.)

RE: OTHER

Mr. Tony Floyed of Wythe County was recognized and addressed the Council
regarding being considerate of citizens and not making rash decisions.

Councilwoman Atkins advised that the Town Council is trying to be more detailed
regarding Closed Meeting items.

Vice-Mayor Johnson commented that the Council is going to be more transparent.

RE: ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to be discussed, Mayor Taylor adjourned the meeting.
(5:58 p.m.)

Beth A. Taylor, Mayor

Brandi N. Jones, Town Clerk



