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NOTICE OF 

CITY OF WHARTON 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

 Notice is hereby given that a Finance Committee Meeting will be held on Monday, October 

13, 2025, at 6:30 p.m. at the Wharton City Hall, 120 East Caney Street, Wharton, Texas, at which 

time the following subjects will be discussed, to-wit: 

 

SEE ATTACHED AGENDA 

 

 Dated this 7th day of October 2025. 

 

 

   By:      

         Joseph R. Pace, City Manager 

 

 I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that the above Notice of Meeting of the 

Finance Committee Meeting is a true and correct copy of said Notice and that I posted a true and 

correct copy of said Notice on the bulletin board, at City Hall of said City or Town in Wharton, 

Texas, a place convenient and readily accessible to the general public at all times, and said Notice 

was posted on October 7, 2025, at 4:30 p.m. and remained so posted continuously for at least three 

(3) business days preceding the scheduled time of said meeting. 

 

 The Wharton City Hall is wheelchair accessible. Access to the building and special parking 

are available at the primary entrance. Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and 

may need auxiliary aids or services, such as interpreters for individuals who are deaf or hearing 

impaired, readers, or large print, are requested to contact the City Secretary's Office at (979) 532-

4811, Ext. 225 or by FAX (979) 532-0181 at least two (2) days prior to the meeting date. BRAILLE 

IS NOT AVAILABLE. 

 

 Dated this 7th day of October 2025. 

 

   CITY OF WHARTON 

 

   By:    

    Paula Favors 

    City Secretary  
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A G E N D A  

CITY OF WHARTON 

Finance Committee Meeting 

Monday, October 13, 2025 

City Hall - 6:30 PM 

 

 

Call to Order. 

Roll Call. 

Public Comments. 

Review & Consider: 

 
1. Minutes from the meeting held September 22, 2025. 

2. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council approving Holistic Utility Solutions 

to serve as the contractor for the State Energy Conservation Office (SECO) funding for the 

replacement of five (5) HVAC Systems and fourteen (14) Smart Controllers as Phase I for 

the Civic Center through the TIPS Cooperative Program and authorizing the City Manager 

to execute all documents related to said service. 

Adjournment. 
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City of Wharton 
120 E. Caney Street 
Wharton, TX 77488 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE  
 

 
 

 

 

Meeting 
Date: 

10/13/2025 Agenda 
Item: 

Minutes from the meeting held September 22, 
2025. 

 
Attached is a copy of the draft minutes from the meeting held on September 22, 2025. 

City Manager: Joseph R. Pace Date: Tuesday, October 7, 2025 

Approval:      
 

Mayor: Tim Barker 
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MINUTES 

OF 

CITY OF WHARTON  

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 

120 EAST CANEY STREET 

WHARTON, TEXAS 77488 

Monday, September 22, 2025–6:30 p.m. 

 

City Manager Joseph R. Pace declared a meeting of the City Council Finance Committee duly open for 

the transaction of business at 6:30 p.m. 

Committee Members present: Mayor Tim Barker, Councilmember Russell Machann, and 

Councilmember Larry Pittman. 

 

Committee Members absent:  None. 

 

City Council Members present: Councilmember Terry Freese and Councilmember Steven 

Schneider.   

 

Staff members present: City Manager Joseph R. Pace, Assistant to the City Manager 

Brandi Jimenez, City Secretary Paula Favors, Finance Director 

Joan Andel, Finance Accountant London Davis, Assistant to the 

Building Official Shelby Robertson, and Building Official 

Claudia Velasquez. 

 

Staff members absent: None. 

 

Visitors: Deanne Meirose with Safebuilt and Rocco Hard with Safebuilt. 

 

Public Comments.  There were no public comments. 

The first item on the agenda was to review and consider the minutes from the meeting held on August 11, 

2025.  Councilmember Russell Machann made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Mayor Tim 

Barker seconded the motion.  All voted in favor. 

 

The second item on the agenda was to review and consider a Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City 

Council approving a Professional Services Agreement between the City of Wharton and Safebuilt Texas, 

LLC for plan review, inspections, code enforcement, and other professional services, and authorizing the 

Mayor of the City of Wharton to execute the agreement.  Building Official Claudia Velasquez presented 

the Committee with a proposed Professional Services Agreement with Safebuilt, Texas, LLC for plan 

review, inspections, code enforcement, and other professional services. She stated that the 

agreement is for twelve months and then would auto-renew annually unless terminated by either 

party.  After some discussion, Mayor Tim Barker made a motion to recommend to the City Council to 

approve the Professional Services Agreement between the City of Wharton and Safebuilt Texas, LLC for 

plan review, inspections, code enforcement, and other professional services.  Councilmember Larry Pittman 

seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Councilmember Russell Machann recused himself from this item. 

 

The third item on the agenda was to review and consider a Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City 

Council approving an agreement with Angels Lawn Care for mowing services and authorizing the Mayor 

of the City of Wharton to execute the agreement.  Building Official Claudia Velasquez stated to the 

Committee that the Code Enforcement Department had been unable to mow properties that are in violation 

in a timely manner due to limited internal resources.  She stated that the Code Enforcement Department 

solicited quotes for third-party mowing services and that requests were sent to three different mowing 

services to mow, weed eat, and blow grass clippings from the roadway.  She stated that of those three, only 

one responded, and that was Angels Lawn Care.   - Page 5 -
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After some discussion, Councilmember Russell Machann made a motion to recommend to the City Council 

to approve the agreement with Angels Lawn Care for mowing services.  Councilmember Larry Pittman 

seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.   

 

The fourth item on the agenda was adjournment.   

The meeting was adjourned at 6:43 p.m. 

 

 

______________________________ 

       Joseph R. Pace, City Manager 
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City of Wharton 
120 E. Caney Street 
Wharton, TX 77488 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

 
 

 

 

Meeting 
Date: 

10/13/2025 Agenda 
Item: 

Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council 
approving Holistic Utility Solutions to serve as the 
contractor for the State Energy Conservation Office 
(SECO) funding for the replacement of five (5) HVAC 
Systems and fourteen (14) Smart Controllers as Phase 
I for the Civic Center through the TIPS Cooperative 
Program and authorizing the City Manager to execute 
all documents related to said service. 

 
On October 14, 2024, the City Council approved an Interlocal Agreement for the Municipally Owned Building 
Energy Efficiency Retrofits Program through the State Energy Conservation Office (SECO).  This program was 
for the replacement of five (5) HVAC units, smart controllers, window replacements, and weatherstripping.  
Since then, the City Staff has been working closely with SECO to ensure compliance with all requirements and 
to secure the $250,000 funding from SECO.  The City Staff has been given the notice to proceed with the 
HVAC units and the smart controllers as Phase I.   The remainder of the items and a second proposal will be 
submitted to you for approval as Phase II at a later date, when the staff receives the notice to proceed from 
SECO.  
 
The City Staff recommends accepting the proposal from Holistic Utility Solutions as the contractor for Phase 
1 of the project, in the amount of $218,000, plus bonding and insurance, estimated to be an additional $6,250.  
The estimated project cost for Phase 1 is $224,250.  Holistic Utility Solutions is a member of the TIPS 
Cooperative Program.  
 
City Attorney Paul Webb has reviewed the proposal. 
 
Finance Director Joan Andel will be present to answer any questions.  

City Manager: Joseph R. Pace Date: Tuesday, October 7, 2025 

Approval:      
 

Mayor: Tim Barker 
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City of Wharton 
120 E. Caney Street  Wharton, TX  

77488 

Phone (979) 532-2491 Fax (979) 532-

0181 
 

 

MEMORANDUM  
 

 

 

To:  Joseph R. Pace, City Manager 

 

From:  Joan Andel, Finance Director 

             

Date:  October 3, 2025 

 

Re:  Civic Center HVAC & Controls 

 

On October 14, 2024, the City Council approved an Interlocal Agreement for the Municipally 

Owned Building Energy Efficiency Retrofits Program through the State Energy Conservation 

Office (SECO).  This program was for the replacement of five (5) HVAC units, smart controllers, 

window replacements, and weatherstripping. Since then, the City Staff has been working closely 

with SECO to ensure compliance with all requirements and to secure the $250,000 funding from 

SECO.  We have been given the notice to proceed with the HVAC units and the smart controllers 

as Phase I.   The remainder of the items and a second proposal will be submitted to you for approval 

as Phase II at a later date, when we have received the notice to proceed from SECO.  

 

The City Staff recommends accepting the proposal from Holistic Utility Solutions as the contractor 

for Phase 1 of the project, in the amount of $218,000, plus bonding and insurance, estimated to be 

an additional $6,250. The estimated project cost for Phase 1 is $224,250.  Holistic Utility Solutions 

is a member of the TIPS cooperative program.  

 

Please include this item on the  Finance Committee meeting agenda for October 13, 2025, for 

consideration so that a recommendation can be made and submitted to the City Council for 

approval on the same date.  City Attorney Paul Webb has reviewed the proposal. 

 

Please contact me for any questions. 

 

Thank you. 
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CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-XX 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL APPROVING HOLISTIC UTILITY 

SOLUTIONS TO SERVE AS THE CONTRACTOR FOR THE STATE ENERGY 

CONSERVATION OFFICE (SECO) FUNDING FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF FIVE (5) HVAC 

SYSTEMS AND FOURTEEN (14) SMART CONTROLLERS AS PHASE I FOR THE CIVIC 

CENTER THROUGH THE TIPS COOPERATIVE PROGRAM AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY 

MANAGER TO EXECUTE ALL DOCUMENTS RELATED TO SAID SERVICE. 

 

WHEREAS, A proposal was received for the replacement of five (5) HVAC units and fourteen (14) smart 

controllers at the Civic Center as Phase 1; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Holistic Utility Solutions submitted a proposal in the amount of $218,000 plus bonding 

and insurance estimated at $6,250; and, 

 

WHEREAS,    The City of Wharton is a member of and participates in the TIPS Cooperative Purchasing 

Program; and, 

  

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to approve Holistic Utility Systems for the replacement of 

the HVAC units and smart controllers at the Civic Center; and,  

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to authorize the City Manager of the City of Wharton to 

execute all documents related to said purchase. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS: 

 

SECTION I. The Wharton City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager to accept the proposal from 

Holistic Utility Solutions for the HVAC and smart controller replacements at the Civic 

Center through the TIPS Cooperative Purchasing Program, not to exceed the amount of 

$224,250 for Phase 1. 

 

SECTION II.  The Wharton City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager to execute all documents 

related to said project. 

 

SECTION III. That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 13th day of October 2025. 

 

CITY OF WHARTON 

 

   

      ____________________________   
      TIM BARKER 

Mayor 
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ATTEST: 

 

_________________________ 
PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 
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