
 

 

 

CITY OF WHARTON 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

 

Monday, March 09, 2026 

7:00 PM 

 

CITY HALL 120 EAST CANEY STREET 
WHARTON, TEXAS 77488  



NOTICE OF 

CITY OF WHARTON 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
 

 Notice is hereby given that a City Council Regular Meeting will be held on Monday, March 

09, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at the Wharton City Hall, 120 East Caney Street, Wharton, Texas, at which 

time the following subjects will be discussed, to-wit: 

 

SEE ATTACHED AGENDA 

 

 Dated this 3rd day of March 2026. 

 

 

   By:      

         Joseph R. Pace, City Manager 

 

 I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that the above Notice of Meeting of the City 

Council Regular Meeting is a true and correct copy of said Notice and that I posted a true and 

correct copy of said Notice on the bulletin board, at City Hall of said City or Town in Wharton, 

Texas, a place convenient and readily accessible to the general public at all times, and said Notice 

was posted on March 3, 2026, at 4:30 p.m. and remained so posted continuously for at least three 

(3) business days preceding the scheduled time of said meeting. 

 

 The Wharton City Hall is wheelchair accessible. Access to the building and special parking 

are available at the primary entrance. Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and 

may need auxiliary aids or services, such as interpreters for individuals who are deaf or hearing 

impaired, readers, or large print, are requested to contact the City Secretary's Office at (979) 532-

4811, Ext. 225 or by FAX (979) 532-0181 at least two (2) days prior to the meeting date. BRAILLE 

IS NOT AVAILABLE. 

 

 Dated this 3rd day of March 2026. 

 

   CITY OF WHARTON 

 

   By:    

    Paula Favors 

    City Secretary  



 

A G E N D A  

CITY OF WHARTON 

City Council Regular Meeting 

Monday, March 09, 2026 

City Hall - 7:00 PM 

 

 

Call to Order –Opening Devotion –Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call and Excused Absences. 

Public Comments. 

Wharton Moment. 

Review and Consider: 

1. Reading of the minutes from the regular meetings held on February 9, 2026, and February 

23, 2026, and the special meeting held on February 23, 2026. 

2. Request from Mr. David Bowlin on behalf of A2J Holdings, LLC., 500 Abell St., Rust 3, Block 

7, Lot ODD for a variance to build parking spaces over the ROW on Speed Street.  

3. Request from Mr. Richard Clements of 210 E. Caney St., Wharton, Block 15, Lost1, 1A, 2 

& 2A, for a 17’ variance from the required 25’ minimum front yard setback for installation 

of a wraparound porch. 

4. Request from the Wharton County Farmers Market for the following: 

A. Use of Riverfront Park for the Wharton County Farmers Market for the Spring 

Market from March 21, 2026, through June 27, 2026, as well as the storage 

behind the park restrooms to store market supplies. 

B. Allow glass containers. 

C. Waive all park fees. 

D. Allow a variance to the placement of off-premise outdoor advertising display 

signs, allowing signs to be displayed for the whole season.  

E. Furnish two (2) trash cans. 

F. Provide barricades to prevent cars from entering the vendor area.  

  

5. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council rescinding Resolution 2026-10 and 

approving the submission of an application to the Office of the Governor, Operation Lone 

Star, for the Wharton Police Department, and authorizing the Mayor of the City of 

Wharton to execute all documents related to said submission.  

6. State Highway 60 Exchange and Redesignation: 

A. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council requesting the transfer 

of that certain public roadway described herein on Exhibit “A” from the Texas 

Department of Transportation to the City of Wharton and authorizing the 



Mayor of the City of Wharton to execute all documents related to said 

request. 

B. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council supporting the 

redesignation of certain roadway segments within the city limits and 

authorizing the Mayor of the City of Wharton to execute all documents 

related to said redesignation. 

 

7. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council, entering into an agreement with 

Holistic Utility Solutions to provide support services and authorizing an application for the 

Texas Backup Power Package Program funding for generator backup at the Wharton Civic 

Center through the TIPS Cooperative Program, and authorizing the Mayor to execute all 

documents related to said agreement and application. 

8. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council, entering into an agreement with 

Holistic Utility Solutions to provide support services and authorizing an application for the 

Texas Backup Power Package Program funding for generator backup at the Wastewater 

Treatment Plant #1 through the TIPS Cooperative Program, and authorizing the Mayor to 

execute all documents related to said agreement and application. 

9. Appointments, Resignations, and Vacancies to the City of Wharton Boards, Commissions, 

and Committees: 

A. Resignations. 

B. Appointments. 

C. Vacancies. 

 

Executive Session: 

10. City Council may adjourn into an Executive Session in accordance with Section 551.074 of 

the Local Government Code, Revised Civil Statutes of Texas.  Final action, decision, or 

vote, if any with regard to any matter considered in Executive Session shall be made in 

Open Meeting. 

Discussion: 

A. To deliberate the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, 

duties, discipline, or dismissal of a public officer or employee: 

1.  Retirement of Finance Director.  

 

Return to Open Session:  

11. Action on items discussed in Executive Session: 

A. Appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline, or 

dismissal of a public officer or employee: 

1. Retirement of Finance Director. 

 

Adjournment. 



City of Wharton 
120 E. Caney Street 
Wharton, TX 77488 
 

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION  
 

 
 

 

 

Meeting 
Date: 

3/9/2026 Agenda 
Item: 

Reading of the minutes from the regular meetings 
held on February 9, 2026, and February 23, 2026, 
and the special meeting held on February 23, 
2026. 

 
Attached are the draft minutes from the regular meetings held on February 9, 2026, and February 23, 
2026, and the special meeting held on February 23, 2026. 

City Manager: Joseph R. Pace Date: Tuesday, March 3, 2026 

Approval:      
 

Mayor: Tim Barker 

 



 

MINUTES 

OF 

CITY OF WHARTON 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

FEBRUARY 09, 2026 

 

Mayor Tim Barker declared a Regular Meeting duly open for the transaction of business at 7:00 

P.M. at City Hall, 120 E. Caney Street, Wharton, TX.   Councilmember Burnell Neal led the 

opening devotion, and Mayor Tim Barker led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Councilmembers present were:        Mayor Tim Barker, Councilmembers Terry Freese, 

Burnell Neal, Russell Machann, Larry Pittman, and David 

Voulgaris.   

Councilmember absent was:       Steve Schneider.     

Staff members present were:            City Manager, Joseph R. Pace; Finance Director, Joan 

Andel; City Secretary/Assistant City Manager, Paula 

Favors; Planning and Development Director, Gwyn Teves; 

Assistant to the City Manager, Brandi Jimenez; Police 

Chief, Terry David Lynch; EMS Director, Christy 

Gonzales; and Public Works Director, Roderick Siemen.    

Visitors present were:                         Wharton Economic Development Director, Courtland        

Holman, Susie Carlson, Walter Garrett, Joshua King, and 

Colby Primeaux with the Wharton County Leader Journal.    

 

Roll Call and Excused Absences. 

Councilmember David Voulgaris moved to excuse Councilmember Steve Schneider.  

Councilmember Russell Machann seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.   

 

Public Comments. 

Mayor Tim Barker called for Public Comments.  No comments were made. 

Wharton Moment. 

Mayor Tim Barker called for Wharton Moments.   

 

1.  Mayor Tim Barker stated the sidewalk project was moving along at a quick pace.  He said 

that when completed, it would add 3 ½ miles of sidewalks to the City. 

2. Councilmember Russell Machann requested prayers for Councilmember Steve Schneider 

and his family as he was battling a health issue.   

 

Review and Consider: 

The first item on the agenda was to review and consider the reading of the minutes from the regular 

meetings held on January 12, 2026, and January 26, 2026.  After some discussion, Councilmember 
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Russell Machann moved to approve the minutes from the regular meetings held on January 12, 

2026, and January 26, 2026.  Councilmember Terry Freese seconded the motion.  All voted in 

favor.   

The second item on the agenda was to review and consider a request from Mr. Matt Riehs on 

behalf of LHT 1 LLC for the replat of property on CR 136, Jackson, Lot C, for a subdivision within 

the ETJ of the City.  Director of Planning & Development Gwyn Teves presented a copy of the 

request from Mr. Matt Riehs on behalf of LHT 1 LLC for the replat of the property on CR 136, 

Jackson, Lot C, for a subdivision within the City's ETJ.  Director Teves stated that the Planning 

Commission recommended that the City Council consider approving the request.  After some 

discussion, Councilmember Russell Machann moved to approve the request from Mr. Matt Riehs, 

on behalf of LHT 1 LLC, to replat the property on CR 136, Jackson, Lot C, for a subdivision within 

the City's ETJ.  Councilmember Larry Pittman seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.    

The third item on the agenda was to review and consider a resolution of the Wharton City Council 

authorizing and ratifying the repairs on Ambulance Unit 1122 for the Emergency Medical Service 

Department from Don Davis Dealerships, and authorizing the City Manager of the City of Wharton 

to execute all documents related to said ratification.  EMS Director Christy Gonzales presented a 

quote from Don Davis Dealerships for repair services on Ambulance Unit 1122. EMS Director 

Gonzales stated that, due to the urgency of the situation, the ambulance service proceeded with a 

purchase order dated January 20, 2026.  After some discussion, Councilmember Terry Freese 

moved to approve City of Wharton Resolution No. 2026-09, which read as follows: 

CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-09 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING AND 

RATIFYING THE REPAIRS ON AMBULANCE UNIT 1122 FOR THE EMERGENCY 

MEDICAL SERVICE DEPARTMENT FROM DON DAVIS DEALERSHIPS, AND 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER OF THE CITY OF WHARTON TO EXECUTE 

ALL DOCUMENTS RELATED TO SAID RATIFICATION. 

 

WHEREAS, Unit 1122 for the Emergency Medical Service Department needed emergency repairs; 

and,  

 

WHEREAS,  The total cost of the repairs was in the amount of $6,944.40; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council ratifies and approves the repairs on Ambulance Unit 1122 

for the Emergency Medical Service Department in the amount of $6,944.40 and 

wishes to authorize the City Manager of the City of Wharton to execute all documents 

related to said ratification. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

WHARTON, TEXAS as follows: 
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Section I. The Wharton City Council hereby ratifies and authorizes the City Manager of the 

City of Wharton to execute all documents related to the repairs on Ambulance Unit 

1122 for the Emergency Medical Service Department through Don Davis Dealerships 

in the amount of $6,944.40.  

 

Section II. That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

 Passed, Approved, and Adopted this 9th day of February 2026. 

 

      CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS 

 

      By: __________________________ 

             TIM BARKER 

             Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 

 

Councilmember Larry Pittman seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

 

The fourth item on the agenda was to review and consider a resolution of the Wharton City Council 

authorizing the submission of an application to the Office of the Governor, Operation Lone Star, 

for the Wharton Police Department, and authorizing the Mayor of the City of Wharton to execute 

all documents related to said submission.  Chief of Police Terry David Lynch stated that in the 

past, the City Council had approved the Wharton Police Department to apply for the Lone Star 

Grant. Chief Lynch said that the grant was successfully awarded to the Wharton Police Department 

by the Governor’s Office. He said the Department was asking for approval to apply for the FY2027 

Lone Star Grant, which covers the purchase of a fully outfitted patrol vehicle, tools, and supplies 

for one full-time or part-time officer, as well as all fuel, training, and outfitting for that officer. 

Chief Lynch stated that the grant was a zero-match in funding levels, ranging from a minimum of 

$20,000 to a maximum of $5,000,000.  After some discussion, Councilmember Russell Machann 

moved to approve the City of Wharton Resolution No. 2026-10, which read as follows: 

CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-10 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE 

SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION TO THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, 

OPERATION LONE STAR FOR THE WHARTON POLICE DEPARTMENT AND 

AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF WHARTON TO EXECUTE ALL 

DOCUMENTS RELATED TO SAID SUBMISSION.  
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WHEREAS, The City of Wharton City Council wishes to apply to the Office of the Governor, 

Operation Lone Star, for the Wharton Police Department to enhance interagency 

border security operations by including the facilitation of direct actions to deter and 

interdict criminal activity and detain non-citizen inmates; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  Said grant is for a one (1) year period beginning September 1, 2026, and ending on 

August 31, 2027; and,  

 

WHEREAS,  If awarded, the grant would fund a fully outfitted patrol vehicle, tools, and supplies 

for one full-time or part-time officer, as well as all fuel, training, and outfitting for that 

officer; and, 

 
WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council agrees that in the event of loss or misuse of the Office 

of the Governor's funds, the Wharton City Council assures that the funds will be 

returned to the Office of the Governor in full; and,  

 

WHEREAS,  The Wharton City Council designates Mayor Tim Barker as the grantee’s 

authorized official.  The authorized official is given the power to apply for, accept, 

reject, alter, or terminate the grant on behalf of the applicant agency; and,  

 

WHEREAS,  The Wharton City Council designates Finance Director Joan Andel as the grantee’s 

financial officer.  The financial officer is given the power to submit financial and/or 

programmatic reports or alter a grant on behalf of the applicant agency. 

 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS: 

 

SECTION I. The Wharton City Council hereby approves the submission of an application to the 

Office of the Governor, Operation Lone Star, for the Wharton Police Department. 

 

SECTION II. That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 9th day of February 2026. 

 

 

       CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS 

 

       By: ______________________________ 

              TIM BARKER 

              Mayor  

 

ATTEST: 
 

_______________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary  
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Councilmember Larry Pittman seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

  

The fifth item on the agenda was to review and consider a resolution of the Wharton City Council 

authorizing the purchase of NetDocuments Software for the Wharton Police Department and 

authorizing the City Manager to execute all documents related to said purchase.  Chief of Police 

Terry David Lynch stated the Police Department expends a significant amount of staff time 

creating, duplicating, labeling, and tracking multiple DVDs containing videos, reports, and 

supporting documentation for authorized personnel involved in prosecution. Chief Lynch said that 

this process was labor-intensive, inefficient, and increasingly outdated given current technology 

and security standards. He said that NetDocuments would allow the department to provide secure, 

access-controlled links to authorized users (City Court, County prosecutors, investigators, and 

designated partners) to review digital evidence, such as body-worn camera footage, in-car video, 

photographs, and case documentation, and access can be restricted, audited, and revoked as needed 

to ensure both data security and chain-of-custody integrity.  After some discussion, 

Councilmember Russell Machann moved to approve City of Wharton Resolution No. 2026-11, 

which read as follows: 

CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-11 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE 

PURCHASE OF NETDOCUMENTS SOFTWARE FOR THE WHARTON POLICE 

DEPARTMENT AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE ALL 

DOCUMENTS RELATED TO SAID PURCHASE. 

 

WHEREAS, A quote was received for the purchase of NetDocuments for the Wharton Police 

Department; and, 

 

WHEREAS, NetDocuments would allow the department to provide secure, access-controlled 

links to authorized users (City Court, County prosecutors, investigators, and 

designated partners) to review digital evidence, such as body-worn camera footage, 

in-car video, photographs, and case documentation. Access can be restricted, 

audited, and revoked as needed, ensuring both data security and chain-of-custody 

integrity; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  The total is $13,022.45 ($5,413.74 for the first year and $7,608.70 for 

implementation) with annual maintenance thereafter is projected at $5,413.74; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to authorize the City Manager of the City of 

Wharton to execute all documents related to said purchase. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS: 

 

SECTION I. The Wharton City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager to purchase 

NetDocuments for the Wharton Police Department.  
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SECTION II. The Wharton City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager to execute all   

documents related to the purchase of the equipment. 

 

SECTION III. That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 9th day of February 2026. 

 

CITY OF WHARTON 

 

 

 

      ____________________________   

      TIM BARKER 

Mayor 

       

 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 

 

Councilmember Larry Pittman seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.   

The sixth item on the agenda was to review and consider a resolution of the Wharton City Council 

authorizing the roof repairs at Well No. 2 Water Department Facilities Buildings at 210 North 

Cloud Street and authorizing the City Manager of the City of Wharton to execute all documents 

related to said repairs.  Public Works Director Roderick Semien stated that quotes were received 

for the roof repair at the Well No. 2 Water Department Facilities building at 210 North Cloud 

Street. Public Works Director Semien said the price covered the removal and installation of 

materials for all three buildings, as follows: 

1. Hunter’s Air Heat & Roofing Inc $11,215.00 

2. Coastal Roofing Specialist $10,350.00 

3. Apollo Roofing $14,560.00 

Director Semien stated the City Staff was recommending Coastal Roofing Specialist for the 

repairs.  After some discussion, Councilmember Terry Freese moved to approve City of Wharton 

Resolution No. 2026-12, which read as follows: 

CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-12 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE ROOF 

REPAIRS AT WELL NO. 2 WATER DEPARTMENT FACILITIES BUILDINGS AT 210 
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NORTH CLOUD STREET AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER OF THE CITY 

OF WHARTON TO EXECUTE ALL DOCUMENTS RELATED TO SAID REPAIRS. 

 

WHEREAS, Quotes were received for the roof repairs at Well No. 2 Water Department Facilities 

Buildings at 210 North Cloud Street; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Coastal Roofing Specialist was deemed the best, lowest qualified bidder in the 

amount of $10,350.00; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to approve Coastal Roofing Specialist   for the roof 

repairs at Well No. 2 Water Department Facilities Buildings at 210 North Cloud Street 

in the amount of $10,350.00; and,  

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to authorize the City Manager of the City of 

Wharton to execute all documents related to said repair. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

WHARTON, TEXAS as follows: 

 

SECTION I. The Wharton City Council hereby approves said repairs at the City of Wharton 

Well No. 2 Water Department Facilities Buildings at 210 North Cloud Street with 

Coastal Roofing Specialist in the amount of $10,350.00. 

 

SECTION II. The Wharton City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager to execute all  

documents related to said repairs. 

 

SECTION III. That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

  

 Passed, Approved, and Adopted this 9th day of February 2026. 

 

             CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS 

 

By: _______________________________ 

             TIM BARKER 

       Mayor 

ATTEST: 

_________________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 

 

Councilmember David Voulgaris seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.   

The seventh item on the agenda was to review and consider a resolution of the Wharton City 

Council authorizing the roof repairs at the Parks Facilities Building and authorizing the City 
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Manager of the City of Wharton to execute all documents related to said repairs.  Public Works 

Director Roderick Semien presented quotes that were received for the roof repair at the Parks 

Department Facilities Building. Public Works Director Semien stated the price would cover the 

removal, disposal, and installation of materials for the office building, and they were as follows: 

1. Hunter’s Air Heat & Roofing Inc $13,460.00 

2. Rick’s Roofing $24,000.00 

3. Apollo Roofing $12,563.00 

Director Semien said the City Staff was recommending Apollo Roofing for the repairs.  After some 

discussion, Councilmember Russell Machann moved to approve City of Wharton Resolution No. 

2026-13, which read as follows: 

CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-13 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE ROOF 

REPAIRS AT THE PARKS FACILITIES BUILDING AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY 

MANAGER OF THE CITY OF WHARTON TO EXECUTE ALL DOCUMENTS 

RELATED TO SAID REPAIRS. 

 

WHEREAS, Quotes were received for the roof repairs at the Parks Facilities Building; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Apollo Roofing was deemed the best lowest qualified bidder in the amount of 

$12,563.00; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to approve Apollo Roofing for the roof repairs at 

the Parks Facilities Building in the amount of $12,563.00; and,  

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to authorize the City Manager of the City of 

Wharton to execute all documents related to said repair. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

WHARTON, TEXAS as follows: 

 

SECTION I. The Wharton City Council hereby approves said repairs at the City of Wharton 

Parks Facilities Building with Apollo Roofing in the amount of $12,563.00. 

 

SECTION II. The Wharton City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager to execute all 

documents related to said repairs. 

 

SECTION III. That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

  

 Passed, Approved, and Adopted this 9th day of February 2026. 
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             CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS 

 

By: _______________________________ 

             TIM BARKER 

       Mayor 

ATTEST: 

_________________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 

 

Councilmember Larry Pittman seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

The eighth item on the agenda was to review and consider the Wharton Economic Development 

Corporation Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Amended Budget.  Executive Director Courtland Holdman 

presented a copy of the Wharton Economic Development Corporation Fiscal Year 2025-2026 

Amended Budget.  After some discussion, Councilmember Russell Machann moved to approve 

the Wharton Economic Development Corporation Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Amended Budget.  

Councilmember David Voulgaris seconded the motion.  Councilmember Larry Pittman voted 

against the motion.  Councilmember Burnell Neal and Councilmember Terry Freese voted in favor 

of the motion.  The motion carried. 

The ninth item on the agenda was to review and consider City Council Boards, Commissions, and 

Committee Reports: 

A. Wharton Economic Development Corporation Board of Directors Selection Committee 

meeting held on January 26, 2026. 

 

After some discussion, no action was taken. 

The tenth item on the agenda was to review and consider the appointments, resignations, and 

vacancies to the City of Wharton Boards, Commissions, and Committees: 

A. Resignations. 

B. Appointments. 

C. Vacancies. 

 

After some discussion, no action was taken. 

Adjournment. 

Councilmember David Voulgaris moved to adjourn the meeting.   

The meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 
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                                                           CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS  

                                                                                                                                             

 

By: _____________________________ 

                                                               TIM BARKER 

                   Mayor   

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 

 



 

MINUTES 

OF 

CITY OF WHARTON 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

FEBRUARY 23, 2026 

 

Mayor Tim Barker declared a Regular Meeting duly open for the transaction of business at 7:00 

P.M. at City Hall, 120 E. Caney Street, Wharton, TX.   Councilmember Russell Machann led the 

opening devotion, and Mayor Tim Barker led the pledge of allegiance. 

Councilmembers present were:        Mayor, Tim Barker, and Councilmembers Terry Freese, 

Russell Machann, Burnell Neal, Steve Schneider, Larry 

Pittman, and David Voulgaris. 

Councilmember absent was:       None.  

Staff members present were:            City Manager, Joseph R. Pace; City Attorney, Paul Webb; 

Finance Director, Joan Andel; City Secretary, Paula 

Favors, TRMC, CPM, MMC; Assistant to City Manager, 

Brandi Jimenez; Police Chief, Terry David Lynch; and 

Public Works Director, Roderick Semien.   

Visitors present were:      Sandy Sanders with the Pilot Club of Wharton; Sarah 

Hudgins with ARC of Wharton, and Susie Carlson. 

Roll Call and Excused Absences. 

All members were present.  

 

Public Comments. 

Mayor Tim Barker called for Public Comments.  No comments were given. 

Wharton Moment. 

Mayor Tim Barker called for Wharton Moments.   

1. Councilmember Russell Machann stated the 107th Wharton Chamber of Commerce 

banquet would take place on Tuesday, February 24, 2026.   

2. Police Chief Terry David Lynch congratulated Lt. Jason Barker on his graduation from the 

Law Enforcement Management Institute of Texas (LEMIT).   

3. City Manager Joseph R. Pace congratulated Police Chief Terry David Lynch on receiving 

his official paper degree from Texas A&M.   

  

Review and Consider: 

The first item on the agenda was to review and consider the City of Wharton Financial Report for 

January 2026.  Finance Director Joan Andel presented the City of Wharton Financial Report for 

January 2026.  After some discussion, Councilmember Russell Machann moved to approve the 

City of Wharton Financial Report for January 2026.  Councilmember Steve Schneider seconded 

the motion.  All voted in favor.   
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The second item on the agenda was to review and consider amending the City of Wharton 

Municipal Election 2026:  

An Ordinance amending City of Wharton Ordinance No. 2026-01 stating a City Officers 

Election to be held as a joint election with Wharton County Elections Department for the 

purpose of electing positions of councilmembers; providing for the date, time, and place of 

the election and early voting. 

Una Ordenanza que enmienda la ordenanza n.º 2026-01b de la Ciudad de Wharton que 

establece una elección de funcionarios de la ciudad que se celebrará como una elección 

conjunta con el departamento de elecciones del condado de Wharton con el propósito de 

elegir cargos de concejales; estableciendo la fecha, hora y lugar de la elección y la votación 

anticipada. 

City Secretary Paula Favors stated the City of Wharton's contract with Wharton County for 

Election Service did not reflect the correct dates due to the San Jacinto Holiday.  Mrs. Favors said 

that there would not be Early Voting on Tuesday, April 21st, 2026.  She said the Elections 

Administrator, Marsha Barbee, informed the City that she contacted the Secretary of State (SOS), 

who stated that, for entities that have already signed their Election Agreement, an amendment 

could be made.  City Secretary Favors stated that it was the City Staff’s recommendation for the 

City Council to consider amending the contract, with the only change on page 5 regarding the San 

Jacinto holiday.  After some discussion, Councilmember Terry Freese moved to approve the City 

of Wharton Ordinance 2026-02 and 2026-02b, which read as follows:  

 

CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS 

 ORDINANCE NO. 2026-02 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY OF WHARTON ORDINANCE NO. 2026-01 

STATING A CITY OFFICERS ELECTION TO BE HELD AS A JOINT ELECTION WITH 

WHARTON COUNTY ELECTIONS DEPARTMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF ELECTING 

POSITIONS OF COUNCILMEMBERS; PROVIDING FOR THE DATE, TIME, AND 

PLACE OF THE ELECTION AND EARLY VOTING. 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Wharton, Texas: 

 

Amended Early Voting Dates 

 

 The early voting by personal appearance for the above-designated election shall take place on 

the following dates:   

 

Mon. April 20, 2026 through Fri. April 24, 2026                   (8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.) 

Mon. April 27, 2026 and Tues. April 28, 2026                   (7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.) 

 

There will be No Early Voting on Tuesday, April 21st, due to the San Jacinto Holiday. 

  

Severability 

  



City of Wharton City Council Regular Meeting 

Minutes - February 23, 2026 

Page 3 of 15 

 

If any court of competent jurisdiction rules that any section, subsection, sentence, 

clause, phrase, or portion of this ordinance is invalid or unconstitutional, any such portion shall 

be deemed to be a separate, distinct, and independent provision, and any such ruling shall not 

affect the validity of the remaining portions hereof. 

 

 Passage and Approval 

 

 PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the City of Wharton, Texas, on this 

23rd day of February 2026. 

 

        CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS   ATTEST:  

     

 

    

By:  ______________________________  _____________________________        

TIM BARKER        PAULA FAVORS                                       

 Mayor                  City Secretary  

 

 

APPROVED AS: 

 

_____________________________ 

PAUL WEBB 

City Attorney 

 

CIUDAD DE WHARTON, TEXAS 

ORDENANZA N.º 2026-02B 

 

UNA ORDENANZA QUE ENMIENDA LA ORDENANZA N.° 2026-01 DE LA CIUDAD DE 

WHARTON Y ESTABLECE QUE LA ELECCIÓN DE FUNCIONARIOS MUNICIPALES 

SE LLEVARÁ A CABO DE FORMA CONJUNTA CON EL DEPARTAMENTO DE 

ELECCIONES DEL CONDADO DE WHARTON CON EL FIN DE ELEGIR LOS PUESTOS 

DE LOS MIEMBROS DEL CONCEJO MUNICIPAL; Y DEFINE LA FECHA, EL 

HORARIO Y EL LUGAR DE LA ELECCIÓN Y DE LA VOTACIÓN ANTICIPADA. 

 

 

 ORDÉNASE por el Concejo Municipal de la Ciudad de Wharton, Texas:  

 

Fechas de Votación Anticipada Enmendadas 

  

 

La votación anticipada en persona para la elección mencionada anteriormente se llevará a cabo en las 

siguientes fechas: 
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Lunes 20 de abril de 2026 al viernes 24 de abril de 2026 (8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.) 

Lunes 27 de abril de 2026 al martes 28 de abril de 2026 (7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.) 

 

 

No habrá Votación Anticipada el martes 21 de abril debido al feriado de San Jacinto 

  

Divisibilidad 

  

Si algún tribunal de jurisdicción competente declara que alguna sección, subsección, oración, 

cláusula, frase o parte de esta ordenanza es inválida o inconstitucional, dicha parte se considerará 

una disposición separada, distinta e independiente, y dicha declaración no afectará la validez de 

las partes restantes de la misma. 

 

 

 

 Promulgación y Aprobación 

 

 PROMULGADA Y APROBADA por el Concejo Municipal de la Ciudad de Wharton, 

Texas, el día de hoy 23 de febrero de 2026. 

 

        CIUDAD DE WHARTON, TEXAS   DA FE:  

     

    

Por:  ______________________________  _____________________________        

TIM BARKER        PAULA FAVORS                                       

 Alcalde                  Secretaria Municipal  

        

 

APROBADO POR: 

 

_____________________________ 

PAUL WEBB 

Abogado de la Ciudad 

 

Councilmember Russell Machann seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.   

The third item on the agenda was to review and consider a resolution of the Wharton City Council 

accepting a deed of gift from BRM3 Interests, L.P., and authorizing the Mayor of the City of 

Wharton to execute all documents related to said deed.  City Secretary Paula Favors stated that the 

City Staff was contacted by Mr. Robert R. Vineyard on behalf of BRM3 Interests, L.P., to inquire 

about donating a lot to the City.  Mrs. Favors said Mr. Vineyard advised that he had received 

several letters regarding the weedy lot and that maintaining it was a burden since he does not reside 

in town.  Mrs. Favors said that he wished to donate the property to the City.  She said the request 

was forwarded to City Attorney Paul Webb for a title search and concurrence on the advantages 

of accepting the donation. City Attorney Webb stated the lot abuts another City of Wharton lot and 
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Phase 2 of the levee and would provide future access off S. East Ave. to the City’s properties.  

After some discussion, Councilmember David Voulgaris moved to approve City of Wharton 

Resolution No. 2026-14, which read as follows: 

CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-14 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL ACCEPTING A DEED OF GIFT FROM 

BRM3 INTERESTS, L.P. AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF WHARTON 

TO EXECUTE ALL DOCUMENTS RELATED TO SAID DEED. 

 

 

WHEREAS, BRM3 Interests, L.P. wishes to donate a 0.1674-acre tract of land, known as Lot 9, Block 

59, Wharton, Wharton County, Texas, to the City of Wharton; and,  

 

WHEREAS,  The City of Wharton wishes to accept said parcel from BRM3 Interests, L.P.; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to authorize the Mayor of the City of Wharton to 

execute all documents related to said deed.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

WHARTON, TEXAS as follows: 

 

Section I. That the Wharton City Council hereby accepts the following parcel from BRM3 Interests, 

L.P.: 

1. Lot 9, Block 59, Wharton, Wharton County, Texas. 

 

Section II. That the Wharton City Council hereby authorizes the Mayor of the City of Wharton to 

execute all documents related to said deed.  

 

Section III. That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage.  

 

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 23rd day of February 2026. 

 

      CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS 

            

     By: _________________________ 

                   TIM BARKER 

                         Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

______________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 

 

Councilmember Larry Pittman seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  
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The fourth item on the agenda was to review and consider a resolution of the Wharton City Council 

approving Amendment No. 3 extending the lease agreement between the City of Wharton and 

ARC of Wharton for a new 10-year term lease period beginning November 1, 2027, and 

authorizing the Mayor of the City of Wharton to execute the agreement.  The City Secretary 

presented a copy of a letter from ARC President Sarah Hudgins requesting renewal of the lease 

agreement between the City of Wharton and ARC of Wharton.  Mrs. Favors stated the renewal 

was for an additional ten (10) years, and after that term, it would be until one party requests 

termination of the lease with one (1) year's notice.  After some discussion, Councilmember Terry 

Freese moved to approve the City of Wharton Resolution No. 2026-15, which read as follows: 

CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-15 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL APPROVING AMENDMENT 

NO. 3 EXTENDING THE LEASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF WHARTON 

AND ARC OF WHARTON FOR A NEW 10-YEAR TERM LEASE PERIOD BEGINNING 

NOVEMBER 1, 2027, AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF WHARTON 

TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT. 

 

WHEREAS, The City of Wharton and ARC of Wharton entered into a lease agreement; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The lease agreement is due to terminate on October 31, 2027; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The City of Wharton and ARC of Wharton hereby wish to extend the lease agreement 

as per Section 15 of the original lease for an additional ten (10) year period beginning 

November 1, 2027; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to approve the lease agreement extension; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to authorize the Mayor of the City of Wharton to 

execute the agreement. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

WHARTON, TEXAS as follows: 

 

Section I. That the Wharton City Council hereby approves the lease agreement Amendment 

No. 3 extension for an additional ten (10) year period with ARC of Wharton. 

 

Section II. That the City Council of the City of Wharton hereby authorizes the Mayor of the 

City of Wharton to execute the amendment to the afore-mentioned lease agreement. 

 

Section III. That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 23rd day of February 2026. 
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      CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS 

 

 

      By: __________________________ 

             TIM BARKER 

                                                                               Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 

 

Councilmember Larry Pittman seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.   

The fifth item on the agenda was to review and consider a resolution of the Wharton City Council 

authorizing and ratifying the emergency repairs of a sewer pipe on South Cloud and Burleson 

Street through Ram Rod Utilities, LLC, and authorizing the City Manager of the City of Wharton 

to execute all documents related to said repairs.  Public Works Director Roderick Semien stated 

that on February 10, 2026, the Public Works Department was contacted about a sinkhole near the 

corner of South Cloud Street and West Burleson Street.  Director Semien said that after an 

investigation, it was determined that the sinkhole resulted from a broken clay sewer pipe.  He said 

the Water Department attempted numerous times to locate the section of pipe to tie in, but was 

unsuccessful, and it was decided to contact Ram Rod Utilities to replace the entire line due to its 

failed integrity.   Director Semien stated the total cost of the repairs was $42,532.25.  After some 

discussion, Councilmember Terry Freese moved to approve the City of Wharton Resolution No. 

2026-16, which read as follows: 

CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-16 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING AND 

RATIFYING THE EMERGENCY REPAIRS OF A SEWER PIPE ON SOUTH CLOUD AND 

BURLESON STREET THROUGH RAM ROD UTILITIES, LLC, AND AUTHORIZING 

THE CITY MANAGER OF THE CITY OF WHARTON TO EXECUTE ALL DOCUMENTS 

RELATED TO SAID REPAIRS. 

 

WHEREAS, Emergency repairs were needed on a sewer pipe on South Cloud and Burleson Street 

after the discovery of a sinkhole; and,  

 

WHEREAS, The City of Wharton engaged the services of Ram Rod Utilities, LLC to repair the 

sewer pipe; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  The total cost of the repairs was in the amount of $42,532.25; and,  
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WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council ratifies the emergency repairs through Ram Rod Utilities 

LLC for the sewer pipe on South Cloud and Burleson Street and wishes to authorize 

the City Manager of the City of Wharton to execute all documents. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

WHARTON, TEXAS as follows: 

 

Section I. The Wharton City Council hereby approves and authorizes the City Manager of the 

City of Wharton to execute all documents related to said ratification for the emergency 

repairs of the sewer pipe. 

 

Section II. That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

 Passed, Approved, and Adopted this 23rd day of February 2026. 

 

      CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS 

 

      By: __________________________ 

             TIM BARKER 

             Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 

 

Councilmember Larry Pittman seconded the motion.   

The sixth item on the agenda was to review and consider a resolution of the Wharton City Council 

authorizing and ratifying the emergency repairs of a pump at Well #1 and Well #3 on Alabama 

Street and authorizing the City Manager of the City of Wharton to execute all documents related 

to said repairs.  Public Works Director Roderick Semien stated that on January 20, 2026, a routine 

inspection at 1015 N. Alabama St. found inefficiencies in the booster pumps at Wells #1 and #3.  

Director Semien said that after further inspection, the pumps’ internal components were worn out 

and unable to perform their intended function, and to restore the booster pump to its original specs, 

the following purchases were required.  

Precision Pump Systems Assembly Kit  $11,500.00 

Pumps of Houston, Inc. Check Valve  $1,964.00 

Director Semien requested that the City Council consider ratifying the purchase of the pump 

system assembly kit and the check valve.  After some discussion, Councilmember Russell 

Machann moved to approve City of Wharton Resolution No. 2026-17, which read as follows: 

CITY OF WHARTON 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2026-17 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING AND 

RATIFYING THE EMERGENCY REPAIRS OF A PUMP AT WELL #1 AND WELL #3 ON 

ALABAMA STREET AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER OF THE CITY OF 

WHARTON TO EXECUTE ALL DOCUMENTS RELATED TO SAID REPAIRS. 

 

WHEREAS, Emergency repairs were needed on a pump at Well #1 and Well #3 on Alabama Street; 

and,  

 

WHEREAS,  The total cost of the repairs was in the amount of $13,464.00; and,  

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council ratifies the emergency repairs for the pump at Well #1 and 

Well #3 on Alabama Street and wishes to authorize the City Manager of the City of 

Wharton to execute all documents. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

WHARTON, TEXAS as follows: 

 

Section I. The Wharton City Council hereby approves and authorizes the City Manager of the 

City of Wharton to execute all documents related to said ratification for the emergency 

repairs of the pump. 

 

Section II. That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

 Passed, Approved, and Adopted this 23rd day of February 2026. 

 

      CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS 

 

      By: __________________________ 

             TIM BARKER 

             Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 

Councilmember David Voulgaris seconded the motion.  All voted in favor. 
 

The seventh item on the agenda was to review and consider the Wharton Police Department 

Annual Contact Report for 2025.  Chief of Police Terry David Lynch presented a copy of the 

memorandum dated February 6, 2026, from him to City Manager Joseph R. Pace, submitting the 

City of Wharton 2025 Annual Contact Report (Racial Profiling Report) in accordance with Senate 

Bill 1074.  After some discussion, Councilmember Terry Freese moved to approve the Wharton 
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Police Department Annual Contract Report for 2025.  Councilmember Russell Machann seconded 

the motion. All voted in favor.  

The eighth item on the agenda was to review and consider a request from Chief of Police Terry 

Lynch regarding the 8th Annual Cops ‘n Rodders Car Show for the following:  

A. Waive all fees associated with renting the Wharton Civic Center. 

B. Allow participants and spectators to utilize restroom facilities in the Civic Center. 

C. Allow the use of food trucks/vendors and waive permit fees. 

D. Allow the consumption of alcoholic beverages on the outdoor premises of the Civic Center. 

E. Allow the Police Department to close the roadway of University Street from Fulton Street 

to the entrance of the Department of Human Services Driveway prior to and throughout 

the duration of the event (8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.). 

F. Use of the blue trash cans and liners from the Parks Department. 

G. Have the street sweeper sweep the parking area of the Civic Center on April 24, 2026. 

H. Should it rain, allow the potential fallback day on April 26, 2026. 

 

Chief Lynch presented a request regarding the 7th Annual Cops ‘n Rodders Car Show on April 25, 

2026, at the Wharton Civic Center.  After some discussion, Councilmember Russell Machann 

moved to approve the aforementioned items A. through H.  Councilmember Larry Pittman 

seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

 

The ninth item on the agenda was to review and consider a request from Chief of Police Terry 

David Lynch regarding the Touch-A-Truck event for the following: 

A. Use of Riverfront Park without fees. 

B. Clean the park restrooms before the event. 

C. Road Closure of 100 East Elm Street at South Fulton Street to 300 East Elm Street at South 

Resident Street. 

D. Use of City barricades. 

E. Allow the use of food trucks/vendors and waive permit fees. 

F. Have the Street Sweeper sweep the area on March 13, 2026. 

 

Chief Lynch presented a request to hold the Touch-A-Truck event on Saturday, March 7, 2026.   

After some discussion, Councilmember Terry Freese moved to approve the aforementioned items 

A. through F.  Councilmember Larry Pittman seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

 

The tenth item on the agenda was to review and consider the Texas Water Development Board 

Water Supply and Infrastructure Grant Consultant Selection Committee for Administration and 

Engineering Services: 

A. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council authorizing the City Staff to issue 

Requests for Qualifications (RFQ) for engineering services, establishing a consultant 

selection committee, and developing evaluation criteria for the selection of engineering 
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services for the Texas Water Development Board Water Supply and Infrastructure Grant 

(WSIG). 

B. Resolution:  A resolution of the Wharton City Council authorizing the City Staff to issue 

Requests for Proposals (RFP) for administrative services, establishing a consultant 

selection committee, and developing evaluation criteria for the selection of administrative 

services for the Texas Water Development Board Water Supply and Infrastructure Grants 

(WSIG) for grant application and management. 

 

City Secretary Paula Favors stated that the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) had opened 

a grant funding opportunity for Water Supply and Infrastructure, and that the City had several 

project needs that would be eligible for the funding.   Mrs. Favors said it was the City Staff’s 

recommendation that the City Council authorize the City Staff to issue requests for proposals 

(RFP) for administrative services and requests for qualifications (RFQs) for engineering services 

related to the Texas Water Development Board Water Supply and Infrastructure Grant and 

establish consultant selection committees for both administrative services and engineering services 

for the program.  After some discussion, Councilmember Russell Machann moved to approve City 

of Wharton Resolution No. 2026-18 and 2026-19, which read as follows: 

CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-18 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE CITY 

STAFF TO ISSUE REQUESTS FOR QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ) FOR ENGINEERING 

SERVICES AND ESTABLISHING A CONSULTANT SELECTION COMMITTEE AND 

DEVELOPING EVALUATION CRITERIA FOR THE SELECTION OF ENGINEERING 

SERVICES FOR THE TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD WATER SUPPLY 

AND INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT (WSIG). 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to authorize City Staff to issue Requests for 

Qualifications (RFQ) for Engineering Services for the Texas Water Development 

Board Water Supply and Infrastructure Grant (WSIG); and, 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to establish a Consultant Selection Committee 

for the Texas Water Development Board Water Supply and Infrastructure Grant 

(WSIG) and provide recommendations to the entire City Council; and, 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes the Consultant Selection Committee to consist 

of the Finance Director, the Public Works Director, and the Director of Planning & 

Development; and, 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes for this Committee to exist until a 

recommendation is forwarded to the entire City Council; and,  

WHEREAS,  The Wharton City Council wishes to establish the criteria of selection of the 

consulting firm as per Attachment A. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

WHARTON, TEXAS as follows: 

Section I. That the Wharton City Council hereby authorizes City Staff to issue Requests for 

Qualifications (RFQ) for Engineering Services for the Texas Water Development 

Board Water Supply and Infrastructure Grant (WSIG). 

Section II. That the Wharton City Council hereby establishes the City Council Consultant 

Selection Committee. 

Section III. That the Wharton City Council Consultant Selection Committee will consist of the 

Finance Director, the Public Works Director, and the Director of Planning & 

Development. 

Section IV. That the criteria as set forth in Attachment A are hereby approved. 

Section V. That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 Passed, Approved, and Adopted this 23rd day of February 2026. 

 

          CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS 

        

           By:__________________________ 

     TIM BARKER 

            Mayor 

 

ATTEST:   

_________________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 

 

CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-19 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE CITY 

STAFF TO ISSUE REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) FOR ADMINISTRATIVE 

SERVICES AND ESTABLISHING A CONSULTANT SELECTION COMMITTEE AND 

DEVELOPING EVALUATION CRITERIA FOR THE SELECTION OF 

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES FOR THE TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

WATER SUPPLY AND INFRASTRUCTURE GRANTS (WSIG) FOR GRANT 

APPLICATION AND MANAGEMENT. 
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WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to authorize the City Staff to issue Requests for 

Proposals (RFP) for Administrative Services for the Texas Water Development 

Board Water Supply and Infrastructure Grant (WSIG); and, 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to establish a Consultant Selection Committee 

for the Texas Water Development Board Water Supply and Infrastructure Grant 

(WSIG) and provide recommendations to the entire City Council; and, 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes the Consultant Selection Committee to consist 

of the Public Works Director, Finance Director and the Director of Planning & 

Development; and, 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes for this Committee to exist until a 

recommendation is forwarded to the entire City Council. 

WHEREAS,  The Wharton City Council wishes to establish the criteria of selection of the 

consulting firm as per Attachment A. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

WHARTON, TEXAS as follows: 

Section I. That the Wharton City Council hereby authorizes City Staff to issue Requests for 

Proposals (RFP) for Administrative Services for the Texas Water Development 

Board Water Supply and Infrastructure Grant (WSIG). 

Section II. That the Wharton City Council hereby establishes the City Council Consultant 

Selection Committee. 

Section III. The Wharton City Council Consultant Selection Committee will consist of the 

Public Works Director, Finance Director, and the Director of Planning & 

Development. 

Section IV. That the criteria as set forth in Attachment A are hereby approved. 

Section V. That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 Passed, Approved, and Adopted this 23rd day of February 2026. 

 

              CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS 

 

       By:__________________________ 

       TIM BARKER 

              Mayor 

 

ATTEST:   
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_________________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 

 

Councilmember Larry Pittman seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

The eleventh item on the agenda was to review and consider an update of the City of Wharton 

Grant Programs.   City Manager Joseph R. Pace presented the City of Wharton’s Grant 

Programs.   After some discussion, no action was taken.  

The twelfth item on the agenda was to review and consider an update on the City of Wharton's 

ongoing projects.  City Manager Joseph R. Pace presented the City of Wharton’s ongoing projects.   

After some discussion, no action was taken.  

 

The thirteenth item on the agenda was to review and consider appointments, resignations, and 

vacancies to the City of Wharton Boards, Commissions, and Committees: 

A. Resignations. 

B. Appointments. 

C. Vacancies. 

 

After some discussion, no action was taken.  

 

The fourteenth item on the agenda was to review and consider the Department Head Reports: 

A. City Secretary/Personnel. 

B. Code Enforcement. 

C. Community Services Department/Civic Center. 

D. Emergency Management. 

E. E. M. S. Department. 

F. Fire Department. 

G. Legal Department. 

H. Municipal Court. 

I. Police Department. 

J. Public Works Department. 

K. Water/Sewer Department. 

L. Weedy Lots/Sign Ordinance. 

M. Wharton Regional Airport. 

 

After some discussion, no action was taken.   

There being no further discussion, Councilmember David Voulgaris moved to adjourn.  All voted 

in favor. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:27 p.m. 
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                                                           CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS  

                                                                                                                                             

 

By: _____________________________ 

                                                               TIM BARKER 

                   Mayor  

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 

 



 

MINUTES 

OF 

CITY OF WHARTON 

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

FEBRUARY 23, 2026 

 

Mayor Tim Barker declared a Special Meeting duly open for the transaction of business at 5:30 

P.M. at City Hall, 120 E. Caney Street, Wharton, TX.    

Councilmembers present were:        Mayor, Tim Barker, and Councilmembers Terry Freese, 

Russell Machann, Burnell Neal, Steve Schneider, Larry 

Pittman, and David Voulgaris. 

Councilmember absent was:       None.  

Staff members present were:            City Manager, Joseph R. Pace; Finance Director, Joan 

Andel; City Secretary, Paula Favors, TRMC, CPM, MMC; 

Assistant to City Manager, Brandi Jimenez; Finance 

Accountant, London Davis; Building Official, Claudia 

Velasquez; Assistant to the Building Official, Shelby 

Robertson; and Public Works Director, Roderick Semien.   

Visitors present were:      None. 

Roll Call and Excused Absences. 

All members were present.  

 

Public Comments. 

Mayor Tim Barker called for Public Comments.  No comments were given. 

Wharton Moment. 

Mayor Tim Barker called for Wharton Moments.   

 

Review and Consider: 

1. Presentation: A presentation from Public Works Director Roderick Semien regarding the 

Public Works Department.  

 

Public Works Director Roderick Semien presented to the City Council the current state of the 

Public Works Department, future plans for Streets and Drainage, and requested guidance on 

priorities the City Council would like to see completed in the City.  

 

There being no further discussion, Councilmember David Voulgaris moved to adjourn.  All voted 

in favor. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 
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                                                           CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS  

                                                                                                                                             

 

By: _____________________________ 

                                                               TIM BARKER 

                   Mayor  

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 

 



City of Wharton 
120 E. Caney Street 
Wharton, TX 77488 
 

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION  
 

 
 

 

 

Meeting 
Date: 

3/9/2026 Agenda 
Item: 

Request from Mr. David Bowlin on behalf of A2J 
Holdings, LLC., 500 Abell St., Rust 3, Block 7, Lot 
ODD for a variance to build parking spaces over 
the ROW on Speed Street.  

 
Attached is the request from Mr. David Bowlin on behalf of A2J Holdings, LLC., 500 Abell St., Rust 3, 
Block 7, Lot ODD for a variance to build parking spaces over the ROW on Speed Street.  
 
The Planning Commission will provide a recommendation for City Council consideration at the March 
9, 2026, City Council Meeting. 
 
Director of Planning & Development Gwyn Teves will be present to answer any questions.  

City Manager: Joseph R. Pace Date: Tuesday, March 3, 2026 

Approval:      
 

Mayor: Tim Barker 

 



  

 City of Wharton 
 120 E. Caney • Wharton, TX  77488 

 Phone (979) 532-2491 • Fax (979) 532-0181 

 

 

       MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE:  March 2, 2026 

 

FROM:  Rob Kolacny, Planning Commission Chairperson 

 

TO:   Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

SUBJECT: Parking Variance 500 Abell Street 

The following item will be discussed during the Monday, March 2, 2026, meeting: 

 

1. Request from Mr. David Bowlin on behalf of A2J Holdings, LLC., 500 Abell St., Rust 3, 

Block 7, Lot ODD for a variance to build parking spaces over the ROW on Speed St. 

 

The Planning Commission will provide a recommendation on this item to the Council for a final 

decision at the Council meeting on March 9, 2026. 

 

If you should have any questions, please contact me. Thank You. 

 



CITY OF WHARTON 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE 

NOTE: If variance request is approved by the Planning Commission, the request will then be presented at the next City 

Council meeting for City Council consideration. Attendance by the applicant requesting the variance is mandatory during 

the City Council meeting. If applicant fails to attend the meeting, the variance request will not be considered by the City 

Council at that time. 

___________________________________ ____________________________ 
Name (Printed) Date 

___________________________________ 
Physical Address 

___________________________________ ________________ 
Legal Address 

Describe the variance request and the reason for requesting variance:  

ATTACH A SITE PLAN WITH DIMENSIONS TO PROPERTY LINES: 

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT: 

_________________________  __________         

Signature Date 

Planning Commission Meeting: _____________________ 

City Council Meeting:    _____________________ 

Building line setbacks Only 

Residential  $100.00___         

Non-Residential  $150.00___ 

Non-Refundable fee 

Effective November 3, 2006 

ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNER (S): 

___________________________________ 
Name  

___________________________________ 
Legal Address 

___________________________________ 
Name  

___________________________________ 
Legal Address 

___________________________________ 
Name  

___________________________________ 
Legal Address 

__________________________________________ 

Planning Department  

__________________________________________ 

Chairman of the Planning Commission 

__________________________________________ 

Mayor   

_________________________ 
Phone 

_________________________ 
Physical Address 

_________________________ 
Phone 

_________________________ 
Physical Address 

_________________________ 
Phone 

_________________________ 
Physical Address 

____2/24/2026________________ 

Date 

_____________________________ 

Date 

_____________________________

_ Date 
F:CodeEnforcement/MasterDocuments/APPVAR 

A2J Holdings, LLC (David Bowlin) February 24, 2026

500 Abell Street, Wharton, TX  77488

Prop ID 23084  RUST 3 BLOCK 7 LOT ODD

500 Abell will be 34 housing units. Design objective is to distribute parking around the site for convenience.

Approve 5 parallel parking spaces along Speed St (circled in green) to be placed in the Right-of-Way

02/24/2026



  

 City of Wharton 
 120 E. Caney • Wharton, TX  77488 
 Phone (979) 532-2491 • Fax (979) 532-0181 
 
 
       MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  February 23, 2026 
 
FROM:  Gwyneth Teves, Director of Planning and Development 
 
TO:   Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
SUBJECT: Request for variances at 500 Abell St. 

 
 
Attached is a request from Mr. David Bowlin on behalf of A2J Holdings, LLC. 500 Abell St., Rust 
3, Block 7, Lot ODD for variances to be allowed to construct parking spaces over the ROW on 
Speed St.  

 
Mr. Bowlin has met with staff in reference to the development and the resubmittal of the variance 
request. Mr. Bowlin presented this item and several other variances before the Planning 
Commission and City Council in June/July of 2024. At that time, Mr. Bowlin was granted a setback 
variance but was denied the variances to place parking areas within the right-of-way. Mr. Bowlin 
is now asking for the variance on Speed Street to be revisited.  
 
It is the recommendation of the Building Official, Public Works Director and me that the variance 
for any parking spaces in the Right-of-Way (ROW) is not allowed. The ordinance requires that 
off-street parking be provided and permanent structures are not permitted in the ROW. The parking 
areas proposed location would also put vehicles over existing utilities and potentially set a 
precedence for future development requests. 
 
If you should have any questions, please contact me. Thank You. 
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1. SPEED, CENTER, ALABAMA, AND ABELL STREETS ARE ALL LOCAL ROADS
AND THUS HAVE STANDARD 25' SETBACKS. UNITS 201-207 AND 301-307 ARE
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Microsoft, Vantor, Esri Community Maps Contributors, Texas Parks & Wildlife, © OpenStreetMap, Microsoft, CONANP, Esri, TomTom, Garmin, SafeGraph, GeoTechnologies, Inc, METI/NASA, USGS,
EPA, NPS, US Census Bureau, USDA, USFWS, Jones & Carter, Inc., Map data © OpenStreetMap contributors, Microsoft, Facebook, Inc. and its affiliates, Esri Community Maps contributors, Map
layer by Esri, Esri, HERE, Garmin, NGA, USGS, NPS

Disclaimer: This product is offered for informational purposes
and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal,
engineering, or surveying purposes.  It does not represent an
on-the-ground survey and represents only the approximate
relative location of property, governmental and/or political
boundaries or related facilities to said boundary.  No express
warranties are made by Quiddity Engineering, LLC concerning
the accuracy, completeness, reliability, or usability of the
information included within this exhibit.
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(a)

(b)

(1)

(2)

(3)

Sec. 18-79. - Off-street parking requirements.

Off-street parking required. At the time that any building, use or structure is initiated, erected, enlarged or converted from one land

use to another land use which requires an increase in the number of parking spaces, off-street parking facilities shall be provided in

accordance with these regulations for the use of occupants, employees, visitors and patrons. Off-street parking facilities shall be

maintained and continued as long as the building, use or structure is continued. No person shall utilize such building, use or structure

without providing the required off-street parking facilities. In addition, it shall be unlawful to discontinue or dispense with, or cause the

discontinuance or reduction of, the required parking facilities apart from the discontinuance of the building, use or structure, without

establishing alternative off-street parking facilities which meet these requirements. The provisions of this section may not apply to

properties located in the downtown business area. These properties shall be evaluated separately by the building official for

applicability.

Amount of off-street parking spaces required. The required number of off-street parking spaces for any building, use or structure shall

be determined by the list of land use classifications and corresponding parking standards contained in Table 3.1, of this section. Such

parking standards shall be applied subject to the following subsections:

Seating capacity. Where requirements are established on the basis of the number of seats, such requirements shall be based on

the seating capacity permitted by the fire code and approved by the fire marshall's office. When determining seating capacity for a

building, use or structure utilizing bench seating, each 22 inches of bench shall be considered one seat.

Fractions. Fractional numbers shall be increased to the next whole number if the fraction is five-tenths or more, and when the

fraction is less than five-tenths, the next lower whole number shall apply.

Unlisted uses. The off-street parking requirements for any use not specifically listed in Table 3.1 shall be the same as those for the

use most similar to the proposed use, as determined by the building official.

Table 3.1

Off-Street Parking Standards

LAND USE NUMBER OF

PARKING SPACES

Single-family, patio-cluster, townhouse, condominium, manufactured home 2.0 spaces per

dwelling unit

Multifamily apartments Per dwelling unit:

 Efficiency: 1.0 per

space

 1 Bedroom: 1.5

spaces

 2 Bedrooms: 2.0

spaces

6/14/24, 2:06 PM Wharton, TX Code of Ordinances
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