
 

 

 

CITY OF WHARTON 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

 

Monday, April 13, 2026 

7:00 PM 

 

CITY HALL 120 EAST CANEY STREET 
WHARTON, TEXAS 77488  



NOTICE OF 

CITY OF WHARTON 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
 

 Notice is hereby given that a City Council Regular Meeting will be held on Monday, April 

13, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at the Wharton City Hall, 120 East Caney Street, Wharton, Texas, at which 

time the following subjects will be discussed, to-wit: 

 

SEE ATTACHED AGENDA 

 

 Dated this 7th day of April 2026. 

 

 

   By:      

         Joseph R. Pace, City Manager 

 

 I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that the above Notice of Meeting of the City 

Council Regular Meeting is a true and correct copy of said Notice and that I posted a true and 

correct copy of said Notice on the bulletin board, at City Hall of said City or Town in Wharton, 

Texas, a place convenient and readily accessible to the general public at all times, and said Notice 

was posted on April 7, 2026, at 4:30 p.m. and remained so posted continuously for at least three 

(3) business days preceding the scheduled time of said meeting. 

 

 The Wharton City Hall is wheelchair accessible. Access to the building and special parking 

are available at the primary entrance. Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and 

may need auxiliary aids or services, such as interpreters for individuals who are deaf or hearing 

impaired, readers, or large print, are requested to contact the City Secretary's Office at (979) 532-

4811, Ext. 225 or by FAX (979) 532-0181 at least two (2) days prior to the meeting date. BRAILLE 

IS NOT AVAILABLE. 

 

 Dated this 7th day of April 2026. 

 

   CITY OF WHARTON 

 

   By:    

    Paula Favors 

    City Secretary  



 

A G E N D A  

CITY OF WHARTON 

City Council Regular Meeting 

Monday, April 13, 2026 

City Hall - 7:00 PM 

 

 

Call to Order –Opening Devotion –Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call and Excused Absences. 

Public Comments. 

Wharton Moment. 

Proclamation:  

1. Proclamation: Public Safety Telecommunicators Week. 

2. Proclamation: Fair Housing. 

Review and Consider: 

1. Reading of the minutes from the regular meetings held on March 9, 2026, and March 23, 

2026, and the special meetings held on March 9, 2026, and March 16, 2026. 

2. Request from Mr. Arnold Amaro on behalf of the property owner, 1990 South Richmond 

Trust of 2511 N. Richmond Rd. # 3, Cracker Barrel, Lot 1 PT for a 5’ variance from the 

required 5’ minimum side yard setback for generator storage addition. 

3. Request from Ms. Angelica Torres on behalf of property owner Annie Garza of 117 N. East 

Ave., Wharton, Wharton, Block 17, Lot 7, for a 19’ variance from the required 25’ 

minimum front yard setback for residential reconstruction/addition. 

4. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council approving the renewal of the 

Memorandum of Understanding with the Caney Creek Conservation Foundation 

regarding the use of Guadalupe Park and authorizing the Mayor of the City of Wharton to 

execute all documents related to said Memorandum of Understanding.  

5. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council accepting a grant from the 100 Club 

of Wharton for the Wharton Police Department and authorizing the Mayor of the City of 

Wharton to execute all documents related to said grant. 

6. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council approving the purchase of two (2) 

Stalker LIDAR Radar Units with a grant from the 100 Club of Wharton for the Wharton 

Police Department and authorizing the City Manager of the City of Wharton to execute 

all documents related to said grant. 



7. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council approving the purchase of 

PatrolFinder GPS Software for the Wharton Police Department and authorizing the City 

Manager of the City of Wharton to execute all documents related to said purchase. 

8. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council approving the purchase of the 

patient compartment and chassis, from Frazer LTD, through the Houston-Galveston Area 

Council (H-GAC) Cooperative Purchasing Program and authorizing the Mayor of the City 

of Wharton to execute all documents related to said purchases. 

9. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council approving the purchase of the Power 

Load and Power Load ProCare Service from Stryker Medical and authorizing the City 

Manager to execute all documents related to said purchase. 

10. State Highway 60 Exchange and Redesignation: 

A. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council requesting the transfer 

of that certain public roadway described herein on Exhibit “A” from the Texas 

Department of Transportation to the City of Wharton and authorizing the 

Mayor of the City of Wharton to execute all documents related to said 

request. 

B. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council supporting the 

redesignation of certain roadway segments within the city limits and 

authorizing the Mayor of the City of Wharton to execute all documents 

related to said redesignation. 

 

11. Appointments, Resignations, and Vacancies to the City of Wharton Boards, Commissions, 

and Committees: 

A. Resignations. 

B. Appointments. 

C. Vacancies. 

 

12. City Council Boards, Commissions, and Committee Reports: 

A. Finance Committee Meeting held on March 23, 2026. 

 

Adjournment. 



City of Wharton 
120 E. Caney Street 
Wharton, TX 77488 
 

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION  
 

 
 

 

 

Meeting 
Date: 

4/13/2026 Agenda 
Item: 

Proclamation: Public Safety Telecommunicators 
Week. 

 

City Manager: Joseph R. Pace Date: Tuesday, April 7, 2026 

Approval:      
 

Mayor: Tim Barker 

 



     CITY OF WHARTON 

   OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

   PROCLAMATION 
 

   Public Safety Telecommunicators Week 

 Proclamation 

    April 12th-18th, 2026 

   

 

WHEREAS,  Emergencies can occur at any time that requires police, fire, or emergency medical 

services; and, 

WHEREAS,  When an emergency occurs, the prompt response of police officers, volunteer 

firefighters, and emergency medical services is critical to the protection of life and 

preservation of property; and, 

  

WHEREAS,  The safety of our police officers, emergency medical services, and volunteer 

firefighters is dependent upon the quality and accuracy of information obtained 

from citizens who telephone the Emergency Communications Center of the 

Wharton Police Department; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  Public Safety Telecommunicators are the first and most critical contact our citizens 

have with emergency services; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  Public Safety Telecommunicators are the single vital link for our police officers, 

emergency medical service, and volunteer firefighters by monitoring their activities 

by radio, providing them information, and ensuring their safety; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  Public Safety Telecommunicators of the Wharton Police Department have 

contributed substantially to the apprehension of criminals, suppression of fires, and 

treatment of patients; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  Each dispatcher has exhibited compassion, understanding, and professionalism 

during the performance of their job in the past year. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, I, Tim Barker, Mayor of the City of Wharton, in 

recognition of this event, do hereby proclaim the week of April 12th-18th, 2026, in the City of 

Wharton as: 

“PUBLIC SAFETY TELECOMMUNICATORS WEEK” 

In honor of the men and women whose diligence and professionalism keep our City, County, and 

nation safe. 

 

IN WITNESS THEREOF, I have set my hand and caused the seal of the City of Wharton to be 

affixed this 13th day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand twenty-six A.D. 
 

        

        ___________________________ 

   Tim Barker 

                   Mayor 

  

 



City of Wharton 
120 E. Caney Street 
Wharton, TX 77488 
 

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION  
 

 
 

 

 

Meeting 
Date: 

4/13/2026 Agenda 
Item: 

Proclamation: Fair Housing. 

 

City Manager: Joseph R. Pace Date: Tuesday, April 7, 2026 

Approval:      
 

Mayor: Tim Barker 

 



         CITY OF WHARTON 

             OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
 

 

                 PROCLAMATION 
 

 
 

 

 

WHEREAS, Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968, as amended, prohibits discrimination in 

housing and declares it is a national policy to provide, within constitutional limits, for 

fair housing in the United States; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The principal of Fair Housing is not only national law and national policy, but a 

fundamental human concept and entitlement for all Americans; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The anniversary of this National Fair Housing Law, during the month of April, provides 

an opportunity for all Americans to recognize that complete success in the goal of equal 

housing opportunity can only be accomplished with the help and cooperation of all 

Americans. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, I, Tim Barker, by the authority vested in me as Mayor 

of the City of Wharton, Texas, do hereby proclaim 

 

 

                                 The Month of April as  

    “Fair Housing Month” 

 
          

In the City of Wharton, I hereby urge all the citizens of this locality to become aware of and support 

the Fair Housing Law. 

 

IN WITNESS THEREOF, I have set my hand and caused the seal of the City of Wharton to be 

affixed this 13th day of April in the year of our Lord two thousand twenty-six A.D. 
 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

  TIM BARKER 

    Mayor  

    City of Wharton, Texas 



City of Wharton 
120 E. Caney Street 
Wharton, TX 77488 
 

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION  
 

 
 

 

 

Meeting 
Date: 

4/13/2026 Agenda 
Item: 

Reading of the minutes from the regular meetings 
held on March 9, 2026, and March 23, 2026, and 
the special meetings held on March 9, 2026, and 
March 16, 2026. 

 
Attached are the draft minutes from the regular meetings held on March 9, 2026, and March 23, 2026, 
and the special meetings held on March 9, 2026, and March 16, 2026. 

City Manager: Joseph R. Pace Date: Tuesday, April 7, 2026 

Approval:      
 

Mayor: Tim Barker 

 



 

MINUTES 

OF 

CITY OF WHARTON 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

MARCH 09, 2026 

 

Mayor Tim Barker declared a Regular Meeting duly open for the transaction of business at 7:00 

P.M. at City Hall, 120 E. Caney Street, Wharton, TX.   Councilmember Russell Machann led the 

opening devotion, and Mayor Tim Barker led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Councilmembers present were:        Mayor Tim Barker, Councilmembers Terry Freese, 

Burnell Neal, Russell Machann, Larry Pittman, Steve 

Schneider, and David Voulgaris.   

Councilmember absent was:       None.     

Staff members present were:            City Manager, Joseph R. Pace; Finance Director, Joan 

Andel; City Secretary/Assistant City Manager, Paula 

Favors; Planning and Development Director, Gwyn Teves; 

Assistant to the City Manager, Brandi Jimenez; Police 

Chief, Terry David Lynch; and Finance Account, London 

Davis.    

Visitors present were:                         Ron Sanders, Sandy Sanders, David Bowlin, Walter 

Garrett, Susie Carlson, Wharton Chamber of Commerce 

Executive Director, Karen Smith, Liz Stegiat, Yolanda 

OKeyl, and Colby Primeaux with the Wharton County 

Leader Journal.    

 

Roll Call and Excused Absences. 

All Councilmembers were present.   

 

Public Comments. 

Mayor Tim Barker called for Public Comments.   

 

Wharton Moment. 

Mayor Tim Barker called for Wharton Moments.   

 

1. Mr. Ron Sanders commented on what a benefit the sidewalk project was for the City of 

Wharton. Mr. Sanders said that even though it was Federal money being used, it takes 

City employees to do the footwork for the project, and he was grateful to see Wharton 

becoming a walkable City to work, play, and stay!   

2. Mayor Tim Barker announced the memorial at the courthouse would soon be rededicated 

sometime in April. 
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Review and Consider: 

The first item on the agenda was to review and consider the reading of the minutes from the regular 

meetings held on February 9, 2026, and February 23, 2026, and the special meeting held on 

February 23, 2026.  After some discussion, Councilmember Russell Machann moved to approve 

the regular meetings held on February 9, 2026, and February 23, 2026, and the special meeting 

held on February 23, 2026.  Councilmember Steve Schneider seconded the motion.  All voted in 

favor.   

The second item on the agenda was to review and consider a request from Mr. David Bowlin on 

behalf of A2J Holdings, LLC., 500 Abell St., Rust 3, Block 7, Lot ODD for a variance to build 

parking spaces over the ROW on Speed Street. Planning and Development Director Gwyn Teves 

presented a copy of a request from Mr. David Bowlin on behalf of A2J Holdings, LLC., 500 Abell 

St., Rust 3, Block 7, Lot ODD for a variance to build parking spaces over the ROW on Speed 

Street. Planning and Development Director Teves stated that the Planning Commission met and 

recommended that the City Council consider approving the request.  Mrs. Teves said it was not 

the City Staff’s recommendation to approve the variance.  After some discussion, Councilmember 

Burnell Neal moved to approve the request from Mr. David Bowlin on behalf of A2J Holdings, 

LLC., 500 Abell St., Rust 3, Block 7, Lot ODD for a variance to build parking spaces over the 

ROW on Speed Street. Councilmember David Voulgaris seconded the motion.  Councilmember 

Larry Pittman and Councilmember Terry Freese seconded the motion.  Councilmembers Burnell 

Neal, Steve Schneider, David Voulgaris, and Russell Machann voted in favor.  The motion carried.   

The third item on the agenda was to review and consider a request from Mr. Richard Clements of 

210 E. Caney St., Wharton, Block 15, Lot 1, 1A, 2 & 2A, for a 17’ variance from the required 25’ 

minimum front yard setback for installation of a wraparound porch. Director of Planning & 

Development Gwyn Teves presented a copy of a request from Mr. Richard Clements of 210 E. 

Caney St., Wharton, Block 15, Lot 1, 1A, 2 & 2A, for a 17’ variance from the required 25’ 

minimum front yard setback for installation of a wraparound porch.  Planning and Development 

Director Teves stated that the Planning Commission recommended that the City Council consider 

approving the variance.  After some discussion, Councilmember Russell Machann moved to 

approve the request from Mr. Richard Clements of 210 E. Caney St., Wharton, Block 15, Lot 1, 

1A, 2 & 2A, for a 17’ variance from the required 25’ minimum front yard setback for installation 

of a wraparound porch.  Councilmember Larry Pittman seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.   

The fourth item on the agenda was to review and consider a request from the Wharton County 

Farmers Market for the following: 

A. Use of Riverfront Park for the Wharton County Farmers Market for the Spring Market 

from March 21, 2026, through June 27, 2026, as well as the storage behind the park 

restrooms to store market supplies. 

B. Allow glass containers. 

C. Waive all park fees. 

D. Allow a variance to the placement of off-premise outdoor advertising display signs, 

allowing signs to be displayed for the whole season.  
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E. Furnish two (2) trash cans. 

F. Provide barricades to prevent cars from entering the vendor area.   

 

Ms. Liz Stegint, President of the Wharton County Farmer’s Market, stated she was requesting the 

above-mentioned items for the Spring Market, from March 21, 2026, to June 27, 2026.  After some 

discussion, Councilmember Terry Freese moved to approve the aforementioned items A. through 

F. for the Spring Market, from March 21, 2026, to June 27, 2026.  Councilmember Burnell Neal 

seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.    

The fifth item on the agenda was to review and consider a resolution of the Wharton City Council 

rescinding Resolution 2026-10 and approving the submission of an application to the Office of the 

Governor, Operation Lone Star, for the Wharton Police Department, and authorizing the Mayor of 

the City of Wharton to execute all documents related to said submission. Chief of Police Terry 

David Lynch stated that the previously passed Resolution 2026-10 did not include the officer's 

salary and benefits, and he wanted to rescind it and have the City Council approve a new resolution 

covering those costs.  After some discussion, Councilmember Terry Freese moved to approve City 

of Wharton Resolution No. 2026-20, which read as follows: 

CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-20 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL RESCIDING RESOLUTION 

2026-10 AND APPROVING THE SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION TO THE OFFICE 

OF THE GOVERNOR, OPERATION LONE STAR FOR THE WHARTON POLICE 

DEPARTMENT AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF WHARTON TO 

EXECUTE ALL DOCUMENTS RELATED TO SAID SUBMISSION.  

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to rescind Resolution 2026-10 and approves the 

submission of an application to the Office of the Governor, Operation Lone Star, for 

the Wharton Police Department to enhance interagency border security operations by 

including the facilitation of direct actions to deter and interdict criminal activity and 

detain non-citizen inmates; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  Said grant is for a one (1) year period beginning September 1, 2026, and ending on 

August 31, 2027; and,  

 

WHEREAS,  If awarded, the grant would fund a fully outfitted patrol vehicle, tools, and supplies 

for one full-time or part-time officer to include salary, benefits, and overtime, as well 

as all fuel, training, and outfitting for that officer; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council agrees that in the event of loss or misuse of the 

Office of the Governor's funds, the Wharton City Council assures that the 

funds will be returned to the Office of the Governor in full; and,  
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WHEREAS,  The Wharton City Council designates Mayor Tim Barker as the grantee’s 

authorized official.  The authorized official is given the power to apply for, 

accept, reject, alter, or terminate the grant on behalf of the applicant agency; 

and,  

 

WHEREAS,  The Wharton City Council designates Finance Director Joan Andel as the grantee’s 

financial officer.  The financial officer is given the power to submit financial and/or 

programmatic reports or alter a grant on behalf of the applicant agency. 

 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS: 

 

SECTION I. The Wharton City Council hereby rescinds Resolution 2026-10 and approves the 

submission of an application to the Office of the Governor, Operation Lone Star, for 

the Wharton Police Department. 

 

SECTION II. That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 9th day of March 2026. 

 

 

              CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS 

 

 

       By: ______________________________ 

              TIM BARKER 

              Mayor  

 

ATTEST: 

 

________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary  

 

Councilmember Larry Pittman seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.   

The sixth item on the agenda was to review and consider the State Highway 60 Exchange and 

Redesignation: 

A. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council requesting the transfer of that certain 

public roadway described herein on Exhibit “A” from the Texas Department of 

Transportation to the City of Wharton and authorizing the Mayor of the City of Wharton 

to execute all documents related to said request. 
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B. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council supporting the redesignation of 

certain roadway segments within the city limits and authorizing the Mayor of the City of 

Wharton to execute all documents related to said redesignation. 

 

Director of Planning & Development Gwyn Teves stated that, as part of the City of Wharton 

Comprehensive Plan and Downtown Development Ordinance, it had been recommended that 

commercial traffic be rerouted out of the downtown area.  Planning and Development Director 

Teves said the suggested rerouting had been to move traffic from Milam Street to Alabama Road, 

and these discussions had been ongoing with TxDOT for many years. She said that upon 

completion of the FM 1301 Extension, they had received TxDOT support and approval.  Mrs. 

Teves stated that, as part of completing this transition, TxDOT required the City of Wharton to 

authorize the exchange and redesignate the roadways involved.  After some discussion, 

Councilmember Burnell Neal voted to approve the request.  The motion died for a lack of a second.   

The seventh item on the agenda was to review and consider a resolution of the Wharton City 

Council, entering into an agreement with Holistic Utility Solutions to provide support services and 

authorizing an application for the Texas Backup Power Package Program funding for generator 

backup at the Wharton Civic Center through the TIPS Cooperative Program, and authorizing the 

Mayor to execute all documents related to said agreement and application.  Director of Planning 

& Development Gwyn Teves stated the Public Utility Commission had opened grant funding for 

the Texas Backup Power Package Program. Planning and Development Director Teves said the 

City Staff would like to submit two applications for this program to provide backup generators at 

the Wharton Civic Center and the Wastewater Treatment Plant #1.   Mrs. Teves said Holistic Utility 

Solutions had submitted an agreement for support services to assist with the application and 

administration of funding, if received, for the Texas Backup Power Package Program through the 

Public Utility Commission. She said Holistic Utility Solutions was a vendor through the TIPS 

Cooperative Program, which the City participates in.  Director Teves stated it was the Staff’s 

recommendation that the City Council authorize the Mayor to execute the agreement for support 

services with Holistic Utility Solutions and authorize the Staff to apply for the Texas Backup 

Power Package Program through the Public Utility Commission for a backup generator at the 

Wharton Civic Center and Wastewater Treatment Plant #1.  After some discussion, 

Councilmember Larry Pittman moved to approve City of Wharton Resolution No. 2026-21, which 

read as follows: 

CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-21 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL, ENTERING INTO AN 

AGREEMENT WITH HOLISTIC UTILITY SOLUTIONS TO PROVIDE SUPPORT 

SERVICES AND AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION FOR THE TEXAS BACKUP 

POWER PACKAGE PROGRAM FUNDING FOR GENERATOR BACKUP AT THE 

WHARTON CIVIC CENTER THROUGH THE TIPS COOPERATIVE PROGRAM, AND 
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AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE ALL DOCUMENTS RELATED TO SAID 

AGREEMENT AND APPLICATION. 

 

WHEREAS, Information was made available on the Texas Backup Power Package Program 

Funding through the Public Utility Commission; and, 

WHEREAS,  Holistic Utility Solutions submitted a proposal for support services; and, 

WHEREAS,  The City of Wharton is a member of and participates in the TIPS Cooperative 

Purchasing Program; and, 

WHEREAS,  The Wharton City Council wishes to authorize the submission of an application 

for the Texas Backup Power Package Program Fundings through the Public Utility 

Commission; and,  

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to approve Holistic Utility Solutions for support 

services; and,  

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to authorize the Mayor of the City of Wharton 

to execute all documents related to said agreement and application. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS: 

 

SECTION I. The Wharton City Council hereby authorizes the Mayor to execute the agreement 

with Holistic Utility Solutions for support services and application submission for 

a backup generator at the Wharton Civic Center through the Texas Backup Power 

Package Program Funding offered by the Public Utility Commission through the 

TIPS Cooperative Purchasing Program. 

SECTION II.  The Wharton City Council hereby authorizes the Mayor to execute all documents 

related to said agreement and application. 

SECTION III. That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 9th day of March 2026. 

 

CITY OF WHARTON 

 

       ____________________________   

       TIM BARKER 

Mayor 

ATTEST: 
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_________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 

 

Councilmember David Voulgaris seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

The eighth item on the agenda was to review and consider a resolution of the Wharton City 

Council, entering into an agreement with Holistic Utility Solutions to provide support services and 

authorizing an application for the Texas Backup Power Package Program funding for generator 

backup at the Wastewater Treatment Plant #1 through the TIPS Cooperative Program, and 

authorizing the Mayor to execute all documents related to said agreement and application.  Director 

of Planning & Development Gwyn Teves stated the Public Utility Commission had opened grant 

funding for the Texas Backup Power Package Program. Planning and Development Director Teves 

said the City Staff would like to submit two applications for this program to provide backup 

generators at the Wharton Civic Center and the Wastewater Treatment Plant #1.   She said Holistic 

Utility Solutions had submitted an agreement for support services to assist with the application 

and administration of funding, if received, for the Texas Backup Power Package Program through 

the Public Utility Commission. Mrs. Teves stated Holistic Utility Solutions was a vendor through 

the TIPS Cooperative Program which the City participates in.   Planning and Development Director 

Teves said it was the Staff’s recommendation that the City Council authorize the Mayor to execute 

the agreement for support services with Holistic Utility Solutions and authorize the Staff to submit 

an application for the Texas Backup Power Package Program through the Public Utility 

Commission for a backup generator at the Wharton Civic Center and Wastewater Treatment Plant 

#1.  After some discussion, Councilmember Russell Machann moved to approve City of Wharton 

Resolution No. 2026-22, which read as follows: 

CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-22 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL, ENTERING INTO AN 

AGREEMENT WITH HOLISTIC UTILITY SOLUTIONS TO PROVIDE SUPPORT 

SERVICES AND AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION FOR THE TEXAS BACKUP 

POWER PACKAGE PROGRAM FUNDING FOR GENERATOR BACKUP AT THE 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT #1 THROUGH THE TIPS COOPERATIVE 

PROGRAM AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE ALL DOCUMENTS 

RELATED TO SAID AGREEMENT AND APPLICATION. 

 

WHEREAS, Information was made available on the Texas Backup Power Package Program 

Funding through the Public Utility Commission; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Holistic Utility Solutions submitted a proposal for support services; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The City of Wharton is a member of and participates in the TIPS Cooperative 
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Purchasing Program; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  The Wharton City Council wishes to authorize the submission of an application for 

the Texas Backup Power Package Program Fundings through the Public Utility 

Commission; and, 

  

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to approve Holistic Utility Solutions for support 

services; and,  

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to authorize the Mayor of the City of Wharton to 

execute all documents related to said agreement and application. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS: 

 

SECTION I. The Wharton City Council hereby authorizes the Mayor to execute the agreement 

with Holistic Utility Solutions for support services and application submission for 

a backup generator at the Wastewater Treatment Plant #1 through the Texas Backup 

Power Package Program Funding offered by the Public Utility Commission through 

the TIPS Cooperative Purchasing Program. 

 

SECTION II. The Wharton City Council hereby authorizes the Mayor to execute all documents 

related to said agreement and application. 

 

SECTION III. That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 9th day of March 2026. 

 

 

CITY OF WHARTON 

 

       ____________________________   

       TIM BARKER 

Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 

 

Councilmember Larry Pittman seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

The ninth item on the agenda was to review and consider appointments, resignations, and 

vacancies to the City of Wharton Boards, Commissions, and Committees: 

A. Resignations. 

B. Appointments. 
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C. Vacancies. 

 

After some discussion, no action was taken.  

The tenth item on the agenda was Executive Session:  

 City Council may adjourn into an Executive Session in accordance with Section 551.074 

of the Local Government Code, Revised Civil Statutes of Texas.  Final action, decision, or 

vote, if any with regard to any matter considered in Executive Session shall be made in 

Open Meeting. 

Discussion: 

A. To deliberate the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, 

discipline, or dismissal of a public officer or employee: 

1. Retirement of Finance Director.  

 

Mayor Tim Barker moved the meeting into closed session at 7:32 p.m. 

The eleventh item on the agenda was action on items discussed in Executive Session: 

A. Appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline, or dismissal of a 

public officer or employee: 

1. Retirement of Finance Director. 

 

Mayor Tim Barker moved the meeting into open session at 7:46 p.m.   

Councilmember Russell Machann moved to accept the retirement of Finance Director Joan Andel, 

starting April 4th, 2026, and thanked her for everything that she did for the City during her tenure.  

Councilmember Larry Pittman seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

Adjournment. 

Councilmember David Voulgaris moved to adjourn the meeting.   

The meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m. 

 

                                                           CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS  

                                                                                                                                             

 

By: _____________________________ 

                                                               TIM BARKER 

                   Mayor   

ATTEST: 
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_________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 

 



 

MINUTES 

OF 

CITY OF WHARTON 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

MARCH 23, 2026 

 

Mayor Tim Barker declared a Special Meeting duly open for the transaction of business at 7:00 

P.M. at City Hall, 120 E. Caney Street, Wharton, TX.    

Councilmembers present were:        Mayor, Tim Barker, and Councilmembers Terry Freese, 

Russell Machann, Burnell Neal, Steve Schneider, Larry 

Pittman, and David Voulgaris. 

Councilmember absent was:       None.  

Staff members present were:            City Manager, Joseph R. Pace; Finance Director, Joan 

Andel; Assistant to City Manager, Brandi Jimenez; 

Finance Accountant, London Davis; Building Official, 

Claudia Velasquez; Police Chief Terry David Lynch; and 

Public Works Director, Roderick Semien.   

Visitors present were:      Clifford Jackson; Susie Carlson; Gregg Hippel; Sara 

Wind; Andres Garza, Jr.; Laura Wind; Myron Andel; 

Rebecca Crabb; Tammy Janik; Todd Janik; Chad Faucet; 

Teresa Priem; and Colby Primeaux, with the Wharton 

Leader Journal.   

Roll Call and Excused Absences. 

All members were present.  

 

Public Comments. 

Mayor Tim Barker called for Public Comments.  No comments were given. 

Wharton Moment. 

Mayor Tim Barker called for Wharton Moments.   

Proclamation  

Mayor Tim Barker presented the following Proclamation:  

         CITY OF WHARTON 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

                                                             PROCLAMATION 

 

WHEREAS,  Violence and abuse remain a significant public health issue, but communities may 

thrive by establishing partnerships between survivors, social service organizations, 

law enforcement, government, civic agencies, and victim advocates; and, 
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WHEREAS, 1 in 3 women and 1 in 6 men will experience unwanted sexual experiences in their 

lifetime, and 1 in 6 boys and 1 in 4 girls will experience child abuse before the age 

of 18; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  Abuse can have long-term damaging effects on the survivor that leave a mark on 

family, friends, and the community at large; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  Each year, the month of April is dedicated to recognizing survivors of sexual assault 

and child abuse while also providing prevention, awareness, education, and 

accessible resources; and,    

 

WHEREAS,  We dedicate ourselves to protecting vulnerable members of our community and 

encourage all citizens to learn more about the ongoing efforts in prevention and 

awareness.  The Crisis Center and Department of Family & Protective Services ask 

the community to join in promoting public awareness and prevention throughout 

the month of April, including: 

• ‘Start by Believing Day’ on April 1st to support those who have been the 

victims of sexual violence. 

• Light up the Square in El Campo on April 7th to recognize survivors in 

our communities. 

• ‘Go Blue Day’ on April 3rd- wear blue to support awareness of child 

abuse. 

• ‘Denim Day’ on April 29th- Wear denim in support of survivors of sexual 

violence.   

        Together, we can create a better future for children, families, and all citizens of Wharton. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, TIM BARKER, by the authority vested in me as Mayor of the City of 

Wharton, Texas, do hereby proclaim the month of April 2026 as 

 

“Sexual Assault and Child Abuse Awareness Month” 

 

In the City of Wharton, let it signify our commitment to supporting survivors of sexual assault and 

child abuse while encouraging strong criminal justice and civil system responses to end the 

epidemic of violence and abuse in our communities. 

 

IN WITNESS THEREOF, I have set my hand and caused the seal of the City of Wharton to be 

affixed this 23rd day of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand twenty-six A.D. 

 

Review and Consider: 

The first item on the agenda was a presentation to Finance Director Joan Andel in recognition of 

her years of service to the City of Wharton.  Mayor Tim Barker presented Finance Director Joan 

Andel with a plaque for her service.   After some discussion, no action was taken.   

The second item on the agenda was to review and consider the City of Wharton Financial Report 

for February 2026.  Finance Director Joan Andel presented the City of Wharton Financial Report 
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for February 2026.  After some discussion, Councilmember Russell Machann made a motion to 

approve the City of Wharton Financial Report for February 2026.  Councilmember Terry Freese 

seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.   

The third item to review and consider was a request from Ms. Karen Smith, Executive Director of 

the Wharton Chamber of Commerce, for the following for the Countywide Garage Sale on Friday, 

June 5, 2026, and Saturday, June 6, 2026: 

A. The use of Guffey Park. 

B. Placement of two trash cans with trash bags at Guffey Park. 

C. Allow placement of necessary signage if it is not placed in the right-of-way within the City. 

Wharton Chamber of Commerce Executive Director, Karen Smith, presented a copy of her request 

for the above-mentioned items for the Countywide Garage Sale, scheduled for Friday, June 5, 

2026, and Saturday, June 6, 2026.  After some discussion, Councilmember Russell Machann 

moved to approve the request for the aforementioned items for the Countywide Garage Sale, 

scheduled for Friday, June 5, 2026, and Saturday, June 6, 2026. Councilmember Terry Freese 

seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

The fourth item on the agenda was to review and consider a request from Wharton Chamber of 

Commerce Executive Director Karen Smith for the following for the 250th Celebration on July 4, 

2026, from 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.: 

A. Close Fulton Street between Burleson Street and Milam Street, close Houston Street 

between Burleson Street and Milam Street from 2:00 p.m. until 12:00 a.m., and Elm Street 

between Houston Street and Residence Street from 8:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. on Saturday, 

July 4, 2026. 

B. Pick up six generator lights for safety at the fair location and Guffey Park Parking Area. 

C. Allow consumption and possession of alcohol on City property and approximately two 

adjoining blocks to include all participating businesses.  

D. Waive all local permit fees. 

E. Provide City trash containers, bags, and a dumpster.  

F. Provide City workers for trash pickup and haul off after 11:00 p.m. 

 

Wharton Chamber of Commerce Executive Director, Karen Smith, presented a copy of a request 

for the above-mentioned items for the 250th Celebration on July 4, 2026, from 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 

p.m.  After some discussion, Councilmember Terry Freese moved to approve the request for the 

aforementioned items for the 250th Celebration on July 4, 2026, except that item F will be provided 

the following day. Councilmember David Voulgaris seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

 

The fifth item on the agenda was to review and consider a request from the Monterey Square 

Business Association for the following for the Monterey Square Wine and Arts Fair on October 

10, 2026: 
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A. Close Fulton Street between Burleson Street and Milam Street, as well as close Houston 

Street between Burleson Street and Hawes Street, from 2:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. on 

Saturday, October 10, 2026. 

B. Provide six generator lights for safety at the fair location and the Guffey Park parking area. 

C. Allow open containers for alcohol on City property on the exterior sides of Monterey 

Square and approximately two adjoining blocks to include all participating businesses.  

D. Waive all local permits and fees. 

E. Provide trash containers, bags, and a dumpster. 

F. Provide City workers for trash pickup and haul off after 10:00 p.m.  

 

Wharton Chamber of Commerce Executive Director, Karen Smith, presented a request to the City 

of Wharton for assistance with the above-mentioned items for the Monterey Square Business 

Association’s Monterey Square Wine and Arts Fair on October 10, 2026.  After some discussion, 

Councilmember Terry Freese moved to approve the request for the aforementioned items except 

for B and F.  Councilmember Larry Pittman seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

The sixth item on the agenda was to review and consider a request by Ms. Karen Smith, Executive 

Director of the Wharton Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture, for the City of Wharton's 

assistance by approving the following for Party by the Bridge to be held Thursday, October 22, 

2026, at Riverfront Park: 

A. Traffic control as needed, including the route of a children’s train. 

B. Access to electrical power within the park. 

C. Trash cans, liners, and clean-up assistance. 

D. Request for mosquito spraying and fire ant treatment. 

E. Allow open containers within the confines of the event area, coordinated with the 

Wharton Police Department. 

F. Labor and logistics to pick up, set up, and return chairs and round tables owned by the 

Chamber. 

G. Picking up, setting up, operating, and returning four generator-light plants that the 

Chamber will rent. 

H. Waive all fees. 

 

Wharton Chamber of Commerce Executive Director, Karen Smith, presented a copy of a request 

for the above-mentioned items for the City of Wharton's assistance by approving the following for 

Party by the Bridge to be held Thursday, October 22, 2026, at Riverfront Park.  After some 

discussion, Councilmember Terry Freese moved to approve the request for the aforementioned 

items.  Councilmember Steve Scheinder seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

The seventh item on the agenda was to review and consider a request from Ms. Karen Smith, 

Executive Director of the Wharton Chamber of Commerce, for the following for the Fall 

Countywide Garage Sale on Friday, November 6, 2026, and Saturday, November 7, 2026: 

A. The use of Guffey Park. 
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B. Placement of two trash cans with trash bags at Guffey Park. 

C. Allow placement of necessary signage if it is not placed in the right-of-way within the 

City. 

 

Wharton Chamber of Commerce Executive Director, Karen Smith, presented a copy of a request 

for the above-mentioned items for the Countywide Garage Sale, scheduled for Friday, June 5, 

2026, and Saturday, June 6, 2026.  After some discussion, Councilmember Russell Machann 

moved to approve the request from Ms. Karen Smith, Executive Director of the Wharton Chamber 

of Commerce, for the Fall Countywide Garage Sale on Friday, November 6, 2026, and Saturday, 

November 7, 2026, and the aforementioned items A. through C.  Councilmember Terry Freese 

seconded the motion.  All voted in favor. 

The eighth item on the agenda was to review and consider a resolution by the City of Wharton, 

Texas (“City”) regarding the Interim Rate Adjustment Application of CenterPoint Energy 

Resources Corp. d/b/a CenterPoint Energy Entex and CenterPoint Energy Texas Gas, Texas Coast 

Division, for the 12-month period ending December 31, 2025.  City Manager Joseph R. Pace stated 

that on or about February 17, 2026, CenterPoint filed for an increase in gas utility rates under the 

Gas Reliability Infrastructure Program (“GRIP”).  City Manager Pace said CenterPoint’s 

application, if approved by the Commission, would result in an increase in the monthly customer 

charges in the following percentage increases in a customer’s fixed customer charge with gas cost, 

in its Texas Coast Division: 

Residential Customer:  11.05% increase in customer charge 

Commercial Customer: 11.90% increase in customer charge 

General Service – Large Volume:     12.24% increase in customer charge 

 

City Attorney Paul Webb stated he reviewed the information, and TCUC’s Special Counsel, the 

law firm of Herrera Law & Associates, PLLC, had as well; they both recommended that the City 

adopt a resolution suspending CenterPoint’s proposed effective date for 45 days, and assuming a 

proposed effective date of April 18, 2026, CenterPoint’s proposed effective date is suspended until 

June 2, 2026.  After some discussion, Councilmember Terry Freese moved to approve City of 

Wharton Resolution No. 2026-23, which read as follows: 

CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-23 

 

A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS, (“CITY”) 

REGARDING THE INTERIM RATE ADJUSTMENT APPLICATION OF 

CENTERPOINT ENERGY RESOURCES CORP. d/b/a CENTERPOINT ENERGY 

ENTEX AND CENTERPOINT ENERGY TEXAS GAS, TEXAS COAST 

DIVISION, FOR THE 12-MONTH PERIOD ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2025. 

 

WHEREAS, on or about February 17, 2026, CenterPoint Energy Resources Corp. d/b/a/ 

CenterPoint Energy Entex and CenterPoint Energy Texas Gas, Texas Coast Division 
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(“CenterPoint”) filed an application for an interim rate adjustment/Gas Reliability Infrastructure 

Program (“GRIP”), which if approved, results in an increase in the monthly customer charges as 

follows:  

                                                                               

 

Rate  

Schedule 

 

     Current 

Customer 

Charge 

Proposed 

2026 Interim 

Rate 

Adjustment 

     

 

Adjusted 

Charge 

   

 

Increase Per Bill 

R-2099-I-GRIP 2026; 

R-2099-U-GRIP 2026 

              Residential 

$22.36 

per customer 

per month 

$2.47 

per customer 

per month 

$24.83 

per customer 

per month 

$2.47 

per customer 

per month 

GSS-2099-I-GRIP 2026; 

GSS-2099-U-GRIP 2026 

General Service 

                 Small 

$35.12 

per customer 

per month 

$4.18 

per customer 

per month 

$39.30 

per customer 

per month 

$4.18 

per customer 

per month 

GSLV-630-I-GRIP 2026; 

GSLV-630-U-GRIP 2026 

General Service 

           Large Volume 

$450.89 

per customer 

per month 

$55.21 

per customer 

per month 

$506.12 

per customer 

per month 

$55.21 

per customer 

per month 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the City has a special responsibility to exercise due diligence with regard to 

rate increases of monopoly utilities who operate within its boundaries; and 

WHEREAS, the application to increase rates by CenterPoint is complex; and  

WHEREAS, it is necessary to suspend the effective date for the increase in rates for forty-

five days, so that the City can assure itself that the data and calculations in CenterPoint’s rate 

application are correctly done; and  

WHEREAS, the effective date proposed by CenterPoint is April 18, 2026, but a 

suspension by the City will mean that the rate increase cannot go into effect prior to June 2, 2026. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

WHARTON, TEXAS THAT: 

Section 1. That the statements and findings set out in the preamble to this resolution 

are hereby in all things approved and adopted. 

Section 2. The City suspends the requested effective date by CenterPoint for forty-five 

days pursuant to the authority granted the City under Section 104.301 of the Texas Utilities Code 

to allow the City to review the data and calculations that provide the basis for CenterPoint’s 

proposed increase in rates. 
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Section 3. The City shall continue to act jointly with other cities that are part of a 

coalition of cities known as the Texas Coast Utilities Coalition (“TCUC”) of cities.  

Section 4. The City authorizes the law firm of Herrera Law & Associates, PLLC, to 

act on its behalf in connection with CenterPoint’s application to increase rates.  

Section 5.  To the extent allowed by law, CenterPoint is ordered to pay the City’s 

reasonable rate case expenses incurred in response to CenterPoint’s rate increase application 

within 30 days of receipt of invoices for such expenses to the extent allowed by law. 

Section 6. A copy of this Resolution shall be transmitted to TCUC’s Special Counsel, 

Mr. Alfred R. Herrera, Herrera Law & Associates, PLLC, P.O. Box 302799, Austin, Texas 78703 

or via email to aherrera@herreralawpllc.com.  

Section 7. The meeting at which this resolution was approved was in all things 

conducted in compliance with the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas Government Code, Chapter 

551. 

Section 8. This resolution shall be effective immediately upon passage. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 23rd day of March 2026. 

CITY OF WHARTON 

 

___________________________________ 

TIM BARKER 

MAYOR 

 

ATTEST: 

________________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

CITY SECRETARY 

 

Councilmember Schneider seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

The ninth item on the agenda was to review and consider the City of Wharton Prosperity Bank 

Accounts, TexPool Account, and Texas Class Account, authorizing designated signatories.  

Attached is a memo from Finance Director Joan Andel regarding the City of Wharton Prosperity 

Bank Accounts, TexPool Account, and Texas Class Account.  Finance Director Joan Andel stated 

that, effective April 6, 2026, she would be removed from the above-mentioned accounts, and Mr. 

London Davis would need to be added as a signatory.  After some discussion, Councilmember 

mailto:aherrera@herreralawpllc.com


City of Wharton City Council Regular Meeting 

Minutes - March 23, 2026 

Page 8 of 11 

 

Russell Machann moved to approve the City of Wharton Resolution No. 2026-24, which read as 

follows: 

CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-24 

 

CITY OF WHARTON PROSPERITY BANK ACCOUNTS, TEXPOOL ACCOUNT, AND 

TEXAS CLASS ACCOUNT AUTHORIZING DESIGNATED SIGNATORIES. 

 

 Resolved that the City Council of the City of Wharton, Texas, hereby authorizes the following 

officers of the City of Wharton to the City's Prosperity Bank Accounts, TexPool Account, and Texas 

Class Accounts: 

 

1. Joseph R. Pace, City Manager                  ______________________________ 

        Signature 

 

2. London Davis, Finance Director   ______________________________ 

        Signature 

 

3. Tim Barker, Mayor     ______________________________ 

        Signature 

 

  

 That, effective April 6, 2026, the above-listed City Officials are the authorized signatures to 

the City of Wharton's Prosperity Bank Accounts, TexPool Account, and Texas Class Accounts. 

 

 That this resolution shall become effective on April 6, 2026. 

 

 PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Wharton, Texas, 

this 23rd day of March 2026. 

 

        CITY OF WHARTON 

 

 

By:  ________________________ 

                TIM BARKER 

                Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 

 

Councilmember Terry Freese seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  
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The tenth item on the agenda was to review and consider the proposed City of Wharton Write-

Offs: 

 

A. City of Wharton EMS. 

B. Utilities. 

 

City of Wharton Finance Director Joan Andel presented a copy of the memorandum dated March 

16, 2026, in which she recommended the write-offs for the EMS accounts, and the Utility 

Department’s request that the uncollected balances for Fiscal Year 2024-2025 be written off due 

to non-payment. Mrs. Andel stated that the City Council Finance Committee met on Monday, 

March 23, 2026, and recommended that the City Council consider approving the proposed write-

offs for the EMS and Utility Departments.  After some discussion, Councilmember Russell 

Machann moved to approve the write-offs for the EMS accounts and the Utility Department’s 

request that the uncollected balances for Fiscal Year 2024-2025 be written off. Councilmember 

Larry Pittman seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.    

 

The eleventh item on the agenda was to review and consider a resolution of the Wharton City 

Council authorizing the repairs for the pool from Landmark Aquatic through the BuyBoard 

Cooperative Purchasing Program and authorizing the City Manager to execute all documents 

related to said repairs. Finance Director Joan Andel stated that City Staff received quotes from 

Landmark Aquatic, a BuyBoard member, to repair the pool and restore it to operational status for 

the 2026 Season.   Public Works Director Roderick Semien stated that the quote indicated the City 

would be responsible for locating a welder if connections to the filter tank need to be reattached, 

and that there would be an additional expense.  He said the leak repair would be $33,000.00. 

Finance Director Andel said the Finance Committee met on March 23, 2026, and recommended 

that the City Council consider approving the request to contract with Landmark Aquatic.  After 

some discussion, Councilmember Burnell Neal moved to approve City of Wharton Resolution No. 

2026-25, which read as follows:  

CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-25 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE REPAIRS FOR 

THE POOL FROM LANDMARK AQUATIC THROUGH THE BUYBOARD COOPERATIVE 

PURCHASING PROGRAM AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE ALL 

DOCUMENTS RELATED TO SAID REPAIRS. 

 

WHEREAS, Quotes were received for the repairs at the pool; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The City of Wharton is a member of and participates in the Buyboard Cooperative 

Purchasing Program; and, 

 

WHEREAS,    Landmark Aquatic submitted a quote in the amount of $66,520.00; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to approve Landmark Aquatic for the repairs at the pool in 

the amount of $66,520.00; and,  
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WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to authorize the City Manager of the City of Wharton to 

execute all documents related to said repairs. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS: 

 

SECTION I. The Wharton City Council hereby approves the pool repairs from Landmark Aquatic 

through the BuyBoard Cooperative Purchasing Program in the amount of $66,520.00. 

 

SECTION II.  The Wharton City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager to execute all documents 

related to repairs. 

 

SECTION III. That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 23rd day of March 2026. 

 

CITY OF WHARTON 

   

      ____________________________   
      TIM BARKER 

Mayor 

       

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________ 
PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 

 

Councilmember Terry Freese seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

The twelfth item on the agenda was to review and consider the City Manager Reimbursement.  

After some discussion, Councilmember Terry Freese moved to approve the City Manager 

Reimbursement.  Councilmember Burnell Neal seconded the motion.  All voted in favor. 

The thirteenth item on the agenda was to review and consider an update of the City of Wharton 

Grant Programs.  Planning and Development Director Gwyn Teves presented an update on the 

City of Wharton Grant Programs.  After some discussion, no action was taken.   

The fourteenth item on the agenda was to review and consider an update on the City of Wharton's 

ongoing projects.  City Manager Joseph R. Pace presented the update on the City of Wharton’s 

ongoing projects.  After some discussion, no action was taken.   

The fifteenth item on the agenda to review and consider was the appointments, resignations, and 

vacancies to the City of Wharton Boards, Commissions, and Committees: 

A. Resignations. 

B. Appointments. 

C. Vacancies. 
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After some discussion, no action was taken. 

The sixteenth item on the agenda to review and consider was the Department Head Reports: 

A. City Secretary/Personnel. 

B. Code Enforcement. 

C. Community Services Department/Civic Center. 

D. Emergency Management. 

E. E. M. S. Department. 

F. Fire Department. 

G. Legal Department. 

H. Municipal Court. 

I. Police Department. 

J. Public Works Department. 

K. Water/Sewer Department. 

L. Weedy Lots/Sign Ordinance. 

M. Wharton Regional Airport. 

 

After some discussion, no action was taken. 

Adjournment. 

There being no further discussion, Councilmember David Voulgaris moved to adjourn.  All voted 

in favor. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:33 p.m. 

 

                                                           CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS  

                                                                                                                                             

 

By: _____________________________ 

                                                               TIM BARKER 

                   Mayor  

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 

 



 

M I N U T E S  

OF 

CITY OF WHARTON 

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MARCH 09, 2026 

 

Mayor Tim Barker declared a Special Meeting duly open for the transaction of business at 5:30 

P.M. at City Hall, 120 E. Caney Street, Wharton, TX.    

Councilmembers present were:        Mayor, Tim Barker, and Councilmembers Terry Freese, 

Russell Machann, Steve Schneider, Larry Pittman, and 

David Voulgaris. 

Councilmember absent was:       Burnell Neal. 

Staff members present were:            City Manager, Joseph R. Pace; Finance Director, Joan 

Andel; City Secretary, Paula Favors, TRMC, CPM, MMC; 

Assistant to City Manager, Brandi Jimenez; Finance 

Accountant, London Davis; Emergency Management 

Coordinator, Ben Guanajuato; Police Chief, Terry David 

Lynch; Planning and Development Director, Gwyn Teves, 

and Public Works Director, Roderick Semien.   

Visitors present were:      Ron Sanders, George Burns, Charles Burns, Steven Ward, 

Ron Sanders, Munir Munawar, and Colby Primeaux with 

the Wharton County Leader Journal.    

Roll Call and Excused Absences. 

Councilmember Burnell Neal was not present.   

 

Public Comments. 

Mayor Tim Barker called for Public Comments.  No comments were given. 

Wharton Moment. 

Mayor Tim Barker called for Wharton Moments.   

Review and Consider: 

1. Presentation: A presentation by the City Manager.  

City Manager Joseph R. Pace presented to the City Council a proposed building for a new City 

Hall that would also house other City departments.  City Manager Pace requested guidance from 

the City Council on how to move forward with the idea.  Mr. Munir Munawar, property owner, 

discussed the different options for the building of interest.  The City Council discussed wanting to 

know the cost of the potential building.  After some discussion, no action was taken.   

 

Adjournment. 
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There being no further discussion, Councilmember David Voulgaris moved to adjourn.  All voted 

in favor. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 5:53 p.m. 

 

                                                           CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS  

                                                                                                                                             

 

By: _____________________________ 

                                                               TIM BARKER 

                   Mayor  

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 

 



 

MINUTES 

OF 

CITY OF WHARTON 

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MARCH 16, 2026 

 

Mayor Tim Barker declared a Special Meeting duly open for the transaction of business at 5:30 

P.M. at City Hall, 120 E. Caney Street, Wharton, TX.    

Councilmembers present were:        Mayor, Tim Barker, and Councilmembers Terry Freese, 

Burnell Neal, Steve Schneider, Larry Pittman, and David 

Voulgaris. 

Councilmember absent was:       Russell Machann. 

Staff members present were:            City Manager, Joseph R. Pace; Finance Director, Joan 

Andel; City Secretary, Paula Favors, TRMC, CPM, MMC; 

Assistant to City Manager, Brandi Jimenez; Finance 

Accountant, London Davis; Emergency Management 

Coordinator, Ben Guanajuato; Police Chief, Terry David 

Lynch; Planning and Development Director, Gwyn Teves, 

Building Official Claudia Velasquez, HR Generalist 

Selena Rios, EMS Director Christy Gonzales, Fire Chief 

Hector Hernandez, Finance Clerk Theresa Wittig, 

Customer Service Clerk Stacy Wrobliski, Customer 

Service Clerk Lynette Masek, and Public Works Director, 

Roderick Semien.   

Visitors present were:      Ranessa Davis, Bendasha Davis, and Adraylle Watson.    

Roll Call and Excused Absences. 

Councilmember Terry Freese moved to excuse Councilmember Russell Machann.  

Councilmember Steve Schneider seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.   

 

Public Comments. 

Mayor Tim Barker called for Public Comments.   

1. Mayor Tim Barker stated that he was very impressed with the new sidewalks that were 

being installed throughout the City and the speed at which they were being installed.   

 

2. City Manager Joseph R. Pace stated that Taco Bell was being built and expected to be open 

within 90 days.  

Wharton Moment. 

Mayor Tim Barker called for Wharton Moments.   

Executive Session 
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1. City Council may adjourn into an Executive Session in accordance with Section 551.074 

of the Local Government Code, Revised Civil Statutes of Texas.  Final action, decision, or 

vote, if any with regard to any matter considered in Executive Session shall be made in 

Open Meeting. 

Discussion: 

A. To deliberate the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, 

discipline, or dismissal of a public officer or employee: 

B.  

1. Finance Director.  

 

Mayor Tim Barker moved the meeting into closed session at 5:32 p.m. 

Return to Open Session  

1. Action on items discussed in Executive Session: 

A. Appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline, or dismissal of a 

public officer or employee: 

1. Finance Director. 

 

Mayor Tim Barker moved the meeting into open session at 5:40 p.m.   

 

Councilmember David Voulgaris moved to appoint London Davis as Finance Director, effective 

April 4th, 2026.  Councilmember Larry Pittman seconded the motion.  All voted in favor. 

Councilmember Burnell Neal thanked the outgoing Finance Director, Joan Andel, for her 

mentorship of Mr. Davis and for her service to the City. 

Adjournment. 

There being no further discussion, Councilmember David Voulgaris moved to adjourn.  All voted 

in favor. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 5:43 p.m. 

 

                                                           CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS  

                                                                                                                                             

 

By: _____________________________ 

                                                               TIM BARKER 

                   Mayor  
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City of Wharton 
120 E. Caney Street 
Wharton, TX 77488 
 

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION  
 

 
 

 

 

Meeting 
Date: 

4/13/2026 Agenda 
Item: 

Request from Mr. Arnold Amaro on behalf of the 
property owner, 1990 South Richmond Trust of 
2511 N. Richmond Rd. # 3, Cracker Barrel, Lot 1 PT 
for a 5’ variance from the required 5’ minimum 
side yard setback for generator storage addition. 

 
Attached is the request from Mr. Arnold Amaro on behalf of the property owner, 1990 South Richmond 
Trust of 2511 N. Richmond Rd. # 3, Cracker Barrel, Lot 1 PT for a 5’ variance from the required 5’ 
minimum side yard setback for generator storage addition. 
 
The Planning Commission will meet on Monday, April 6, 2026, and will provide a recommendation for 
City Council consideration. 
 
Director of Planning & Development Gwyn Teves will be present to answer any questions.  

City Manager: Joseph R. Pace Date: Tuesday, April 7, 2026 

Approval:      
 

Mayor: Tim Barker 

 



  

 City of Wharton 
 120 E. Caney • Wharton, TX  77488 

 Phone (979) 532-2491 • Fax (979) 532-0181 

 

 

       MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE:  April 6, 2026 

 

FROM:  Rob Kolacny, Planning Commission Chairperson 

 

TO:   Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

SUBJECT: Setback Variance 2511 N. Richmond Rd. #3 

The following item will be discussed during the Monday, April 6, 2026, meeting: 

 

1.  Request from Mr. Arnold Amaro on behalf of property owner 1990 South Richmond Trust 

of 2511 N. Richmond Rd. # 3, Cracker Barrel, Lot 1 PT for a 5’ variance from the required 

5’ minimum side yard setback for generator storage addition. 

 

The Planning Commission will provide a recommendation on this item to the Council for a final 

decision at the Council meeting on April 13, 2026. 

 

If you should have any questions, please contact me. Thank You. 

 






