
 

 

 

CITY OF WHARTON 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

 

Monday, September 22, 2025 

7:00 PM 

 

CITY HALL 120 EAST CANEY STREET 
WHARTON, TEXAS 77488  



NOTICE OF 

CITY OF WHARTON 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
 

 Notice is hereby given that a City Council Regular Meeting will be held on Monday, 

September 22, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. at the Wharton City Hall, 120 East Caney Street, Wharton, Texas, 

at which time the following subjects will be discussed, to-wit: 

 

SEE ATTACHED AGENDA 

 

 Dated this 16th day of September 2025. 

 

 

   By:      

         Joseph R. Pace, City Manager 

 

 I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that the above Notice of Meeting of the City 

Council Regular Meeting is a true and correct copy of said Notice and that I posted a true and 

correct copy of said Notice on the bulletin board, at City Hall of said City or Town in Wharton, 

Texas, a place convenient and readily accessible to the general public at all times, and said Notice 

was posted on September 16, 2025, at 4:30 p.m. and remained so posted continuously for at least 

three (3) business days preceding the scheduled time of said meeting. 

 

 The Wharton City Hall is wheelchair accessible. Access to the building and special parking 

are available at the primary entrance. Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and 

may need auxiliary aids or services, such as interpreters for individuals who are deaf or hearing 

impaired, readers, or large print, are requested to contact the City Secretary's Office at (979) 532-

4811, Ext. 225 or by FAX (979) 532-0181 at least two (2) days prior to the meeting date. BRAILLE 

IS NOT AVAILABLE. 

 

 Dated this 16th day of September 2025. 

 

   CITY OF WHARTON 

 

   By:    

    Paula Favors 

    City Secretary  



 

                A G E N D A  

                        CITY OF WHARTON 

                 City Council Regular Meeting 

                  Monday, September 22, 2025 

                        City Hall - 7:00 PM 

 

          Taxpayer Impact Statement 

 

This addendum is provided pursuant to Section 551.043(c)(2) of the Texas Government Code 

because the City Council will discuss or adopt a budget.  The average Homestead Taxable Value 

in Wharton, Texas, is $174,635.  A physical copy of the City of Wharton Proposed Budget is 

available at City Hall or online at https://t.ly/n8qYa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call to Order –Opening Devotion –Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call and Excused Absences. 

Public Comments. 

Wharton Moment. 

Public Hearing: 

1. Public Hearing: A Public Hearing on the proposed tax rate for the 2025 tax year. 

Proclamation:  

2. Proclamation: Domestic Violence. 

Review and Consider: 

1. City of Wharton Financial Report for August 2025. 

2. Ordinance: An ordinance adopting the Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Annual Budget for the City 

of Wharton, Texas; appropriating the sums established therein; and directing the City 

Secretary to file copies as required by law. 

3. Ordinance:  An ordinance levying a tax rate for the City of Wharton, Texas, for the Tax 

Year 2025; directing the Tax Assessor-Collector to assess, account for, and distribute the 

taxes as herein levied; and providing repealing and severability clauses. 

Property Tax Bill Under Current Fiscal Year Budget 

2024-25 

 

$714.47 

Estimate of Property Tax Bill Under Proposed 

Budget for Fiscal Year 2025-26 

 

$740.64 

Estimate of Property Tax Bill if No-New-Revenue 

Rate of $0.41799 Per $100 is adopted for Fiscal Year 

2025-26 

 

 

$729.96 

https://t.ly/n8qYa


4. Resolution:  A resolution of the Wharton City Council adopting the City of Wharton 

Investment Policy after the Annual Review of the City of Wharton Investment Policy and 

setting an effective date. 

5. Request from Ms. Traci Myers, Director of the WCJC Senior Citizens Program, to host a 

WCJC 5K Stride and Stroll on October 25, 2025, at the Riverfront Park Central Pavilion, 

and assistance with the following: 

A. To post the event (WCJC 5K Stride and Stroll 2025) on the Digital Billboard on 

Highway 59 by La Casona/Walmart.  

B. Close part of Elm Street between Brietling Lane and Fulton Street from 6:30 

a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

C. To use city-owned barricades for the street closures at Elm Street and 

Brietling Lane, Elm Street and Resident Street, Elm Street and Rusk Street, 

and Elm Street and Fulton Street. 

D. To have trash barrels and extra liners provided.   

E. To waive all fees that may apply to this event. 

 

6. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council authorizing the Mayor of the City of 

Wharton, Wharton County, Texas, to execute an agreement with the Wharton Chamber 

of Commerce and Agriculture for Visitor and Convention Bureau Services for October 1, 

2025, to September 30, 2026, Fiscal Year. 

7. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council approving a Professional Services 

Agreement between the City of Wharton and Safebuilt Texas, LLC for plan review, 

inspections, code enforcement, and other professional services, and authorizing the 

Mayor of the City of Wharton to execute the agreement. 

8. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council approving an agreement with Angels 

Lawn Care for mowing services and authorizing the Mayor of the City of Wharton to 

execute the agreement. 

9. Wharton County Emergency Services District No. 3: 

A.   Resolution:  A resolution of the Wharton City Council approving an Interlocal 

Agreement for Emergency Medical Services between the City of Wharton and 

the Wharton County Emergency Services District (ESD) No. 3 and authorizing 

the Mayor of the City of Wharton to execute the agreement. 

 B.   Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council approving an Interlocal 

Agreement for Administrative Services between the City of Wharton and the 

Wharton County Emergency Services District (ESD) No. 3 and authorizing the 

Mayor of the City of Wharton to execute the agreement. 

 

10. Texas Municipal League (TML) Region 14 Director Election. 

11. Update on the City of Wharton's ongoing projects. 

 



12. Appointments, Resignations, and Vacancies to the City of Wharton Boards, Commissions, 

and Committees: 

A. Resignations. 

B. Appointments. 

C. Vacancies. 

 

13. Department Head Reports: 

A. City Secretary/Personnel. 

B. Code Enforcement. 

C. Community Services Department/Civic Center. 

D. Emergency Management. 

E. E. M. S. Department. 

F. Fire Department. 

G. Legal Department. 

H. Municipal Court. 

I. Police Department. 

J. Public Works Department. 

K. Water/Sewer Department. 

L. Weedy Lots/Sign Ordinance. 

M. Wharton Regional Airport. 

 

Adjournment. 



City of Wharton 
120 E. Caney Street 
Wharton, TX 77488 
 

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION  
 

 
 

 

 

Meeting 
Date: 

9/22/2025 Agenda 
Item: 

Public Hearing: A Public Hearing on the proposed 
tax rate for the 2025 tax year. 

 

City Manager: Joseph R. Pace Date: Tuesday, September 16, 2025 

Approval:      
 

Mayor: Tim Barker 

 



City of Wharton 
120 E. Caney Street 
Wharton, TX 77488 
 

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION  
 

 
 

 

 

Meeting 
Date: 

9/22/2025 Agenda 
Item: 

Proclamation: Domestic Violence. 

 

City Manager: Joseph R. Pace Date: Tuesday, September 16, 2025 

Approval:      
 

Mayor: Tim Barker 

 



     
          CITY OF WHARTON 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

                                               PROCLAMATION 
 
WHEREAS,  Domestic violence remains a pervasive issue across Wharton, Wharton County, the United States, 

and the world with implications for personal and community health; and,   

 

WHEREAS, Domestic violence does not discriminate and touches all communities regardless of age, race, 

disability, gender identity, or socioeconomic status; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  Domestic Violence Awareness Month is nationally recognized every October, and is an opportunity 

to help our community promote and protect the safety and freedom of all who seek refuge from this 

terrible crime; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  The Crisis Center of Matagorda and Wharton County is dedicated to helping victims of domestic 

violence by providing free and confidential services such as advocacy, education, shelter, and 

resources. In the past year, the Crisis Center has provided services to 1,061 clients of domestic 

violence and 6,970 nights of shelter to adults and children.  Through these programs, individuals and 

families can feel a sense of hope, safety, and protection; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  Research shows incidents of domestic violence are reduced by creating communities where people 

are connected, supportive, and care for one another.  The City of Wharton encourages members of 

the community to work together to increase domestic violence awareness; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  During the month of October, the Crisis Center will promote public awareness of domestic violence 

as part of Domestic Violence Awareness Month. On Wednesday, October 1, 2025, the Center will 

host “Walk a Mile in Their Shoes,” a one-mile walk from the Center on Fulton Street to the county 

courthouse in support of victims and survivors. On Thursday, October 16, 2025, citizens are 

encouraged to participate in “Go Purple Day,” a National Day of Action, by wearing purple as a 

symbol of peace, courage, survival, honor, and personal dedication to domestic violence awareness. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, TIM BARKER, by the authority vested in me as Mayor of the City of Wharton, Texas, 

do hereby proclaim the month of October 2025 as 

 

“Domestic Violence Awareness Month” 

 
In the City of Wharton, in recognition of the important work done by survivors, domestic violence programs, and 

victim service providers, we urge all citizens to actively participate in the scheduled activities and programs sponsored 

by “The Crisis Center of Matagorda and Wharton County” and other community organizations to work toward the 

elimination of domestic violence. 

 

IN WITNESS THEREOF, I have set my hand and caused the seal of the City of Wharton to be affixed this 22nd 

day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand twenty-five A.D. 

 

 

 

 

           

  Tim Barker 

    Mayor, City of Wharton 

 

    



City of Wharton 
120 E. Caney Street 
Wharton, TX 77488 
 

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION  
 

 
 

 

 

Meeting 
Date: 

9/22/2025 Agenda 
Item: 

City of Wharton Financial Report for August 2025. 

 
Attached, you will find a copy of the City of Wharton Financial Report for the month of August 2025. 
 
Finance Director Joan Andel will present the report. 

City Manager: Joseph R. Pace Date: Tuesday, September 16, 2025 

Approval:      
 

Mayor: Tim Barker 
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City of Wharton 
120 E. Caney Street 
Wharton, TX 77488 
 

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION  
 

 
 

 

 

Meeting 
Date: 

9/22/2025 Agenda 
Item: 

Ordinance: An ordinance adopting the Fiscal Year 
2025-2026 Annual Budget for the City of Wharton, 
Texas; appropriating the sums established 
therein; and directing the City Secretary to file 
copies as required by law. 

 
During the Regular City Council Meeting held on August 25, 2025, you received under separate cover a 
copy of the Proposed Budget for the City of Wharton, Texas, Fiscal Year October 1, 2025, to September 
30, 2026. 
  
Also, during the Regular City Council Meeting held September 8, 2025, the City Council held a Public 
Hearing to receive public input regarding the City of Wharton's Annual Budget for Fiscal Year 2025–
2026. 
 
Attached is a draft ordinance adopting the Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Annual Budget for the City of Wharton, 
Texas. 
 
Finance Director Joan Andel will be present to answer any questions. 

City Manager: Joseph R. Pace Date: Tuesday, September 16, 2025 

Approval:      
 

Mayor: Tim Barker 

 



 

CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS 

ORDINANCE NO. 2025-XX 

 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE FISCAL YEAR 2025-2026 ANNUAL BUDGET 

FOR THE CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS; APPROPRIATING THE SUMS 

ESTABLISHED THEREIN; AND DIRECTING THE CITY SECRETARY TO 

FILE COPIES AS REQUIRED BY LAW. 

 

WHEREAS, The City’s budget for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2026, which is 

attached hereto, was duly submitted to the City Council more than thirty (30) 

days prior to September 30, 2025; and,  

 

WHEREAS, A Public Hearing was duly called and held on said budget not less than seven 

days nor more than fourteen days after the date of publication giving notice 

of such meeting and prior to the time the City Council of the City of Wharton 

levied taxes for such current Fiscal Year; and, 

 

WHEREAS, All parties desiring to participate and be heard at said Public Hearing having 

been heard until no more evidence was offered, and such hearing having 

been concluded, and the City Council of said City having made such changes 

in such Budget as in its judgment the law warrants and the best interest of 

the taxpayers of the City of Wharton, Texas, demand, said Budget with such 

changes being attached hereto, as aforesaid. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF WHARTON, TEXAS: 

 

Section 1. THAT the findings set out in the preamble of this ordinance are true and 

correct. 

 

Section 2. THAT the Budget of the City of Wharton, Texas, for the fiscal year ending 

September 30, 2026, be and the same is hereby, in all respects, finally 

approved and adopted, including any changes approved by the City 

Council; and the same shall be and is hereby filed with the City Secretary 

of the City. 

 

Section 3. THAT the General Fund is hereby established to account for resources 

associated with traditional government activities, which are not required 

legally or by sound financial management to be accounted for in another 

fund.  The General Fund is hereby approved with $7,261,399 estimated 

revenues and $9,161,267 in appropriations, and with transfers-in approved 

at $1,953,770 and transfers-out approved at $53,902.  The amounts are 

specified for departmental purposes named in said budget, and they are 

hereby appropriated to and for such purposes at the departmental level. 

 

 



 

Section 4. THAT, the PEG (Public, Educational, Government television access) fund is 

created to account for all funds received from the 1% franchise fee provided 

through the local cable provider.  The PEG Fund is hereby approved with $1,200 

in estimated revenues and $1,200 in appropriations. 

 

Section 5.   THAT the Hotel Motel Fund is created to account for the occupancy tax levied on 

hotel rooms within the City as adopted by city ordinance and consistently with 

Chapter 351 of the Texas Tax Code.  The Hotel Motel Fund is hereby approved 

with $355,952 in estimated revenues and $355,952 in appropriations, which 

includes transfers-out approved at $295,652 with a beginning fund balance of 

approximately $84,666. 

 

Section 6. THAT the Narcotics Seizure Fund is created to account for the resources and uses 

of assets seized in illegal narcotics activities.  The uses are limited to law 

enforcement activities.  The Narcotics Seizure Fund is hereby approved with $4,700 

estimated revenues, $4,700 appropriations, with a beginning fund balance of 

approximately $15,821. 

 

Section 7. THAT the Debt Service Fund is hereby created to account for the accumulation of 

resources collected for Interest and Sinking requirements and for the disbursement 

of those resources for debt requirements.  The Debt Service Fund is hereby 

approved with $2,596,494 in estimated revenues and $2,557,494 in appropriations.  

The estimated beginning fund balance is $591,616. 

 

Section 8. THAT the Capital Improvement Fund is created to account for infrastructure 

improvements authorized by the City Council.  The Capital Improvement Fund is 

approved with $100,000 in estimated revenues and expenses. 

 

Section 9. THAT the Water and Sewer Fund is created to account for the resources and uses 

associated with the delivery of utility services to citizens of Wharton as an 

enterprise fund.  The Water & Sewer Fund is hereby approved with $7,309,062 in 

estimated revenues. The Water & Sewer Fund is hereby approved with $7,309,062 

in appropriations, which includes a franchise fee of 8% of water and sewer sales, 

approximately $570,925, and transfers-out approved at $1,497,770. 

 

Section 10. THAT the Solid Waste Fund is created to account for the financial activities of the 

City’s solid waste collection contract and delivery to citizens of Wharton as an 

enterprise fund.  The Solid Waste Fund is approved with $1,903,690 in estimated 

revenues and $1,903,690 in appropriations, which includes a franchise fee of 3% 

of solid waste revenues or approximately $94,900, and transfers-out approved at 

$100,000. 

 

Section 11. THAT  the Emergency Medical Services Fund is created to account for the 

financial activities of the emergency medical services provided to the city and 

surrounding areas as an enterprise fund.  The Emergency Medical Services Fund is 



 

approved with $3,671,442 in estimated revenues and $3,671,442 in appropriations 

and includes transfers-out at $156,000.   

 

Section 12. THAT the Civic Center Fund is created to account for the financial activities of the 

Civic Center as an enterprise fund.  The Civic Center is approved with $428,280 in 

estimated revenues and $428,280 in appropriations.  Transfers-in are approved at 

$342,854. 

 

Section 13. THAT the Airport Fund is created to account for the financial activities of the 

Wharton Regional Airport as an enterprise fund.  The Airport Fund is approved 

with $420,800 in estimated revenues and $420,800 in appropriations.  

 

Section 14. THAT the City Secretary shall file copies of this Ordinance and of such budget 

with the County Clerk of Wharton County, Texas. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED by a favorable majority of the members of the City 

Council of the City of Wharton, Texas, in council meeting, this 22nd day of September 2025, duly 

assembled in accordance with Article VI of the Charter of the City of Wharton, Texas, by the 

following vote: 

 

 Tim Barker, Mayor         

 

 Burnell Neal, Councilmember District 1      

 

 Steven Schneider, Councilmember District 2      

 

 Terry Freese, Councilmember District 3      

 

 Michael Voulgaris, Councilmember District 4       

 

 Russell Machann, Councilmember at Large Place 5      

 

 Larry Pittman, Councilmember at Large Place 6    

 

 

Separability 

 

If any court of competent jurisdiction rules that any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, 

or portion of this ordinance is invalid or unconstitutional, any such portion shall be deemed to be 

a separate, distinct, and independent provision, and any such ruling shall not affect the validity of 

the remaining portions hereof. 

 

 

       

 

 



 

CITY OF WHARTON 
 

 

      By: ________________________________ 

                    Tim Barker, Mayor 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST:     APPROVED FOR ADMINISTRATION: 

 

  

_____________________________  ___________________________________  

Paula Favors, City Secretary   Joseph R. Pace, City Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:  APPROVED FOR FUNDING: 

 

 

_____________________________  ____________________________________ 

Paul Webb, City Attorney   Joan Andel, Finance Director 

 



City of Wharton 
120 E. Caney Street 
Wharton, TX 77488 
 

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION  
 

 
 

 

 

Meeting 
Date: 

9/22/2025 Agenda 
Item: 

Ordinance:  An ordinance levying a tax rate for the 
City of Wharton, Texas, for the Tax Year 2025; 
directing the Tax Assessor-Collector to assess, 
account for, and distribute the taxes as herein 
levied; and providing repealing and severability 
clauses. 

 
Attached is the draft ordinance levying a tax rate for the City of Wharton, Texas, for the Tax Year 2025; 
directing the Tax Assessor-Collector to assess, account for, and distribute the taxes as herein levied; 
and providing repealing and severability clauses. 
 
Finance Director Joan Andel will be present to answer any questions. 

City Manager: Joseph R. Pace Date: Tuesday, September 16, 2025 

Approval:      
 

Mayor: Tim Barker 

 



 

CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS 

ORDINANCE NO. 2025-XX 

 

AN ORDINANCE LEVYING A TAX RATE FOR THE CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS, 

FOR THE TAX YEAR 2025; DIRECTING THE TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR TO 

ASSESS, ACCOUNT FOR, AND DISTRIBUTE THE TAXES AS HEREIN LEVIED; AND 

PROVIDING REPEALING AND SEVERABILITY CLAUSES. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS: 

 

Section 1. THAT there be and is hereby levied for the year 2025 on all real and personal 

property within and all real and personal property and mineral royalties owned 

within the city limits of the City of Wharton, Texas for the year 2025, except so 

much thereof as may be exempt by the constitution and of the State of Texas and 

of the United States, the following: 

 

 Maintenance and Operations  .09460/$100 valuation 

 For Debt Service Requirements .32951/$100 valuation 

      Total Tax Rate   .42411/$100 valuation 

 

THIS TAX RATE WILL RAISE MORE TAXES FOR 

MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS THAN LAST YEAR’S TAX 

RATE. 
 

Section 2.      THAT the Tax Assessor-Collector and/or Finance Director is hereby directed to 

assess, extend and enter upon the certified tax rolls of the City of Wharton, Texas, 

for the current taxable year, as provided by the Wharton County Appraisal District, 

the amounts and rates as herein levied, to keep correct amount of same, and when 

collected, to be distributed in accordance with this ordinance. 

 
Passage and Approval 

 

 PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED by a favorable majority of the members of the 

City Council of the City of Wharton, Texas, in a council meeting, this 22nd day of September, 

2025, duly assembled in accordance with Article VI of the Charter of the City of Wharton, Texas, 

by the following vote: 

 

 Tim Barker, Mayor          

 

 Burnell Neal, Councilmember District 1        

  

 Steven Schneider, Councilmember District 2       

 

 Terry Freese, Councilmember District 3        

 

 Michael Voulgaris, Councilmember District 4       



 

 

 Russell Machann, Councilmember at Large Place 5      

 

 Larry Pittman, Councilmember at Large Place 6     

  

Separability 

 

If any court of competent jurisdiction rules that any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, 

or portion of this ordinance is invalid or unconstitutional, any such portion shall be deemed to be 

a separate, distinct, and independent provision, and any such ruling shall not affect the validity of 

the remaining portions hereof. 

 

 

      CITY OF WHARTON 

 

 

      By: ____________________________________ 

             Tim Barker, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST:     APPROVED FOR ADMINISTRATION: 

 

 

______________________________ ____________________________________ 

Paula Favors, City Secretary   Joseph R. Pace, City Manager 

 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:  APPROVED FOR FUNDING: 

 

 

______________________________ ____________________________________ 

Paul Webb, City Attorney   Joan Andel, Finance Director 

 



City of Wharton 
120 E. Caney Street 
Wharton, TX 77488 
 

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION  
 

 
 

 

 

Meeting 
Date: 

9/22/2025 Agenda 
Item: 

Resolution:  A resolution of the Wharton City 
Council adopting the City of Wharton Investment 
Policy after the Annual Review of the City of 
Wharton Investment Policy and setting an 
effective date. 

 
The City of Wharton Investment Policy must be reviewed and adopted annually.   
 
Attached is a memo from Finance Director Joan Andel regarding the current policy. 
 
Ms. Andel will be present to answer any questions. 
 

City Manager: Joseph R. Pace Date: Tuesday, September 16, 2025 

Approval:      
 

Mayor: Tim Barker 

 



City of Wharton 
120 E. Caney Street  Wharton, TX  

77488 

Phone (979) 532-2491 Fax (979) 532-

0181 
 

 

MEMORANDUM  
 

 

 

To:  Mr. Joseph R. Pace 

        City Manager 

 

From:  Joan Andel           

 

Date:  September 12, 2025 

 

Re:  Investment Policy 

 

I have submitted the current City of Wharton’s Investment Policy to Mr. James Gilley Jr., Financial 

Advisor at U.S. Capital Advisors for his annual review.  I have listed the statuatory requirement 

of Chapter 2256 of the Public Funds Investment Act  and have also listed the three Local 

Governmental Investment Pools to the List of Broker/Dealers.  At this time, Mr. Gilley sees no 

other changes needed to the policy. 

 

I would like to place this on the City Council agenda on Monday, September 22, 2025 for approval.  

Should you have any further questions, please contact me. 

 

Thank you. 

   

 

 


