
 

 

 

CITY OF WHARTON 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

 

Monday, July 13, 2026 

7:00 PM 

 

CITY HALL 120 EAST CANEY STREET 
WHARTON, TEXAS 77488  



NOTICE OF 

CITY OF WHARTON 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
 

 Notice is hereby given that a City Council Regular Meeting will be held on Monday, July 

13, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at the Wharton City Hall, 120 East Caney Street, Wharton, Texas, at which 

time the following subjects will be discussed, to-wit: 

 

SEE ATTACHED AGENDA 

 

 Dated this 7th day of July 2026. 

 

 

   By:      

         Joseph R. Pace, City Manager 

 

 I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that the above Notice of Meeting of the City 

Council Regular Meeting is a true and correct copy of said Notice and that I posted a true and 

correct copy of said Notice on the bulletin board, at City Hall of said City or Town in Wharton, 

Texas, a place convenient and readily accessible to the general public at all times, and said Notice 

was posted on July 7, 2026, at 4:30 p.m. and remained so posted continuously for at least three (3) 

business days preceding the scheduled time of said meeting. 

 

 The Wharton City Hall is wheelchair accessible. Access to the building and special parking 

are available at the primary entrance. Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and 

may need auxiliary aids or services, such as interpreters for individuals who are deaf or hearing 

impaired, readers, or large print, are requested to contact the City Secretary's Office at (979) 532-

4811, Ext. 225 or by FAX (979) 532-0181 at least two (2) days prior to the meeting date. BRAILLE 

IS NOT AVAILABLE. 

 

 Dated this 7th day of July 2026. 

 

   CITY OF WHARTON 

 

   By:    

    Paula Favors 

    City Secretary  



 

A G E N D A  

CITY OF WHARTON 

City Council Regular Meeting 

Monday, July 13, 2026 

City Hall - 7:00 PM 

 

 

Call to Order–Opening Devotion–Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call and Excused Absences. 

Public Comments. 

Wharton Moment. 

Review and Consider: 

1. Reading of the minutes from the regular meetings held on June 8, 2026, and June 22, 

2026, and special meeting held on June 23, 2026. 

2. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council approving an agreement for 

Emergency Medical Services Billing and Collection Services and authorizing the Mayor of 

the City of Wharton to execute all documents related to said agreement. 

3. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council approving the purchase of three (3) 

Butterfly Ultrasound Devices from Henry Schein through the BuyBoard Cooperative 

Purchasing Program and authorizing the City Manager to execute all documents related 

to said purchase. 

4. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council authorizing and ratifying the 

emergency replacement of the Wharton Police Department’s Security Gate through 

Superior Fence Services and authorizing the City Manager of the City of Wharton to 

execute all documents related to said emergency replacement. 

5. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council approving a Memorandum of 

Understanding between the City of Wharton Police Department and the Office of the 

Attorney General of Texas for the Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force Program 

and authorizing the City Manager of the City of Wharton to execute all documents related 

to said Memorandum of Understanding. 

6. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council approving the Office of the Governor 

Operation Lone Star Grant Program for the Wharton Police Department and authorizing 

the Mayor of the City of Wharton to execute all documents related to said grant. 

7. Resolution: A resolution by the Wharton City Council authorizing the City Staff to issue 

Requests for Qualifications (RFQ) for City Prosecutor Legal Services for the Wharton 

Municipal Court, establishing a Consultant Selection Committee, and developing 

evaluation criteria for the selection of the City Prosecutor.  



8. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council authorizing the submission of an 

application to the Lower Colorado River Authority for funding under the 2026 Community 

Development Partnership Program and authorizing the Mayor of the City of Wharton to 

execute all documents related to said submission, committing to match funding, and 

committing to maintain the project.  

9. Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City Council approving a grant agreement with 

the Texas Department of Emergency Management (TDEM) through its Hazard Mitigation 

Grant Program (HMGP) for the City of Wharton – WISD campus generators and 

authorizing the Mayor to execute all documents relating to said agreement. 

10. Appointments, Resignations, and Vacancies to the City of Wharton Boards, Commissions, 

and Committees: 

A. Resignations. 

B. Appointments. 

C. Vacancies. 

 

11. City Council Boards, Commissions, and Committee Reports: 

A. Finance Committee Meeting held on June 22, 2026. 

 

Adjournment. 



City of Wharton 
120 E. Caney Street 
Wharton, TX 77488 
 

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION  
 

 
 

 

 

Meeting 
Date: 

7/13/2026 Agenda 
Item: 

Reading of the minutes from the regular meetings 
held on June 8, 2026, and June 22, 2026, and 
special meeting held on June 23, 2026. 

 
Attached are the draft minutes from the regular meetings held on June 8, 2026, and June 22, 2026, and 
the special meeting held on June 23, 2026. 

City Manager: Joseph R. Pace Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 

Approval:      
 

Mayor: Tim Barker 

 



 

MINUTES 

OF 

CITY OF WHARTON 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

JUNE 08, 2026 

 

Mayor Tim Barker declared a Regular Meeting duly open for the transaction of business at 7:00 

P.M. at City Hall, 120 E. Caney Street, Wharton, TX.   Councilmember Russell Machann led the 

opening devotion, and Mayor Tim Barker led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Councilmembers present were:        Mayor Tim Barker, Councilmembers Amber Barbee, 

Terry Freese, Burnell Neal, Russell Machann, and Larry 

Pittman. 

Councilmember absent was:       Greg Hippel.  

Staff members present were:            City Manager, Joseph R. Pace; Finance Director, London 

Davis; City Secretary/Assistant City Manager, Paula 

Favors; Planning and Development Director, Gwyn Teves; 

Assistant to the City Manager, Brandi Jimenez; Building 

Official, Claudia Velasquez; and Assistant to the Building 

Official, Valerie Herrera.   

Visitors present were:                          Qasim Antria, Faheem Qazi, Jawed Momin, Clint Barbee, 

Patrick Crenshaw, Wharton Chamber of Commerce 

Executive Director, Karen Smith, and Colby Primeaux 

with the Wharton County Leader Journal.    

Roll Call and Excused Absences. 

Councilmember Larry Pittman moved to excuse Councilmember Greg Hippel.  Councilmember 

Russell Machann seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.   

Public Comments. 

Mayor Tim Barker called for Public Comments.  No comments were made.   

Wharton Moment. 

Mayor Tim Barker called for the Wharton Moment.  The following was given: 

1. Councilmember Amber Barbee stated that she attended the Wharton County Junior 

College Foundation Dinner, which was very nice and well attended, and honored several 

local people.   

2. Councilmember Burnell Neal thanked the City of Wharton staff for helping the University 

Place Apartment residents during several days without power.  Councilmember Neal stated 

that Emergency Management Coordinator Ben Guanajauto, Building Official Claudia 

Velasquez, the EMS Department, and the Police Department worked to secure a place for 

everyone to stay during the outage.   

 

Review and Consider: 
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The first item on the agenda was the reading of the minutes from the regular meetings held on May 

11, 2026, and May 26, 2026.  After some discussion, Councilmember Russell Machann moved to 

approve the minutes of the regular meetings held on May 11, 2026, and May 26, 2026.  

Councilmember Terry Freese seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.   

The second item on the agenda was to review and consider a request from Wharton Chamber of 

Commerce Executive Director Karen Smith for the following additional items for the 250th 

Celebration on July 4, 2026, from 5:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.: 

A. Begin the event one hour earlier at 5:00 p.m. instead of the original request of 6:00 p.m. to 

include the 5K Fun Run. 

B. Closure of Fulton Street and Houston Street from Burleson Street to Caney Street.  

C. Closure of Rusk Street from Burleson Street to Caney Street.  

D. Closure of Resident Street from Milam Street to Caney Street. 

E. Closure of S.H. 60 from the intersections of Resident Street to Polk Street.  

F. Temporary “No Parking” zones and placement of temporary no parking signs in the above-

mentioned areas.  

Executive Director Smith presented her request to the City Council.  After some discussion, 

Councilmember Russell Machann moved to approve the request from Wharton Chamber of 

Commerce Executive Director Karen Smith for the following aforementioned items A. through F. 

for the 250th Celebration on July 4, 2026, from 5:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. Councilmember Terry 

Freese seconded the motion.     

The third item on the agenda was to review and consider a request from Mr. Qasim Antria on 

behalf of JJ Jack Properties, LLC of 1620 N. Richmond Rd., Taj Subdivision, Block 1, Lot 1, for 

a variance to the City of Wharton Code of Ordinances Chapter 66 – Signs and Advertising; Article 

I – In General; Sec. 66-20 for the following variances: 

A. 2 freestanding signs in place of the 1 allowed freestanding sign. 

B. Variance to the allowable square footage of the sign for street frontage from 225 sq 

ft to 575 sq ft. 

Director of Planning and Development Gwyn Teves presented a copy of a request from Mr. Qasim 

Antria on behalf of JJ Jack Properties, LLC, for the above-mentioned variances.  Director Teves 

stated that the Planning Commission met on June 8, 2026, and recommended that the City Council 

consider approval of the above-mentioned variances.  After some discussion, Councilmember 

Terry Freese moved to approve the request from Mr. Qasim Antria on behalf of JJ Jack Properties, 

LLC of 1620 N. Richmond Rd., Taj Subdivision, Block 1, Lot 1, for a variance to the City of 

Wharton Code of Ordinances Chapter 66 – Signs and Advertising; Article I – In General; Sec. 66-

20 for the aforementioned items A. and B.  Councilmember Burnell Neal seconded the motion.  

All voted in favor.   

The fourth item on the agenda was to review and consider a resolution of the Wharton City Council 

authorizing the demolition of the City of Wharton American Legion Post 87 facilities and 

authorizing the City Manager of the City of Wharton to execute all documents related to said 
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demolition.  Building Official Claudia Velasquez stated the Code Enforcement Department 

solicited quotes for demolition of the American Legion Post 87 Facilities located at 227 Croom 

Drive.  Building Official Velasquez said the requests were sent to three (3) different demolition 

companies to properly demolish and dispose of the American Legion Post 87 Facilities, and the 

City received two quotes back as follows: 

1. Fitzgerald 453, LLC-$20,000.00. 

2. Bass Construction-$42,875.00 

 

Building Official Velasquez stated that the Finance Committee met on Monday, June 8, 2026, and 

recommended that the City Council consider approving Fitzgerald 453, LLC for $20,000 to 

complete the work.  After some discussion, Councilmember Terry Freese moved to approve City 

of Wharton Resolution No. 2026-37, which read as follows: 

CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-37 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE 

DEMOLITION OF THE CITY OF WHARTON AMERICAN LEGION POST 87 

FACILITIES AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER OF THE CITY OF 

WHARTON TO EXECUTE ALL DOCUMENTS RELATED TO SAID DEMOLITION. 

 

WHEREAS,  Quotes were received for the demolition of the City of Wharton American Legion           

Post 87 Facilities; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  Fitzgerald 453, LLC, was deemed the best lowest qualified bidder in the amount of 

$20,000.00; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to approve Fitzgerald 453, LLC, for the 

demolition of the City of Wharton American Legion Post 87 Facilities in the amount 

of $20,000.00; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  The Wharton City Council wishes to authorize the City Manager of the City of 

Wharton to execute all documents related to said demolition. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

WHARTON, TEXAS as follows: 

 

SECTION I. The City Council of the City of Wharton hereby approves said demolition of the 

City of Wharton American Legion Post 87 Facilities with Fitzgerald 453, LLC, in 

the amount of $20,000.00. 

 

SECTION II. The City Council of the City of Wharton hereby authorizes the City Manager to 

execute all documents related to said demolition. 
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SECTION III. That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 8th day of June 2026. 

 

        

CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS 

 

 

             

       TIM BARKER 

                                                                                    Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

      

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 

 

Councilmember Russell Machann seconded the motion.  Councilmember Burnell Neal voted 

against the motion.  Councilmember Amber Barbee, Councilmember Terry Freese, 

Councilmember Russell Machann, and Councilmember Larry Pittman voted in favor of the 

motion.  The motion carried.  

The fifth item on the agenda was to review and consider a resolution authorizing the sale of City 

of Wharton surplus personal property in accordance with the City Charter Section 75 Sale of City 

Personal Property through www.publicsurplus.com.  City Secretary Paula Favors presented a copy 

of the list of surplus personal property for which City Staff was requesting City Council approval 

to advertise for bids.  Mrs. Favors presented a draft resolution authorizing the surplus personal 

property bidding process through www.publicsurplus.com and authorizing the City Manager to 

sell items not sold through the bidding process on a first-come, first-served basis.  After some 

discussion, Councilmember Amber Barbee moved to approve listing the 2009 Ford Escape for 

$1,000 and approve the City of Wharton Resolution No. 2026-38, which read as follows: 

CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-38 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF CITY OF WHARTON SURPLUS 

PERSONAL PROPERTY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CITY CHARTER SECTION 75 

SALE OF CITY PERSONAL PROPERTY THROUGH WWW.PUBLICSURPLUS.COM. 

 

WHEREAS, The City of Wharton has identified surplus personal property; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council of the City of Wharton wishes to authorize the City 

Manager to sell the surplus personal property (Attachment A) directly to the public by 

publication notification in accordance with the City Charter Section 75 Sale of City 

personal property; and, 

http://www.publicsurplus.com/
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WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council authorizes the sale of surplus property through 

www.publicsurplus.com; and,  

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to authorize the City Manager to sell City personal 

property outright on a first-come, first-served basis if said property did not sell through 

the bidding process.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

WHARTON, TEXAS that: 

 

Section I. The City Council of the City of Wharton hereby authorizes the City Manager to sell 

the City of Wharton's surplus personal property (Attachment A) in accordance with 

the City Charter Section 75 Sale of City personal property; procedures.  

 

Section II. The City Council of the City of Wharton hereby authorizes the sale of this personal 

property by publication notification.  

 

Section III. The Wharton City Council authorizes the sale of surplus property through 

www.publicsurplus.com; and, 

 

Section IV. The Wharton City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager to sell City personal 

property outright on a first-come, first-served basis if said property did not sell through 

the bidding process. 

 

Section V. This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

 Passed, Approved, and Adopted this 8th day of June 2026. 

 

            CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS 

 

      By:      

            TIM BARKER 

            Mayor  

ATTEST: 
 

       
PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary  

 

Councilmember Terry Freese seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.   

The sixth item on the agenda was to review and consider a resolution of the Wharton City Council 

adopting a resolution regarding civil rights for the Texas Community Development Block Grant 

Regional Mitigation (TX CDBG-MIT) Program Contract #24-065-132-E990 and authorizing the 

Mayor of the City of Wharton to execute all documents related to said resolution. Director of 

http://www.publicsurplus.com/
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Planning & Development Gwyn Teves stated the City was notified of the award of the TX CDBG 

Regional Mitigation Grant in the amount of $4,360,800.00 on April 22, 2025.  Director Teves said 

that as part of that grant, the City was required to have an updated Section 3 Plan in place.   Director 

Teves presented a draft resolution for the following: 

 Resolution adopting the required Section 3 Plan and designation of the Director of Planning 

& Development as the Section 3 Coordinator for Contract #24-065-132-E990. 

She said it was the City Staff’s recommendation that the City Council authorize the execution of 

these items as part of the TX CDBG Regional Mitigation grant Contract #24-065-132-E990 

process. After some discussion, Councilmember Russell Machann moved to approve City of 

Wharton Resolution No. 2026-39, which read as follows: 

CITY OF WHARTON  

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-39 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL ADOPTING A RESOLUTION 

REGARDING CIVIL RIGHTS FOR THE TEXAS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

BLOCK GRANT REGIONAL MITIGATION (TX CDBG-MIT) PROGRAM CONTRACT 

#24-065-132-E990 AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF WHARTON 

TO EXECUTE ALL DOCUMENTS RELATED TO SAID RESOLUTION. 

 

WHEREAS, The City of Wharton, Texas, (hereinafter referred to as “City of Wharton”) has been 

awarded TxCDBG funding through a TxCDBG Grant Contract #24-065-132-E990 

from the General Land Office (hereinafter referred to as “GLO”); and,  

 

WHEREAS, The City of Wharton, in accordance with Section 109 of Title I of the Housing and 

Community Development Act (24 CFR 6); the Age Discrimination Act of 1975 (42 

U.S.C. 6101-6107); and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 

794) and for construction contracts greater than $10,000, must take actions to 

ensure that no person or group is denied benefits such as employment, training, 

housing, and contracts generated by the CDBG activity, on the basis of race, color, 

religion, sex, national origin, age, or disability; and,  

 

WHEREAS,  The City of Wharton, in consideration for the receipt and acceptance of federal 

and/or state funding for the Contract, agrees to comply with all federal and state 

rules and regulations, including those rules and regulations governing citizen 

participation and civil rights protections; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  The City of Wharton, in accordance with Section 3 of the Housing and Urban 

Development Act of 1968, as amended, and 24 CFR Part 75, is required, to the 

greatest extent feasible, and consistent with existing Federal, State and local laws 

and regulations, be directed to low- and very low-income persons, particularly those 

who are recipients of government assistance for housing, and to business concerns 

which provide economic opportunities to low- and very low-income persons and 

contract opportunities to businesses in the TxCDBG project area; and,  
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WHEREAS,  The City of Wharton, in accordance with Executive Order 13166, must take 

reasonable steps to ensure meaningful access to services in federally assisted 

programs and activities by persons with limited English proficiency (LEP) and 

must have an LEP plan in place specific to the locality and beneficiaries for each 

TxCDBG project; and,  

 

WHEREAS,  The City of Wharton, in accordance with Section 808(e)(5) of the Fair Housing Act 

(42 USC 3608(e)(5)) that requires HUD programs and activities be administered in 

a manner affirmatively to further the policies of the Fair Housing Act, agrees to 

conduct at least one activity during the contract period to affirmatively further fair 

housing; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  The City of Wharton agrees to maintain written standards of conduct covering 

conflicts of interest and governing the actions of its employees engaged in the 

selection, award, and administration of contracts.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF WHARTON, TEXAS, as follows: 

 

Section I. The Wharton City Council hereby approves and adopts the resolution regarding Civil 

Rights for the Texas Community Development Block Grant Regional Mitigation (TX 

CDBG-MIT) Contract #24-065-132-E990, including:  

1. Section 3 Plan. 

2. Designation of the Director of Planning & Development as the Section 

3 Coordinator.  

 

Section II.  The Wharton City Council hereby authorizes the Mayor or the City of Wharton to 

execute all documents related to said plans. 

 

Passed, Approved, and Adopted this 8th day of June 2026. 

 

            CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS 

 

        

       By: __________________________ 

              TIM BARKER 

              Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 
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Councilmember Amber Barbee seconded the motion.  All voted in favor,  

The seventh item on the agenda was to review and consider the appointments, resignations, and 

vacancies to the City of Wharton Boards, Commissions, and Committees: 

A. Resignations. 

B. Appointments. 

C. Vacancies. 

 

After some discussion, no action was taken. 

The eighth item on the agenda was to review and consider the City Council Boards, Commissions, 

and Committee Reports: 

A. Finance Committee Meeting held on May 26, 2026. 

 

After some discussion, no action was taken. 

Adjournment. 

Mayor Tim Barker moved to adjourn the meeting.   

The meeting adjourned at 7:22 p.m. 

                                                           CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS                     

                                                      

By:____________________________ 

                                                              TIM BARKER 

                  Mayor   

ATTEST: 

 

                   

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 

 



 

MINUTES 

OF 

CITY OF WHARTON 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

JUNE 22, 2026 

 

Mayor Tim Barker declared the Regular Meeting duly open for the transaction of business at 7:00 

P.M. at City Hall, 120 E. Caney Street, Wharton, TX.   Councilmember Russell Machann led the 

opening devotion, and Mayor Tim Barker led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Councilmembers present were:        Mayor Tim Barker, Councilmembers Amber Barbee, 

Terry Freese, Russell Machann, Burnell Neal, and Larry 

Pittman. 

Councilmember absent was:       Greg Hippel. 

Staff members present were:            City Manager, Joseph R. Pace; Finance Director, London 

Davis, CPA; City Secretary/Assistant City Manager, Paula 

Favors; Assistant to City Manager, Brandi Jimenez; 

Planning and Development Director, Gwyn Teves; EMS 

Director, Christy Gonzales; Police Chief, Terry David 

Lynch; HR Generalist, Selena Rios, Building Official, 

Claudia Veleasquez; EMS Secretary, Shelby Robertson, 

and Emergency Management Coordinator, LT. Ben 

Guanajauto. 

Visitors present were:      Carol Lynch, Kate McKlaine, Teri Mund, Isabelle 

Ouimette, and Ron Ouimette.   

Roll Call and Excused Absences. 

After some discussion, Councilmember Burnell Neal moved to excuse Councilmember Greg 

Hippel.  Councilmember Larry Pittman seconded the motion.   

 

Public Comments. 

Mayor Tim Barker called for Public Comments.  No comments were made. 

Wharton Moment. 

Mayor Tim Barker called for Wharton moments.  The following comments were given: 

1. City Manager Joseph R. Pace showed the City Council the new logo that was displayed on 

his shirt.   

2. Councilmember Burnell Neal stated Terrance Scarlett’s son sang the National Anthem at 

a recent Astros game.  Councilman Neal said there was an excellent turnout for the 

Juneteenth Parade.   

3. Councilmember Russell Machann thanked the Wharton Volunteer Fire Department, 

Emergency Medical Services (EMS), and Wharton Police Department for their recent 

effort on a fire at the Peace Tabernacle Church.   
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4. Mayor Tim Barker stated he attended his 55th-year class reunion, which had a great turnout, 

only losing six classmates from the last reunion five years ago.  

 

Review and Consider: 

The first item on the agenda was to review and consider the City of Wharton Financial Report for 

May 2026.  Finance Director London Davis presented the City of Wharton Financial Report for 

May 2026.  After some discussion, Councilmember  Russell Machann moved to approve the City 

of Wharton Financial Report for May 2026.  Councilmember Larry Pittman seconded the motion. 

All voted in favor.   

The second item on the agenda was to review and consider a request from Mr. & Mrs. Johnnie 

Gonzales, 307 E. Emily Ave., Hawes 5th, Block 8, Lots 8 & 9 for replat.  Director of Planning & 

Development Gwyn Teves presented a copy of the request from Mr. & Mrs. Johnnie Gonzales, 

307 E. Emily Ave., Hawes 5th, Block 8, Lots 8 & 9 for replat.  Planning and Development Director 

Gwyn Teves stated that the Planning Commission lacked a quorum and that the item was being 

presented to the City Council for consideration.   After some discussion, Councilmember Terry 

Freese moved to approve the request from Mr. & Mrs. Johnnie Gonzales, 307 E. Emily Ave., 

Hawes 5th, Block 8, Lots 8 & 9 for replat.  Councilmember Larry Pittman seconded the motion.  

All voted in favor.   

The third item on the agenda was to review and consider an ordinance amending the City of 

Wharton Code of Ordinances, Chapter 14, Animals and Fowl, Article I. – In General; Section 14-

1. – definitions and providing that a violation of the ordinance or any part of the code as adopted 

hereby shall constitute a penalty upon conviction of a fine; providing for separability and setting 

an effective date.  Police Chief Terry David Lynch stated the Wharton Municipal Court had 

requested an update to the definition of the Animal Control authority in the City of Wharton Code 

of Ordinances Chapter 14, Animals and Fowl.  Chief Lynch said the update to the ordinance would 

allow the City’s Animal Control Officer to file complaints with the Court to report animal 

violations.   City Secretary Paula Favors stated the Ordinance had been reviewed by City Attorney 

Paul Webb, Municipal Court Judge Jared Cullar, and Police Chief Terry David Lynch.  After some 

discussion, Councilmember Russell Machann moved to approve City of Wharton Ordinance No. 

2026-05, which read as follows:  

CITY OF WHARTON 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-05 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF WHARTON CODE OF ORDINANCES, 

CHAPTER 14, ANIMALS AND FOWL, ARTICLE I. – IN GENERAL; SECTION 14-1. – 

DEFINITIONS AND PROVIDING THAT A VIOLATION OF THE ORDINANCE OR 

ANY PART OF THE CODE AS ADOPTED HEREBY SHALL CONSTITUTE A 

PENALTY UPON CONVICTION OF A FINE; PROVIDING FOR SEPARABILITY AND 

SETTING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Wharton, Texas: 
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WHEREAS, it is the desire of the City of Wharton Code of Ordinances to read as follows: 

 

Chapter 14, Animals and Fowl, Article I. – In General. 

Sec. 14-1. - Definitions. 

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings 

ascribed to them in this section, unless the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

Animal control authority means the City of Wharton animal control office, with regulatory 

authority over the area within the city limits in which animals are kept. The Animal Control 

authority has the right to file a complaint with the city's municipal court system concerning the 

violation. Failure to appear on the date of the hearing shall result in the court issuing a warrant for 

the person's arrest relating to the violation described in the complaint. 

Animal control officer means the person(s) appointed by the chief of police to administer 

the animal control office. 

Fine and Penalty for Violations 

Any person violating any of the terms or provisions of this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor 

and, upon conviction, shall be fined in any sum not less than $100.00 nor more than the maximum 

provided in sections 1-5 for each offense. If the terms or provisions of this article are violated by 

any corporation or firm, the officers and agents actively in charge of the business of such 

corporation or firm and the person actually performing the work for such corporation or firm shall 

be subject to the penalties provided in this section. 

 

Separability 

 

If any court of competent jurisdiction rules that any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, 

or portion of this ordinance is invalid or unconstitutional, any such portion shall be deemed to be 

a separate, distinct, and independent provision, and any such ruling shall not affect the validity of 

the remaining portions hereof.  

 

Effective Date 

 

This Ordinance shall become effective on the 8th day of July 2026. 

 

Passage and Approval 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Wharton, Texas, 

on the 22nd day of June 2026. 

 

       CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS 

 

 

       By:      

             TIM BARKER 
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             Mayor  

 

 

ATTEST:      APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

        

             

PAULA FAVORS     PAUL WEBB 
City Secretary      City Attorney 

 

Councilmember Larry Pitmann seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.   

The fourth item on the agenda was to review and consider a resolution of the Wharton City Council 

approving an agreement for medical, long-term disability, life, accidental death & dismemberment, 

flexible spending account, health reimbursement account, and voluntary vision plans for city 

employees for October 1, 2026, to September 30, 2027, Fiscal Year for coverage for City 

employees; authorizing the Mayor of the City of Wharton to execute all documents relating to said 

contracts.  City Secretary Paula Favors stated that it was the City Staff’s recommendation for the 

City Council to consider approving the TX Health Benefits Pool’s increase for the next fiscal year 

at 12.84% under Option 1 and contribute $ 1,250 to the Health Reimbursement Account (HRA).  

Mrs. Favors stated that the Finance Committee had met and recommended that the City Council 

consider approving Option 1 and reducing the HRA contribution to $750 per year for each full-

time employee.  After some discussion, Councilmember Russell Machann moved to approve the 

City of Wharton Resolution No. 2026-40, which read as follows: 

 

CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-40 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL APPROVING AN AGREEMENT 

FOR MEDICAL, LONG-TERM DISABILITY, LIFE, ACCIDENTAL DEATH & 

DISMEMBERMENT, FLEXIBLE SPENDING ACCOUNT, HEALTH REIMBURSEMENT 

ACCOUNT, AND VOLUNTARY VISION PLANS FOR CITY EMPLOYEES FOR 

OCTOBER 1, 2026, TO SEPTEMBER 30, 2027, FISCAL YEAR FOR COVERAGE FOR 

CITY EMPLOYEES; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF WHARTON TO 

EXECUTE ALL DOCUMENTS RELATING TO SAID CONTRACTS. 

 

WHEREAS,  the City of Wharton received the rate for medical, long-term disability, life, accidental 

death & dismemberment for city employees, voluntary vision through HUB 

International for City employees; and,  

 

WHEREAS,  the City of Wharton medical plan with Texas Health Benefits Pool would be a 12.84% 

increase with Option 1; and,  

 

WHEREAS,   the City of Wharton would provide each full-time employee with a $750 yearly 

contribution to the employee health reimbursement account (HRA) administered by 

the Texas Health Benefits Pool; and, 
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WHEREAS,  the Mayor of the City of Wharton has executed on behalf of the City said agreement. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

WHARTON, TEXAS, as follows: 

 

Section I. That the Wharton City Council hereby approves the interlocal agreement with Texas 

Health Benefits Pool for medical, long-term disability, life, and accidental death & 

dismemberment coverage, voluntary vision for City employees, signed by the Mayor. 

 

Section II. The Wharton City Council hereby approves providing to each full-time employee a 

$750 yearly contribution to the employee health reimbursement account (HRA) 

administered by the Texas Health Benefits Pool. 

 

Section III. That the Mayor of the City of Wharton’s execution of all documents relating to the 

aforementioned agreements is hereby approved. 

 

Section IV. That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

 Passed, Approved, and Adopted this 22nd day of June 2026. 

 

       CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS 

 

       By: ________________________________   

                                 TIM BARKER 

              Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 

___________________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary  

 

Councilmember Terry Freese seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.   

The fifth item on the agenda was to review and consider a resolution of the Wharton City Council 

authorizing the purchase of a command vehicle for the Wharton Emergency Medical Service 

Department and authorizing the City Manager to execute all documents related to said purchase.  

EMS Director Christy Gonzales presented a copy of a memorandum regarding the purchase of an 

Emergency Medical Service Command Vehicle.  EMS Director Gonzales stated three quotes were 

received as follows: 

1.  Destination Ford for a 2026 Ford F-150 in the amount of $46,824.00. 

2.  Wharton Ford for a 2026 Ford F-150 in the amount of $49,475.43.  

3.  Don Davis for a 2026 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 in the amount of $46,295.10. 
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She said the City Staff and the Finance Committee recommended purchasing the vehicle from 

Destination Ford.  Councilmember Burnell Neal made the motion to purchase a command vehicle 

from Don Davis in El Campo.  The motion was not seconded.   After some discussion, 

Councilmember Amber Barbee moved to approve the City of Wharton Resolution No. 2026-41, 

which read as follows: 

CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-41 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE 

PURCHASE OF A COMMAND VEHICLE FOR THE WHARTON EMERGENCY 

MEDICAL SERVICE DEPARTMENT AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO 

EXECUTE ALL DOCUMENTS RELATED TO SAID PURCHASE. 

 

WHEREAS, Quotes were received for the purchase of a command vehicle for the Wharton 

Emergency Medical Service Department; and, 

 

WHEREAS,   Wharton Ford was deemed the best lowest qualified bidder in the amount of 

$49,475.43; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to approve Wharton Ford for the purchase of a 

command vehicle in the amount of $49,475.43 for the Wharton Emergency Medical 

Service Department; and,  

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to authorize the City Manager of the City of 

Wharton to execute all documents related to said purchase. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS: 

 

SECTION I. The Wharton City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager to purchase a 

command vehicle for the Wharton Emergency Medical Service Department from 

Wharton Ford in the amount of $49,475.43. 

 

SECTION II.  The Wharton City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager to execute 

all documents related to the purchase. 

 

SECTION III. That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 22nd day of June 2026. 

 

 

CITY OF WHARTON 

 

 

      By: ____________________________   

             TIM BARKER 
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       Mayor 

       

ATTEST: 

 

 

_________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 

 

Councilmember Larry Pittman seconded the motion.  All voted in favor. 

The sixth item on the agenda was to review and consider a resolution of the Wharton City Council 

authorizing the plumbing repairs for the Wharton Emergency Medical Service Department and 

authorizing the City Manager to execute all documents related to said repairs. EMS Director 

Christy Gonzales presented a copy of a memorandum regarding the plumbing repairs for the 

Emergency Medical Service Department.  EMS Director Gonzales stated three quotes were 

received as follows: 

1.  TDT Plumbing-$48,286.00 

2.  Luycx Plumbing Company/D-Square Foundation Repair-$24,300.00 

3.  Phil’s Plumbing Company-$148,167.50 

 

EMS Director Gonzales stated that the City Staff and the Finance Committee recommended 

contracting with TDT Plumbing for the repairs.  After some discussion, Councilmember Russell 

Machann moved to approve the City of Wharton Resolution No. 2026-42, which read as follows: 

 

CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-42 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE 

PLUMBING REPAIRS FOR THE WHARTON EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE 

DEPARTMENT AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE ALL 

DOCUMENTS RELATED TO SAID REPAIRS. 

 

WHEREAS, Quotes were received for the plumbing repairs for the Wharton Emergency Medical 

Service Department; and, 

 

WHEREAS,   TDT Plumbing was deemed the best lowest qualified bidder in the amount of 

$48,286.00; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to approve TDT Plumbing for the plumbing repairs 

in the amount of $48,286.00 for the Wharton Emergency Medical Service 

Department; and,  
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WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to authorize the City Manager of the City of 

Wharton to execute all documents related to said repairs. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS: 

 

SECTION I. The Wharton City Council hereby authorizes TDT Plumbing for the plumbing 

repairs for the Wharton Emergency Medical Service Department in the amount of 

$48,286.00. 

 

SECTION II. The Wharton City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager to execute all 

documents related to the purchase. 

 

SECTION III. That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 22nd day of June 2026. 

 

 

CITY OF WHARTON 

 

 

      By: ____________________________   

             TIM BARKER 

       Mayor 

       

ATTEST: 

 

 

_________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 

 

After some discussion, Councilmember Amber Barbee seconded the motion.  All voted in favor. 

The seventh item on the agenda was to review and consider the update of the City of Wharton 

Grant Programs.  Planning and Development Director Gwyn Teves presented the update on the 

City of Wharton’s Grant Programs.  After some discussion, no action was taken.   

The eighth item on the agenda was to review and consider an update on the City of Wharton's 

ongoing projects. City Manager Joseph R. Pace presented the update on the City of Wharton’s 

ongoing projects.  After some discussion, no action was taken.   

The ninth item on the agenda was to review and consider the appointments, resignations, and 

vacancies to the City of Wharton Boards, Commissions, and Committees: 

A. Resignations. 

B. Appointments. 
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C. Vacancies. 

 

After some discussion, Russell Machann moved to approve the following: 

 

Resignations: 

A. Gary Nunez from the Planning Commission. 

Appointments:  

A. Delia Gonzales to the Beautification Commission. 

Renewals:  

A. Wharton Regional Airport Board: 

1. Larry David 

2. Jimmy Zissa 

3. Glenn Erdelt 

B. Beautification Commission: 

1. Loreen Gibson 

2. Johnnie Gonzales 

C. Holiday Light Decorating Chairman: 

1. Tim Barker 

D. Mayor’s Committee on People with Disabilities: 

1. Johnnie Gonzales 

2. Karen Smith 

3. Loreen Gibson 

E. Health Officer: 

1. Jeff Gubbels 

F. Veterinarian: 

1. Cody Pohler 

G. Planning Commission:  

1. Judd Perry 

2. Adraylle Watson 

 

Councilmember Terry Freese seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

The tenth item on the agenda was to review and consider the City Council Boards, Commissions, 

and Committee Reports: 

A. Finance Committee Meeting held on June 8, 2026. 

B. Beautification Commission Meeting held on June 10, 2026. 

 

After some discussion, no action was taken. 

 

The eleventh item was to review and consider the Department Head Reports: 

A. City Secretary/Personnel. 

B. Code Enforcement. 
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C. Community Services Department/Civic Center. 

D. Emergency Management. 

E. E. M. S. Department. 

F. Fire Department. 

G. Legal Department. 

H. Municipal Court. 

I. Police Department. 

J. Public Works Department. 

K. Water/Sewer Department. 

L. Weedy Lots/Sign Ordinance. 

M. Wharton Regional Airport. 

 

After some discussion, no action was taken. 

Executive Session 

1. City Council may adjourn into an Executive Session in accordance with Sections 551.074 

of the Local Government Code, Revised Civil Statutes of Texas.  Final action, decision, or 

vote, if any with regard to any matter considered in Executive Session shall be made in 

Open Meeting. 

Discussion: 

A.  City Manager's Evaluation. 

Mayor Tim Barker moved the meeting into Executive Session at 7:27 p.m. 

Return to Open Session  

1. Action on items discussed in Executive Session: 

A.  City Manager's Evaluation. 

Mayor Tim Barker moved to return the meeting to Open Session at 7:37 p.m. 

 

Adjournment. 

There being no further discussion, Mayor Russell Machann moved to adjourn.  All voted in favor. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:37 p.m. 

 

                                                           CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS  

                                                                                                                                             

 

By: _____________________________ 

                                                               TIM BARKER 

                   Mayor  
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ATTEST: 

 

_______________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 

 



 

1 

 

MINUTES 

OF 

CITY OF WHARTON 

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

JUNE 23, 2026 

 

Mayor Tim Barker declared a Special Meeting duly open for the transaction of business at 6:00 P.M. 

Councilmember Russell Machann led the prayer, and Mayor Tim Barker led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

Councilmembers present were: Mayor, Tim Barker, and Councilmembers Terry Freese, Burnell 

Neal, Larry Pittman, Russell Machann, and Amber Barbee. 

 

Councilmember absent was: Greg Hippel. 

  

Staff members present were: City Manager, Joseph R. Pace; Finance Director, London Davis; 

Assistant to City Manager, Brandi Jimenez; Assistant City Manager, 

Paula Favors; Planning and Development Director, Gwyn Teves, 

Building Official, Claudia Velasquez;  Airport Manager, Dwayne 

Pospisil; Fire Chief, Hector Hernandez; Emergency Management 

Coordinator, Ben Guanajuato; Civic Center Manager, Makyla 

Monroe; Police Chief, Terry David Lynch; EMS Director, Christy 

Gonzales; Public Works Director, Roderick Semien; HR Generalist, 

Selena Rios, and Director of Planning and Development, Gwyn 

Teves. 

 

Visitors present were: Joan Andel, Gary Bonewald, Walter Garrett, and Colby Primeaux, 

with the Wharton County Leader-Journal.    

 

Roll Call and Excused Absences.   

 

After some discussion, Councilmember Terry Freese moved to excuse Councilmember Greg 

Hippel.  Councilmember Larry Pittman seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.   

 

Public Comments. No comments were made.     

 

Wharton Moment. 

 

Mayor Tim Barker called for Wharton Moments. The following comments were made: 

 

1. Police Chief Terry David Lynch stated the Wharton Police Department conducted a 

traffic stop that resulted in seizing forty-three kilos of cocaine.   

 

The first item on the agenda Budget Workshop: City of Wharton 2026-2027 Fiscal Year Budget: 

 

1. Budget Workshop: City of Wharton 2026-2027 Fiscal Year Budget: 

 

Finance Director, London Davis, stated that each Department Head would present their requests for the 

City of Wharton 2026-2027 fiscal year budget.  The presentations were as follows:  
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Public Works Director Roderick Semien presented the requests for the following: 

 

A. Five-Year Capital Infrastructure Improvement Program: 

            1.  Transportation Systems: 

            A. Streets. 

            B. Major Thoroughfares. 

            C. Sidewalks. 

            2.  Drainage System. 

            3.  Flood Reduction Project-Levee. 

            4.  Water and Sewer Utility System. 

            5.  Garage.  

            6.  Parks & Facilities Department. 

 

B. Five-Year Vehicle & Equipment Capital Needs: 

 

1. Emergency Management. - Ben Guanajuato 

2. Police, Animal Control, and Communications Departments. – Terry David Lynch 

3.   Fire Department. – Hector Hernandez 

4.   Civic Center. – Makayla Monroe 

5.   Code Enforcement. -  Claudia Velásquez 

6.   Emergency Medical Services Department. – Christy Gonzales 

7.   Airport Department. – Dwayne Pospisil 

8.   City Secretary. – Paula Favors 

9.   Municipal Court. – Paula Favors 

10.  Finance. – Joseph R. Pace 

11.  Community Development.  

C.  General Fund. 

D.  PEG Fund. 

E.   Hotel Motel Fund. 

F.   Narcotics Seizure Fund. 

G.  Debt Fund. 

H.  Capital Improvement Fund. 

I.   Water & Sewer Fund. 

J.   Emergency Medical Services Fund. 

K.  Civic Center Fund. 

L.   Airport Fund. 

 

After some discussion, no action was taken.   

 

Adjournment.   
There was no further discussion. Councilmember Terry Freese moved to adjourn.  All voted in favor. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:19 p.m. 

       CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS 
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       By:  _______________________________  

               TIM BARKER 

               Mayor  

ATTEST: 

 

______________________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 
City Secretary 

 



City of Wharton 
120 E. Caney Street 
Wharton, TX 77488 
 

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION  
 

 
 

 

 

Meeting 
Date: 

7/13/2026 Agenda 
Item: 

Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City 
Council approving an agreement for Emergency 
Medical Services Billing and Collection Services 
and authorizing the Mayor of the City of Wharton 
to execute all documents related to said 
agreement. 

 
Attached is a memo from EMS Director Christy Gonzales regarding EMS Billing and Collection Services.   
On June 18, 2026, the City Staff received proposals for EMS Billing and Collection Services.  A total of 
four (4) proposals were received.  The proposals are as follows: 

1. EMS Management & Consultants, Inc. (6% collected revenue with no additional fees). 
2. EMERGICON, LLC (8% of collected revenue and 2% credit card fee when paid by credit). 
3. One Billing Solutions, LLC (15% of collected revenue with no additional fees). 
4. Cinde Hendry (deemed ineligible due to not meeting the proposal requirements). 

 
It is the City Staff’s recommendation to accept the proposal from EMS Management & Consultants, Inc. 
to provide EMS Billing and Collection Services. 
 
City Attorney Paul Webb has reviewed the agreement and approves.  
 
The Finance Committee will meet on July 13, 2026, and will formulate a recommendation for City 
Council consideration. 
 
Ms. Gonzales will be present to answer any questions.   
 

City Manager: Joseph R. Pace Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 

Approval:      
 

Mayor: Tim Barker 

 



City of Wharton 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 
2010 N. Fulton 

WHARTON, TEXAS 77488  

INTERDEPARTMENTAL MEMO 

DATE: JUNE 24, 2026 

TO: JOSEPH R. PACE – CITY MANAGER  

FROM: CHRISTY GONZALES – EMS DIRECTOR 

RE: EMS BILLING AND COLLECTIONS 

Mr. Pace, 
 

We have received four (4) proposals for Emergency Medical Services (EMS) billing and collection services. 

 

The proposals were submitted by the following vendors: 

 

 EMS Management & Consultants, Inc. (6% collected revenue with no additional fees) 

 EMERGICON, LLC (8% of collected revenue and 2% credit card fee when paid by credit) 

 One Billing Solutions, LLC (15% of collected revenue with no additional fees) 

 Cinde Hendry (deemed ineligible due to not meeting the proposal requirements) 

 

After reviewing the submitted proposals, it is my recommendation that the City accept the proposal from EMS 

Management & Consultants, Inc. to provide EMS billing and collection services. 

 

I respectfully request that this item be placed on the next City Council agenda for review and consideration. If you 

have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact me. 
 
 
 
Thank you,  
 

Christy Gonzales 

 
Christy Gonzales, Director of EMS 
 

 



 

STATE OF TEXAS 

COUNTY OF WHARTON  

AGREEMENT 

This is a contract for Emergency Medical Service (EMS) billing and collection services 

between the CITY OF WHARTON, hereinafter referred to as "CLIENT", and 

___________, hereinafter referred to as "COLLECTOR". 

 

COLLECTOR shall provide the following services: 

A. Set up and maintain for CLIENT an automated EMS billing and record-keeping 

system.  

B. Generate insurance claim processing to the appropriate carriers for patients who 

have provided the necessary information and consent for primary insurance filings 

and secondary insurance filings either electronically or on an appropriate paper 

claim form. 

C. Generate statements to patients following standard revenue cycle protocols, i.e., 

once the balance is the patient's responsibility.  

D. Respond to patient and insurance company inquiries regarding questions about bills 

for services rendered. 

E. Post payments to proper accounts for services rendered. 

F. Collection efforts using special reminders placed on past due accounts, payment 

plans to patients who are unable to pay in full, tracking of payment plan patients, 

phone calls or audit letters to delinquent patients. COLLECTOR may, at its own 

discretion, use third parties to assist in collection, provided COLLECTOR bears the 

cost of any such assistance and extends the privacy and security requirements to 

which it is subject to any such third party; COLLECTOR shall notify CLIENT of 

any third party that COLLECTOR employs. 

G. Maintain a Third-Party Debt Collector Bond and agree to furnish CLIENT copies 

of proof of such bond upon request. 



H. Maintain compliance with applicable regulatory guidelines. 

I. Provide billing data in a form and manner that is accessible to CLIENT utilizing its 

own equipment and software in CLIENT'S office, subject to agreement that 

CLIENT will protect the privacy and security of the information. 

J. Provide monthly management reports serving as a general internal analysis. 

K. Serve as billing records custodian, respond to requests for production of billing 

records. Fees for said service to be collected at COLLECTOR’S discretion from 

individual or entity requesting records. 

 

Deposits for CITY OF WHARTON EMS: 

A. All of the monies due the CLIENT through the services of COLLECTOR will be 

deposited in the CLIENT'S bank account under the name of the City of Wharton 

EMS. 

B. CLIENT has sole ownership of said bank account; COLLECTOR has no 

authorization to withdraw any monies from CLIENT'S bank account. 

C.  All Medicare and Medicaid monies will be deposited via Electronic Fund Transfer 

(ETF) into the CLIENT'S bank account. 

 

CLIENT will: 

A. Provide reasonable management support and personnel sufficient to allow 

COLLECTOR to provide these services to CLIENT. 

B. As a covered entity, protect the privacy and security of personally identifiable 

health information received from COLLECTOR pursuant to the Health Insurance 

and Portability Act of 1996.  

C. Be responsible for the accuracy of the original data obtained on each emergency 

ambulance run. 

D. Provide edited patient data, including insurance verification, when available to 

COLLECTOR. 

E. Make available to COLLECTOR any and all information including but not limited 

to, patient documentation, files, hospital patient face sheets when available, and any 



other information needed by COLLECTOR to allow COLLECTOR to provide 

listed to CLIENT. 

F. Inform COLLECTOR of any necessary corrections. 

G. Inform COLLECTOR of any direct payments made to CLIENT, and to furnish 

COLLECTOR copies of all EOB's or any other paperwork received from all 

insurance carriers. 

H. Refrain from any action, which could or would circumvent the procedures and 

methodologies used by COLLECTOR. 

COLLECTOR's charges for services include: 

A. 6% of net cash collected per month.  Net cash is defined as total collections less 

any patient refunds and any costs of credit card surcharges or fees. 

B. 20% of net cash collected for accounts sent to the collection agency.  Net cash for 

accounts sent to the collection agency is defined as total collections received less 

fees paid to the collection agency by CLIENT. COLLECTOR will maintain all 

records, including payment postings, for all accounts sent to the collection agency. 

C. COLLECTOR will submit a monthly invoice reflective of amounts specified in A 

& B above to the CLIENT.  All invoices are due and payable within 10 days of 

receipt by CLIENT. 

 

CITY OF WHARTON EMS: 

CLIENT further agrees that COLLECTOR will be the exclusive billing agent for the term 

of this agreement. 

 

This agreement will be effective on the date executed and shall continue in effect until 

terminated as provided below. This agreement may be canceled by either party by giving 

ninety (90) days' written notice.  Should CLIENT give ninety (90) days' written notice, 

COLLECTOR will be given an additional sixty (60) days after the date of termination to 

collect on all outstanding Accounts Receivable filed prior to and during the cancellation 

period. 



 

COLLECTOR shall be entitled to terminate this agreement should any invoice remain 

outstanding 30 days beyond its due date. In such event, COLLECTOR will provide 30 

days' written notice to CLIENT. 

 

In the event of termination, for any reason, all of the CLIENT’S files retained by 

COLLECTOR will be made available in printed and/or electronic form to CLIENT after 

all fees due to COLLECTOR have been paid to COLLECTOR by CLIENT. 

 

CLIENT will make every effort to ensure that claims are accurate and delivered in a timely 

manner.  In the event that there is an error or omission of any nature by COLLECTOR or 

CLIENT which is or is not expressly set forth in this agreement, then and in that event, 

liability for any error or omission or malfeasance or negligence or alleged negligence on 

COLLECTOR’S part shall be limited to the correction and reprocessing and rebilling of 

the particular data or services in question.  CLIENT expressly disclaims any and all 

warranties or other guarantees, including the warranty of merchantability as it might exist 

under this agreement. Under no circumstances shall CLIENT be liable for consequential 

damages. 

 

This agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the parties, effective as of the 

___th day of July 2026.
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ATTEST: 

 

By: ____________________ 

        PAULA FAVORS 

        City Secretary 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

By: ________________________ 

PAUL WEBB 

       City Attorney 

CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS ___________  

By: ______________________ 

 

By: ___________________  

       TIM BARKER          _______________  

       Mayor President  



 

CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-XX 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL APPROVING AN AGREEMENT 

FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES BILLING AND COLLECTION SERVICES 

AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF WHARTON TO EXECUTE ALL 

DOCUMENTS RELATED TO SAID AGREEMENT. 

 

WHEREAS,  Proposals were received for Emergency Medical Services Billing and Collection 

Services; and,  

 

WHEREAS,  ____________________ was deemed the best lowest qualified bidder in the amount 

of $_____________________; and,  

 

WHEREAS,  The Wharton City Council wishes to approve 

__________________________________ for Emergency Medical Services Billing 

and Collections in the amount of $________________________ for the Wharton 

Emergency Medical Service Department; and,  

 

WHEREAS, ___________________ and the City of Wharton wish to enter into an agreement for 

Emergency Medical Services Billing and Collection Services; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to authorize the Mayor of the City of Wharton to 

execute the agreement; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes this resolution to become effective immediately 

upon its passage.  

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

WHARTON, TEXAS as follows: 

 

Section I. The Wharton City Council hereby authorizes the Mayor of the City of Wharton to 

execute the agreement for Emergency Medical Services Billing and Collection 

Services between ________________ and the City of Wharton. 

 

Section II. The Mayor of the City of Wharton is hereby authorized to execute the agreement. 

 

Section III. That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 13th day of July 2026. 

 

      CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS 

 

 

      By: __________________________ 

             TIM BARKER 

                                                                               Mayor 
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ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 



City of Wharton 
120 E. Caney Street 
Wharton, TX 77488 
 

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION  
 

 
 

 

 

Meeting 
Date: 

7/13/2026 Agenda 
Item: 

Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City 
Council approving the purchase of three (3) 
Butterfly Ultrasound Devices from Henry Schein 
through the BuyBoard Cooperative Purchasing 
Program and authorizing the City Manager to 
execute all documents related to said purchase. 

 
Attached is a memo from EMS Director Christy Gonzales regarding the purchase of three (3) Butterfly 
Ultrasound Devices for the EMS Department.  These handheld point-of-care ultrasound devices will be 
deployed on frontline ambulances and used by trained paramedics to assist in the rapid assessment of 
critically ill and injured patients. The devices will also support continuing education and competency 
training for EMS personnel. 
 
Financial Impact: 
• Total purchase price: $16,328.10.  
• CenterPoint Energy Grant: $2,500.00 (to be applied toward the purchase.)  
• Net amount to be funded by the organization: $13,828.10.  
 
It is the City Staff’s recommendation that the City Council approve the purchase of three Butterfly 
Ultrasound devices from Henry Schein for $16,328.10, with $2,500.00 from the CenterPoint Energy 
Grant applied toward the purchase, leaving a balance of $13,828.10 to be paid from the designated 
equipment budget. 
 
Ms. Gonzales will be present to answer any questions.  

City Manager: Joseph R. Pace Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 

Approval:      
 

Mayor: Tim Barker 

 



City of Wharton 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 
2010 N. Fulton 

WHARTON, TEXAS 77488  

INTERDEPARTMENTAL MEMO 

DATE: JULY 5, 2026 

TO: JOSEPH R. PACE – CITY MANAGER  

FROM: CHRISTY GONZALES – EMS DIRECTOR 

RE: BUTTERFLY ULTRASOUND DEVICES 

Mr. Pace, 

 

Attached is a quote requesting approval to purchase three Butterfly Ultrasound devices from Henry Schein (Buy 

Board Contract Number 804-26) to enhance the diagnostic capabilities of our 911 EMS services. These handheld 

point-of-care ultrasound devices will be deployed on frontline ambulances and used by trained paramedics to 

assist in the rapid assessment of critically ill and injured patients. The devices will also support continuing education 

and competency training for EMS personnel. 

 

Financial Impact: 

 Total purchase price: $16,328.10  

 CenterPoint Energy Grant: $2,500.00 (to be applied toward the purchase)  

 Net amount to be funded by the organization: $13,828.10  

 

 

It is my recommendation that we purchase the three Butterfly Ultrasound devices from Henry Schein in the amount 

of $16,328.10, with $2,500.00 from the CenterPoint Energy Grant applied toward the purchase, leaving a balance 

of $13,828.10 to be paid from the designated equipment budget. 

 

I respectfully request that this item be placed on the next City Council agenda for review and consideration. If you 

have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact me. 
 
 
 
Thank you,  
 

Christy Gonzales 

 
Christy Gonzales, Director of EMS 
 

 



Valid for 30 days after which this pricing may expire. Pricing should be verified prior to order being placed. All sales are subject to Henry 

Schein’s Standard Terms of Sale (https://www.henryschein.com/en-us/legal-terms-and-conditions) and any additional or conflicting terms 

provided by purchaser with order are expressly rejected. 

 

QUOTE 
Page: 1 

 

 

Bill To: 03768228 Ship To: 03768230 

 

City Of Wharton EMS City Of Wharton EMS Sent: 

City Of Wharton EMS City Of Wharton EMS Reference#: 

120 E Caney St 2010 N Fulton St QT200541720260626072118 

Wharton, TX 774885006 Wharton, TX 774882823 Note: 

 

Qty Product Description UOM Unit Price Extended 

Price 

3 1472007 iQ3 All-in Bundle (Enterprise) Ea EA 5,275.00 15,825.00 

3 1437053 iQ+ Hard Case Ea EA 167.70 503.10 

 
 
 
 
 
Buyboard Contract 804-26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sub Total: 16,328.10 

https://www.henryschein.com/en-us/legal-terms-and-conditions)


 

CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-XX 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL APPROVING THE 

PURCHASE OF THREE (3) BUTTERFLY ULTRASOUND DEVICES FROM HENRY 

SCHEIN THROUGH THE BUYBOARD COOPERATIVE PURCHASING PROGRAM 

AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE ALL DOCUMENTS 

RELATED TO SAID PURCHASE. 

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton Emergency Medical Services Department wishes to purchase three 

(3) Butterfly Ultrasound Devices from Henry Schein through the Buyboard 

Cooperative Purchasing Program; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The City of Wharton is a member of and participates in the BuyBoard 

Cooperative Purchasing Program; and,  

 

WHEREAS,  The Wharton City Council wishes to approve the purchase of three (3) Butterfly 

Ultrasound Devices from Henry Schein through the Buyboard Cooperative 

Purchasing Program in the amount of $13,828.10; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to authorize the City Manager to execute all 

documents related to said purchase.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

WHARTON, TEXAS as follows: 

 

SECTION I. The Wharton City Council hereby approves the purchase of three (3) Butterfly 

Ultrasound Devices from Henry Schein through the Buyboard Cooperative 

Purchasing Program in the amount of $13,828.10. 

 

SECTION II. The Wharton City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager to execute all 

documents related to said purchase.  

 

SECTION III. That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

                       Passed, Approved, and Adopted this 13th day of July 2026. 

 

CITY OF WHARTON 

 

By: _______________________________   

             TIM BARKER 

       Mayor 

       

 

 

 

 

 



 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 



City of Wharton 
120 E. Caney Street 
Wharton, TX 77488 
 

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION  
 

 
 

 

 

Meeting 
Date: 

7/13/2026 Agenda 
Item: 

Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City 
Council authorizing and ratifying the emergency 
replacement of the Wharton Police Department’s 
Security Gate through Superior Fence Services and 
authorizing the City Manager of the City of 
Wharton to execute all documents related to said 
emergency replacement. 

 
Attached is a memorandum from Chief of Police Terry David Lynch regarding the emergency 
replacement of the Wharton Police Department’s Security Gate.  After more than a decade of service, 
the Department's Security Fence Gate Operator had experienced failure.  Upon evaluation, it was 
determined that the existing unit had reached the end of its service life and that replacement parts 
were no longer available.  Since 2018, the City had spent approximately $3,650.00 on repairs to 
maintain the existing system. Given the equipment's age and the inability to obtain replacement 
components, continued repairs were no longer viable. 
 
Due to the current failure, the Department's physical security had been compromised because the 
facility houses sensitive law enforcement equipment, vehicles, evidence, and critical infrastructure. 
Restoring secure access was an immediate operational necessity.  Delaying replacement until the next 
City Council meeting would unnecessarily expose the Police Department and City assets to an 
unacceptable security risk.  Therefore, the City Manager approved the emergency replacement of the 
gate. 
 
Quotes were received for the replacement.  They are as follows:   

1. Foster Fence Company, Houston, Texas – $6,075.00. 
2. Superior Fence Services, Brazoria, Texas – $5,990.00. 

 
The City Staff proceeded with Superior Fence Services for the replacement of the gate.   
 
Chief Lynch will be present to answer any questions.   

City Manager: Joseph R. Pace Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 

Approval:      
 

Mayor: Tim Barker 

 



 
 

WHARTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 
WORKING TO KEEP YOUR COMMUNITY SAFE AND FREE FROM CRIMINAL ACTIVITY 

 

 
 
 
 
 

From the desk of: 
Terry David Lynch  

Chief of Police 
MEMORANDUM              Wharton Police Department 

 
To:   Joseph R. Pace  
 
Date:   06/22/2026   
 
Ref:   EMERGENCY ACTION: Security Gate Emergency Replacement 
 

 

I respectfully request authorization to proceed with the emergency replacement of the 

Wharton Police Department Security Gate Operator prior to formal City Council approval. 

 

After more than a decade of service, the Department's Security Fence Gate Operator has 

experienced a catastrophic failure. Upon evaluation, it has been determined that the existing 

unit has reached the end of its service life and that replacement parts are no longer available. 

Since 2018, the City has spent approximately $3,650 on repairs to maintain the existing 

system. Given the equipment's age and the inability to obtain replacement components, 

continued repairs are no longer viable. 

 

Due to a flaw created by the current failure, the Department's physical security has been 

compromised. Because the facility houses sensitive law enforcement equipment, vehicles, 

evidence, and critical infrastructure, restoring secure access is an immediate operational 

necessity. Delaying replacement until the next City Council meeting would unnecessarily 

expose the Police Department and City assets to an unacceptable security risk. 

 

To address this issue, quotations were obtained from two area vendors: 

 

Foster Fence Company, Houston, Texas – $6,075.00 

Replacement of the gate operator. 

 

Superior Fence Services, Brazoria, Texas – $5,990.00 

Replacement of the gate operator. 

Installation of new card readers. 

Installation of photo-eye safety devices. 

 

It is the recommendation of the Police Department that the City proceed with Superior Fence 

Services in the amount of $5,990.00. Superior Fence Services previously installed the gate 



 
 

WHARTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 
WORKING TO KEEP YOUR COMMUNITY SAFE AND FREE FROM CRIMINAL ACTIVITY 

 

operators at the City Barn and security devices at City Hall and has demonstrated reliable 

service and familiarity with City facilities. Additionally, their proximity and established 

relationship with the City should provide improved response times for future service needs. 

 

Given the immediate security implications resulting from the gate failure, I respectfully 

request approval to proceed with this emergency purchase prior to formal City Council 

consideration, with ratification to occur at the next available council meeting. 
            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            







 

CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-XX 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING AND 

RATIFYING THE EMERGENCY REPLACEMENT OF THE WHARTON POLICE 

DEPARTMENT’S SECURITY GATE THROUGH SUPERIOR FENCE SERVICES AND 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER OF THE CITY OF WHARTON TO EXECUTE 

ALL DOCUMENTS RELATED TO SAID EMERGENCY REPLACEMENT. 

 

WHEREAS, The emergency replacement of the Wharton Police Department’s Security Gate was 

needed due to the gate's failure; and,  

 

WHEREAS, It was determined that the existing gate had reached the end of its service life and that 

replacement parts were no longer available; and,  

 

WHEREAS, The City of Wharton engaged the services of Superior Fence Services to replace the 

security gate; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  The total cost of the replacement was in the amount of $5,990.00; and,  

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council ratifies the emergency replacement through Superior 

Fence Services for the Wharton Police Department’s Security Gate and wishes to 

authorize the City Manager of the City of Wharton to execute all documents. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

WHARTON, TEXAS as follows: 

 

Section I. The Wharton City Council hereby approves and authorizes the City Manager of the 

City of Wharton to execute all documents related to said replacement of the Wharton 

Police Department’s Security Gate.  

 

Section II. The Wharton City Council hereby approves Superior Fence Services for the 

replacement of the Wharton Police Department’s Security Gate in the amount of 

$5,990.00. 

 

Section III. That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

 Passed, Approved, and Adopted this 13th day of July 2026. 

 

      CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS 

 

      By: __________________________ 

             TIM BARKER 

             Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 



City of Wharton 
120 E. Caney Street 
Wharton, TX 77488 
 

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION  
 

 
 

 

 

Meeting 
Date: 

7/13/2026 Agenda 
Item: 

Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City 
Council approving a Memorandum of 
Understanding between the City of Wharton Police 
Department and the Office of the Attorney General 
of Texas for the Internet Crimes Against Children 
Task Force Program and authorizing the City 
Manager of the City of Wharton to execute all 
documents related to said Memorandum of 
Understanding. 

 
Attached is a memorandum from Chief of Police Terry David Lynch regarding approval of a Memorandum 
of Understanding between the City of Wharton Police Department and the Office of the Attorney General 
of Texas for the Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force Program.  Participation in the task force 
would provide the department with access to specialized training, investigative resources, technical 
assistance, and collaborative partnerships with state and federal agencies, and would enhance the 
department's ability to investigate technology-facilitated crimes against children and better protect 
vulnerable members of our community. Additionally, participation offers opportunities for joint 
operations and access to grant-funded resources otherwise unavailable to the department.  
 
Joining the ICAC Task Force represents a proactive investment in public safety and will strengthen our 
capabilities in addressing increasingly sophisticated online crimes against children. 
 
Currently, Wharton County Law Enforcement entities have no representation on this task force, and the 
City Staff believes it would benefit the department and create opportunities to better serve our 
community and any potential child victims of crime. 
 
Chief Lynch will be present to answer any questions.   
 
 

City Manager: Joseph R. Pace Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 

Approval:      
 

Mayor: Tim Barker 

 



 
 

WHARTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 
WORKING TO KEEP YOUR COMMUNITY SAFE AND FREE FROM CRIMINAL ACTIVITY 

 

 
 
 
 
 

From the desk of: 
Terry David Lynch  

Chief of Police 
MEMORANDUM              Wharton Police Department 

 
To:   Joseph R. Pace  
 
Date:   06/22/2026 
 
Ref:   AGENDA ITEM: MOU between Attorney General’s Office and Wharton PD 
 

 
We are requesting approval for the Wharton Police Department to enter into a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Texas Southern Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) Task Force.  
 
Participation in the task force will provide our department with access to specialized training, 
investigative resources, technical assistance, and collaborative partnerships with state and federal 
agencies. Membership will enhance our ability to investigate technology-facilitated crimes against 
children and better protect vulnerable members of our community. Additionally, participation offers 
opportunities for joint operations and access to grant-funded resources otherwise unavailable to the 
department.  
 
Joining the ICAC Task Force represents a proactive investment in public safety and will strengthen 
our capabilities in addressing increasingly sophisticated online crimes against children. 
 
Currently, Wharton County Law Enforcement entities have no representation on this task force, and 
I believe it would benefit our department and create opportunities to better serve our community and 
any potential child victims of crime. 
 
I recommend that the city authorize the department to execute the attached Memorandum of 
Understanding and become a participating member of the task force. 
 
Please consider placing the agreement on the Council agenda for approval. 
 
 
T.D. Lynch 
Chief of Police 

 



 

 Memorandum of Understanding 

 

      OAG Contract No. ____________________ 

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) regarding certain Internet Crimes Against 
Children (“ICAC”) Task Force activities is executed between the Office of the Attorney General 
of Texas (“OAG”) and the Wharton Police Department (“Department”).  The OAG and the 
Department are each a “Party,” and collectively the “Parties,” to this MOU. 

Section 1. Term of MOU 

This MOU shall be effective on ___________________, and will continue in effect until September 
30, 2027. 

Section 2. Mission of the ICAC Task Force Program 

The ICAC Task Force Program, created by the United States Department of Justice, Office of 
Justice Programs, Office of Juvenile Justice, and Delinquency Prevention (“OJJDP”), is a 
national network of state and local law enforcement cybercrime units tasked with combating 
technology-facilitated child exploitation.  These task forces work collaboratively as a national 
network of law enforcement and prosecutorial agencies that prevent, interdict, investigate, 
and prosecute ICAC offenses.  The ICAC Program requires existing task forces to develop 
multi-jurisdictional, multi-agency responses to such offenses by providing funding and other 
support to state and local law enforcement agencies to help them acquire necessary 
knowledge, personnel, and equipment to develop effective responses to online enticement of 
children by sexual predators, child exploitation, and child obscenity and pornography cases. 
This support includes, for example, investigative and forensic components, training and 
technical assistance, victim services, and community education. 

The OAG is designated by the OJJDP as the regional contact for the “Texas Southern ICAC 
Task Force.”  The OAG is a recipient of an OJJDP ICAC Grant.  The OAG utilizes the ICAC Grant 
funds to administer and operate an ICAC Task Force.  The mission of the OAG’s ICAC Task 
Force is to: (1) properly investigate and prosecute those who sexually exploit children 
through the use of the internet and/or computers; (2) provide training and equipment to 
those involved in investigating and prosecuting internet crimes against children, and (3) 
provide community education regarding the prevention of Internet crimes against children. 
 
Section 3. Purpose of this MOU 

The purpose of this MOU is to formalize the working relationship between the OAG and the 
Department.  This MOU delineates the responsibilities and expectations of the Parties.  By 
signing this MOU, the Department agrees to join the OAG ICAC Task Force for the primary 
purpose of vigorously and properly performing ICAC investigations.  By joining the OAG ICAC 
Task Force, the Department will benefit from joint operations and extensive training 
opportunities. 
 
By entering into this MOU, the OAG will benefit from the investigative support of the 
Department.  This MOU confers no direct financial obligation from either Party to the other. 
 



 

This MOU supersedes and replaces any prior existing ICAC Task Force MOU between the 
Parties. 
 
Section 4. Investigations 

All ICAC investigations will be conducted only by sworn law enforcement investigators and 
in a spirit of cooperation with other OAG ICAC Task Force members.  Investigations will 
follow guidelines established by each Party’s respective policy manual or guidelines. 
However, ICAC investigations shall also be governed by the National ICAC Program’s 
Operational and Investigative Standards.  Violation of the ICAC Operational and Investigative 
Standards is grounds for termination of this MOU.  This MOU is not intended to infringe on 
the ongoing investigations of any other agency or department.  It is agreed that unilateral acts 
on the part of employees involved in ICAC Task Force investigations are not in the best 
interest of the Task Force. 

Section 5. Department’s Duties and Responsibilities 
 
The Department will ensure the following activities: 
A. Only sworn department law enforcement personnel will conduct undercover ICAC 
investigations.  Each investigator involved with undercover operations must receive ICAC 
training prior to initiating proactive investigations and shall submit reports of all 
undercover activity to the OAG. 

B. Conduct reactive investigations where subjects are associated with the Department’s 
jurisdiction, including investigations of child pornography, CYBERTIP referrals from the 
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, internet service provider, law 
enforcement referrals, and other ICAC-related investigations.  Additional case initiations 
may develop from subject interviews, documented public sources, direct observations of 
suspicious behavior, public complaints, or other appropriate sources. 

C. Record and document all undercover online activity.  Any deviations from this policy due 
to unusual circumstances shall be documented in the relevant case file and reviewed by the 
ICAC Task Force Program Manager. 

D. Provide agents assigned to the ICAC Task Force access to all ICAC investigative files 
including, without limitation, computer records, in order to ensure compliance with all 
national ICAC standards. 

E. Locate its ICAC investigators in secured space provided by the Department with controlled 
access to all equipment, software, and investigative files.  At a minimum, information should 
be maintained in locked cabinets and under the control of the department ICAC Task Force 
personnel, with restricted access to authorized personnel only. 

F. Conduct education and prevention programs to foster awareness and provide practical, 
relevant guidance to children, parents, educators, librarians, the business and law 
enforcement communities, and other individuals concerned about internet child safety 
issues.  Presenters shall not discuss ongoing investigative techniques or undercover 
operations utilized by the ICAC Task Force. 
 
 
 



 

Section 6. Supervision: Compliance with Regulatory and Licensing Bodies 
 
The Department will be responsible for the day-to-day operational supervision, 
administrative control, and personal and professional conduct of its officers and agents 
assigned to the Task Force.  ICAC investigations are a cooperative effort, and investigative 
decisions will be a joint process guided by ICAC standards. 

The Department agrees that it has obtained all licenses, certifications, permits, and 
authorizations necessary to perform the responsibilities of this MOU.  The Department agrees 
to comply with all applicable licenses, legal certifications, inspections, and any other 
applicable local ordinances, state, or federal laws. 

Section 7. No Employment Relationship: with the OAG; Liability; and Sovereign 
Immunity 
 
The Department expressly agrees that there is no employment relationship between the 
Department and the OAG.  Under no circumstances shall any owners, incorporators, officers, 
directors, employees, or volunteers of the Department be considered an employee, agent, 
servant, or partner of, or part of any joint venture or joint enterprise with, the OAG by virtue 
of this MOU. 

To the extent allowed by law, the Department is responsible for all types of claims whatsoever 
due to its own actions or performance under this MOU, including, without limitation, the use 
of automobiles (or other transportation), taken by its owners, incorporators, officers, 
directors, employees, volunteers, or any third parties. 

The Parties expressly agree that no provision of this MOU is in any way intended to constitute 
a waiver by either Party of any immunities from suit or from liability that the OAG, State of 
Texas, or the Department may have by operation of law. 

Section 8. Reporting Statistics 

The OAG will designate the proper methods and format for the delivery of information to the 
OAG by the Department.  Using the reporting form provided by the OAG, the Department shall 
submit monthly statistics to the OAG on all ICAC investigations or other investigative work 
pertaining to the sexual exploitation of children via the internet.  These statistics shall be 
submitted in the format, and via the delivery method, set by the OAG by the tenth (10) 
calendar day of each month and shall include: data on all related investigations opened or 
closed during the prior calendar month; forensic examinations; technical/investigative 
assistance provided to other agencies or departments; subpoenas and court orders issued; 
training hours attended and taught; and community outreach provided. 

In addition, the Department shall provide detailed reporting on the basic case data for each 
sexual exploitation of a minor (child pornography) case, and/or criminal solicitation of a 
minor (enticement/traveler) case investigated by the Department.  The OAG will then be 
responsible for all required reporting to OJJDP.  The Department will not unreasonably 
withhold any additional information requested by the OAG related to its participation in the 
ICAC Program. 

 



 

 
Section 9. Training 

The Department shall make investigators designated as ICAC Task Force members available 
for applicable specialized training provided through the National ICAC Program and other 
appropriate training programs.  The Department will support the ongoing training needs of 
its investigators to maintain their competence and ensure they have the knowledge necessary 
to perform their duties successfully. 

Section 10. Confidentiality 

It is understood that any confidential information pertaining to ICAC investigations will be 
held in the strictest confidence and may only be shared with participating OAG ICAC Task 
Force members or other law enforcement agencies or departments where necessary or as 
otherwise permitted by federal and/or state law. 

Section 11. Termination of MOU 

Either Party, in its sole discretion, may terminate this MOU for convenience upon written 
notice to the other Party at least thirty (30) calendar days in advance of the effective date of 
such termination.  The OAG may terminate this MOU for cause for the following reasons, 
without limitation, the failure of the Department to accept and/or investigate cyber tips; to 
report statistics to the OAG; to adhere to the National ICAC Program’s Operational and 
Investigative Standards; or to exercise reasonable efforts to support the ongoing training 
needs of its investigators to maintain their competency and knowledge base. 

Section 12. Signatures 

The Parties stipulate and agree that the signatories hereto are signing, executing, and 
performing this MOU only in their official capacity.  The individuals below represent and 
warrant that they are authorized to sign this MOU on behalf of the respective Parties.  This 
MOU shall not be modified or amended except in writing and signed by authorized 
representatives of both Parties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SIGNATURES FOLLOW 
 
 

Office of the Attorney General                           Department 
 

_______________________________________                       ________________________________________________    

Attorney General or Designee    Authorized Official - Department Signatory 
 

_______________________________________  ________________________________________________ 

Full Name      Full Name 
 

_______________________________________  ________________________________________________ 

Date:       Date: 
 
 



 

CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-XX 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL APPROVING A 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE CITY OF WHARTON 

POLICE DEPARTMENT AND THE OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

FOR THE INTERNET CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN TASK FORCE PROGRAM AND 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER OF THE CITY OF WHARTON TO EXECUTE 

ALL DOCUMENTS RELATED TO SAID MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.  

 

WHEREAS, The City of Wharton City Council wishes to approve a Memorandum of 

Understanding between the City of Wharton Police Department and the Office of the 

Attorney General of Texas for the Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force; and,  

 

WHEREAS,   Participation in the task force will provide the department with access to specialized 

training, investigative resources, technical assistance, and collaborative partnerships 

with state and federal agencies, and will enhance the department's ability to investigate 

technology-facilitated crimes against children and to better protect vulnerable 

members of our community; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to authorize the City Manager of the City of 

Wharton to execute all documents relating to said Memorandum of Understanding.  

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS: 

 

SECTION I. The Wharton City Council hereby approves the Memorandum of Understanding with 

the Office of the Attorney General of Texas for the Internet Crimes Against Children 

Task Force Program. 

 

SECTION II.  The Wharton City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager of the City of Wharton 

to execute all documents related to said Memorandum of Understanding. 

 

SECTION III. That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 13th day of July 2026. 

 

       CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS 

 

 

       By:_________________________ 

             TIM BARKER 

             Mayor  

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 

 

 



City of Wharton 
120 E. Caney Street 
Wharton, TX 77488 
 

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION  
 

 
 

 

 

Meeting 
Date: 

7/13/2026 Agenda 
Item: 

Resolution: A resolution of the Wharton City 
Council approving the Office of the Governor 
Operation Lone Star Grant Program for the 
Wharton Police Department and authorizing the 
Mayor of the City of Wharton to execute all 
documents related to said grant. 

 
At the request of the State of Texas, the Wharton Police Department was advised to resubmit the 
previous Lone Star Grant Resolution for Grant #5882901 with the updated information regarding the 
change in the Finance Director position. 
 
Attached is the draft resolution. 
 
Chief of Police Terry David Lynch will be present to answer any questions.   

City Manager: Joseph R. Pace Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 

Approval:      
 

Mayor: Tim Barker 

 



 
 

WHARTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 
WORKING TO KEEP YOUR COMMUNITY SAFE AND FREE FROM CRIMINAL ACTIVITY 

 

 
 
 
 
 

From the desk of: 
Terry David Lynch  

Chief of Police 
MEMORANDUM              Wharton Police Department 

 
To:   Joseph Pace  
 
Date:   07/06/2026   
 
Ref:   Lone Star Grant Resolution resubmission 
 

At the request of the State of Texas, we are advised to resubmit the previous Lone Star Grant 
resolution for Grant #5882901 with the updated information regarding the change in the Finance 
Director position. 

            
            
            
            
   



 
CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-XX 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL APPROVING A RESOLUTION TO 

THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR OPERATION LONE STAR GRANT PROGRAM FOR THE 

WHARTON POLICE DEPARTMENT AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF 

WHARTON TO EXECUTE ALL DOCUMENTS RELATED TO SAID GRANT. 

 

WHEREAS, The City of Wharton City Council finds it in the best interest of the citizens of Wharton, Texas 

that the Lone Star Grant Program be operated for the 2026 year; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council agrees to provide applicable matching funds for the said project as 

required by the Operation Lone Star Grant Program Grant Application; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council agrees that in the event of loss or misuse of the Office of the 

Governor funds, the Wharton City Council assures that the funds will be returned to the Office 

of the Governor in full; and, 

 

WHEREAS,     The Wharton City Council designates Mayor Tim Barker as the grantee’s authorized official.  

The authorized official is given the power to apply for, accept, reject, alter, or terminate the 

grant on behalf of the applicant agency; and,  

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council designates Finance Director London Davis as the grantee’s 

financial officer.  The financial officer is given the power to submit financial and/or 

programmatic reports or alter a grant on behalf of the applicant agency.  

 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS: 

 

SECTION I. The Wharton City Council hereby approves submission of the grant application for the 

Lone Star Grant Program. 

 

SECTION II.  The Wharton City Council hereby designates Mayor Tim Barker as the grantee’s 

authorized official to apply for, accept, reject, alter, or terminate the grant, and to execute 

all documents related to said grant, and designates Finance Director London Davis as the 

grantee’s financial officer.  The financial officer is given the power to submit financial 

and/or programmatic reports or alter a grant on behalf of the applicant agency. 

 

SECTION III. In the event of loss or misuse of the grant funds, the City of Wharton will return all funds 

to the Office of the Governor.  

 

SECTION IV. That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 13th day of July 2026. 

 

CITY OF WHARTON 

 

      ____________________________   
      TIM BARKER 

Mayor 

     

 



   

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_________________________ 
PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 



City of Wharton 
120 E. Caney Street 
Wharton, TX 77488 
 

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION  
 

 
 

 

 

Meeting 
Date: 

7/13/2026 Agenda 
Item: 

Resolution: A resolution by the Wharton City 
Council authorizing the City Staff to issue Requests 
for Qualifications (RFQ) for City Prosecutor Legal 
Services for the Wharton Municipal Court, 
establishing a Consultant Selection Committee, 
and developing evaluation criteria for the 
selection of the City Prosecutor.  

 
It is the City Staff’s recommendation that the City Council authorize the City Staff to issue Requests for 
Qualifications (RFQ) for City Prosecutor Legal Services for the Wharton Municipal Court and establish a 
Consultant Selection Committee for the recommendation to the City Council of a City Prosecutor.   
 
Professional Services are exempt from competitive bidding, and legal services are considered 
professional services under the Professional Services Procurement Act.  Under the Texas Government 
Code 2254, a City may not select an attorney by competitive bid if doing so would require awarding the 
contract to the lowest bidder. Instead, a City must select an attorney based on demonstrated 
competence, qualifications, experience, and a fair and reasonable fee negotiated after selection. 
 
It is requested that the City Council consider appointing the Municipal Judge, Finance Director, and 
Assistant City Manager/City Secretary to the Consultant Selection Committee to review the RFQ’s that 
are received and make a recommendation to the City Council for the appointment of a City Prosecutor.   
 
City Secretary Paula Favors will be present to answer any questions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

City Manager: Joseph R. Pace Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 

Approval:      
 

Mayor: Tim Barker 

 



 

CITY OF WHARTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-XX 

 

A RESOLUTION BY THE WHARTON CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE 

CITY STAFF TO ISSUE REQUESTS FOR QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ) FOR CITY 

PROSECUTOR LEGAL SERVICES FOR THE WHARTON MUNICIPAL COURT, 

ESTABLISHING A CONSULTANT SELECTION COMMITTEE, AND 

DEVELOPING EVALUATION CRITERIA FOR THE SELECTION OF THE CITY 

PROSECUTOR.  
 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to authorize the City Staff to issue Requests for 

Qualifications (RFQ) for City Prosecutor Legal Services for the Wharton Municipal 

Court; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes to establish a Consultant Selection Committee for 

the selection of City Prosecutor Legal Services and provide recommendations to the 

entire City Council; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes the Consultant Selection Committee to consist of 

the Municipal Judge, Finance Director and Assistant City Manager/City Secretary; 

and, 

 

WHEREAS, The Wharton City Council wishes for this Committee to exist until a recommendation 

is forwarded to the entire City Council. 

 

WHEREAS,  The Wharton City Council wishes to establish the criteria for the selection of the City 

Prosecutor as per Attachment A. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

WHARTON, TEXAS, as follows: 

 

Section I. That the Wharton City Council hereby authorizes City Staff to issue Requests for 

Qualifications (RFQ) for City Prosecutor Legal Services for the Wharton 

Municipal Court. 

 

Section II. That the Wharton City Council hereby establishes the City Council Consultant 

Selection Committee. 

 

Section III. The Wharton City Council Consultant Selection Committee will consist of the 

Municipal Judge, Finance Director, and Assistant City Manager/City Secretary. 

 

Section IV. The criteria, as set forth in Attachment A, are hereby approved. 

 

Section V. That this resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

 Passed, Approved, and Adopted this 13th day of July 2026. 
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Resolution 2026-XX 

 

       CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS 

 

 

 

       By: __________________________ 

        TIM BARKER 

        Mayor 

 

ATTEST:   

 

 

_________________________________ 

PAULA FAVORS 

City Secretary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

              Attachment “A” 

               

REQUEST FOR 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR 

CITY PROSECUTOR FOR 

THE CITY OF WHARTON, TEXAS 
 
 
 

On or before 5:00 p.m. on Friday, July 24, 2026, the City of Wharton will receive 

qualification statements from interested attorneys or law firms for services related to 

providing legal assistance to the Wharton Municipal Court as a City Prosecutor.  No late 

statements will be accepted. 
 
 

Interested firms should submit a copy of their statement of qualifications to: 
 

City of Wharton 
 

% Paula Favors, City Secretary 
 

120 E. Caney St., Wharton, TX 77488 

 
 

Further information may be obtained by contacting the City Secretary’s Office at: 

979-532-2491 ext. 225 

or 

pfavors@cityofwharton.com 

 
 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE: The selection of an attorney or firm to provide the scope of services described 

will not be made on cost alone but may be based on.  There is no expressed or implied obligation 

on the part of the City of Wharton to reimburse responding firms for any expenses incurred in 

preparing or presenting a Request for Qualifications in response to this request. 



 

 

GENERAL SCOPE OF 

SERVICES 
 

The City of Wharton is a home-rule municipality with a population of approximately 8,627.  

It provides a wide variety of services to citizens and visitors in the Wharton area. These include 

Public Works, Community Development, Building Inspections, Code Enforcement, Animal 

Control, Parks and Recreation, and other services. 
 

An important part of this governance relies on quality legal services.  This scope of 

services will include the appointment of an individual or law firm to serve as City Prosecutor, 

who will be appointed by and serve at the will and pleasure of the City of Wharton Council. 
 

The legal services as Prosecutor under consideration in this Request for Qualifications 

involve (but are not limited to): 

 

1. Being intimately familiar with the City’s Code of Ordinances, applicable State and 

Federal laws, and other applicable documents (such as the code enforcement 

process, etc.). 

 

2. Serving as the City Prosecutor by prosecuting violations of municipal ordinances. 

  

3. Prosecuting offenders in the Municipal Court, including preparation of all charges and 

complaints against, and appearing in the appropriate court in the prosecution of, every 

person charged with the violation of a City ordinance. 

 

4. Attending, just as a few examples, jury trials, arraignments, initial appearances, pretrial 

conferences, plea hearings, motion hearings, and show cause hearings.    

 

5. Because municipal courts primarily hear fine-only misdemeanor cases, prosecutors 

often manage a high volume of dockets. Effective preparation, coordination with court 

staff and law enforcement, and organized case files are essential to ensure court 

proceedings are efficient, legally sound, and fair to all parties. 

 

 



 

INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR STATEMENT OF 

QUALIFICATIONS 
 
The Statement of Qualifications must address the following criteria: 
 
1. Name of firm, owner, address, and telephone number. 

2. Personnel Qualifications.  Identify the key attorney who will serve in the position of City 

Prosecutor; provide their resume and summarize their experience. Provide the same for other 

attorneys (if any) in the firm who may assist with the provision of services. 

3. Specialized Legal Services Competence. Provide information about the attorney and the 

firm’s experience in providing legal prosecutor services to municipal organizations.   

4. Understanding Of Services to Be Provided. Describe the attorney’s/firm’s understanding of 

the scope of work. 

5. Work Schedule and Approach to Project Management. Provide a plan for service delivery 

and an explanation of how tasks and projects are managed within the firm to ensure timely 

response and completion. 

6. Conflict of Interest.  List any clients you currently represent that could cause a conflict of 

interest with your responsibilities as City Prosecutor for the City of Wharton and describe 

how you would be willing to resolve these or any future conflicts of interest. 

7. Fees.  Please provide rates for providing the services described above.  Note that the City of 

Wharton is requesting fees to be submitted with two options:   

Option A:  Monthly retainer plus hourly fees (indicate specific items to be covered by 

the retainer). 

Option B:  Hourly fees for all work without a retainer.   

For hourly fees, please identify the hourly rate of each attorney and support personnel, and 

indicate the minimum increment of time billed for services.  Also state rates for other cost 

items proposed for itemization and billing. 

8. Statement: The attorney or firm, by submitting a proposal, certifies that, to the best of its 

knowledge or belief, no elected or appointed official of the City is financially interested, 

directly or indirectly, in its firm or in the purchase of services as described in this RFQ. They 

also certify that the information contained in the Statement of Qualifications is correct and 

complete to the best of their knowledge. 



 

EVALUATION PROCESS AND AWARD 

 

 

 

Evaluation Process  

 

Based on the City Council’s Selection Committee’s review of the submittals, several firms 

may be shortlisted for further consideration and asked to submit supplemental information.  

Additionally, the selected firms may be requested to deliver a formal presentation to the 

Mayor and City Council, either in person or via a virtual appearance.   

 

Contract Award 

 

The contract will be awarded to the most qualified responder as determined by the City 

Council.  All costs directly or indirectly related to the preparation of a response to this RFQ, 

or any oral presentation required to supplement and/or clarify the RFQ, which may be 

required, shall be the sole responsibility of, and shall be borne by, the firm.  

 

 

 

 


