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A G E N D A  
REGULAR MEETING OF TYBEE ISLAND CITY COUNCIL 

September 22, 2022 at 6:30 PM 
Please silence all cell phones during Council Meetings 

 
 
 
Opening Ceremonies 
     Call to Order 
     Posting of the Colors and Pledge of Allegiance, American Legion Post 154 
     Invocation:  Jan LeViner 
      
Consideration of Items for Consent Agenda  
 
Announcements 
 
Recognitions and Proclamations 

1. Turtle Friendly Restaurant Recognition of Pier 16 and The Deck. 
 
Consideration of the approval of the minutes of the meetings of the Tybee island City Council 

2. Minutes, September 8, 2022 
 
Reports of Staff, Boards, Standing Committees and/or Invited Guest.  Limit reports to 10 
minutes. 

3. Britt Bacon, Tybee Arts Association 
4. Cassidi Kendrick - Main Street Program Update/ Holiday Events 

 
Citizens to be Heard:  Please limit comments to 3 minutes.  Maximum allowable times of 5 
minutes. 

5. Gerald Schantz 
 
If there is anyone wishing to speak to anything on the agenda other than the Public Hearings, 
please come forward.  Please limit comments to no more than 5 minutes. 
 
Consideration of Approval of Consent Agenda 
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Public Hearings 
6. Text Amendment:  Land Development Code Sec 4-050(A) R-1, Section 1;  Section II, 

Sec 4-050(B) R-1-B;  Section III:  Selection 5-020(A); Section IV, 5-040(B); and Section 
V (Z-1) 

7. Text Amendment:  Land Development: Article 4, Section I, 4-050(A)(B) and (C); Section 
II, Definitions; Sec III, Notice of and Abandonment of Nonconforming Use; Section IV, 
Allowances; Section V, Caps in Certain Zoning Districts; and Section VI, New Permits 
Prohibited Exception for Owner Occupied Locations (Z-2) 

8. Text Amendment, Land Development Code, Parking in Short Term Rental locations (Z-3) 
9. Planning Commission Recommendations 

 
Consideration of Local Requests & Applications – Funding, Special Events, Alcohol License 

10. Tybee Post Theater - One Day Special Event: Alcohol License Liquor, Beer and Wine 
The Grandview-Hotel Tybee 1401 Strand Ave 

11. Agenda Request: Alcohol License- Special Event: Beer and Wine Only-Tybee Festival 
Association/Tybee Pirate Fest 

 
Consideration of Ordinances, Resolutions 

12. Resolution 2022-07, Ameris Bank.  Basic housekeeping switching our credit card carrier 
from SunTrust to Ameris.  Ameris holds our checking and investment accounts. 

13. First Reading, 2022-10, STR Ordinance, to amend Sec 34-260, 34-261, 34-262, and 34-
265.  To add Sec 34-267, 34-268 and 34-270 

14. Second Reading, 2022-09, Regulation of Motorized Carts within the City of Tybee Island. 
Sec 66-8 

 
Council, Officials and City Attorney Considerations and Comments 

15. Bubba Hughes:  Public Service Commission Loaner Vehicle 
16. Bubba Hughes:  Info Hut - Extend Agreement through Pirates Fest 

 
Executive Session 
     Discuss litigation, personnel and real estate  
 
Possible vote on litigation, personnel and real estate discussed in executive session 
 
Adjournment 
Individuals with disabilities who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or 
participate in this meeting, or who have questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting or the facilities are 
required to contact Jan LeViner at 912.472.5080 promptly to allow the City to make reasonable accommodations 
for those persons.   
 
*PLEASE NOTE:  Citizens wishing to speak on items listed on the agenda, other than public hearings, 

should do so during the citizens to be heard section.  Citizens wishing to place items on the council 

meeting agenda must submit an agenda request form to the City Clerk’s office by Thursday at 5:00PM 
prior to the next scheduled meeting.  Agenda request forms are available outside the Clerk’s office at City 

Hall and at www.cityoftybee.org. 
 

 

 

THE VISION OF THE CITY OF TYBEE ISLAND 
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“is to make Tybee Island the premier beach community in which to live, work, and play.” 
 

 

 

THE MISSION OF THE CITY OF TYBEE ISLAND 

 
  

“is to provide a safe, secure and sustainable environment by delivering superior services through responsible 
planning, preservation of our natural and historic resources, and partnership with our community to ensure 
economic opportunity, a vibrant quality of life, and a thriving future.” 
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City Council Minutes, September 8, 2022 
 
Mayor pro tem Brown called the meeting to order at 6:30PM, September 8, 2022.  Those 
in attendance were Brian West, Monty Parks, Nancy DeVetter, Jay Burke and Spec Hosti.  
Also attending were Dr. Shawn Gillen, City Manager; Tracy O’Connell, City Attorney; Jake 
Saas, Ellis Painter; George Shaw, Director, Community Development; and Jan LeViner, 
Clerk of Council.  Bubba Hughes and Shirley Sessions were excused.  
 
Opening Ceremonies 

 Call to Order 

 Posting of the Colors and Pledge of Allegiance, American Legion Post 154 

 Invocation:  Sue Jackson, Trinity Methodist Church 
 

Mayor pro tem Brown added the following to the Consent Agenda: 

 Minutes:  City Council Meeting, August 25, 2022 

 Attachment to minutes 

 Warrick Group Consultants:  Approve the increase in funding for the coming year 

 Resolution, 2022-07, Salt Meadows and Savannah River Utilities Company 
 
Citizens to be Heard 
Helen Hester:  Approached Mayor and Council to speak to the proposed Golf Cart 
Ordinance.  Ms. Hester spoke in opposition to the amendment to the ordinance. 
Trina Brown:  Approached Mayor and Council to speak to the proposed Golf Cart 
Ordinance.  Ms. Brown express her concerns with the phase in and phase out of the carts.  
She asked Mayor and Council to research other communities as to their ordinances on the 
same topic.   
Brook Mackie:  Approached Mayor and council to speak to the proposed Golf Cart 
Ordinance.  Ms. Mackie expressed her concerns with the lighting from the previous 
business and how the new business will impact her property. 
 
Spec Hosti made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Brian West seconded.  
Vote was unanimous, 6-0 to approve. 
 
Public Hearings 
Site Plan: 601 US Hwy 80 – Cameron Weeks.  George Shaw approached Mayor 
and Council.  Mr. Shaw stated the petitioner has leased the old Freddie’s Garage and plans 
to have a golf cart rental business at that location.  There will be no physical changes to 
the exterior and the carts will be stored in the garage or on the property and will enter and 
exit on to 5th Street.  The Planning Commission recommended approval by a 4-2 vote and 
Staff recommends approval.  Mr. Parks stated the site plan has seven (7) parking spots 
and asked what they would be used for.  Mr. Shaw responded, customers, which is based 
on the square footage of the building.  Mr. Parks referred to the existing golf cart rental 
business where they were required to have a parking plan and asked why the petitioner is 
not required to do the same.  Mr. Shaw stated the carts are considered inventory and there 
is sufficient room to park the inventory, which will be 30 carts.  Mr. Parks then asked if 
there has been consideration of the traffic flow as everyone will be using 5th Street.  He 
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further asked if the residents were notified of the public hearing.  Mr. Shaw confirmed, as 
there is a sign on the property.  Mr. Parks is in disagreement with not having a site plan 
that shows the layout of golf carts and with not contacting the residents on 5th Street.   
Helen Hester, attorney, and Cameron Weeks, the petitioner, approached Mayor and 
Council.  Ms. Hester asked the Clerk to distribute an updated site plan, which shows the 
layout. Dr. West asked if they have considered the traffic on 5th Street, busy times and 
increased traffic. Mr. Weeks responded, traffic would be slightly increased but not that 
bad.  Dr. West then asked if there would be certain times of the week where it is 
anticipated there will be more activity than other times.  Mr. Weeks stated in the summer 
it will be busier but as far as times of the week, Friday, Saturday and Sunday will be busy 
due to check-in and checkout.  Ms. Hester referred to the site plan as presented which 
includes a map that complies with the current ordinance and the proposed ordinance.  
This shows all the crossing points on Highway 80 and parking for the golf carts.  These 
carts will be parked in the garage and in the back of the building.   On the third page of 
the packet, that was just distributed, addresses safety with the users of the golf carts.  
Mayor pro tem Brown asked Ms. Hester how they would enforce the safety of the carts to 
include crossing of Highway 80.  Mr. Parks confirmed with Mr. Weeks that maintenance 
would be done on the property, garage area.  Mr. Weeks confirmed.  Mr. Parks stated if 
maintenance was going to be done on site; the area could not be designated for parking.   
Mr. Weeks stated they do not have to do maintenance in the garage.  Mr. Parks then asked 
Mr. Weeks if he had submitted the additional information requested by the Planning 
Commission, which included a revised site plan.  Mr. Shaw responded, no Mr. Weeks did 
not.  Ms. DeVetter asked the type of vehicles they plan on using, gas or electric.  Mr. Weeks 
responded gas and there will be 30 to start with.  With the new carts, they will be quieter 
and good for the environment.  Ms. Hester expressed her concerns with the proposed 
ordinance before them tonight.  Mr. Weeks stated he is a resident of Tybee Island and 
plans to hire residents of the Island.  There was a brief discussion regarding electric vs. 
gas carts and as to the best vehicle for the environment.  Mr. Weeks chose gas carts, as 
they are more dependable than the electric.  Mr. Hosti confirmed and stated the gas carts 
have a smaller carbon footprint than the electric carts.  Mayor pro tem Brown asked Mr. 
Weeks if he knew the decibel readings on the gas carts.  Mr. Weeks did not have that 
information. Mr. Burke recommended a continuance based on zoning, number of carts 
on the property, and better notification of residents on 5th.  Mr. Parks agreed with 
continuing, as the issue is how Mayor and Council interpret the site plan to only require 
customer parking.  He agrees he has issues with how the residents on 5th Street were not 
notified of this public hearing.  Mr. Parks continued, the main concern is the petitioner 
has not complied with the Planning Commission recommendation for additional 
information.  Ms. Hester stated her client submitted a site plan on July 25, 2022 and 
shortly after, the proposed golf cart ordinance is before Mayor and Council, which greatly 
affects the petitioner to open his business.  She shared her concerns with continuance as 
if the proposed ordinance passes Mr. Weeks will not be able to conduct his business as he 
intends to as the timing is suspect.  Ms. O’Connell reminded Mayor and Council what is 
before them is the consideration of the Site Plan approval for Mr. Weeks and not the 
approval of the proposed golf cart ordinance.  Mr. Parks shared his concerns regarding 
the Site Plan that was submitted did not include parking for the golf carts and residents 
were not given sufficient notice of the public hearing as he has an obligation to the 
residents. Mr. Hosti asked if there was proper legal notification for the public hearing.  
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Dr. Gillen responded public notification is outlined in the ordinance and Mr. Shaw 
complied with notifying the adjacent property owners.  Trina Brown approached Mayor 
and Council.  Ms. Brown stated she does not object to the proposed use of the property 
only the lighting of the business. She is requesting the lighting be pointed down and not 
directed at or into the homes on 5th Street. She shared her concerns with the quantity of 
carts on the premises as well at traffic and directional flow. Mr. Weeks stated he would 
look at the lightning situation.  Brook Mackie approached Mayor and Council.  Ms. 
Mackie asked Mayor and Council to consider the lighting situation as she does not want 
lights in her back yard and how will the residents be protected from heavy lighting.  Mr. 
Shaw confirmed the petition would have to plant a buffer along adjourning fence line.  
Brian West made a motion to approve the Site Plan to include some type of directive for 
lighting that does not intrude on neighboring properties and signage that directs 
customers away from Highway 80. Spec Hosti seconded.  Those voting in favor were 
Brian West and Spec Hosti.  Those voting against were Monty Parks, Nancy DeVetter, 
Barry Brown and Jay Burke.  Motion failed 4-2.  Monty Parks made a motion to approve 
with the stipulations:  (1) all neighbors on 5th be notified of the proposed use; (2) 
Additional information as requested by the Planning Commission be submitted for review 
by Mr. Weeks, which includes a layout; and (3) to have a Special Meeting as soon as it can 
be legally noticed and scheduled.  Nancy DeVetter seconded.  Voting in favor were 
Monty Parks, Nancy DeVetter, Barry Brown and Jay Burke.  Those voting against were 
Brian West and Spec Hosti.  Motion approved 4-2. 
 
Special Review: 3 Ocean View Court – Daniel & Ann Iyer.  George Shaw 
approached Mayor and Council.  Mr. Shaw stated the petitioner is requesting a retaining 
wall in the back of their property as they are against the dunes on Ocean View Court.  The 
wall would be 10’ seaward of the DNR jurisdiction line and is based on DNR giving 
approval.  Staff recommended approval, as did the Planning Commission, unanimously.  
Mr. Hosti confirmed the petitioner needs approval from the City prior to going to DNR.  
Mr. Shaw confirmed.  Mayor pro tem Brown asked if the sand is at the house.  Mr. Shaw 
responded, no it is under the house.  Dr. West asked if the site plan address storm water 
run-off.  Mr. Shaw stated the petitioner has a storm drain on their property that flows into 
the City system.  Elizabeth Perry approached Mayor and Council.  Ms. Perry expressed 
her concerns as the area has turned into a flood zone due to the run-off.  She has not seen 
a storm water remediation by the City to include a plan. Dr. Gillen confirmed the City 
does have a Storm Water Infrastructure Plan, which will be implemented over the next 
several decades.  Mr. Parks confirmed the drainage issue(s) are not what is before Mayor 
and Council tonight.  Mr. Shaw confirmed.  Daniel Iyer approached Mayor and Council.  
Mr. Iyer stated he is seeking approval from DNR to address the drainage issue.  Ann Iyer 
approached Mayor and Council.  Ms. Iyer stated she spoke with DNR and confirmed there 
will be a drainage plan submitted.  Monty Parks made a motion to approve.  Spec Hosti 
seconded.  Vote was unanimous to approve, 6-0. 
 
Tree Appeal: 30 Meddin Drive – Tybee Island Historical Society.  George 
Shaw approached Mayor and Council.  Mr. Shaw stated the Historical Society planted 
trees 34 years ago and they were planted too close together.  They are now requesting the 
removal of 14 trees that are not healthy.  The ordinance does not address the removal of 
trees such as this request.  He continued, the Planning Commission recommended 
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approval unanimously.  Mr. Parks asked Mr. Shaw if he had recommended language to 
include in the ordinance to protect other trees.  Mr. Shaw confirmed and stated the 
wording should include inspection by a profession certified arborist or the City’s arborist, 
they could do a judgement so it would not have to come before Mayor and Council.  The 
City arborist recommended approval for the removal of the trees.  Sarah Jones 
approached Mayor and Council.  Ms. Jones stated she submitted pictures of the trees two 
months apart and there is visible health issues with these trees.  Monty Parks made a 
motion to approve.  Nancy DeVetter seconded.  Vote was unanimous to approve.  
Motion to approve was unanimous, 6-0. 
 
Consideration of Ordinances, Resolutions 
First Reading:  09-2022 Regulation of Motorized Carts.  Mr. Hosti asked Ms. 
O’Connell if there was not a blank spot on the ordinance for a number.  Ms. O’Connell 
confirmed in the final section.  Mayor and Council can decide if they want to add a cap or 
not.  If so, a number would be designated.  Dr. West stated he was prepared to be in favor 
of the ordinance with the exception of the limitation of carts, but tonight he learned about 
quiet gas golf carts.  He would like additional information prior to making a decision.  Mr. 
Parks stated he is not qualified to put a cap on the business inventory.  He is 
recommending a section be added where the City require a site plan for any commercial 
golf cart rental to include the location of the where the carts would be parked.  This would 
include the number of carts/capacity.  Ms. DeVetter stated she does not feel a cap is 
necessary if a site plan is submitted showing where everything is going to be. Mr. Parks 
stated the environmental impact is second to noise as the number one complaint he 
receives is regarding noise.  Dr. Gillen stated he will do a decibel reading on the carts and 
send to Mayor and Council.  She would also like to see research on all types of golf carts.  
Mayor pro tem Brown stated the newer carts are fuel injected and quieter than the older 
models.  Ms. DeVetter asked if anyone in the City that might have information, regarding 
gas carts vs. electric golf carts to please reach out to Mayor and Council, as she does not 
feel she has sufficient information to move forward. Mr. Burke expressed his concerns 
with the pick-up and drop-off of the carts as well as the off-site companies that are 
bringing carts to the Island.  Mr. Parks recommended in near future Mayor and Council 
address the rental of golf carts from off Island vendors.  Ms. O’Connell confirmed.  Monty 
Parks made a motion to approve one first reading to include deleting the reference to 
capping the number of carts; (2) a requirement that Site Plan to be included showing 
maximum amount of golf carts that can be stored on the property; and (3) standards 
regarding noise and pollution by gas carts be included.  Nancy DeVetter seconded. 
Discussion:  Mr. Hosti recommended tabling the first reading, as there are numerous 
changes in the proposed ordinance.  Mr. Parks confirmed.   Ms. DeVetter stated she would 
support a first reading with the request staff research whether or not there are gas golf 
carts that address the mains concerns the residents have.  Golf carts under the Standard, 
would be compliant and have a low decibel level and low pollution level as well.  Those 
voting in favor were Brian West, Monty Parks, Nancy DeVetter, Barry Brown and Jay 
Burke.  Voting against was Spec Hosti.  Motion approved 5-1. 
  
Council, Officials and City Attorney Considerations and Comments 
Brian West approached Mayor and Council.  Dr. West stated there has been much 
discussion regarding a Tybee Island Ballot Referendum on STR's. This would allow 

- Page 8 -Item #2.



4857-1242-4242.1 

the residents to vote on whether there should be a cap on the limit of STR’s. The 
referendum would need to be approved by State legislators.  Ms. O’Connell confirmed.  
Dr. West recommended all the new ordinances on STR’s be placed on hold until the City 
can have the referendum.  He also recommended Mayor and Council let the moratorium 
expire.  Mr. Hosti confirmed it would be a non-binding referendum.  Mr. Parks asked for 
the language.  Ms. O’Connell stated the local legislators would present a Bill for 
consideration of both Houses in Atlanta.  Dr. West shared his concerns with the 
divisiveness of the residents regarding STR’s.  He feels this is the only way to resolve the 
divisiveness.  Ms. DeVetter stated the residents would like Mayor and Council to regulate 
STR’s from her experience.  Mr. Parks and Mayor pro tem Brown stated they would not 
support a referendum.  As there will not be a unanimous vote, no action taken. 
 
Monty Parks made a motion to adjourn to Executive Session to discuss Real Estate.  
Brian West seconded.  Vote was unanimous to approve, 6-0. 
 
Spec Hosti made a motion to return to regular session.  Monty Parks seconded.  Vote 
was unanimous to approve, 6-0. 
 
Brian West made a motion to adjourn.  Monty Parks seconded.  Vote was unanimous 
to approve, 6-0. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:45PM 
 
 
 
_________________________ 
Janet LeViner, MMC 
Clerk of Council 
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File Attachments for Item:

6. Text Amendment:  Land Development Code Sec 4-050(A) R-1, Section 1;  Section II, Sec 4-

050(B) R-1-B;  Section III:  Selection 5-020(A); Section IV, 5-040(B); and Section V (Z-1)
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        Original Z-1 in WORD 

                                   Revised 8-15-2022 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2022-_____ 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES RELATING TO 

SPECIAL REVIEW TO CHANGE THE PROVISIONS THEREOF AND TO 

SPECIFICALLY ADDRESS SPECIAL REVIEW REQUIREMENTS AT 

INITIAL APPLICATION FOR THE OPERATION OF A SHORT-TERM 

RENTAL IN ANY OWNER OCCUPIED LOCATION AND FOR CONTINUING 

SPECIAL REVIEW OF OWNER OCCUPIED SHORT-TERM RENTAL 

LOCATIONS; TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND TO REPEAL 

CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.   

 

WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority for the City of Tybee Island, 

Georgia, is authorized under Article 9, Section 2, Paragraph 3 of the Constitution of 

the State of Georgia to adopt reasonable ordinances to protect and improve the public 

health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Tybee Island, Georgia, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority for the City of Tybee Island, 

Georgia, is the Mayor and Council thereof; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the governing authority desires to adopt ordinances under its 

police and home rule powers; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Tybee Island continues to address issues regarding 

the existence of Short-Term Rentals and issues relating thereto; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City seeks to impose a special review requirement for alleged 

owner occupied Short-Term Rentals in residential zones (R-1; R-1-B; and R-2) so 

as to permit owner occupied STRs upon special review under certain circumstances; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, in order to accomplish implementation of proposed changes, 

amendments to the Land Development Code are necessary and appropriate; 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, it is hereby ordained that the code of ordinances will be 

amended so as to provide as follows: 
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SECTION I 

 

 To amend Section 4-050(A)R-1 residential district is amended so as to add to 

Subsection 2 thereof on uses permitted after special review so as to provide a new 

subsection to be: 

 

 j. Owner Occupied Short-Term Rental Locations.   

 

By inclusion in R-1 by special review such use would be permissible 

by special review in R-2. 
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SECTION II 

 

 To amended Section 4-050(B)R-1-B so as to add a paragraph that provides:   

 

 Upon special review, owner occupied Short-Term Rentals may be 

permissible. 
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SECTION III 

 

 For purposes of special review in connection with owner occupied locations 

for Short-Term Rental Locations Section 5-020(A) is amended so as to add the 

following sentence thereto: 

 

 Compliance with all criteria specified for owner occupied Short-Term Rental 

locations and the standards contained in Sections 5-040(A) and (B) and 5-070 must 

be met. 
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SECTION IV 

  

For purposes of special review for owner occupied Short-Term locations, 

Section 5-040(B) is amended so as to add new subsections to provide: 

  

5.  In the case of an owner occupied Short-Term Rental, the application shall 

identify all evidence to demonstrate that the owner resides on the premises in a 

fulltime manner and will reside on the premises for the location at all times when a 

short-term rental is conducted.  Evidence may include homestead exemption for the 

location, utility bills, affidavits of the applicant and/or neighbors of abutting or 

adjoining property or other locations indicating fulltime occupancy by the owner.   

 

 6.  The application shall identify those areas within which the premises will 

be occupied by the owner, the owner’s family and the short-term rentals on a plan 

submitted by the owner as well as details concerning the number of occupants 

planned, the nature of the occupants planned, such as, families only, or other owner 

required restrictions, or the absence of such restrictions, whether the owner is 

personally or through an agent conducting the STR operation, including marketing 

thereof, or whether any marketplace innkeeper or local agency is involved and 

identify such entity or individual. 

 

 7.  Approvals of owner occupied STR locations shall be for a three (3) year 

term and, before any renewal of a permit at the end of such term shall be granted or 

authorized, an additional public hearing must be conducted.  There is no presumption 

of entitlement to renewal, and no right to continue rentals on a short-term basis.  The 

public hearings required will be on a staggered basis under a policy to be set by the 

Mayor and Council.  Noncompliance with any condition imposed by the Mayor and 

Council pursuant to Section 5-070 will be a consideration of the Mayor and Council 

as will changes in the nature of neighboring properties that make the character of the 

operation inconsistent with the criteria established above, Section 5-070(A).  The 

failure of the owner to occupy the premises as stated in the applications; a change in 

ownership of the location; death of the owner; any absence of the owner except for 

emergencies during a short term rental; violations of the disorderly house ordinance; 

or violations of any other ordinances at the location, may be grounds for denial of a 

renewal application or a revocation of an existing permit regardless of any remaining 

time in the term previously authorized. 
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SECTION V 

 

Owner, in the context of a short-term rental, means the record owner of the 

property or any person or entity that leases from the record owner of the property, 

who engages in the business of furnishing for lease or for rent, either directly or 

through a third-party entity, a short-term rental unit and who must be licensed both 

as a business and under the Code of Ordinances.  

Owner Occupied, as used herein shall mean a location where the following 

criteria are met:  the title owner to the property permanently lives and resides solely 

at the location, maintains no other location for residency purposes and occupies the 

location at all times where and when short term rental activity is conducted, and the 

resident owner maintains a homestead exemption for the location. 

 

OR 

 

Owner Occupied, for the purpose of this ordinance, means real property which 

contains one or more dwelling unit (s) where the dwelling must be occupied by the 

property owner and constitutes his/her primary or usual place or residence.  A 

dwelling unit must share the Property Identification Number assigned by the 

Chatham County Board of Assessors.  Proof of owner-occupancy requires proof of 

a valid homestead exemption submitted with the application for a short-term 

vacation rental permit.  In lieu of homestead exemption, a sworn affidavit and 

supporting documentation establishing proof of residency must be submitted by the 

applicant stating that the primary dwelling unit is the legal residence and domicile 

of the resident.  Proof of residency is required in the form of two of the following:  

1) A valid Georgia driver’s license or Georgia identification card;  2) Registration 

for vehicles owned by and registered in the name of the applicant;  3) Voter 

Registration Card;  4) Previous years w-2 form or internal revenue service tax return, 

redacted as appropriate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
572.582 Original Z-1 Owner Occupied in Word Revised 8-15-22 

572.582 Original Z-1 Owner Occupied  in Word Revised 8-11-22 

572.582 Ordinance – STVR No. 5 – Special Review – With Owner Definition 5/19/2022 – By Section 
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File Attachments for Item:

7. Text Amendment:  Land Development: Article 4, Section I, 4-050(A)(B) and (C); Section II, 

Definitions; Sec III, Notice of and Abandonment of Nonconforming Use; Section IV, Allowances;

Section V, Caps in Certain Zoning Districts; and Section VI, New Permits Prohibited Exception 

for Owner Occupied Locations (Z-2)

- Page 17 -Item #7.









SECTION 2 �± DEFINITIONS 

 

The following words and phrases, as used in this article, shall have the following meanings:  

Authorized agent means the owner's agent or the owner's designee who is normally available 

and authorized to respond to any issues arising from a short-term rental unit within two hours and 

who is authorized to receive written notice on behalf of the owner.  

Cap means the maximum number of properties that may be licensed for Short-Term rental 

use in a given zoning district which may be later defined or established with a restricted zoning 

designation.  The cap may be calculated as a percentage of the total number of developed dwelling 

units and developable lots within a zoning district or, alternately, as a flat number, not a percentage.  

Once a zoning district has met its cap, a waiting list or other means of determining eligibility for a 

permit may be established for properties which seek to obtain a short-term vacation rental permit. 

Nonconforming use means the use of any land, building, or structure which does not conform 

with currently applicable use regulations, but which complied with use regulations in effect at the 

time the use was established.  

Short-term rental (STR) property means an accommodation, rented or leased for less than 30 

consecutive days, used in a manner consistent with the residential character of the dwelling. There 

shall only be one short-term rental permit per parcel.  In the event a cap is ever imposed in a R-1, 

R-1-B, or R-2 district, such cap shall not apply to owner occupied locations. 

Sublet rentals is a property which is leased from its owner on a long-term basis (30 days or 

longer) but then made available by the lessee for short term rental or occupancy to a different party 

and shall be considered a short-term vacation rental and both lessor and lessee are subject to 

ordinances regulating short term vacation rentals. 
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Z-3 
          Revised 8-15-2022 

 
 

 
To add a section to the Zoning Code, addressing parking at Short-Term Rental 
locations as follows: 

 
In Short-Term Rental locations in areas zoned R-1, R-2, or R-1-B, authorized 

�W�R���R�S�H�U�D�W�H���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���&�L�W�\���V�K�D�O�O���V�X�E�P�L�W���D���³�S�D�U�N�L�Q�J���S�O�D�Q�´���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I��
authorized and required parking places for the Short-Term Rental location.  The 
places designated shall be marked on a plat, or current survey and all required 
parking places shall be out of the right of way and on the premises of the STR 
location.  However, vehicles may not be parked on the lawns or unpermitted areas 
depicted on the survey or plat.  There shall be one parking place for each identified 
bedroom on the application or other submittal to the City for the Short-Term Rental 
operation plus one additional parking place.   The restriction imposed by this section 
shall only apply to parking of a location from 11:00 p.m. until 7:00 a.m. daily. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZONING 
 

572.582 Z-3 Revised Zoning 8-15-2022 �± Parking Plus One 
572.582 Z-3 Revised Zoning 8-3-2022 �± Parking Plus One 
572.582 Z-3 Revised Zoning 7-1-2022 
572.582 Ordinance �± Z-3 6/27/2022 
572.582 Ordinance �± STVR-1  5/31/2022 
572.582 Ordinance �± STVR �± Additional Controls 5/23/2022 
572.582 Ordinance �± STVR �± Additional Controls 5/19/2022 
572.582 Ordinance �± STVR �± Additional Controls 5/16/202 
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10. Tybee Post Theater - One Day Special Event: Alcohol License Liquor, Beer and Wine
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11. Agenda Request: Alcohol License- Special Event: Beer and Wine Only-Tybee Festival 
Association/Tybee Pirate Fest
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CITY CLERK  
Janet LeViner 

 
CITY ATTORNEY  
Edward M. Hughes 

 

 

P.O. Box 2749 �± 403 Butler Avenue, Tybee Island, Georgia 31328-2749 
(866) 786-4573 �± FAX (866) 786-5737 

www.cityoftybee.org 

 
RESOLUTION  2022 -07  

 
A RESOLUTION FOR BANKING SERVICES  

 
WHEREAS, the City of Tybee Island operates as a municipality under Georgia law 
including a Charter; and 
 
WHEREAS, there is a need for the City to retain banking services with an institution that 
can offer the highest quality of services at the lowest cost; and  
 
WHEREAS, Ameris Bank can provides the City with those services needed;  
 
NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved the City authorizes Ameris Bank to open a 
Commercial Credit Card Account with a monthly spend limit of $150,000.00.  The 
authorized signers will be Jen Amerell, Finance Director; Melissa Freeman, Finance 
Manager; and Janet LeViner, Clerk of Council.   
  
BE IT SOL RESOLVED, by Mayor and Council on this 22nd day of September 2022. 
 
 
 
         ___________________ 
         Shirley Sessions 
         Mayor, City of Tybee 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
BY:__________________ 
Clerk of Council 
 
 
(SEAL) 
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Sec. 34-260. Purpose and intent. 

(a) The purpose of this article is to establish regulations for the use of residential dwelling units as short-term 
vacation rentals and to ensure the collection and payment of hotel/motel fees and occupation tax certificate 
fees.  

(b) "Short-term vacation rental" means an accommodation for transient guests where, in exchange for 
compensation, a residential dwelling unit is provided for lodging for a period of time less than 30 consecutive 
days. Such use may or may not include an on-site manager. For the purposes of this definition, a residential 
dwelling shall include all housing types. This is also identified as "STVR". This shall exclude bed and breakfast 
accommodations as they are currently defined by the City of Tybee's land development code. However, bed 
and breakfast establishments are required to have occupational tax certificates, and to pay taxes and fees as 
required by law or ordinance.  

(c) An owner shall be required to designate an agent for any short-term vacation rental unit, whose 
responsibility it will be to comply with the requirements of this section on behalf of the owner. The owner 
may be the agent.  

(d) "Short-term vacation rental agent" is a local contact person designated by the owner who shall be available 
at all times to respond to complaints regarding the condition, operation, or conduct of occupants of the 
STVR. Such person is customarily present at a location within the city for purposes of transacting business, 
and is responsible for taking remedial action to resolve issues within one hour.  

(e) The owner or agent shall not be relieved of any personal responsibility or personal liability for 
noncompliance with any applicable law, rule or regulation pertaining to the use and occupancy of the 
residential dwellings unit as a short-term vacation rental unit.  

(Ord. No. 2016-07B , 5-26-2016; Ord. No. 2021-01 , 1-28-2021) 

Sec. 34-261. Application. 

(a) Within 90 days of the effective date of the ordinance from which this article is derived, no person shall rent, 
lease or otherwise exchange for compensation all or any portion of a dwelling unit as a short-term vacation 
rental, as defined in section 34-260, without the owner or rental agent first obtaining an occupation tax 
certificate and identifying the location of each STVR with the city.  

(b) The city must be notified in writing within seven days when there is a change in property ownership, 
management, agent or emergency contact. Failure to do so will void any permitted use as an STVR.  

(c) The application shall be furnished on a form specified by the city manager, accompanied by a non-refundable 
occupational tax and regulatory fee. Such application should include:  

(1) The complete street address and property identification number (PIN) of the STVR;  

(2) Ownership, including the name, address, e-mail and telephone number of each person or entity with 
an ownership interest in the property;  

(3) The number of bedrooms, the maximum occupancy and the number and location of off-street parking 
spaces on the premises and any off-premises parking applicable;  

Occupancy of any short-term vacation rental property or unit shall be established in connection with 
the application for every short-term vacation rental permit with the occupancy for overnight usage 
limited to two adults per bedroom plus two additional adults for the dwelling identified as existing on 
the property. Any person over the age of 15 years old will be considered an adult for purposes of this 
section. Occupancies beyond the established limits in the permit shall be a violation of this section;  
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(4) The name, address and telephone number of a short-term vacation rental agent or local emergency 
contact if applicable; and  

(5) Any other information that this chapter requires the owner to provide to the city, such as zoning 
designation, as part of the identification for a short-term vacation rental. The city manager or his or her 
designee shall have the authority to obtain additional information from the applicant as necessary to 
achieve the objectives of this chapter.  

(6) The emergency contact number required.  

(7) Proof of liability insurance shall be required along with evidence that insurance company knows the 
property is being used as an STVR.�d�Z�����‰�Œ�}�‰���Œ�š�Ç���•�Z���o�o�����������}�À���Œ���������Ç�������Z�}�u���}�Á�v���Œ�[�•���}�Œ���}�š�Z���Œ���•�š�Œ�µ���š�µ�Œ���o��
coverage as well as liability coverage and the insurance declaration shall list the unit as he rental 
property.  

(d) The certification form pursuant to this section shall be processed, and added to a database to be kept by 
staff �}�Œ���š�Z�����u���v���P���Œ�[�•�������•�]�P�v������listing STVR unit information and any citations that occur. The city shall 
notify the owner and agent of any instances that result in a citation for a code violation or other legal 
infraction.  

(e) Owner or rental agent for a short-term vacation rental shall submit, on an annual basis, an occupational tax 
certificate to the City of Tybee Island.  

(f) ���o�o���]�v�(�}�Œ�u���š�]�}�v���•�µ�‰�‰�o�]���������Ç���š�Z�������‰�‰�o�]�����v�š���š�}���š�Z�������]�š�Ç���}�Œ���š�Z�����u���v���P���Œ�[�•�������•�]�Pnee shall be subject to audit as 
hereinafter provided. 

(Ord. No. 2016-07B , 5-26-2016; Ord. No. 09-2019 , § 1, 5-9-2019; Ord. No. 2021-01 , 1-28-2021; Ord. No. 2021-29 , 
§ I, 11-10-2021) 

Sec. 34-262. Regulatory fee/renewal. 

(a) The short-term vacation rental application shall be accompanied by an initial regulatory fee and be subject to 
an annual fee every January 1 thereafter, as established by the mayor and city council.  

An application, initial or renewal, is valid when completed and filed along with payment of the application 
regulatory fee set forth below. The fee shall be due January 1 of each year for short-term rental purposes and, if 
not paid within 90 days thereof, shall be subject to the delinquency and penalty provisions of section 58-163, as 
applicable, to occupation tax/business license provisions as well as the revocation of any right to use the unit for 
short-term rental purposes until payment of the penalties and fee. In addition to the regulatory fee license as 
specified herein, the applicant shall also pay the required occupation tax each year.  

(b) Each property or unit shall be issued a unique property identification number, which is not the same as the 
�^�W�/�E�_�����•�•�]�P�v���������Ç���š�Z������ounty for a parcel of land.  

(c) Failure to apply and/or identify as prescribed by this law will result in a fine of $500.00 for each month that 
the unit continues to operate without compliance.  

(d) The annual identification of a unit and the regulatory fee are not transferrable. In the event ownership of a 
unit changes, and even if there is no change in the management company managing the unit, the fee upon 
ownership change shall be $100.00, if the change occurs prior to July 1 of the year $50.00 if after July 1 of the 
year.  

(e) In the event a property owner changes the management company it uses changes, the unit is to be re-
identified by notice to the city and the regulatory fee will be $50.00, if the management company change is 
after July 1; otherwise, the fee is $100.00.  
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(f) Each applicant will pay a regulatory fee that is determined based upon the occupancy of the property to 
which the short-term rental application applies. Every applicant will pay a $200.00 base fee. In addition to 
the base fee, each applicant will be responsible for an additional occupancy fee based upon the rental unit's 
occupancy. As part of the application, the applicant shall disclose the total occupancy for the rental unit. A 
fee will be charged for each person under the tiers below:  

Total occupancy of one to five persons�v $10.00 per person.  

Total occupancy of six to ten persons�v $15.00 per person.  

Total occupancy of ten or more persons�v $20.00 per person.  

(Ord. No. 16-2017-B , § 1, 12-19-2017; Ord. No. 09-2019 , § 2, 5-9-2019; Ord. No. 2019-15 , § 1, 11-11-2019; Ord. 
No. 2021-01 , 1-28-2021; Ord. No. 23-2021 , § I, 9-9-2021) 

Editor's note(s)�v Ord. No. 16-2017-B , § 1, adopted Dec. 19, 2017, amended § 34-262 in its entirety to read as 
herein set out. Former § 34-262 pertained to registration fee/renewal, and derived from Ord. No. 2016-07B , 
adopted May 26, 2016; and Ord. No. 06-2017-A , § 1, adopted Mar. 9, 2017.  

Sec. 34-263. Good neighbor policy. 

The city shall make available on its website a list of STVR good neighbor policies which STVR agents must 
share with their clients, owners, and guests.  

(Ord. No. 2016-07B , 5-26-2016; Ord. No. 2021-01 , 1-28-2021) 

Sec. 34-264. Signs. 

All one- and two-family STVR units shall post a sign that shall be visible and legible from the address side of 
the street listing emergency contact name and phone number. The emergency contact name and number shall be 
the STVR agent as required by section 34-260(d) unless otherwise specified and approved by the city staff and any 
rental agency involved. Such sign shall not be less than 18 inches by 24 inches and shall not exceed 24 inches by 24 
inches. The purpose of the required sign is to enable officers and third parties to identify appropriate contacts for 
issues with the property and/or the occupants and, therefore the sign shall be located in such a location that it 
faces the street which is listed as the real property address or otherwise located at such location as approved by 
staff consistent with that purpose. The view of the sign shall not be obstructed by fencing, cars, vegetation, etc.  

Multi-family units shall post a sign which shall be visible and legible from a publicly accessible area outside 
the unit listing the required emergency contact name and phone number. Signs for multi-family units shall be eight 
and one-half inches by 11 inches. All such signs shall be located no further than four feet from the outer most edge 
of the front entry door or otherwise located at such location as approved by city staff consistent with that purpose. 
Multi-family units may have one additional sign on the exterior of the property which complies with the standards 
of the one and two family STVR unit for the purposes of advertising, branding and way finding.  

To the extent that the requirements herein are inconsistent with the sign ordinance the provisions hereof 
shall control in the case of short term vacation rental properties and shall supersede any inconsistent provisions of 
homeowner association agreements or policies or condominium association agreements or policies pertaining to 
signage.  

(Ord. No. 2016-07B , 5-26-2016; Ord. No. 16-2017-B , § 1, 12-19-2017; Ord. No. 2019-15 , § 1, 11-11-2019; Ord. No. 
2020-02 , § 1, 2-27-2020; Ord. No. 2021-01 , 1-28-2021) 
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Sec. 34-265. Unique location identification number required. 

Each short-term vacation rental property or unit is to have a unique location identification number, as 
referenced in 34-262(b). Any advertising, promotion or notice of availability of a property or unit for a short-term 
vacation rental occupancy shall include the location identification number or numbers for every available property 
or unit which is the subject matter of the advertisement, promotion or notice. The phrase "advertisement, 
promotion or notice" as used herein shall include, but not be limited to, brochures, marketing material and any 
online, digital, social media or published promotion of any such property or unit. The failure to include such 
number as required herein shall be a violation hereof and punishable as otherwise provided in this code.  

(Ord. No. 2019-15 , § 1, 11-11-2019; Ord. No. 2021-01 , 1-28-2021) 

 
Sec. 34-266. Compliance. 
 

(a) It shall be the responsibility of the owner or agent to pay all required taxes required by chapter 58, 
article IV, room excise tax. 

 
(Ord. No. 2016-07B, 5-26-2016) 
 
 
Sec. 34-267. �± Homestead Exemption/Estate Planning. 

For a property location that has been continuously in individual or joint ownership by natural 
person(s) for a period of at least five (5) years and which has been homesteaded for purposes of 
any of the City ordinances, (Tybee Code Section 58-30 and/or 58-33) such owner, may elect, upon 
proper application and permitting, to operate as a STR and to include the property as an authorized 
STR for a period of up to three (3) years.  Further, an estate of a deceased owner who qualified as 
stated above with regarding to ownership and homestead have a one-time opportunity within one 
year of the death of the decedent to make the election provided for herein to secure an STR permit 
for a period of three (3) years. 

 

Sec. 34-268. �± Additional Compliance and Enforcement of Requirements. 

(a) In the event taxes, license fees, fines or other assessments relating to the operation or ownership 
of a STR property remain unpaid or if there is evidence of improper advertising of the STR property 
or improper conduct at the STR property violating any City ordinances, notice of these deficiencies 
�Z�L�O�O���E�H���V�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���6�7�5���R�Z�Q�H�U���R�U���W�K�H���R�Z�Q�H�U�¶�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�G���D�J�H�Q�W�������2�U�G�L�Q�D�Q�F�H�V���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�L�O�O���U�H�V�X�O�W���L�Q���D��
notice to the owner or �W�K�H���R�Z�Q�H�U�¶�V���D�J�H�Q�W���D�U�H�������Y�L�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���G�L�V�R�U�G�H�U�O�\���K�R�X�V�H���R�U�G�L�Q�D�Q�F�H������-33, 
et seq.; failure to comply with marketing restrictions as provided there in Subsection b. hereof; 
property maintenance 22-68; disorderly conduct 42-60; consumer fireworks 42-66; noise violations 
22-110, et seq.; waste disposal 22-166, et seq.; weeds and other growths 22-172; refuse collection 
22-191, et seq.; any requirements or provision of the short-term rental ordinance 34-260, et seq.  
�)�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���Q�R�W�L�F�H���W�R���W�K�H���R�Z�Q�H�U���R�U���R�Z�Q�H�U�¶�V���Gesignated agent of the deficiency and a failure to address 
such a deficiency within 30 days of receipt of the notice of deficiency, there may be a determination 
of abandonment of the permit for a STR use and such permit may terminate and not be renewed. 

(b) Any marketing or advertisement relating to the use of a Short-Term Rental location which markets 
occupancy beyond or in excess of the occupancy contained in the application for the Short-Term 
Rental permit, tax certificate or license, as required, shall be a violation of this ordinance.  This 
violation may result in the permit being revoked, suspended or addressed as found appropriate by 
the City Official and/or the Mayor and Council.  

- Page 87 -Item #13.



 

 

 
    Created: 2022 - 01- 14 09:57:24 [EST]  
(Supp. No. 27) 

 
Page 5 of 5 

(c) The refusal to participate in or cooperate with an audit as provided hereafter shall be a violation of 
this ordinance and any intentional misstatements or inaccuracies contained in the application 
including the insurance obligation shall be a violation of this ordinance subject to penalties as 
provided above. 

 

Sec. 34-270.  �± Right to Audit. 

�7�K�H���&�L�W�\���R�U���L�W�V���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�H�G���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�V�����³�&�L�W�\�´�����V�K�D�O�O���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W���W�R���D�X�G�L�W�����W�R���H�[�D�P�L�Q�H�����D�Q�G���W�R��
make copies  of or extracts from all financial and related records in whatever   form they may be 
kept whether written, electronic, or other, relating to or pertaining to city ordinances that are kept 
by or under the control the applicant including, but not limited to, those kept by the applicant, its 
employees, agents, assigns, successors, and contractors.  The applicant shall establish and 
maintain a reasonable accounting system.  The auditing program will be conducted under a policy 
to be established by the Mayor and Council and shall specifically cover all ordinance compliance 
requirements and obligations of the applicant, including, but not limited to, insurance requirements, 
zoning designation, parking site plan and occupancy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Secs. 34-26734-269, 34-271�v 34-299. Reserved. 

 

- Page 88 -Item #13.



 

 

 
    Created: 2022 - 01- 14 09:57:24 [EST]  
(Supp. No. 27) 

 
Page 1 of 5 

Sec. 34-260. Purpose and intent. 

(a) The purpose of this article is to establish regulations for the use of residential dwelling units as short-term  
rentals and to ensure the collection and payment of hotel/motel fees and occupation tax certificate fees.  

(b) "Short-term rental" means an accommodation for guests where, in exchange for compensation, a residential 
dwelling unit is provided for lodging for a period of time less than 30 consecutive days. Such use may or may 
not include an on-site manager. For the purposes of this definition, a residential dwelling shall include all 
housing types. This is also identified as "STR". This shall exclude bed and breakfast accommodations as they 
are currently defined by the City of Tybee's land development code. However, bed and breakfast 
establishments are required to have occupational tax certificates, and to pay taxes and fees as required by 
law or ordinance.  

(c) An owner shall be required to designate an agent for any short-term rental unit, whose responsibility it will 
be to comply with the requirements of this section on behalf of the owner. The owner may be the agent.  

(d) "Short-term rental agent" is a local contact person designated by the owner who shall be available at all 
times to respond to complaints regarding the condition, operation, or conduct of occupants of the STR. Such 
person is customarily present at a location within the city for purposes of transacting business, and is 
responsible for taking remedial action to resolve issues within one hour.  

(e) The owner or agent shall not be relieved of any personal responsibility or personal liability for 
noncompliance with any applicable law, rule or regulation pertaining to the use and occupancy of the 
residential dwellings unit as a short-term rental unit.  

(Ord. No. 2016-07B , 5-26-2016; Ord. No. 2021-01 , 1-28-2021) 

Sec. 34-261. Application. 

(a) Within 90 days of the effective date of the ordinance from which this article is derived, no person shall rent, 
lease or otherwise exchange for compensation all or any portion of a dwelling unit as a short-term rental, as 
defined in section 34-260, without the owner or rental agent first obtaining an occupation tax certificate and 
identifying the location of each STR with the city.  

(b) The city must be notified in writing within seven days when there is a change in property ownership, 
management, agent or emergency contact. Failure to do so will void any permitted use as an STR.  

(c) The application shall be furnished on a form specified by the city manager, accompanied by a non-refundable 
occupational tax and regulatory fee. Such application should include:  

(1) The complete street address and property identification number (PIN) of the STR;  

(2) Ownership, including the name, address, e-mail and telephone number of each person or entity with 
an ownership interest in the property;  

(3) The number of bedrooms, the maximum occupancy and the number and location of off-street parking 
spaces on the premises and any off-premises parking applicable;  

Occupancy of any short-term rental property or unit shall be established in connection with the 
application for every short-term rental permit with the occupancy for overnight usage limited to two 
adults per bedroom plus two additional adults for the dwelling identified as existing on the property. 
Any person over the age of 15 years old will be considered an adult for purposes of this section. 
Occupancies beyond the established limits in the permit shall be a violation of this section;  
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(4) The name, address and telephone number of a short-term rental agent or local emergency contact if 
applicable; and  

(5) Any other information that this chapter requires the owner to provide to the city, such as zoning 
designation, as part of the identification for a short-term rental. The city manager or his or her 
designee shall have the authority to obtain additional information from the applicant as necessary to 
achieve the objectives of this chapter.  

(6) The emergency contact number required.  

(7) �d�Z�����‰�Œ�}�‰���Œ�š�Ç���•�Z���o�o�����������}�À���Œ���������Ç�������Z�}�u���}�Á�v���Œ�[�•���}�Œ���}�š�Z���Œ���•�š�Œ�µ���š�µ�Œ���o�����}�À���Œ���P�������•���Á���o�o�����•���o�]�����]�o�]�š�Ç��
coverage and the insurance declaration shall list the unit as he rental property. 

(d) The certification form pursuant to this section shall be processed and added to a database to be kept by staff 
�}�Œ���š�Z�����u���v���P���Œ�[�•�������•�]�P�v������listing STR unit information and any citations that occur. The city shall notify the 
owner and agent of any instances that result in a citation for a code violation or other legal infraction.  

(e) Owner or rental agent for a short-term rental shall submit, on an annual basis, an occupational tax certificate 
to the City of Tybee Island.  

(f) ���o�o���]�v�(�}�Œ�u���š�]�}�v���•�µ�‰�‰�o�]���������Ç���š�Z�������‰�‰�o�]�����v�š���š�}���š�Z�������]�š�Ç���}�Œ���š�Z�����u���v���P���Œ�[�•�������•�]�Pnee shall be subject to audit as 
hereinafter provided. 

(Ord. No. 2016-07B , 5-26-2016; Ord. No. 09-2019 , § 1, 5-9-2019; Ord. No. 2021-01 , 1-28-2021; Ord. No. 2021-29 , 
§ I, 11-10-2021) 

Sec. 34-262. Regulatory fee/renewal. 

(a) The short-term  rental application shall be accompanied by an initial regulatory fee and be subject to an 
annual fee every January 1 thereafter, as established by the mayor and city council.  

An application, initial or renewal, is valid when completed and filed along with payment of the application 
regulatory fee set forth below. The fee shall be due January 1 of each year for short-term rental purposes 
and, if not paid within 90 days thereof, shall be subject to the delinquency and penalty provisions of section 
58-163, as applicable, to occupation tax/business license provisions as well as the revocation of any right to 
use the unit for short-term rental purposes until payment of the penalties and fee. In addition to the 
regulatory fee license as specified herein, the applicant shall also pay the required occupation tax each year.  

(b) Each property or unit shall be issued a unique property identification number, which is not the same as the 
�^�W�/�E�_�����•�•�]�P�v���������Ç���š�Z�������}�µ�v�š�Ç���(�}�Œ�������‰���Œ�����o���}�(���o���v��.  

(c) Failure to apply and/or identify as prescribed by this law will result in a fine of $500.00 for each month that 
the unit continues to operate without compliance.  

(d) The annual identification of a unit and the regulatory fee are not transferrable.  

(e) In the event a property owner changes the management company it uses, the unit is to be re-identified by 
notice to the city.  

(f) Each applicant will pay a regulatory fee that is determined based upon the occupancy of the property to 
which the short-term rental application applies. Every applicant will pay a $200.00 base fee. In addition to 
the base fee, each applicant will be responsible for an additional occupancy fee based upon the rental unit's 
occupancy. As part of the application, the applicant shall disclose the total occupancy for the rental unit. A 
fee will be charged for each person under the tiers below:  

Total occupancy of one to five persons�v $10.00 per person.  

Total occupancy of six to ten persons�v $15.00 per person.  
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Total occupancy of ten or more persons�v $20.00 per person.  

(Ord. No. 16-2017-B , § 1, 12-19-2017; Ord. No. 09-2019 , § 2, 5-9-2019; Ord. No. 2019-15 , § 1, 11-11-2019; Ord. 
No. 2021-01 , 1-28-2021; Ord. No. 23-2021 , § I, 9-9-2021) 

Editor's note(s)�v Ord. No. 16-2017-B , § 1, adopted Dec. 19, 2017, amended § 34-262 in its entirety to read as 
herein set out. Former § 34-262 pertained to registration fee/renewal, and derived from Ord. No. 2016-07B , 
adopted May 26, 2016; and Ord. No. 06-2017-A , § 1, adopted Mar. 9, 2017.  

Sec. 34-263. Good neighbor policy. 

The city shall make available on its website a list of STR good neighbor policies which STR agents must share 
with their clients, owners, and guests.  

(Ord. No. 2016-07B , 5-26-2016; Ord. No. 2021-01 , 1-28-2021) 

Sec. 34-264. Signs. 

All one- and two-family STR units shall post a sign that shall be visible and legible from the address side of the 
street listing emergency contact name and phone number. The emergency contact name and number shall be the 
STR agent as required by section 34-260(d) unless otherwise specified and approved by the city staff and any rental 
agency involved. Such sign shall not be less than 18 inches by 24 inches and shall not exceed 24 inches by 24 
inches. The purpose of the required sign is to enable officers and third parties to identify appropriate contacts for 
issues with the property and/or the occupants and, therefore the sign shall be located in such a location that it 
faces the street which is listed as the real property address or otherwise located at such location as approved by 
staff consistent with that purpose. The view of the sign shall not be obstructed by fencing, cars, vegetation, etc.  

Multi-family units shall post a sign which shall be visible and legible from a publicly accessible area outside 
the unit listing the required emergency contact name and phone number. Signs for multi-family units shall be eight 
and one-half inches by 11 inches. All such signs shall be located no further than four feet from the outer most edge 
of the front entry door or otherwise located at such location as approved by city staff consistent with that purpose. 
Multi-family units may have one additional sign on the exterior of the property which complies with the standards 
of the one and two family STR unit for the purposes of advertising, branding and way finding.  

To the extent that the requirements herein are inconsistent with the sign ordinance the provisions hereof 
shall control in the case of short term vacation rental properties and shall supersede any inconsistent provisions of 
homeowner association agreements or policies or condominium association agreements or policies pertaining to 
signage.  

(Ord. No. 2016-07B , 5-26-2016; Ord. No. 16-2017-B , § 1, 12-19-2017; Ord. No. 2019-15 , § 1, 11-11-2019; Ord. No. 
2020-02 , § 1, 2-27-2020; Ord. No. 2021-01 , 1-28-2021) 

Sec. 34-265. Unique location identification number required. 

Each short-term rental property or unit is to have a unique location identification number, as referenced in 
34-262(b). Any advertising, promotion or notice of availability of a property or unit for a short-term rental 
occupancy shall include the location identification number or numbers for every available property or unit which is 
the subject matter of the advertisement, promotion or notice. The phrase "advertisement, promotion or notice" as 
used herein shall include, but not be limited to, brochures, marketing material and any online, digital, social media 
or published promotion of any such property or unit. The failure to include such number as required herein shall 
be a violation hereof and punishable as otherwise provided in this code.  
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(Ord. No. 2019-15 , § 1, 11-11-2019; Ord. No. 2021-01 , 1-28-2021) 

 
Sec. 34-266. Compliance. 
 

(a) It shall be the responsibility of the owner or agent to pay all required taxes required by chapter 58, 
article IV, room excise tax. 

 
(Ord. No. 2016-07B, 5-26-2016) 
 
Sec. 34-267. �± Homestead Exemption/Estate Planning. 

For a property location that has been continuously in individual or joint ownership by natural 
person(s) for a period of at least five (5) years and which has been homesteaded for purposes of 
any of the City ordinances, (Tybee Code Section 58-30 and/or 58-33) such owner, may elect, upon 
proper application and permitting, to operate as a STR and to include the property as an authorized 
STR for a period of up to three (3) years.  Further, an estate of a deceased owner who qualified as 
stated above with regarding to ownership and homestead have a one-time opportunity within one 
year of the death of the decedent to make the election provided for herein to secure an STR permit 
for a period of three (3) years. 

 

Sec. 34-268. �± Additional Compliance and Enforcement of Requirements. 

(a) In the event taxes, license fees, fines or other assessments relating to the operation or ownership 
of a STR property remain unpaid or if there is evidence of improper advertising of the STR property 
or improper conduct at the STR property violating any City ordinances, notice of these deficiencies 
�Z�L�O�O���E�H���V�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���6�7�5���R�Z�Q�H�U���R�U���W�K�H���R�Z�Q�H�U�¶�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�G���D�J�H�Q�W�������2�U�G�L�Q�D�Q�F�H�V���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�L�O�O���U�H�V�X�O�W���L�Q���D��
�Q�R�W�L�F�H���W�R���W�K�H���R�Z�Q�H�U���R�U���W�K�H���R�Z�Q�H�U�¶�V���D�J�H�Q�W���D�U�H�������Y�L�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���G�L�V�R�Uderly house ordinance 22-33, 
et seq.; failure to comply with marketing restrictions as provided there in Subsection b. hereof; 
property maintenance 22-68; disorderly conduct 42-60; consumer fireworks 42-66; noise violations 
22-110, et seq.; waste disposal 22-166, et seq.; weeds and other growths 22-172; refuse collection 
22-191, et seq.; any requirements or provision of the short-term rental ordinance 34-260, et seq.  
�)�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���Q�R�W�L�F�H���W�R���W�K�H���R�Z�Q�H�U���R�U���R�Z�Q�H�U�¶�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�G���D�J�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���G�H�I�L�F�L�H�Q�F�\���D�Q�G���D���I�D�L�O�X�U�H��to address 
such a deficiency within 30 days of receipt of the notice of deficiency, there may be a determination 
of abandonment of the permit for a STR use and such permit may terminate and not be renewed. 

(b) Any marketing or advertisement relating to the use of a Short-Term Rental location which markets 
occupancy beyond or in excess of the occupancy contained in the application for the Short-Term 
Rental permit, tax certificate or license, as required, shall be a violation of this ordinance.  This 
violation may result in the permit being revoked, suspended or addressed as found appropriate by 
the City Official and/or the Mayor and Council.  

(c) The refusal to participate in or cooperate with an audit as provided hereafter shall be a violation of 
this ordinance and any intentional misstatements or inaccuracies contained in the application 
including the insurance obligation shall be a violation of this ordinance subject to penalties as 
provided above. 

Sec. 34-270.  �± Right to Audit. 

The City or its authorized represen�W�D�W�L�Y�H�V�����³�&�L�W�\�´�����V�K�D�O�O���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W���W�R���D�X�G�L�W�����W�R���H�[�D�P�L�Q�H�����D�Q�G���W�R��
make copies  of or extracts from all financial and related records in whatever   form they may be 
kept whether written, electronic, or other, relating to or pertaining to city ordinances that are kept 
by or under the control the applicant including, but not limited to, those kept by the applicant, its 
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employees, agents, assigns, successors, and contractors.  The applicant shall establish and 
maintain a reasonable accounting system.  The auditing program will be conducted under a policy 
to be established by the Mayor and Council and shall specifically cover all ordinance compliance 
requirements and obligations of the applicant, including, but not limited to, insurance requirements, 
zoning designation, parking site plan and occupancy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Secs. 34-269, 34-271�v 34-299. Reserved. 
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14. Second Reading, 2022-09, Regulation of Motorized Carts within the City of Tybee Island. 
Sec 66-8
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ORDINANCE NO. ______ 2022 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE CITY OF TYBEE 
ISLAND, GEORGIA, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE REGULATION OF MOTORIZED 

CARTS WITHIN THE CITY OF TYBEE ISLAND 
 
 WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority for the City of Tybee Island, Georgia, 

is authorized under Article 9, Section 2, Paragraph 3 of the Constitution of the State of Georgia 

to adopt reasonable ordinances to protect and improve the public health, safety, and welfare of 

the citizens of Tybee Island, Georgia, and 

 WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority for the City of Tybee Island, Georgia, 

is the Mayor and council thereof, and 

 WHEREAS, the governing authority desires to adopt ordinances pursuant to its police 

and home rule powers, and 

 WHEREAS, the governing authority desires to address roadway safety for motorists and 

pedestrians by limiting the amount of congestion; and 

WHEREAS, the governing authority wishes to promote a cleaner environment by 

limiting the amount of pollution; and 

WHEREAS, the governing authority recognizes that gas and diesel powered motorized 

carts generate loud and unpleasant noise and seeks to promote a pleasant experience for residents 

and visitors due to noise; and 

WHEREAS, the governing authority believes restrictions on the use of gas and diesel 

motorized carts will promote these goals and provide further protections for residents and 

visitors;  
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 NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby ordained by the governing authority of the City of 

Tybee Island that Section 66-8(b) be revoked and replaced so that it will hereafter read as 

follows:  

SECTION 1 

 The Code of Ordinances is hereby amended so that hereafter the section and subsections 

shall provide as follows: 

Sec. 66-8. �± Motorized cart use. 

(b) Motorized carts.   
 

(1) �³�0�R�W�R�U�L�]�H�G���&�D�U�W�V�´���V�K�D�O�O���E�H���D�V���G�H�I�L�Q�H�G���X�Q�G�H�U���2���&���*���$�����†������-1-1(43.4)(A), which provides 
that all such vehicles: 

a. Have no fewer than three wheels; 
b. Have an unladen weight of 1,300 pounds or less, and; 
c. Cannot operate at more than 20 miles per hour. 

 
(2) Registration. It shall be the duty of every owner of a motorized cart that is operated over 

the streets and those areas accessible by the public to register the motorized cart with the 
City within 48 hours of the motorized cart�¶�V arrival to the City whether by purchase, 
acquisition or transport. The registration shall be effective for 12 months from the date of 
issuance of the decal. Thereafter, an owner is required to renew the registration of the 
motorized cart every 12 months.  

 
When registering the motorized cart initially and for any subsequent annual renewal, the 
owner shall present the motorized cart to the police department for an inspection. Only 
those motorized carts which pass inspection will be issued a registration decal. 
 
As part of the initial registration process and subsequent annual renewals, the owner must 
provide proof of liability insurance covering the motorized cart in an amount equal to the 
minimum liability limits set by the state for automobiles. An owner must maintain 
liability insurance on the motorized cart at all times. If a motorized cart is operated on the 
streets and public areas of the City without the appropriate insurance, the owner is subject 
to citation. 
 
Numerical decals shall be issued upon registration; and a record of each motorized cart 
number ���³�7���1�X�P�E�H�U�´��, along with the name and address of every owner, shall be 
maintained by the police department. The initial registration fee for motorized carts used 
in the City shall be $15.00. Owners are responsible to renew their registration every year 
including having the motorized cart inspected and providing proof of insurance. 
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Any person who is found operating an unregistered motorized cart on the City streets and 
public areas will be subject to citation. 

 
(3) Highway 80 Crossing. No motorized cart shall operate on Highway 80 except motorized carts 
shall be permitted to cross Highway 80 at the following designated locations only: 

a. Highway 80/Butler Avenue at locations south of the Park of Seven Flags; 
b. At the traffic controlled intersection of 14th Street and Highway 80; 
c. At the traffic controlled intersection of Campbell Avenue and Highway 80; and 
d. At the traffic controlled intersection of Jones Avenue and Highway 80. 

 
(4) City Streets. All streets of the City shall be accessible for an appropriately registered and used 
motorized cart thereon except as to Highway 80 as stated above. 
 
(5) Operation regulations. 
 

a. All motorized carts must be equipped with headlights, tail lights, brake lights, a flashing 
or rotating yellow or amber light mounted on the top, seatbelts, turn signals and a horn, 
and the maximum speed capability of any motorized cart must not exceed 20 miles per 
hour; 

b. All motorized carts shall be shown by their owner to be compliant with emissions 
standards promulgated by the California Air Resources Board (CARB) in order to qualify 
for registration and renewal, provided that those motorized carts which are not CARB 
compliant that are registered with the city prior to enactment of this ordinance may 
continue to be operated as permitted by this ordinance until such time as the owner 
disposes of the motorized cart. 

c. No motorized cart which emits an average reading greater than 70 decibels on an 
�³�$�F�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�´���R�U���³�3�D�V�V-�%�\�´���W�H�V�W���D�V���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���&�L�W�\���R�I���7�\�E�H�H���,�V�O�D�Q�G���3�R�O�L�Fe 
Department shall be registered or renewed until such cart meets the requirements of this 
paragraph. 

d. All occupants of a motorized cart must wear seatbelts at all times. 
e. Children car and booster seats used in a motorized cart must be approved by the 

manufacturer for use with lap belts only, without the necessity of a shoulder strap. 
�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���F�D�U���D�Q�G���E�R�R�V�W�H�U���V�H�D�W�V���P�D�\���R�Q�O�\���E�H���X�V�H�G���L�Q��the front seat or another forward 
facing seat within a motorized cart. 

f. Motorized carts shall not be operated on the sidewalks or bike trails within the city. 
g. All operators shall abide by all traffic regulations applicable to motor vehicle traffic. 
h. Only licensed drivers are permitted to operate motorized carts and each owner is required 

to provide insurance for liability purposes in an amount not less than $25,000.00 per 
person, $50,000.00 per accident, and $15,000.00 in liability insurance. Proof of insurance 
shall be provided at the time of registration and be maintained in or on the vehicle. 

i. Motorized carts will only be operated by individuals who are at least 16 years of age and 
�S�R�V�V�H�V�V���D���Y�D�O�L�G���G�U�L�Y�H�U�¶�V���O�L�F�H�Q�V�H�� 

j. It shall be unlawful for a motorized cart to be operated on the streets of the city except as 
expressly authorized in this section and every person convicted of a violation shall be 
punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000.00 or imprisonment of not more than 12 
months, or both. 
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k. It shall be unlawful for any occupant of a motorized cart to throw or otherwise permit, 
bottles, cans, paper or rubbish, including cigarette butts, to be deposited in any public 
park, on the sidewalks, streets, beaches, lanes, highways or other public properties, or on 
private property of another, except into trash receptacles. Included would be the removal 
by wind or otherwise of such items from motorized cart due to having such items 
�X�Q�V�H�F�X�U�H�G���R�Q���V�X�F�K���Y�H�K�L�F�O�H�V�����³�5�X�E�E�L�V�K�´���D�V���X�V�H�G���K�H�U�H�L�Q���V�K�D�O�O���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���D�Q�\���P�D�W�W�H�U���W�Kat does 
not occur naturally in the area and specifically includes garbage, food items, peels, shells, 
etc., whether or not biodegradable.  

 
(6) Motorized cart rental regulations. Motorized cart dealers and distributors, as well as any 
other commercial establishment, may rent motorized carts to the public for use on the streets and 
those areas accessible by the public of the City, provided that such rental establishments comply 
with this section. Renters shall be provided a copy of this article and a map illustrating Highway 
�����¶�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�G���F�U�R�V�V�L�Q�J�V�����5�H�Q�W�H�U�V���V�K�D�O�O provide a signature as proof of their acknowledgement 
�D�Q�G���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�L�V���D�U�W�L�F�O�H�¶�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����,�W���V�K�D�O�O���E�H���W�K�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\ of each such 
establishment renting motorized carts �W�R���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���D���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���U�H�F�R�U�G���R�I���H�D�F�K���U�H�Q�W�H�U�¶�V���V�L�J�Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I��
�D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�L�V���D�U�W�L�F�O�H�¶�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� 
 

a. No businesses shall rent motorized carts which do not comply with section (5) of this 
code section to the public for use on the streets and those areas accessible by the public of 
the City, provided however that motorized carts currently owned by persons or 
businesses for the purpose of renting motorized carts to the public and which have been 
registered with the City prior to the date of this ordinance may continue to be used or 
rented to the public until such time as the current owner disposes of the motorized cart. 

b. Any business that begins renting motorized carts to the public after the date of this 
ordinance shall only rent motorized carts which comply with section (5) herein to the 
public for use on the streets and those areas accessible by the public of the City. 

c. The maximum number of motorized carts a business may offer for rent to the public shall 
be no more than number of motorized carts capable of being stored, maintained, or 
otherwise kept on the premises of that business as shown on the site plan approved by the 
City, provided, however, that all businesses which currently rent motorized carts to the 
public and which currently own and have registered motorized carts exceeding the 
limitations of this paragraph may continue to rent their motorized carts but shall not 
replace any motorized carts  that are sold or no longer operable so that their fleet of 
motorized carts available for rental meets the limitations of this paragraph. 

 
(7) Signs. The City shall post signs giving notice of the existence of operating standards along 
appropriate public streets. 
 
(8) Motorized carts must observe the parking regulations and ordinances applicable to motorized 
vehicles and all parking therefor shall be by payment of the appropriate charge for parking in 
authorized parking places and/or the display of a valid decal for parking. All unregistered 
motorized carts are subject to citation for the failure to pay and/or register timely for parking in 
authorized places an no unregistered motorized cart shall have a legitimate parking decal until 
the motorized cart is registered as required by this section. 
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(9) Penalties under this code section. In addition to any other penalties provided by law, anyone 
convicted of violating this section shall be fined not less than $100.00 for the first offense plus 
applicable court fees and not less than $200.00 for subsequent offenses plus applicable court fees 
for any subsequent offense occurring within a 12-month period of a preceding offense. 
 

SECTION 2 
 
 All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are expressly repealed. 

SECTION 3 

 It is the intention of the governing body, and it is hereby ordained, that the provisions of 

this ordinance shall become effective and be made a part of the Code of Ordinances, City of 

Tybee Island, Georgia, and the sections of this ordinance may be renumbered to accomplish such 

intention.  

SECTION 4 

 This ordinance shall be effective upon its adoption by the Mayor and Council pursuant to 

The Code of the City of Tybee Island, Georgia. 

 This Ordinance shall become effective on ______ day of _________________________, 

2022. 

 

 ADOPTED THIS _____ DAY OF ____________________________, 2022. 

 

       ____________________________________ 
       MAYOR 
 
ATTEST: 
 
___________________________________ 
CLERK OF COUNCIL 
 
 
 FIRST READING: ________ 
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X:\Clients\000572\000286\GOLF CART ORD (ALL CARTS) (8.3.22) 
(redline) REV TCO.docx 

 SECOND READING: _________ 
 
 ENACTED: __________ 
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ORDINANCE NO. ______ 2022 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE CITY OF TYBEE 
ISLAND, GEORGIA, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE REGULATION OF MOTORIZED 

CARTS WITHIN THE CITY OF TYBEE ISLAND 
 
 WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority for the City of Tybee Island, Georgia, 

is authorized under Article 9, Section 2, Paragraph 3 of the Constitution of the State of Georgia 

to adopt reasonable ordinances to protect and improve the public health, safety, and welfare of 

the citizens of Tybee Island, Georgia, and 

 WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority for the City of Tybee Island, Georgia, 

is the Mayor and council thereof, and 

 WHEREAS, the governing authority desires to adopt ordinances pursuant to its police 

and home rule powers, and 

 WHEREAS, the governing authority desires to address roadway safety for motorists and 

pedestrians by limiting the amount of congestion; and 

WHEREAS, the governing authority wishes to promote a cleaner environment by 

limiting the amount of pollution; and 

WHEREAS, the governing authority recognizes that gas and diesel powered motorized 

carts generate loud and unpleasant noise and seeks to promote a pleasant experience for residents 

and visitors due to noise; and 

WHEREAS, the governing authority believes restrictions on the use of gas and diesel 

motorized carts will promote these goals and provide further protections for residents and 

visitors;  
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 NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby ordained by the governing authority of the City of 

Tybee Island that Section 66-8(b) be revoked and replaced so that it will hereafter read as 

follows:  

SECTION 1 

 The Code of Ordinances is hereby amended so that hereafter the section and subsections 

shall provide as follows: 

Sec. 66-8. �± Motorized cart use. 

(b) Motorized carts.   
 

(1) �³�0�R�W�R�U�L�]�H�G���&�D�U�W�V�´���V�K�D�O�O���E�H���D�V���G�H�I�L�Q�H�G���X�Q�G�H�U���2���&���*���$�����†������-1-1(43.4)(A), which provides 
that all such vehicles: 

a. Have no fewer than three wheels; 
b. Have an unladen weight of 1,300 pounds or less, and; 
c. Cannot operate at more than 20 miles per hour. 

 
(2) Registration. It shall be the duty of every owner of a motorized cart that is operated over 

the streets and those areas accessible by the public to register the motorized cart with the 
City within 48 hours of the motorized cart�¶�V arrival to the City whether by purchase, 
acquisition or transport. The registration shall be effective for 12 months from the date of 
issuance of the decal. Thereafter, an owner is required to renew the registration of the 
motorized cart every 12 months.  

 
When registering the motorized cart initially and for any subsequent annual renewal, the 
owner shall present the motorized cart to the police department for an inspection. Only 
those motorized carts which pass inspection will be issued a registration decal. 
 
As part of the initial registration process and subsequent annual renewals, the owner must 
provide proof of liability insurance covering the motorized cart in an amount equal to the 
minimum liability limits set by the state for automobiles. An owner must maintain 
liability insurance on the motorized cart at all times. If a motorized cart is operated on the 
streets and public areas of the City without the appropriate insurance, the owner is subject 
to citation. 
 
Numerical decals shall be issued upon registration; and a record of each motorized cart 
number ���³�7���1�X�P�E�H�U�´��, along with the name and address of every owner, shall be 
maintained by the police department. The initial registration fee for motorized carts used 
in the City shall be $15.00. Owners are responsible to renew their registration every year 
including having the motorized cart inspected and providing proof of insurance. 
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Any person who is found operating an unregistered motorized cart on the City streets and 
public areas will be subject to citation. 

 
(3) Highway 80 Crossing. No motorized cart shall operate on Highway 80 except motorized carts 
shall be permitted to cross Highway 80 at the following designated locations only: 

a. Highway 80/Butler Avenue at locations south of the Park of Seven Flags; 
b. At the traffic controlled intersection of 14th Street and Highway 80; 
c. At the traffic controlled intersection of Campbell Avenue and Highway 80; and 
d. At the traffic controlled intersection of Jones Avenue and Highway 80. 

 
(4) City Streets. All streets of the City shall be accessible for an appropriately registered and used 
motorized cart thereon except as to Highway 80 as stated above. 
 
(5) Operation regulations. 
 

a. All motorized carts must be equipped with headlights, tail lights, brake lights, a flashing 
or rotating yellow or amber light mounted on the top, seatbelts, turn signals and a horn, 
and the maximum speed capability of any motorized cart must not exceed 20 miles per 
hour; 

b. No motorized cart shall be gas or diesel poweredAll motorized carts shall be shown by 
their owner to be compliant with emissions standards promulgated by the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) in order to qualify for registration and renewal, provided that 
those gas or diesel powered motorized carts which are not CARB compliant that are 
registered with the city prior to enactment of this ordinance may continue to be operated 
as permitted by this ordinance until such time as the owner disposes of the such gas or 
diesel powered motorized cart. 

b.c. No motorized cart which emits an average reading greater than 70 decibels on an 
�³�$�F�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�´���R�U���³�3�D�V�V-�%�\�´���W�H�V�W���D�V���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���&�L�W�\���R�I���7�\�E�H�H���,�V�O�D�Q�G���3�R�O�L�Fe 
Department shall be registered or renewed until such cart meets the requirements of this 
paragraph. 

c.d. All occupants of a motorized cart must wear seatbelts at all times. 
d.e. Children car and booster seats used in a motorized cart must be approved by the 

manufacturer for use with lap belts only, without the necessity of a shoulder strap. 
�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���F�D�U���D�Q�G���E�R�R�V�W�H�U���V�H�D�W�V���P�D�\���R�Q�O�\���E�H���X�V�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���I�U�R�Q�W���V�H�D�W���R�U���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G��
facing seat within a motorized cart. 

e.f. Motorized carts shall not be operated on the sidewalks or bike trails within the city. 
f.g. All operators shall abide by all traffic regulations applicable to motor vehicle traffic. 
g.h.Only licensed drivers are permitted to operate motorized carts and each owner is required 

to provide insurance for liability purposes in an amount not less than $25,000.00 per 
person, $50,000.00 per accident, and $15,000.00 in liability insurance. Proof of insurance 
shall be provided at the time of registration and be maintained in or on the vehicle. 

h.i. Motorized carts will only be operated by individuals who are at least 16 years of age and 
�S�R�V�V�H�V�V���D���Y�D�O�L�G���G�U�L�Y�H�U�¶�V���O�L�F�H�Q�V�H�� 

i.j. It shall be unlawful for a motorized cart to be operated on the streets of the city except as 
expressly authorized in this section and every person convicted of a violation shall be 
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punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000.00 or imprisonment of not more than 12 
months, or both. 

j.k. It shall be unlawful for any occupant of a motorized cart to throw or otherwise permit, 
bottles, cans, paper or rubbish, including cigarette butts, to be deposited in any public 
park, on the sidewalks, streets, beaches, lanes, highways or other public properties, or on 
private property of another, except into trash receptacles. Included would be the removal 
by wind or otherwise of such items from motorized cart due to having such items 
�X�Q�V�H�F�X�U�H�G���R�Q���V�X�F�K���Y�H�K�L�F�O�H�V�����³�5�X�E�E�L�V�K�´���D�V���X�V�H�G���K�H�U�H�L�Q���V�K�D�O�O���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���D�Q�\���P�D�W�W�H�U���W�K�D�W���G�R�H�V��
not occur naturally in the area and specifically includes garbage, food items, peels, shells, 
etc., whether or not biodegradable.  

 
(6) Motorized cart rental regulations. Motorized cart dealers and distributors, as well as any 
other commercial establishment, may rent motorized carts to the public for use on the streets and 
those areas accessible by the public of the City, provided that such rental establishments comply 
with subsections (a) through (c) of this section. Renters shall be provided a copy of this article 
�D�Q�G���D���P�D�S���L�O�O�X�V�W�U�D�W�L�Q�J���+�L�J�K�Z�D�\�������¶�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�G���F�U�R�V�V�L�Q�J�V�����5�H�Q�W�H�U�V���V�K�D�O�O provide a signature as 
proof of their acknowledgement and understanding of t�K�L�V���D�U�W�L�F�O�H�¶�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����,�W���V�K�D�O�O���E�H���W�K�H��
responsibility of each such establishment renting motorized carts to maintain a written record of 
�H�D�F�K���U�H�Q�W�H�U�¶�V���V�L�J�Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�L�V���D�U�W�L�F�O�H�¶�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� 
 

a. No businesses shall rent gas or diesel powered motorized carts which do not comply with 
section (5) of this code section to the public for use on the streets and those areas 
accessible by the public of the City, provided however that those gas or diesel powered 
motorized carts currently owned by persons or businesses for the purpose of renting 
motorized carts to the public and which have been registered with the City prior to the 
date of this ordinance may continue to be used or rented to the public until such time as 
the current owner disposes of the motorized cart. 

b. Any business that begins renting motorized carts to the public after the date of this 
ordinance shall only rent electric or battery powered motorized carts which comply with 
section (5) herein to the public for use on the streets and those areas accessible by the 
public of the City. 

c. The maximum number of motorized carts a business may offer for rent to the public shall 
be no more than number of            motorized carts capable of being stored, maintained, or 
otherwise kept on the premises of that business as shown on the site plan approved by the 
City, provided, however, that all businesses which currently rent motorized carts to the 
public and which currently own and have registered motorized carts exceeding the 
limitations of this paragraph may continue to rent their motorized carts but shall not 
replace any motorized carts  that are sold or no longer operable so that their fleet of 
motorized carts s available for rental meets the limitations of this paragraph. 

 
(7) Signs. The City shall post signs giving notice of the existence of operating standards along 
appropriate public streets. 
 
(8) Motorized carts must observe the parking regulations and ordinances applicable to motorized 
vehicles and all parking therefor shall be by payment of the appropriate charge for parking in 
authorized parking places and/or the display of a valid decal for parking. All unregistered 
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motorized carts are subject to citation for the failure to pay and/or register timely for parking in 
authorized places an no unregistered motorized cart shall have a legitimate parking decal until 
the motorized cart is registered as required by this section. 
 
(9) Penalties under this code section. In addition to any other penalties provided by law, anyone 
convicted of violating this section shall be fined not less than $100.00 for the first offense plus 
applicable court fees and not less than $200.00 for subsequent offenses plus applicable court fees 
for any subsequent offense occurring within a 12-month period of a preceding offense. 
 

SECTION 2 
 
 All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are expressly repealed. 

SECTION 3 

 It is the intention of the governing body, and it is hereby ordained, that the provisions of 

this ordinance shall become effective and be made a part of the Code of Ordinances, City of 

Tybee Island, Georgia, and the sections of this ordinance may be renumbered to accomplish such 

intention.  

SECTION 4 

 This ordinance shall be effective upon its adoption by the Mayor and Council pursuant to 

The Code of the City of Tybee Island, Georgia. 

 This Ordinance shall become effective on ______ day of _________________________, 

2022. 

 

 ADOPTED THIS _____ DAY OF ____________________________, 2022. 

 

       ____________________________________ 
       MAYOR 
 
ATTEST: 
 
___________________________________ 
CLERK OF COUNCIL 
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