
 
 

 
A G E N D A  

BEACH TASK FORCE 
November 19, 2020 at 12:00 PM 

 
Call to Order 

Approval of Minutes 

1. Minutes, October 19, 2020 

Old Business 

2. Mark Padgett:  Sand Fencing Project Update 

New Business 

3. South Atlantic Coastal Study Focus Area findings for Tybee Island:  April 
Patterson/Mackie McIntosh, USACOE 

City Manager Comments 

Adjournment 

 



File Attachments for Item:

1. Minutes, October 19, 2020



Beach Task Force Minutes, October 15, 2020 
 
Cathy Lewis called the meeting to order via Zoom at noon.   
 
Those in attendance were Cathy Lewis, Cathy Sakes, Harvey Ferrell, Frank Wooldridge, 
Joe Richardson, Kate Burns, Sam Adams, Jimmy Burke, Michael Foran, Alan Robertson, 
and Helen Downing.  Also in attendance were Nancy DeVetter, City Council Member, 
Shawn Gillen, City Manager and Jan LeViner, Clerk of Council. 
 
Ms. Lewis asked if there were any corrections to the minutes from September 17, 2020.  
Hearing none, there was a unanimous vote to accept the minutes as presented. 
 
Cathy Sakas stated she met with the Blue Climate Initiative regarding grant opportunities.  
She continued, she met with Alan Robertson and Shawn Gillen and decided to apply for 
the grant for educational opportunities so people could learn about the sand dune fencing.  
This will educate people regarding the purpose of the dune fencing, why they should not 
walk through them and the importance of using dune crossovers.  Monies will be used for 
an exhibit at the new Marine Science Center.  The proposal was submitted on time and 
has since received notice the proposal was turned down.  Ms. Sakas stated there would be 
other opportunities.  Ms. Lewis confirmed as Tybee has so many educational 
opportunities where children are taught about the beach.   
 
New Business: 
Abby Sterling, Manomet, gave a presentation regarding the protection of the Shore 
Birds that live on the four beaches on and near Tybee (Jekyll Island, St Simons Island, 
Ft Pulaski and Tybee).  Her presentation entitled Wildlife Beach Zoning explained the 
project, the Georgia Bight Shorebird Conservation Initiative.  The coast offers extensive 
remote beaches; high tidal ranges; vast expanses of mud and sand flats, which provide 
food; minimal shoreline engineering; limited disturbance and impoundments and 
managed wetlands.  Ms. Sterling stated there are over 300,000 shorebirds that use our 
coast every year and we need to be vigilant in protecting the shore birds from threats.  She 
continued, visitors and residents should give nesting birds space so the nests ae protected 
and the eggs hatch.  Ms. Sterling recommended designating the north-end of Tybee, near 
the jetty, as a wildlife sanctuary.  She recommended signage as an education tool and 
social marketing.  Ms. Lewis thanked Ms. Sterling for her presentation.   
 
Alan Robertson gave a brief update on the Beach and Dune Restoration Project.  
Mr. Robertson stated the project is complete to include vegetation.  The City is repairing 
and in some cases replacing some crossovers with a new crossover at the turn at Butler 
Avenue.  This will open the commercial business.  Mr. Robertson stated the study on the 
Back River was delayed as it is tied to the academic schedule of the University of Georgia.  
This Study will focus on the flooding west of Butler to Chimney Creek.  He stated there 
are two other projects (1) Dune Vegetation Monitoring Project and (2) work with 
Skidaway Institute who is also monitoring the dunes.  These are two volunteer 
opportunities and if anyone is interested, please let him know.  Mr. Robertson reviewed 
the grants that are in place:  State Grant expires in April 2021 (97%) complete; Back River 
Grant; USACOE Wake Study (not a solution study rather data driven); and Coastal 



Incentive Grant.  These are all ongoing.  Ms. Lewis thanked Mr. Robertson for his 
presentation.   
 
Nancy DeVetter, proposed Open Container Ordinance, stated she would like a 
recommendation from the Beach Task Force to take to Mayor and Council on the 
proposed ordinance.  The intent is to reduce violent encounters, litter, and alcohol related 
crimes.  The recommendation is no open container year round but a compromise would 
be to ban open containers on the south-end.  She ask members that have questions to 
email her or the City Manager.   
 
Dr. Gillen stated as soon as the Marine Science Center moves to the new facility the City 
will set up a monitoring station at the old location, which Code Enforcement Officers will 
be monitoring the beach.  He touch on the use of near shore placement for alternatives 
for future re-nourishments as there will not be funding for future re-nourishments.  Mr. 
Adams stated in the past, studies determined near shore materials were not acceptable as 
beach quality sand. Dr. Gillen stated there would be studies by DNR prior to placing on 
the beach.   
 
Ms. Lewis remember Moses Robins as he recently passed away and will be recognized at 
a future City Council meeting for his service with the Beach Task Force.   
 
Being there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
_______________________ 
Jan LeViner, MMC 
Clerk of Council 
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