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A G E N D A  
REGULAR MEETING OF TYBEE ISLAND CITY COUNCIL 

December 14, 2023 at 6:30 PM 
Please silence all cell phones during Council Meetings 

 
Opening Ceremonies 
     Call to Order 
     Invocation 
     Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Announcements 
 
Consideration of Items for Consent Agenda  
 
Recognitions and Proclamations 

1. Employee of the Quarter:  Cassidi Kendrick | Main Street/ Development Authority 
Director 

2. 2023 Parade Winners Recognition 
 1st River's End Campground 

 2nd Girl Scout Troop 30107 
 3rd Tybean Coffee & Art Bar 

 
Consideration of the approval of the minutes of the meetings of the Tybee island City Council 

3. Minutes:  City Council Meeting, November 9, 2023 
 
Consideration of Boards, Commissions and Committee Appointments 

4. Historic Preservation Commission:  Approval of Marna Lewin to fill vacancy 
5. Main Street Board Nominations 

 
Citizens to be Heard:  Please limit comments to 3 minutes.  Maximum allowable times of 5 
minutes. 

6. Pat Leiby:  MLK Human Rights Organization - Upcoming Events 
7. David Roberts:  Administration of STR Ordinances 
8. Nick Sears:  Invalid and abandoned STR Permits 

 
If there is anyone wishing to speak to anything on the agenda other than the Public Hearings, 
please come forward.  Limit comments to 3 to 5 minutes.  
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Consideration of Approval of Consent Agenda 
 
Public Hearings 

9. Site Plan Review:  1401 Strand Avenue.  Petitioner:  Linchris Tybee Resort, LLC 
10. Variance for setback of 12' instead of required 20'.  5 7th Street, Petitioner:  Brent Watts 

 
Consideration of Local Requests & Applications – Funding, Special Events, Alcohol License 

11. Agenda Request: 2024 Alcohol License Renewals 
12. Agenda Request: 2024 Entertainment License Renewals 
13. Agenda Request: Critz Tybee Run Fest 2024-Alcohol License: Beer and Wine 

-Special Event: February 2-3, 2024 
14. Agenda Request: Calvin's Dawg House Bar & Grill-Entertainment and Alcohol License 

Request: Liquor/Beer/Wine-Sunday Sales-for consumption on premises only 
725 First St (Formerly Scofflaws of Tybee Island LLC dba Cockspur Grill) 

 
Consideration of Bids, Contracts, Agreements and Expenditures 

15. ITB 2023-776, Tybee Marine Science Center Restrooms:  Do not award 
16. Eastern Excavating Agreement for Jaycee Park and Field Improvements 
17. Flock Camera Agreement:  Tybee Island Police Department 
18. Infinity Solutions Agreement for IT 
19. Approval of Greenline Architecture Proposal for Design Services for Community Safe 

Room.  Funded by the City's FEMA Grant 
20. Jaime Spear:  Proposed Employee Performance Evaluation and Years of Service Plan 

 
Consideration of Ordinances, Resolutions 

21. Resolution:  Resolution of Donation of Property and Associated Documents 
22. Resolution: Loan/Bond/ Bond/Validation materials 

 
Council, Officials and City Attorney Considerations and Comments 

23. Jay Burke:  Tybee City Credit Cards 
24. Michelle Owens:  Asphalt Paving  

 
Minutes of Boards and Committees 

25. Planning Commission Minutes:  November 20, 2023 
 
Executive Session 
     Discuss litigation, personnel and real estate  
 
Possible vote on litigation, personnel and real estate discussed in executive session 
 
Adjournment 
Individuals with disabilities who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or 
participate in this meeting, or who have questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting or the facilities are 
required to contact Jan LeViner at 912.472.5080 promptly to allow the City to make reasonable accommodations 
for those persons.   
 
*PLEASE NOTE:  Citizens wishing to speak on items listed on the agenda, other than public hearings, 

should do so during the citizens to be heard section.  Citizens wishing to place items on the council 
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meeting agenda must submit an agenda request form to the City Clerk’s office by Thursday at 5:00PM 

prior to the next scheduled meeting.  Agenda request forms are available outside the Clerk’s office at City 
Hall and at www.cityoftybee.org. 
 

 

 

THE VISION OF THE CITY OF TYBEE ISLAND 

 
  

“is to make Tybee Island the premier beach community in which to live, work, and play.” 
 

 

 

THE MISSION OF THE CITY OF TYBEE ISLAND 

 
  

“is to provide a safe, secure and sustainable environment by delivering superior services through responsible 
planning, preservation of our natural and historic resources, and partnership with our community to ensure 
economic opportunity, a vibrant quality of life, and a thriving future.” 

 

 

http://www.cityoftybee.org/


File Attachments for Item:

3. Minutes:  City Council Meeting, November 9, 2023



City Council Minutes, November 9, 2023 
 
Mayor Sessions called the meeting to order at 6:30PM, November 9, 2023.  Those in 
attendance were, Bill Garbett, Monty Parks, Nancy DeVetter, Barry Brown, Jay Burke and 
Spec Hosti.  Also attending were Michelle Owens, Acting City Manager; Bubba Hughes, 
City Attorney; Tracy O’Connell, City Attorney, and Jan LeViner, Clerk of Council.   
 
Opening Ceremonies 
     Call to Order 
 
Swearing in – Two Year Candidate 
Jan LeViner, Clerk of Council swore in William Garbett, successful candidate for the 
two-year seat vacated by Brian West.  Mayor Sessions congratulated Mr. Garbett and 
welcomed his back to Council.  Councilman Garbett took his seat at the Diaz.   
 
Opening Ceremonies (continued) 
     Invocation:  Jan LeViner, Clerk of Council 
     Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Mayor Sessions recognized all the candidates that ran for the recent municipal election 
and thanked them for their dedication to the City. 
 
Consideration of Items for Consent Agenda  

 Minutes, City Council Meeting, October 26, 2023 
 Bernie's On Tybee, Inc. dba Bernie's Oyster House (New Owner), Alcohol License Request: 

Liquor/Beer/Wine-Sunday Sales, Entertainment License Request 
 Agenda Request: Frozen Daiquiri LLC dba The Daiquiri Bar-Sunday Sales Request, DPH 

Food Service Permit, Health Report and Menu attached. 

 Resolution:  Local Technology Fee - Municipal Court 
 
Monty Parks made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  Nancy DeVetter seconded.  Vote 
was unanimous to approve, 6-0. 
 
Public Hearings 
Variance:  104 17th Street, stairway in the Setback.  Zoning C1/SE.  Applicant:  Walt 
Freeman.  George Shaw approached Mayor and Council.  Mr. Shaw stated the petitioner, Mr. 
Freeman, is requesting a second exit from the historic home that will run above the pool deck 
and exit into the rear setback of the townhome.  Staff does not recommend approval and Planning 
Commission recommended denial, 3-1. Mr. Freeman approached Mayor and Council.  Mr. 
Freeman stated he would like the exit look more usable.  He continued to explain his intentions 
with the staircase.  He stated this is an addition to the same building as there is an addition to 
the structure.  Property is zoned C1 and his intention is to rejuvenate the corner and would be a 
better alternative than a spiral staircase and more usable.  Spec Hosti made a motion to approve.  
Motion died for lack of a second.  Nancy DeVetter made a motion to deny.  Bill Garbett 
seconded.  Voting in favor to deny was Bill Garbett, Monty Parks, Nancy DeVetter, Barry Brown 
and Jay Burke.  Voting against was Spec Hosti.  Motion to deny passed, 5-1. 
 
Variance:  18 Pulaski Street, enlarge porches into the front 
setback.  Petitioner:  Jenny Rutherford.  WITHDRAWN BY PETITIONER. 
 
 
Mayor Sessions read a Proclamation recognizing Veterans Day. 



 
Consideration of Bids, Contracts, Agreements and Expenditures 
ITB 2023-774 Asphalt Paving. Michelle Owens answered Mayor pro tem Brown’s concerns 
regarding waterline locations.  He also asked if other projects could be bundled in with this 
project.  She is asking for the opportunity for Staff to look as to why no bids were received.  Ms. 
Owens stated this will be on the agenda for the December 14, 2023 City Council meeting.  Mr. 
Hosti asked if this project is part of the $3M Staff would like to borrow.  Ms. Owens stated no.   
Monty Parks made a motion to table until December meeting when Staff will present.  Spec 
Hosti seconded.  Motion to table approved, 6-0. 
 
Award of ITB 2023-775:  Jaycee Park and Field Improvements. Mr. Hosti stated he has 
not seen the set of plans as of yet.  Michelle Owens addressed Mr. Hosti’s concern of not seeing 
the plans for the project.   She continued the plans that are available are irrigation and 
landscaping which were not included with the bid but they had the option to go to Thomas and 
Hutton and see the drawings.  The bid is landscaping, regrading, irrigation and sodding.  Mr. 
Hughes stated the pavilion is not part of the bid.  Mr. Parks stated this project is in the current 
budget.  Ms.  Owens stated only one bid was received and this could be due to larger projects in 
Chatham County. Mayor pro tem Brown expressed his concerns with only receiving one bid.  Mr. 
Hosti would like to see a copy of the contract.  Mr. Hughes confirmed.  Monty Parks made a 
motion to approve and move forward with the bid received and authorize the Mayor to sign the 
appropriate contract once prepared.  Nancy DeVetter seconded.  Voting in favor were Bill 
Garbett, Nancy DeVetter and Monty Parks.  Voting against were Barry Brown, Jay Burke and Spec 
Hosti.  Mayor Sessions voted in the affirmative.  Motion to approve, 4-3. 
   
Water/Sewer Utility Strategy - Next Steps.  Ms. Owens stated a workshop was held to 
discuss this item.  Ms. Amerell has come back with an alternative to the original proposal so Staff 
can complete the crucial projects.  Ms. Amerell approached Mayor and Council.  She stated Staff 
is looking for direction based on the workshop.  Originally, Staff was going to issue a Revenue 
Bond, $7M, for projects that were in the budget.  Staff has reviewed and proposed the City borrow 
$3M to complete the crucial projects.  The next step, she is recommending a 7% rate increase 
as of January 1, 2024, which is just to keep up with operating costs and does cover the $3M debt 
the City is going to issue.  She would also like to reach out to a finance consultant who can assist 
her and work with the City Manager and Public Works Director to work with Council to re-establish 
and update a Capital Improvement Plan. Mr. Parks stated a policy was to be develop; Fund 
Balance Policy and he would like to see that done.  Next, he asked about a Resolution.  Mr. 
Hughes confirmed a Resolution would be needed for the proposed loan.  Mr. Garbett confirmed 
Ms. Amerell is asking Mayor and Council to approve.  Ms. Amerell responded she would like 
approval to contact Ameris Bank to go forward with the $3M debt issue and the Resolution would 
come back to Mayor and Council for approval.  Then she is asking Mayor and Council to approve 
a 7% rate increase.  Mr. Parks recommended have two motions rather than group them together.  
Monty Parks made a motion to have Staff move forward with a Resolution for the loan of $3M 
and bring to the December 14, 2023 meeting for approval.    Nancy DeVetter seconded.  
Discussion:  Mr. Hosti asked Staff to research doing a LOST or SPLOST for funding for these 
projects.  Mr. Hughes stated funds could be used for Infrastructure but does not feel LOST could 
be used, it would be tough way to raise significant funds. Voting in favor were Bill Garbett, Monty 
Parks, Nancy DeVetter, and Spec Hosti.  Voting against was Barry Brown and Jay Burke. Motion 
to approve, 4-2.  Nancy DeVetter made a motion to approve a 7% increase on water/sewer 
rates.  Spec Hosti seconded.  Discussion:  Mr. Garbett stated he would like to see the five 
(5) years financial projections at 5% and 7% showing revenue and the amortization schedule.  
Voting in favor were Bill Garbett, Monty Parks, Nancy DeVetter, and Spec Hosti.  Voting against 
were Barry Brown and Jay Burke.  Motion to approve, 4-2.   
 



 

Spec Hosti made a motion to adjourn to executive session to discuss real estate, 
personnel and litigation.  Monty Parks seconded.  Vote was unanimous to approve, 6-
0. 
 
Monty Parks made a motion to return to regular session.  Spec Hosti seconded.  Vote 
was unanimous to approve 6-0. 
 
Monty Parks made a motion to adjourn.  Barry Brown seconded.  Vote was 
unanimous to approve, 6-0. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:20PM 
 
 
 
_________________________ 
Janet LeViner, MMC 
Clerk of Council 



File Attachments for Item:

4. Historic Preservation Commission:  Approval of Marna Lewin to fill vacancy





File Attachments for Item:

5. Main Street Board Nominations



City of Tybee Island
Memorandum

To: City of Tybee Island Council Members

From: Cassidi Kendrick, Main Street/Downtown Development Director

Date: December 14, 2023

Re: Nominations for Main Street Board

Background

The Main Street Board of Directors has eleven members total, to include seven voting members and four

ex-officio members. The current process for nominating new board members is outlined in the Main

Street program guidelines.

Overview

In October 2023, the Main Street Board appointed a nomination committee and publicly opened

applications for the upcoming board vacancies. The application period closed on November 30th, 2023

and nine submissions were received. The nomination committee met in early December to review the

submissions and send a recommendation to the current Main Street Board of Directors. The board

approved the recommendation and is now sending the slate of names of voting member

recommendations to the City Council for review and seeking approval.

Summary

Voting Member Recommendations-

- Charissa Murray (January 2024 - December 2027)

- Ricardo Ochoa (January 2024 - December 2027)

Ex-Officio Member Recommendations-

- Tim Arnold (January 2024 - December 2025)

- Rachel Jones (January 2024 - December 2025)

- Robbyn Childs (January 2024 - December 2025)

- Ansley Howze (January 2024 - December 2025)

Recommended Next Steps

Main Street is recommending approval of the above listed candidates for voting positions on the Main

Street Board of Directors. The Ex-Officio members have been approved by the Current board per the

powers listed in the By-Laws of the Tybee Island Development Authority/ Main Street Program for the

City of Tybee.
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6. Pat Leiby:  MLK Human Rights Organization - Upcoming Events
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City Council Agenda Item Request  

 

Agenda Item Requests and supporting documentation must be submitted to the Clerk of Council by 

4:00PM on the Thursday prior to the next scheduled Council meeting.  If this form is received after the 

deadline, the item will be listed on the next scheduled agenda.  

  

Council Meeting Date for Request:   12/14/2023 

 

Item:  Upcoming events for Tybee MLK Human Rights Organization 

 

 

 

Paper Work:      Attached*   

            ______ Audio/Video Presentation**  

 

*          Electronic submissions are requested by not required.  Please email to 

jleviner@cityoftybee.org. 

  ** Audio/video presentations must be submitted to the IT department at City Hall  

by 4:00PM on the Thursday prior to the scheduled meeting. 

 

NOTE:  Request will be postponed if necessary information is not provided. 
 

Submitted by:  Pat Leiby, Tybee MLK Human Rights Organization 

 ______________________________________________  

Phone / Email:  301.305.6502; pat@southmountaintitle.com  

 ___________________________________________ 

Comments: _________________________________________________________________________     

 

Date given to Clerk of Council:       12/5/2023 

mailto:jleviner@cityoftybee.org
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7. David Roberts:  Administration of STR Ordinances



MAYOR  
Shirley Sessions 
 
CITY COUNCIL  
Barry Brown, Mayor Pro Tem 
Jay Burke 
Nancy DeVetter 
Spec Hosti 
Monty Parks 
Bill Garbett 
 

 
CITY OF TYBEE ISLAND 

 
 
 
 

CITY MANAGER 
Michelle Owens 
 
CLERK OF COUNCIL 
Janet LeViner 
 
CITY ATTORNEY 
Edward M. Hughes 
 

 

P.O. Box 2749 – 403 Butler Avenue, Tybee Island, Georgia 31328-2749 
(866) 786-4573 – FAX (866) 786-5737 
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City Council Agenda Item Request  

 
Agenda Item Requests and supporting documentation must be submitted to the Clerk of Council by 
4:00PM on the Thursday prior to the next scheduled Council meeting.  If this form is received after the 
deadline, the item will be listed on the next scheduled agenda.  
  

Council Meeting Date for Request: December 14, 2023 

 

Item:  Administration of STR ordinances 

Explanation: _               

__________________________________________________________________________________   

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Paper Work:      Attached*   

            ______ Audio/Video Presentation**  

 

*          Electronic submissions are requested by not required.  Please email to 
jleviner@cityoftybee.org. 

  ** Audio/video presentations must be submitted to the IT department at City Hall  
by 4:00PM on the Thursday prior to the scheduled meeting. 

 
NOTE:  Request will be postponed if necessary information is not provided. 

 

Submitted by: David A. Roberts  

Phone / Email: davidroberts@constructiondocument.com  (404)625-9424  

Comments: ________________________________________________________________________________     

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date given to Clerk of Council          
 



File Attachments for Item:

8. Nick Sears:  Invalid and abandoned STR Permits





File Attachments for Item:

9. Site Plan Review:  1401 Strand Avenue.  Petitioner:  Linchris Tybee Resort, LLC










































