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PLANNING COMMISSION
January 25, 2021 at 7:00 PM

Call to Order

Consideration of Minutes

1. PC_MINUTES_12-21-2020

Disclosures and Recusals

Old Business
New Business

2. Site Plan: approval for a gazebo/water craft rental on the north side of the Hwy 80
Bridge — 2101 Hwy 80 — 40024 02001 — Zone M-D — Patrick Mathews.

Adjournment

Standing Items

Adjournment
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PLANNING COMMISSION
Demery Bishop

Ron Bossick

Charles Matlock

Elaine T. McGruder

David McNaughton

J. Whitley Reynolds

Alan Robertson

CITY MANAGER
Shawn Gillen

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
George Shaw

CITY ATTORNEY
Edward M. Hughes

Planning Commission Meeting

MINUTES
December 21, 2020

Chair Bishop called the December 21, 2020 Tybee Island Planning Commission meeting to order.
Commissioners present were Charles Matlock, Elaine T. McGruder, J. Whitley Reynolds, Vice Chair Ron

Bossick and David McNaughton. Alan Robertson was absent.

Consideration of Minutes:

Chair Demery Bishop asked for consideration of the November 16, 2020 minutes. Vice Chair Ron Bossick
made a motion to approve. Commissioner Elaine McGruder seconded. The vote to approve was unanimous.

Disclosures/Recusals:

Chair Demery Bishop asked if there were any Disclosures or Recusals. There were none.

Old Business:

New Business:

1. Variance: requesting to go over required 35 foot height ordinance -1801 Chatham Avenue —

40009 13006 — Zone R-2 — Walt Freeman.

George Shaw approached the Planning Commission and stated the applicant would like to raise his

home to get it above flood per FEMA requirements. He is asking for a variance to raise it nine feet and
that would put it at five and a half feet above our 35° height requirement. George Shaw explained the
home is in the AE 11° flood zone so the first finished floor would need to be lifted to 12° above mean
sea level to meet the flood code. The homes finished floor is currently at 8.29” so it would only need to
be elevated 3.7’ to meet Tybee Islands flood code, but that would still require a variance for the roof
peak of approximately six inches above the 35’. There are no issues with a hardship. Staff would
support a variance for the six inches to meet our flood ordinance but nothing above that. Vice Chair
Ron Bossick asked if the two feet above flood requirement the applicant mentioned in his application
was correct ot is it one foot. George Shaw stated the flood mitigation grant applications are required to
be at two feet above base flood. But Tybee only requires the one foot, this home is not in the grant
program. The applicant Walt Freeman who lives at 101 Butler Avenue, Tybee Island, approached the
Planning Commission and stated he owns the house at 1801 Chatham Avenue. He stated this property
has some drainage issues and he would like to lift the house enough to be able to park underneath. He
needs room to store his equipment. Commissioner David McNaughton asked Walt Freeman if City



Council grants this variance is he aware that City code would require him to have a sprinkler system
installed since it will be above 35°. Walt Freeman stated he would do whatever is required of him. Ann
Butler who lives at 1212 Fifth Avenue, Tybee Island, approached the Planning Commission and stated
to make the flood requirement for the finished floor to be at 12’ he would have to raise it almost §’.
Commissioner Elaine McGruder made a motion to deny. Commissioner David McNaughton
seconded. Vote was three for the denial and two against. Motion to Deny carried.

Discussions: N/A
Adjournment:

Lisa L. Schaaf
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