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A G E N D A  
REGULAR MEETING OF TYBEE ISLAND CITY COUNCIL 

August 13, 2020 at 6:30 PM 
Please silence all cell phones during Council Meetings 

 
Consideration of Items for Consent Agenda 6:30PM 

Opening Ceremonies 
     Call to Order 
     Invocation 
     Pledge of Allegiance 

Announcements 
 
Recognitions and Proclamations 

1. Proclamation USCG Recognition - August USCG Birthday 
 
Consideration of the approval of the minutes of the meetings of the Tybee island City Council 

2. Minutes:  City Council Meeting, July 9, 2020 
 
Citizens to be Heard:  Please limit comments to 3 minutes.  Maximum allowable times of 5 
minutes. 

3. Pat Leiby:  Racial Equity Resolution 
4. Jenny Rutherford:  Parking Passes for 17th Street Inn 

 
If there is anyone wishing to speak to anything on the agenda other than the Public Hearings, 
please come forward. 
 
Consideration of Approval of Consent Agenda 
 
Public Hearings 

5. Subdivision of land: requesting to turn one lot into two single family lots – 1927 
Chatham Ave – Zone R-2 – 40009 12006 – World Wholesale, Inc. 

6. Alteration of subdivision: requesting to extend property lot lines – Horsepen Point –Zone 
R-2 – 40001203002/40001203003/40001301010 – Huffstetler, Alexander, Sheehan. 

7. 20200720 MINUTES PLANNING COMMISSION  
 



 

 
P.O. Box 2749 – 403 Butler Avenue, Tybee Island, Georgia 31328-2749 

(866) 786-4573 – FAX (866) 786-5737 
www.cityoftybee.org 

Consideration of Bids, Contracts, Agreements and Expenditures 
8. Code Enforcement:  Approval, purchase of a software and equipment for Code 

Enforcement, Hand held tickets writers and ticket management software.  Funding is not 
in the currently FY 2021 and will need to come from the General Fund.  Approximate 
cost is $32,150 with a $725 monthly fee for wireless services.   

9. Amend current Axon Contract to provide for the purchase of body cameras for Code 
Enforcement Officers.  Funding not in current FY 2021 Budget. 

10. Out-of-State Travel, Shawn Gillen and Major Fobes, Melbourne, FL 
11. Tybee Island Fire Agreement - National Park Service regarding fire protection at Fort 

Pulaski Monument. 
12. Approval for purchase four (4) radios for Code Enforcement Officers.  Amount $27,000. 
13. Agreement with Cornerstone for Training 

 
Consideration of Ordinances, Resolutions 

14. Resolution:  2020-11 CARES Act Resolution Terms and Conditions 
15. Resolution:  2020-13 Rules of Council 

 
Council, Officials and City Attorney Considerations and Comments 

16. Bubba Hughes 
 Board of Education:  Critical Workforce Sheltering Agreement 
 US Army:  Critical Workforce Sheltering Agreement 
 Memorandum  of Understanding:  National Park Service Fire Protections – 

DUPLICATE AGENDA ITEM 
17. Bubba Hughes 

 Opening of right-of-way for Laurel Avenue adjacent to 201 McKenzie 
18. Jay Burke 

 Parking West of Campbell on Highway 80 or all of the Highway 
19. Monty Parks 

 Additional three code enforcement officers 
 Rewrite of Disorderly House Ordinance to allow code enforcement to issue 

tickets 

 Status of RFQ on STVR software 
 Tiered STVR registration fee to reflect water usage, request for staff to 

collect data 

 $1000 fine for rental without registration 
 Pool owners to use outside service for initial pool fill or significant addition 

20. Shawn Gillen 

 Water Rates Study and Adjustment of Water/Sewer Fees 
21. Shawn Gillen 

 Early Retirement Proposal  
22. Peter Gulbronson 

 Stop Signs on Van Horne 
 
Executive Session 
     Discuss litigation, personnel and real estate  
 
Possible vote on litigation, personnel and real estate discussed in executive session 
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Adjournment 
Individuals with disabilities who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or 
participate in this meeting, or who have questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting or the facilities are 
required to contact Jan LeViner at 912.472.5080 promptly to allow the City to make reasonable accommodations 
for those persons.   
 
*PLEASE NOTE:  Citizens wishing to speak on items listed on the agenda, other than public hearings, 

should do so during the citizens to be heard section.  Citizens wishing to place items on the council 
meeting agenda must submit an agenda request form to the City Clerk’s office by Thursday at 5:00PM 

prior to the next scheduled meeting.  Agenda request forms are available outside the Clerk’s office at City 
Hall and at www.cityoftybee.org. 
 

 

 

THE VISION OF THE CITY OF TYBEE ISLAND 

 
  

“is to make Tybee Island the premier beach community in which to live, work, and play.” 
 

 

 

THE MISSION OF THE CITY OF TYBEE ISLAND 

 
  

“is to provide a safe, secure and sustainable environment by delivering superior services through responsible 
planning, preservation of our natural and historic resources, and partnership with our community to ensure 
economic opportunity, a vibrant quality of life, and a thriving future.” 

 

 

http://www.cityoftybee.org/


File Attachments for Item:

2. Minutes:  City Council Meeting, July 9, 2020



City Council Minutes, July 9, 2020 
 
 
Consideration of Items for Consent Agenda 
Mayor Sessions called the consent agenda to order at 6:30PM on July 9, 2020.  Those present were 
Monty Parks, John Branigin, Jay Burke, Barry Brown, Nancy DeVetter and Spec Hosti.  Also attending 
were Dr. Shawn Gillen, City Manager; Bubba Hughes, City Attorney; Tracy O’Connell, EPRA Law Firm, 
George Shaw, Director, Community Development; and Janet LeViner, Clerk of Council.   
 
Mayor Sessions listed the following items on the consent agenda: 

 Amended Minutes, June 18, 2020, City Council Meeting 

 Minutes, June 25, 2020, Second Reading, Millage 2020-2021 
 Amended Minutes, June 25, 2020, City Council Meeting 
 Transferable Yearly Parking Decals 
 Speed Hump Policy 
 Adopt the Chatham County Emergency Operating Plan and the Hazard Mitigation Plan 
 Late Fees and Refunds – effective date, August 31, 2020. 
 Resolution 2020:  Emergency Directive on Suspension of Zoning Restriction on Recreational 

Vehicles in residential areas for Hazard Mitigation Grant 
  

Opening Ceremonies 

 Call to Order 
 Invocation:  Rev. Sue Jackson, Trinity Methodist Church 
 Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Recognitions 
Mayor Sessions asked Swann Seiler, Georgia Power, to approach the podium.  Mayor Sessions 
publically thanked Ms. Seiler and all Georgia Power staff for their quick response times to Tybee’s needs 
when there has been power issues.  Mayor Sessions then read a Certificate of Appreciation for Ms. Seiler 
to give to her Staff and then presented her with an autographed picture of the Tybee Island Lighthouse. 
 
Mayor Sessions asked Justin Wainscott, Sr. Chief, USCG, to approach the podium.  Mayor Sessions 
asked Chief Matt Harrell, TIFD, to read a Certificate of Appreciation in honor of Sr. Chief Wainscot’s 
retirement.  He read a message from former Mayor Jason Buelterman and then expressed his 
appreciation to Coast Guard Station Tybee.  Sr. Chief Wainscott then introduced Sr. Chief Eric Risner who 
will be the new Officer in Charge at Coast Guard Station Tybee.  Sr. Chief Risner thank Mayor and Council 
and the community for their support.   
 
Jan LeViner, City Clerk, introduced Camilla Pittman, IIMC, Region III Director. Ms. Pittman 
gave a brief explanation of the professional accomplishments of Ms. LeViner through leadership training 
with IIMC.  She then presented Jan LeViner, with her Masters Municipal Clerk’s and Athenian 
Leadership Society Fellow designations.   
 
Reports of Staff 
Review policy for two day parking passes that are used by STVR’s and Hotels. Pete Ryerson, 
Parking Services, approached Mayor and Council.  Mr. Ryerson stated currently the price for the two 
day parking pass is $20.00 where a parking pass for the entire day is $42.00.  Therefore, creating a loss 
in revenue of $22.00.  Mayor pro tem Brown recommended raising the price of the two day parking pass. 



Nancy DeVetter made a motion to discontinue the two day parking pass.  Monty Parks seconded.  
Vote was unanimous to approve, 6-0. 
 
Citizens to be Heard 
Keith Gay approached Mayor and Council to speak on topics as related to the proposed moratorium 
regarding Short Term Vacation Rentals (STVR’s) and pools.  Mr. Gay asked Mayor and Council for a 
mechanism to provide enforcement for STVR’s.  He asked Mayor and Council not adopt the moratorium 
for STVR’s.  Mayor Sessions thanked Mr. Gay for his comments. 
 
Carrie Efird approached Mayor and Council to speak on Trash Services and City Dump.  Ms. Efird 
explained the challenges they are encountering with trash pick-up for STVR’s.  Due to the missed pick-
ups by Atlantic Waste the management companies are now taking the trash to the City Dump.  She 
previously asked the City Manager to extend the hours of operation and is now asking Mayor and Council 
to direct staff to audit the hours of operation to accommodate the management companies when they 
have to take trash to the dump due to missed pick-ups.  Mayor Sessions thanked Ms. Efird for her 
comments and concerns and asked Dr. Gillen to work with staff to accommodate such situations. Dr. 
Gillen stated he will reach out to Atlantic Waste to have the situation corrected. 
 
Andy Davis, 2 14th Street, approached Mayor and Council to discuss the Unmaintained Strand 
Avenue Right-of-Way.  Mr. Davis confirmed with Mayor and Council they had received his 
correspondence regarding this matter.  Mayor Sessions confirmed.  Mr. Davis thanked Mayor Sessions. 
 
Honorable Edna Jackson approached Mayor and Council to speak in support of the proposed Race 
Equity Resolution.  Mayor Jackson gave a brief history of Tybee Island in regards to the past “Wade 
In” events.  She thanked Julia Pearce and Councilwoman Nancy DeVetter for bringing this to the forefront 
and crafting the Resolution.  Mayor Jackson complimented Mayor and Council for the desegregation of 
the City.  Mayor Sessions thanked Mayor Jackson for her comments. 
 
Dr. Amir Toure approached Mayor and Council to speak in support of the proposed Race Equity 
Resolution.  He also gave a brief history of Tybee Island and the African Americans that came to Tybee.  
Mayor Sessions thanked Dr. Toure for his comments. 
 
Libohang Mothapo, South Africa, approached Mayor and Council to speak in support of the proposed 
Race Equity Resolution.  Ms. Mothapo stated it is important for our youth to know the history of Tybee 
Island and asked Mayor and Council to vote in the affirmative.  Mayor Sessions thanked Ms. Mothapo for 
her comments. 
 
Carole Jackson approached Mayor and Council to speak in favor of the proposed Race Equity 
Resolution.  Ms. Jackson thanked Mayor and Council for their commitment to the community and for 
the opportunity to speak.  Ms. Jackson said she fully supports the proposed resolution and asked Mayor 
and Council to vote in favor. She then asked the Clerk to include her statement in the record (attached).  
Mayor Sessions thanked Ms. Jackson for her comments.   
 
Jennifer Hutcherson approached Mayor and Council to speak in favor of the proposed Race Equity 
Resolution.  Ms. Hutcherson gave a brief history of her experiences on Tybee and asked Mayor and 
Council to vote in favor of the Resolution. 
 



Elaine McGruder approached Mayor and Council to speak in favor of the proposed Race Equity 
Resolution.  Ms. McGruder asked Mayor and Council to vote in favor of the Resolution.  She continued, 
she feels by voting in favor of the Resolution it will show that Tybee Island residents are loving their 
neighbors.  She thanked Mayor and Council for their consideration.  Mayor Sessions thanked Ms. 
McGruder for his comments.   
 
Amy Gaster approached Mayor and Council to speak on the proposed STVR’s and Pool Moratorium.  
Ms. Gaster asked that prior to Mayor and Council making a decision they give the newly formed 
committee time to formulate a plan moving forward.  She does not feel the moratorium will accomplish 
the goals of Mayor and Council.  Ms. Gaster then addressed the Administrative Fines which she supports.  
Mayor Sessions thanked Ms. Gaster for her comments. 
 
Cody Gay approached Mayor and Council to speak on STVR’s and Pool Moratoriums.  Mr. Gay 
brought to the attention of Mayor and Council the problems with the blue containers.  He would like to 
use the container for lawn refuse but with the tourists placing their trash in the container it cannot be 
used for the yard waste.  Mr. Gay also spoke to the parking problems encountered at his rental properties 
with the day trippers.  His concerns are not only with parking but with the enforcement of a more 
complicated system regarding STVR’s.  His recommendation would be to enforce the existing Code.  
Mayor Sessions thanked Mr. Gay for his comments. 
 
Carrie Efird approached Mayor and Council to speak to the proposed Pool Moratorium.  Ms. Efird 
shared her concerns that the proposed Moratorium could be extended which would be an open-ended 
Moratorium.  Currently the proposed Moratorium has a sunset of 90 days.  She asked Mayor and Council 
not to support the proposed Pool Moratorium until there is a study and data can be reviewed.  This would 
apply to the proposed STVR’s Moratorium as well. 
 
Susan Inveninato approached Mayor and Council to speak to the proposed STVR’s Moratorium.  Ms. 
Inveninato asked Mayor and Council not to move forward with the proposed STVR’s Moratorium as she 
feels they are taking away her property rights.  Mayor Sessions thanked Ms. Inveninato. 
 
Matt Tode approached Mayor and Council to speak to the proposed STVR’s Moratorium.  Mr. Tode 
asked Mayor and Council not to move forward with the proposed STVR’s Moratorium until data is collected 
and studied.  Mayor Sessions thanked Mr. Tode.   
 
Andy Davis approached Mayor and Council to speak to the proposed STVR’s Moratorium.  Mr. Davis 
asked Mayor and Council not to move forwarded with the proposed STVR’s Moratorium until a study is 
done and recommendations are brought back to Mayor and Council.  Mayor Sessions thanked Mr. Davis 
for his comments. 
 
Demery Bishop, Chair, Planning Commission approached Mayor and Council to speak to the 
proposed STVR’s and Pool Moratoriums.  Mr. Bishop read a letter to Mayor and Council (attached).  
He discussed the Working Group and their goal to study and submit recommendations to Mayor and 
Council.  Mr. Bishop also asked Mayor and Council table both proposed Moratoriums until such time as 
the Working Group has time to deliberate and make the appropriate and genuine recommendations.   
 
Monty Parks made a motion to approve the consent agenda.   John Branigin seconded.  Vote was 
unanimous, 6-0. 
 



Public Hearings 
Variance: requesting 2.5 feet into side setback for new carport/storage area – 1413 Fifth 
Ave. - Zone R-2 – 40011 06008–Mary Anne Butler.  George Shaw approached Mayor and Council 
and stated the petitioner is requesting a variance for 2.5 feet into side setback.  Mr. Shaw stated both 
Staff and Planning Commission voted unanimously to deny.  Mary Anne Butler approached Mayor and 
Council and explained her request.  Ms. Butler stated she does not feel she presented her hardship very 
well to the Planning Commission in asking for the side yard variance.  The entire reason for improving 
the driveway is to provide ADA access for an approved surface and wheel chair accessibility for her 
nephew and herself.  She continued, by allowing the carport to shift north by 2.5 feet they can provide 
a straight access route to the side entrance.  Ms. Butler stated her sister adjoins her property and has 
given her permission for the setback and confirmed both properties will remain in their family.  Monty 
Parks made a motion to deny.  Nancy DeVetter seconded.  Discussion:  Monty Parks asked Mr. 
Shaw if the petitioner can achieve the same goal with a 5’ setback as they could achieve with a 2.5’ 
access to the side door for a possible ramp in the future.  Mr. Shaw responded it is a design issue as the 
driveway is curved.  Mr. Branigin confirmed the reason for the variance is to facilitate future access to 
the side door.  Mr. Shaw confirmed.  Voting in favor was Monty Parks and Nancy DeVetter.  Voting 
against were Jay Burke, John Branigin, Barry Brown and Spec Hosti.  Motion to deny failed 2-4.  Mr. 
Branigin stated that anyone who has the foresight to anticipate future mobility needs should have 
approval.  He stated he would now like to make a motion.  John Branigin made a motion to approve.  
Barry Brown seconded.  Voting in favor were Jay Burke, John Branigin, Barry Brown and Spec Hosti.  
Voting against were Nancy DeVetter and Monty Parks.  Vote was 4-2 to approve. 
 
Variance: requesting 3.4’ feet into side setback & 7.6’ feet into front setback for second 
means of egress and new deck – 1109 Laurel Ave. – Zone R-1-B – 40026 04011 – Paul & 
Carrie Harvill.  George Shaw approached Mayor and Council and stated the petitioner would like to 
put a deck at their home to include stairs. He continued, Staff and Planning Commission both 
recommended denial.  Carrie Harvill approached Mayor and Council.  Ms. Harvill stated they would like 
to build the deck across the front of the house as it would have minimal evasion on either side of the 
house. They are not asking for a roof over the deck, just the deck.  Monty Parks made a motion to 
deny.  Nancy DeVetter seconded.  Voting in favor were Monty Parks, Nancy DeVetter, Spec Hosti, and 
John Branigin.  Voting against were Jay Burke and Barry Brown.  Vote to deny, 4-2. 
 
Variance: requesting 3.53’ feet into side/rear setback -803 First St. & 4 N Campbell Ave.- 
Zone C-2 – 40019 01005/01002/01001 – Matt Anderson. George Shaw approached Mayor and 
Council and explained the request.  He stated the petitioner owns three parcels and each lot is effected 
with the variance request.  Staff and Planning Commission both recommended approval unanimously.  
Matt Anderson approached Mayor and Council and stated he is the surveyor for this project.  He 
continued, they are trying to separate the residences at 4 N. Campbell Avenue away from the remainder 
of the property.   Spec Hosti made a motion to approve.  Monty Parks seconded.  Vote was unanimous 
to approve, 6-0. 
 
Variance: Requesting to Put Pool Two Feet from Property Line Instead of the Required Five 
Foot Setback-52 Captains View-Zone-R-2-4002116013-Tanya and Roger Huff. George Shaw 
approached Mayor and Council and stated this is a duplex home in which the petitioner would like to put 
in a large pool and is requesting a variance.  Staff and Planning Commission both recommended denial 
unanimously.  Rick Hogan approached Mayor and Council representing the Huff’s.  Mr. Hogan stated it 
is important to understand the decision tonight is not a choice between a pool with a variance and no 
pool at all.  He continued, the Captains View Home Owner’s Association (CVHOA) has recently approved 



two different pool plans for other locations.  Mr. Hogan stated the variance request is the 8’ wide by 18’ 
long which needs a 5’ variance from the rear setback requirement.  He stated in granting the variance 
there will be no harm to any homeowner and no benefit to the City to deny.  Roger Huff approached 
Mayor and Council and thanked them for visiting his property to understand his variance request.  Kitty 
Williams, 1 Sea-breeze Lane, approached Mayor and Council to speak against this request.  Ms. 
Williams stated she is a member of the Architectural Review Board for her subdivision.  This Review 
Board has the duty and job of approving or disapproving any addition that is made to a home in the 
subdivision.  She stated the Huff’s have bypassed the Board and the Conveyance is deeded and goes 
with the land.  The Board of Directors cannot override the Architectural Review Board as they do not 
have the power.  They object to the pool as there is a moratorium on pools.  Ms. Williams read from a 
letter (attached) stating the CVHOA objections.  Pinky Butler approached Mayor and Council to speak 
against this variance request.  Mr. Butler stated he is also on the Architectural Review Board and 
confirmed the Huff’s have not submitted a request for approval.  As this is not a hardship, he is asking 
Mayor and Council to deny this request.  Rick Hogan approached Mayor and Council and a discussed 
ensued regarding the variance request as it relates to the CVHOA and the Architectural Review Board.  
Barry Brown asked if the Huff’s would like to withdraw their request until such time as an agreement 
can be reached with the Architectural Review Board.  Tanya Huff approached Mayor and Council.  Mr. 
Huff stated she is not in favor of withdrawing their request.  She is asking for a favorable vote.  Jimmy 
Williams approached Mayor and Council to speak against this request.  Roger Huff approached Mayor 
and Council and again asked for a favorable vote.  Nancy DeVetter made a motion to deny.  Monty 
Parks seconded.  Vote was unanimous to deny, 6-0. 
 
Council, Officials and City Attorney Considerations and Comments 
Mr. Parks stated he did not want to lose the opportunity to mention four items that he started 
introducing to Mayor and Council almost a year ago that deals with:  (1) Disorderly House Ordinance; 
(2) bid process on information collecting various forms of data compliance monitoring; (3) hiring three 
additional Code Enforcement Officers; and (4) to move the current Noise Ordinance to take off 
mechanical measures and on to other forms of measure.  He continued, he has recommended a public 
forum be scheduled in the month of August.  Mr. Parks would also like to give the Planning Commission 
the option of reporting back on individual items and not all at once.  He stated that until Staff can enforce 
the current ordinances, he thinks it is premature to have a moratorium. Mr. Parks indicated he did receive 
a request to withdraw all items under his name on the agenda and he will do that as he has a very high 
regard for the Planning Commission with the STVR’s options.  He is recommending the Working Group 
consider a moratorium and bring back recommendations to Mayor and Council.  After a brief discussion, 
it was determined that the proposed moratoriums on STVR’s and Pools need to be dealt with separately.  
Mr. Hughes confirmed. 
 
Draft Moratorium, STVR.  Mayor Sessions recused.  Spec Hosti asked Dr. Gillen to have a map 
done which shows the location of all STVR’s.  Monty Parks made a motion to deny the moratorium on 
STVR’s.  John Branigin seconded.  Voting in favor were Jay Burke, Monty Parks, John Branigin, Barry 
Brown and Special Hosti.  Voting against was Nancy DeVetter.  Motion to deny approved, 5-1.   
 
Mayor Sessions returned to the dais. 
 
Draft Moratorium, Pools. Bubba Hughes approached Mayor and Council.  Mr. Hughes stated he was 
asked to prepare a moratorium which would deal with the water restrictions and give Staff the opportunity 
to study the withdrawal permits.  The moratorium would also apply to swimming pools and/or irrigation 
systems which cannot be permitted for the next 90 days. Barry Brown made a motion to put a 90 day 



moratorium on pools and irrigation systems. Nancy DeVetter seconded.  Discussion:  Monty Parks 
recommended Mr. Hughes include wording that says “any pool owners who do their initial fill up or large 
repairs must hire an outside service to fill the pool” i.e., bring in a tanking to fill the pool.  He also 
recommended the City look into hiring a third party to complete a water study as this will give the City 
an accurate usage. Mayor Sessions asked Dr. Gillen to address water usage for pools and irrigation 
systems.  Dr. Gillen stated Staff can make an education guess.  This would have to be done by time of 
increase in usage and amount.  With irrigation systems, it cannot be done.     Mr. Branigin confirmed as 
he is in agreement with Mr. Parks regarding the trucking in of water to fill pools. Mr. Parks again 
recommended to have a third party do a water study so the City knows where and how the water is 
being used.  Voting in favor of the moratorium were Nancy DeVetter and Barry Brown.  Voting in the 
opposition were Jay Burke, Monty Parks, John Branigin and Spec Hosti.  Motion failed, 2-4.  Monty 
Parks asked Mr. Hughes to bring back in ordinance form, when pools are filled initially and after major 
repairs, they are filled by an outside source.  A discussed ensued regarding a water study.  Mr. Hughes 
explained, an RFP would need to be issued for an Engineering Firm to conduct the study.   
 
Wearing of Masks.  Mayor Sessions stated she asked Mr. Hughes to prepare a draft ordinance but 
since that time, the City has not heard anything from the Chatham County Commission Chair, Al Scott, 
and CEMA in regards to all Chatham County Municipalities Elected Officials weighing in on their feelings 
in regards to Chatham County mandating a similar policy as that of the City of Savannah.  Mr. Branigin 
stated mandating the wearing of masks is totally unenforceable and is not in favor of wearing of masks.  
Ms. DeVetter disagreed with Mr. Branigin and she would support the wearing of a mask.  Mayor Sessions 
stated she is in favor of wearing a mask in public places but not on the beach or in parks.  She recommend 
a vote not be taken until such time as Chatham County makes a decision.   No Action Taken 
 
Bubba Hughes approached Mayor and Council to speak to the Rules of Conduct and Rules of 
Council. Mr. Hughes stated the Rules of Conduct and Rules of Council have not been addressed in some 
time.  Recently there have been issues with the timing of the agenda which can be controlled by Mayor 
and Council.  The Clerk’s preference is to have all agenda items one week prior to the meeting so a 
complete packet can be posted in a timely manner, at least one week prior to the meeting.  There have 
been times that the agenda has been amended due to urgent matters.  He would ask Mayor and Council 
if they would like any changes to the Rules of Conduct and Rules of Council.  Mayor Sessions stated she 
feels this Council is very respectful of each other and is very difficult to amend the agenda and to keep 
up with the changes.  Mr. Hosti agreed and would like to have a timeline.  Mayor Sessions as the Clerk, 
Jan LeViner, to address problems.  Ms. LeViner asked for a uniform time for the submission of all agenda 
items and recommended by close of business on the Thursday prior to the next council meeting.  Mayor 
Sessions asked Dr. Gillen to reach out to Staff to ensure all agenda items are sent to Ms. LeViner in a 
timely manner.  Mr. Hosti shared his concerns with Mayor and Council reaching out to the City Attorney, 
Mr. Hughes for projects.  Mr. Hughes stated issues that arise are important to some and not to others.  
There needs to be a method to prioritize issues and in this way there will be time to adequately address 
issues properly.  Mayor pro tem Brown recommended when council member has a project they would 
like Mr. Hughes to address, they first notify all council of their project/ordinance/resolution as it may not 
be a priority.  In this way everyone is aware.  Mayor Sessions confirmed.  For Discussion Only – No 
Action Take 
 
Possible Introduction of Amendment to Disorderly House Ordinance/Administrative Civil 
Penalties.  Mr. Hughes stated this is considered for “introduction” only. No Action Taken  
 



Resolution, Race Equity Resolution. Nancy DeVetter stated the Resolution she has drafted and is 
included in the packet may be voted down by some council members.  These are hard conversations to 
have and she has learned a great deal in the process.  She feels the Resolution is not controversial and 
states the historical facts.  Ms. DeVetter continued to read from a prepared statement (attached) which 
reflects her thoughts on the proposed Resolution. Nancy DeVetter made a motion to approve as 
submitted.  Monty Parks seconded for discussion.  Discussion:  Mr. Branigin stated he has shared 
his comments with Ms. DeVetter and he will not be able to support the Resolution as presented.  He has 
crafted alternative wording that hopefully will gain a greater consensus and he asked Mr. Hughes how 
best to deal with that.  He also believes it is in the same vein and relevant.  Mr. Hughes stated there is 
a motion and a second on a Resolution, the only Resolution that is on the agenda as well as the topic.  
The rule that Mayor and Council require are these matters be included in the agenda for transparency.  
He recommended Mayor and Council vote on Ms. DeVetter’s motion and if there is an alternative motion, 
have a discussion.  His preference would be that any formal resolution be part of the agenda packet prior 
to it acted upon. Mayor pro tem Brown stated he has seen the proposed Resolution from Mr. Branigin 
but still has issues.  Mr. Parks thanked Ms. DeVetter for starting this conversation.  Unfortunately it has 
become a litmus test, it is a very passionate and personal resolution.  If you agree with the resolution 
you are one type of person and if you do not agree, you are another type of person and he is not a 
litmus test person.  Mr. Parks continued, he still has issues with the language and wrote an alternative 
resolution so there could be a discussion and did withdraw out of respect to Ms. DeVetter.  In this way 
the conversation is not diluted.  He feels the message is important and not who approved or did not 
approve the resolution.  Mr. Parks stated he feels there is no common ground regarding the resolution.  
Mayor Sessions thanked Ms. DeVetter for bringing this to the community as it is a difficult discussion.  
She also feels everyone has different experiences regarding racism.  She has seen it through her previous 
relationship with the United Way.  Mayor Sessions would like to find a consensus among Mayor and 
Council with a united front.   Voting in favor was Nancy DeVetter.  Voting against were Jay Burke, Monty 
Parks, John Branigin, Barry Brown and Spec Hosti.  Motion fail 1-5.  Mayor Sessions asked if there is 
another motion.  Barry Brown made a motion to come back to August 13, 2020 City Council Meeting 
with alternative language.  Spec Hosti seconded.  Discussion:  Mr. Parks asked Ms. DeVetter her 
thoughts on an alternative resolution.  Ms. DeVetter responded she has spoken with Mr. Branigin and 
feels an agreement can be reached on some of the points.  She loves Tybee’s history and this is not 
included in the alternative resolution and will support the proposal.  Mayor Sessions commented as a 
member of the Ralph Mark Gilbert Civil Rights Museum which has a rich history of civil rights and is a 
very educational museum.  The director of the museum reached out to her so Tybee Island could be 
involved in discussions on Tybee’s history so it could be included in the museum.  Voting in favor were 
Barry Brown, Jay Burke and Spec Hosti.  Voting against were Nancy DeVetter, Monty Parks, and John 
Branigin.  Mayor Session voted in the opposition.  Motion failed 4-3. Mr. Hughes reminded Mayor and 
Council the floor is still open for another motion as it would relate to the agenda item.  John Branigin 
made a motion to accept alternative Resolution, Resolution Promoting Justice and Equality.  Monty 
Parks seconded.  Voting in favor were Nancy DeVetter, Spec Hosti, Monty Parks and John Branigin.  
Voting against were Barry Brown and Jay Burke.  Motion to approve alternate Resolution approved 4-2. 
Mayor Sessions asked Mr. Branigin to read the Resolution on Promoting Justice and Equality (attached). 
 
STVR and Pool Options.  Withdrawn. 
 
Monty Parks made a motion to adjourn to Executive Session to discuss litigation, real estate and 
personnel.  Barry Brown seconded.  Vote was unanimous, 6-0. 
 



John Branigin made a motion to adjourn to regular session.  Spec Hosti seconded.  Vote was 
unanimous, 6-0. 
 
Monty Parks made a motion to adjourn.  Spec Hosti seconded.  Vote was unanimous, 6-0. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:45PM 
 
 
______________________________ 
Janet R. LeViner, MMC 
Clerk 
 
 



AMENDMENT TO MINUTES, JULY 9, 2020 
 
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD 
Dr. Phil Rosen joined the meeting via video.  Dr. Rosen thanked Mayor and Council for 
the opportunity to speak.  He read from a prepared document outlining the history of 
Tybee and asked Mayor and Council to vote favorably for the proposed Race Equity 
Resolution as this is important step forward for our residents and visitors.  Mayor 
Sessions thanked Dr. Rosen for his comments. 
 
 
 
Jan LeViner, MMC 
Clerk of Council 



































































































File Attachments for Item:

3. Pat Leiby:  Racial Equity Resolution



My name is Patricia Leiby and I live at 812 Butler Avenue. With me is Carol Nathan 
who lives at 17 Meddin Avenue. We are both registered voters and full time 
residents. Today, we are here representing The Tybee MLK Human Rights 
Organization, with a letter addressed to: 

The Honorable Shirley Sessions, Mayor of Tybee Island and to Council Members 
John Brannigan, Barry Brown, Jay Burke, Nancy DeVetter, Spec Hosti, and Monty 
Parks. 

Dear Mayor Sessions and Councilmembers, 

On behalf of The Tybee MLK Human Rights Organization and the other concerned 
citizens of Tybee, we thank you for passing the Resolution for Racial Equity at the 
July 9, 2020 Council Meeting. Many of Tybee’s citizens, as well as members of 
Tybee MLK, worked together with Councilmember DeVetter, and other 
Councilmembers, to craft this resolution. Our desire is to help foster a better 
Tybee for all of us – residents and visitors alike. 

 While we can’t change the past, we can work together to make known a more 
complete knowledge of Tybee history. We can resolve to contribute to a future 
that will bring honor to our small piece of paradise – our Island home. 

With endeavors of the magnitude as outlined in the Resolution, it will take all of us, 
working together, to further this project along both now, and in the coming years. 
You have given us a challenge, and opportunity, to become bearers of hope in this 
historic time. The journey to be a model of hope for others has already begun. Our 
Resolution is being used as a model for a city as far away as upper New York State. 

 We will live up to the trust that you have given us. 

Sincerely, 

The Tybee MLK Human Rights Organization 

Copies of this letter have been given to Ms. LeViner for the minutes and for each 
Council Member, the Mayor, Dr. Gillen, Mr. Hughes, and Mr. Shaw. 


	appIS0a1950d8993744fcb19895697f1eba49
	appIS31a2c237c2e9465e81d82acf1d2a2a00
	appIS4b719ac49d3642c99a7c149053878efc
	appISafc9503edda842639d97f40cff74dc93
	appIS18d0dad252834756a9d992317624b945
	appISa56bf94f7673476a92eed7d7402493d7
	appIS8c0be15128a8464c875670ad61055e48
	appISb45f7384b7a446d5b79991a80dabd058
	appIS6925040dd16447f4b76f10106f558d07
	appIS60007141c91943ab9f3329891970bc27
	appIS8ced05bd0bbe42bd8198c6d50d50ac15
	appISfd2cb56b7f8b492dba7bcd22fff020e4
	appIScad9d8e6fc874a5ebf61a44b60e02b61
	appIS20ee2798728b42d39b2c2eb7b8251773
	appIS3416fbf405d54052bb8b4c800ab1abbc
	appIS3675c28e1d0b42e5b1af1df238d80bf3
	appISab320a8f948045479397b2ece7eaa12b
	appISa6af481acd514418a1dfe0fbfa2b9f32
	appIS206b83e63298460ea7b2682907660eac
	appIS503ef83986b54319bd9656c0fa469c5f
	appIS3a9e072461aa4ae8aee63d34b3e53c7f
	appIS0a9336261658449a833efc85bbeb72e5

