
 

 

 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors 
City of Texarkana, Arkansas 

216 Walnut Street 

Agenda - Monday, July 07, 2025 - 6:00 PM 

 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call 

Invocation  given by Assistant Mayor Laney Harris  

Pledge of Allegiance led by City Clerk Heather Soyars 

CITIZEN COMMUNICATION 

A limit of five (5) minutes per person is allotted for citizens to express their concerns to the 

Board of Directors, with a maximum of fifty (50) minutes reserved for Citizens 

Communication.   

Please fill out a Citizen Communication Card with your name and contact information for the 

City Clerk's records. 

PRESENTATION(S) 

1. Presentation of the City of Texarkana, Arkansas Employee Service Awards. (ADMIN)  

CONSENT 

2. Approval of the minutes of the regular meeting June 16, 2025. (CCD) City Clerk Heather 

Soyars 

3. Adopt a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into a contract for the purchase of 

chemicals for water and wastewater treatment. (TWU) Executive Director Gary Smith 

REGULAR 

4. Adopt an Ordinance to abandon a portion of the right-of-way along East 49th Street pertaining 

to the property addressed 200 East 49th Street. (Ward 4) (PWD-Planning) City Planner Jamie 

Finley     

BOARD OF DIRECTORS' COMMENTARY 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

NEXT MEETING DATE: Monday, July 21, 2025 



 

ADJOURN 

 

2025 City Calendar 

Gateway Farmers Market - Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday - 7AM-12PM 

 Pickle Fest Texarkana - Saturday - September 13th 

 

Texarkana Rec Center Calendar 

Live to the Beat - 9AM-10AM - Monday through Friday 

Ageless Grace - Mondays & Thursdays – 2PM - 3PM 

The Fabric Shop - Thursdays - 8AM - 2PM 

Quilters - Fridays - 9AM - 3PM  

Gym Open - Daily - 3PM - 5PM 

Dance Fitness - Tuesdays - 6PM & Saturdays - 11AM 

  



 

CITY OF TEXARKANA, AR 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA TITLE: Presentation of the City of Texarkana, Arkansas Employee Service 

Awards. (ADMIN)  

AGENDA DATE: July 7, 2025 

ITEM TYPE: Ordinance☐  Resolution☐  Other☒: Presentation 

DEPARTMENT: City Clerk Department 

PREPARED BY: Heather Soyars, City Clerk 

REQUEST: Presentation of employee service awards. 

EMERGENCY CLAUSE: N/A 

SUMMARY: 

 

 

 

 

Employee Service Awards: 

 

Kaleb Lee TAFD 5 Years 

Teresa Akard TWU 35 Years 

   
 

EXPENSE REQUIRED: N/A 

AMOUNT BUDGETED: N/A 

APPROPRIATION 

REQUIRED: 

N/A 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

N/A 

EXHIBITS: None 

 



 

CITY OF TEXARKANA, AR 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA TITLE: Approval of the minutes of the regular meeting June 16, 2025. (CCD) 

City Clerk Heather Soyars 

AGENDA DATE: July 7, 2025 

ITEM TYPE: Ordinance☐  Resolution☐  Other☒: Minutes 

DEPARTMENT: City Clerk Department 

PREPARED BY: Heather Soyars, City Clerk 

REQUEST: Approval of meeting minutes. 

EMERGENCY CLAUSE: N/A 

SUMMARY: Approval of meeting minutes 

EXPENSE REQUIRED: N/A 

AMOUNT BUDGETED: N/A 

APPROPRIATION 

REQUIRED: 

N/A 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

The City Clerk recommends Board approval. 

EXHIBITS: Meeting minutes. 

 



 

 

 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors 
City of Texarkana, Arkansas 

216 Walnut Street 

Minutes - Monday, June 16, 2025 - 6:00 PM 

 

 

Mayor Allen Brown called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. 

PRESENT: Mayor Allen Brown, Ward 1 Director Terry Roberts, Assistant Mayor Ward 2 Laney 

Harris, Ward 3 Director Steven Hollibush, Ward 4 Director Ulysses Brewer, Ward 5 Director 

Danny Jewell, and Ward 6 Director Steve Smith.   

ALSO, PRESENT: City Manager Tyler Richards and Deputy City Clerk Jenny Narens.   

ABSENT: City Attorney Josh Potter and City Clerk Heather Soyars. 

Invocation given by Director Terry Roberts. 

Pledge of Allegiance led by Building Manager Larry Vaden. 

CITIZEN COMMUNICATION 

Brinder Bursey, 3720 County Avenue, read her own personal observations with reference to the 

City.    

Cecil Cox, 1305 Couch Street, spoke about the Iron Mountain Community. 

*Director Steve Smith entered the Board Room at 6:07 PM.* 

James May, 1716 Pearl Street, wanted help with the dilapidated houses on either side of him.  

Mr. Jameson, 219 Charles Street, asked if the City could come and clean out the ditches.  He also 

said his son hit a pothole and messed up his tire and rim.  

LeeDell Robertson, asked for help within the Iron Mountain Community with Tri-State.  

Jody Henderson, 4508 East Street, wanted to see if she could have extra time to fix the house 

located at 1710 Pearl Street. 

Sang Huynh, 207 Baden, spoke about her property on Pearl Street.  

A citizen spoke about the potholes around town, the problems they had with Tri-State, and Ms. 

Sang doesn’t want anyone in trouble so that is why she did not call the police on her renters.  



 

CONSENT 

Director Roberts moved to adopt the Consent agenda, Seconded by Director Brewer. The motion 

carried and the following items were approved:  

1. Approval of the minutes of the regular meeting June 2, 2025. (CCD) City Clerk Heather 

Soyars 

2. Resolution No. 2025-58 sets the date for a public hearing concerning the abandonment of a 

portion of right-of-way along East 49th Street related to the property addressed 200 East 49th 

Street. (Ward 4) (PWD-Planning) City Planner Jamie Finley     

*Director Smith left the Board Room at 6:48 PM.* 

*Director Smith came back into the Board Room at 6:50 PM.* 

REGULAR 

3. Consider the following action concerning two (2) substandard structures:  

Conduct a Public Hearing regarding the condemnation of substandard structures.  

Mayor Brown opened the Public Hearing.  

Assistant Public Works Director Roger Douglas gave a brief presentation regarding the nuisance 

properties.  

Mayor Brown closed the Public Hearing.  

Resolution No. 2025-59 condemned two (2) substandard structures. (PWD) Assistant Public 

Works Director Roger Douglas  

The motion to adopt the resolution made by Director Roberts, Seconded by Director Smith.  

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Assistant Mayor Harris, Director Hollibush, Director 

Brewer, Director Jewell, and Director Smith.  

The motion carried 7-0 and the Mayor declared the resolution adopted.  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS' COMMENTARY 

Director Jewell asked when the company would be in town to help with the potholes and how long 

it would take.  

Director Brewer asked City Manager Tyler Richards how much it would cost to pave all the City 

roads. 

City Manager Tyler Richards said roughly it would cost $100 million to pave all the City roads. 

Director Roberts asked Mayor Brown if the City could start working on the budget now to make 

certain the Public Safety Departments receive their funding.  

Mayor Brown said there would not be an influx in the City’s revenues, so the City would need to 

look at different bonds. 



 

Assistant Mayor Harris gave a brief recap of the roads and ditches that need to be repaired in Ward 

2.  

NEXT MEETING DATE: Monday, July 7, 2025 

ADJOURN 

Motion to adjourn made by Director Smith, Seconded by Director Roberts. 

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Assistant Mayor Harris, Director Hollibush, Director 

Brewer, Director Jewell, and Director Smith. 

The motion carried 7-0 and the meeting adjourned at 7:28 PM. 

APPROVED on this 7th day of July 2025. 

 

 

____________________________ 

Laney Harris, Assistant Mayor 

 

 

____________________________ 

Heather Soyars, City Clerk 

 

 

 



 

CITY OF TEXARKANA, AR 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA TITLE: Adopt a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into a contract 

for the purchase of chemicals for water and wastewater treatment. 

(TWU) Executive Director Gary Smith 

AGENDA DATE: July 7, 2025 

ITEM TYPE: Ordinance☐  Resolution☒  Other☐:  

DEPARTMENT: Texarkana Water Utilities 

PREPARED BY: Gary Smith, P.E, Executive Director 

REQUEST: Resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into a contract for the 

purchase of chemicals for water and wastewater treatment. 

EMERGENCY CLAUSE: None needed. 

SUMMARY: Resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into a contract for the 

purchase of chemicals for water and wastewater treatment, with 

budgeted funds, for fiscal year 2025-2026.  Bids were advertised, and 

thirty-seven chemical specification packages were requested and mailed 

to prospective bidders in June.  Bids were received and opened at 2:00 

PM, June 10, 2025, on the following chemicals required for water and 

wastewater treatment for FY 2025-2026: Sulphur Dioxide, HTH (100# 

containers), Caustic Soda (bulk), Liquid Chlorine, Aluminum Sulfate, 

Liquid Polymer, Anhydrous Ammonia, and Ortho-Polyphosphate. 

EXPENSE REQUIRED: Not to exceed amount budgeted in FY 2025-2026 budget. 

AMOUNT BUDGETED: To be approved in FY 2025-2026 budget. 

APPROPRIATION 

REQUIRED: 

None. 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

Recommendations are for the low bid price per unit, from the listed 

vendors as shown on the bid tabulation sheet (ATTH 01), in an aggregate 

amount not to exceed the amount budgeted in the Texarkana Water 

Utilities, Departments 410, 420, 490, 520, 530 and 540 Operating Fund 

Budgets for FY 2024-2025. 

EXHIBITS: ATTH 01 Chemical Bid Tabulation Sheet. 

 



RESOLUTION NO.   _________ 

WHEREAS, Texarkana Water Utilities advertised for bids for chemicals for water 

and wastewater treatment and the low bid price per unit is shown on the attached bid 

tabulation sheet; and 

 WHEREAS, the Utility staff recommends acceptance of these bids, provided the 

aggregate amount does not exceed the amounts approved in the FY2025-2026 Budget; and   

 WHEREAS, the authorization for this expenditure meets all bidding requirements; 

and  

 WHEREAS, the City Manager and Utility staff recommend Board approval; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Directors of the City 

of Texarkana, Arkansas, that the City Manager is authorized to enter into contracts for the 

purchase of the chemicals with the suppliers for the corresponding low bids as specifically 

set forth on the attached tabulation, provided that the aggregate amounts do not exceed the 

amounts approved in the FY2025-2026 Budget. 

 PASSED AND APPROVED this 7th day of July 2025.   

 

  

      ______________________________ 

           Laney Harris, Assistant Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Heather Soyars, City Clerk  

 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Joshua L. Potter, City Attorney 



TABULATION OF BIDS -  June 10, 2025

FY 2025-2026 CHEMICAL BIDS

CHEMICAL COMPANY
BID FY    

2026

COST FY 

2025

BIDS 

RECEIVED

BIDS 

REQUESTED

Sulphur Dioxide

PVS DX, Inc.                          

1919 San Jacintoport Blvd 

Houston, TX.  77015      

$2274.00      

Per Ton

$2299.00           

Per Ton
1 36

CHEMICAL COMPANY
BID FY    

2026

COST FY 

2025

BIDS 

RECEIVED

BIDS 

REQUESTED

HTH (100# 

Containers)

Harcros Chemicals, Inc.    

1011 Jack Wells Blvd       

Shreveport, LA.  71107

$3.850                

Per Pound

$3.35               

Per Pound
1 36

CHEMICAL COMPANY
BID FY    

2026

COST FY 

2025

BIDS 

RECEIVED

BIDS 

REQUESTED

Caustic Soda 

(Bulk) Liquid 

Weight

Petra Chemical Company, LLC         

P.O. Box 24600                        

Houston, TX.  77229                

$.1969      

$.2360      

$.2430      

$.2525           

$.2148                        

Per Wet 

Pound

4 36

CHEMICAL COMPANY
BID FY    

2026

COST FY 

2025

BIDS 

RECEIVED

BIDS 

REQUESTED

Liquid Chlorine

PVS DX, Inc.                          

1919 San Jacintoport Blvd 

Houston, TX.  77015      

$2139.00       

Per Ton

$2257.00         

Per Ton
1 36

 

CHEMICAL COMPANY
BID FY    

2026

COST FY 

2025

BIDS 

RECEIVED

BIDS 

REQUESTED

Aluminum 

Sulfate

Chemtrade Chemicals US LLC               

90 East Halsey Rd.                            

Parisppany, NJ.  07054

$380.90     

$390.00     

$414.00     

$591.25      

per dry ton

$366.85          

Per Dry Ton
4 36

CHEMICAL COMPANY
BID FY    

2026

COST FY 

2025

BIDS 

RECEIVED

BIDS 

REQUESTED

Ortho-

Polyphosphate   

Drums

Hawkins, Inc.                        

2381 Rosegate                 

Roseville, MN.  55113

$.98       

$1.18       

Per Pound

$.96        Per 

Pound
2 36

CHEMICAL COMPANY
BID FY    

2026

COST FY 

2025

BIDS 

RECEIVED

BIDS 

REQUESTED

Liquid Polymer 

WTP

Polydyne, Inc.                           

1 Chemical Plant Rd          

Riceboro, GA.  31323

$13.14      

Per Gallon

$12.441     

Per Gallon
1 36

CHEMICAL COMPANY
BID FY    

2026

COST FY 

2025

BIDS 

RECEIVED

BIDS 

REQUESTED

Liquid Polymer 

WWTP

Polydyne, Inc.                           

1 Chemical Plant Rd          

Riceboro, GA.  31323

$13.158      

Per Gallon

$12.47    Per 

Gallon
1 36

 

CHEMICAL PURCHASES PROJECTED FOR THE PERIOD OCTOBER 1, 2025 - SEPTEMBER 30, 2026

Anhydrous 



 

CITY OF TEXARKANA, AR 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA TITLE: Adopt an Ordinance to abandon a portion of the right-of-way along East 

49th Street pertaining to the property addressed 200 East 49th Street. 

(Ward 4) (PWD-Planning) City Planner Jamie Finley     

AGENDA DATE: July 7, 2025 

ITEM TYPE: Ordinance☒  Resolution☐  Other☐:  

DEPARTMENT: PWD-Planning  

PREPARED BY: Jamie Finley, City Planner 

REQUEST: Adopt an ordinance to abandon a portion of the right-of-way along East 

49th pertaining to the property addressed 200 East 49th. 

EMERGENCY CLAUSE: N/A 

SUMMARY: The Planning Commission voted on March 22, 2025, to approve the 

abandonment of a portion of the right-of-way along East 49th pertaining 

to the property addressed 200 East 49th.  On June 16, the Board of 

Directors voted to set July 7, 2025, as the public hearing date for said 

request.  The applicant wishes to develop the property into a gas station 

and convenience store.  The applicant has agreed to maintain a utility 

easement through the abandoned property. 

EXPENSE REQUIRED: 0 

AMOUNT BUDGETED: 0 

APPROPRIATION 

REQUIRED: 

0 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

Staff recommends approval  

EXHIBITS: Ordinance, Site Plan, Memo to City Manager 

 



ORDINANCE NO.   _________ 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE 

VACATION AND ABANDONMENT OF AN 

UNDEVELOPED RIGHT-OF-WAY ALONG EAST 

49TH STREET, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

 
WHEREAS, a petition was duly filed with the Board of Directors of the City of 

Texarkana, Arkansas, asking that the Board vacate and abandon the following described 

undeveloped right-of-way along East 49th Street related to the property addressed at 200 

East 49th Street (Ward 4): 

 

Block 1, part of lot 2 and part of lot 7 of Foreman and Wood, Miller 

County, Texarkana, Arkansas, and containing. 306 acres more or less.    

 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission met on March 22, 2025, and certified 

recommendation to abandon the proposed right-of-way with a vote of 4-0 in favor with 

three absent; and  

WHEREAS, after due notice as required by law, the Board of Directors conducted 

a public hearing and heard all persons desiring to be heard on the question, and has 

ascertained that the undeveloped right-of-way described above has not been actually used 

by the public for a period of at least five (5) years subsequent to the filing of the plat, and 

that public interest and welfare will not be adversely affected by the abandonment of such 

right-of-way;  

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Board of Directors of the City 

of Texarkana, Arkansas: 

 

 Section 1:  The City of Texarkana, Arkansas, hereby releases, vacates, and 

abandons all of its rights, together with the rights of public generally, in and to undeveloped 

portion of the right-of-way along East 49th Street related to the property addressed at 200 

East 49th Street, and more specifically described as Block 1, part of lot 2 and part of lot 7 

of Foreman and Wood, Miller County, Texarkana, Arkansas.  



 Section 2:  A copy of this ordinance duly certified by the City Clerk, shall be 

filed in the office of the recorder of Miller County, Arkansas, and recorded in the deed 

records of the County.   
  

PASSED AND APPROVED this 7th day of July 2025.   

 

      

 _________________________________ 

       Laney Harris, Assistant Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Heather Soyars, City Clerk  

 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Joshua L. Potter, City Attorney 
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CITY OF TEXARKANA ARKANSAS 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
216 WALNUT ST 71854-6024 
P O BOX 2711 TEXARKANA ARKANSAS 75504-2711 
PHONE (870) 779-4971 – FAX (870) 773-2395 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: Tyler Richards, City Manager 
  
FROM: Jamie Finley, City Planner 
  
DATE:  June 18, 2025 

 
SUBJECT:  Board of Directors Agenda item for 7/7/2025. Request to abandon 

a portion of the right-of-way along East 49th related to the property 
addressed 200 East 49th. 
 

LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION: 
 

Block 1, part of lot 2 and part of lot 7 of Foreman and Wood, Miller 
County, Texarkana AR and containing .306 acres more or less.  

 
REASON FOR 
REQUEST: 

The applicant wishes to construct a convenience store and gas 
station on this property and would like to increase the commercial 
footprint of the property.  Applicant is aware of the existence of the 
utilities through the right-of-way and is agreeable to an easement.  
The drainage plan has been reviewed and approved. 
 

 
EXISTING LAND 
USES: 
 

Site:     ROW 
North:  Interstate 30 
East:    Commercial 
South:  Commercial 
West:   Commercial (Texas) 

  
EXISTING ZONING: Site:      C3 Open Display Commercial  

North:    C3 Open Display Commercial  
East:     C3 Open Display Commercial  
South:   C3 Open Display Commercial 
West:    Texas  
 

 



 
 
 

 

COMPATIBILITY 
WITH EXISTING 
ZONING: 
 

The property addressed 200 East 49th is designated in the 
comprehensive plan as Mixed Use Highway.  This zone is described 
as  including high intensity commercial uses oriented for highway 
traffic and/or visibility and acknowledges existing conventional, 
large-scale commercial development patterns.  Surrounding areas 
are commercial properties.  Planned use is in keeping with the 
comprehensive plan. 

UTILITIES & TRANSPORTATION NETWORK: 
  

Utilities: 
 
Responses from utility companies when asked if they objected to 
the abandonment request or requested an easement: 
 
Summit – Brandon Brooks, June 16, 2025 
    “Ok we have a Mainline that runs on that easement. We have  
     issue with this then . “  They are agreeable to a utility easement. 
 
Southwest Arkansas Telephone – Nathan Hyman, June 3, 2025 
     “Southwest Arkansas Telephone Co-op has no issues here.” 
 
AEP – Sent three request.  No response. 
 
REA – David McDowell, 06/16/25 
      “This will be out of Southwest Arkansas Electric territory.” 
 
Windstream – Brandon McCormick, June 16, 2025 
      “Windstream does have cable placed in this easement .     
       Abandonment would not be in our best interest.”  They are 
       agreeable to a utility easement. 
 
Cableone/Sparklight  – Joe Langley, June 16, 2025 
     “We do not have any lines in that section of the ROW.” 
 
TWU –  Gary Smith, June 5, 2025 
     “ The Utility does not object to the abandonment of the ROW’s   

     shown if a minimum 20’ utility easement is retained over our   

     water main.” 

 
Ritter Communications – Sent three request.  No response. 
 
Transportation: 
          East 49th – Local street 
          Laurel – Local street 
 



 
 
 

 

  
CONFORMANCE WITH APPLICABLE ORDINANCES AND/OR STATE STATUTES: 
 
 The Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated (14-56-422B) requires the 

following – “All plans, recommended ordinances, and regulations 
shall be adopted through the following procedure for adoption of 
plans and regulations: 
 

(1)  (A) The Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing on  
       the plans, ordinances, and regulations proposed under this  
       subchapter. 
 

 (B)  Notice of public hearing shall be published in a  
 newspaper of general circulation in the city, at least (1) time  
 fifteen days prior to the hearing. 

 
(2)  Following the public hearing, proposed plans may be 

 adopted, and proposed ordinance and regulations may be 
 recommended as presented, or in modified form, by a  
 majority vote of the entire commission.   

 
(3)  Following it adoption of plans and recommendation of 

 ordinances and regulations, the commission shall certify 
 adopted plans of recommended ordinances of and 
 regulations to the legislative body of the city for its adoption. 

 
(4) The legislative body of the city may return the plans and 

recommended ordinances and regulations to the 
commission for further study or rectification, or, by a majority 
vote of the entire membership, may, by ordinance or 
resolution, adopt the plans and recommended ordinances or 
regulations submitted by the commission.  However, nothing 
in this subchapter shall be construed to limit the city board’s 
authority to recall the ordinances and resolutions by a vote 
of a majority of the council. 

  
(5)  Following adoption by the legislative body, the adopted    

            plans, ordinances, and regulations shall be filed in the  
            office of the City Clerk.  The City Clerk shall file, with the 
            county recorder of the counties in which territorial 
            jurisdiction is being exercised such plans, ordinances, and 
            regulations as pertain to the territory beyond the corporate  
            limits.  
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 

ROW abandonments do not require additional notification as all 
adjacent property owners are petitioners.   

   
OPPOSITION: None  

 
PLANNING COMMISSION CERTIFICATION: 
 
The Planning Commission met on March 22, 2022 and certified recommendation to 
abandon the right-of-way described previously in this document under “Legal Description”.  
A motion was made by Commissioner Cori Mobbs and seconded by Commissioner Jason 
Dupree.  Motion passed with a roll call vote of 4-0, with three absent.   
  

Anderson Neal, Chairperson          Absent 
Anita Pickett                                    Absent 
Cori Mobbs                                     Yes 
Chris Owens                                   Absent 
Jason Dupree                                 Yes   
Randall Hickerson                          Yes 
Boots Thomas                                 Yes 

  
BOARD ACTION 
REQUESTED: 

 

  
 Planning Commission request Board of Directors to approve the 

abandonment of the previously described right-of-way. 
 

 To abandon the ROW, the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated 
requires every ordinance to be read three times before adoption.  
These three readings may all occur at the same meeting or at the 
second and third subsequent meetings after the first reading of the 
ordinance.   
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