
 

 

 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors 
City of Texarkana, Arkansas 

216 Walnut Street 

Agenda - Monday, April 05, 2021 - 6:00 PM 

 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call 

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance given by Director Barbara Miner 

PRESENTATION 

Texarkana Water Utilities billing update given by Executive Director JD Phillips. 

CONSENT 

1. Approval of the minutes of the regular meeting March 15, 2021.  (CCD) 

2. Adopt a Resolution to set the date for a public hearing to be held on April 19, 2021, concerning 

a request for a right-of-way abandonment for the undeveloped section on George Avenue. 

(PWD-Planning) City Planner Mary Beck 

3. Adopt a Resolution to set the date for a public hearing to be held on April 19, 2021, concerning 

a request for a right-of-way abandonment for the undeveloped section on Marietta Street.  

(PWD-Planning) City Planner Mary Beck 

4. Adopt a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into a contract for the Millwood 

Water Treatment Plant Valve Replacement Project (TWU) 

5. Adopt a Resolution for the purchase of a new fire pumper apparatus.  (TAFD) Fire Chief 

David Fletcher  

6. Adopt a Resolution to approve the 2021 Bi-State Justice Building (Bi-State) Budget and 

amend the General Fund Budget to include contribution to the Bi-State Fund.  (FIN) Finance 

Director TyRohonda Henderson  

REGULAR 

7. Adopt an Ordinance to rezone 3211 Preston Street from M-2 general manufacturing zone to 

R-4 medium density residential zone to develop dwellings.  (PWD-Planning) City Planner 

Mary Beck 

8. Adopt an Ordinance to rezone 1619 Lincoln Street from C-1 general retail commercial zone 

to R-4 medium density residential zone to develop dwellings. (PWD-Planning) City Planner 

Mary Beck   
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9. Adopt an Ordinance to amend the City of Texarkana, Arkansas Public Employee Retirement 

System (TAPERS) plan document.  (FIN) TyRhonda Henderson  

An emergency clause is requested. An emergency clause requires a separate and distinct 

vote of the board and is valid only if there is a two-thirds vote of approval by the Board. 

CITIZEN COMMUNICATION 

A limit of five (5) minutes per person is allotted for citizens to express their concerns to the 

Board of Directors, with a maximum of fifty (50) minutes reserved for Citizens 

Communication.   The Board of Directors cannot respond to citizens’ concerns during this time. 

Be respectful of the Board of Directors, city staff, and the public by refraining from abusive 

conduct, personal charges, or verbal attacks. 

NEXT MEETING DATE:  Monday, April 15, 2021 

ADJOURN 
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CITY OF TEXARKANA, AR 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA TITLE: Approval of the minutes of the regular meeting March 15, 2021.  (CCD) 

AGENDA DATE: April 5, 2021 

ITEM TYPE: Ordinance☐  Resolution☐  Other☒: Minutes 

DEPARTMENT: City Clerk Department 

PREPARED BY: Heather Soyars, City Clerk 

REQUEST: Approval of meeting minutes. 

EMERGENCY CLAUSE: N/A 

SUMMARY: Approval of meeting minutes 

EXPENSE REQUIRED: N/A 

AMOUNT BUDGETED: N/A 

APPROPRIATION 

REQUIRED: 

N/a 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

The City Clerk recommends Board approval. 

EXHIBITS: Meeting minutes. 

 



 

 

 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors 
City of Texarkana, Arkansas 

216 Walnut Street 

Minutes - Monday, March 15, 2021 - 6:00 PM 

 

 

Mayor Brown called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. 

PRESENT: Mayor Allen Brown, Ward 1 Director Terry Roberts, Ward 2 Director Laney Harris, 

Assistant Mayor Ward 3 Director Steven Hollibush, Ward 4 Director Ulysses Brewer, Ward 5 

Director Barbara Miner and Ward 6 Director Jeff Hart. 

ALSO, PRESENT: City Manager Dr. Kenny Haskin, City Attorney George Matteson, and City 

Clerk Heather Soyars. 

ABSENT: Deputy City Clerk Jenny Narens. 

The Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance was given by Director Brewer. 

CONSENT 

Director Harris requested item 2. Adopt a Resolution to accept the 2020 Audit Engagement Letter 

prepared by the accounting firm BKD, LLP. (FIN), be removed from the Consent agenda for 

discussion. 

Director Hart made the motion to adopt the Consent agenda, Seconded by Assistant Mayor 

Hollibush.  The motion carried and the following items were approved: 

1. Approval of the minutes of the regular meeting March 1, 2021.  (CCD) 

3. Resolution No. 2021-14 appointed Dara Cornett to the Texarkana, Arkansas Public Employee 

Retirement System (TAPERS) Committee. (CCD) 

REGULAR 

2. Resolution No. 2021-15 accepted the 2020 Audit Engagement Letter prepared by the 

accounting firm BKD, LLP. (FIN) 

Director Harris said he wanted to save the City money by having the State Legislative Audit 

conduct the City audit.  He said Texarkana, Arkansas schools and Miller County both use the State 

Audit.   

Finance Director TyRhonda Henderson said the State would not provide a Comprehensive Annual 

Financial Report (CAFR) which was needed for grants, bond rating and to borrow funds.   



 

Director Hart asked if the audit satisfied state and federal requirements. 

Finance Director TyRhonda Henderson said yes.  There were three separate fees in this audit. The 

one-year engagement increased 5% from 2019 to 2020, plus additional fees up to $8,000 for the 

implementation of GASB 84 and $5,000 for anticipated on major program audited under Uniform 

Guidance. 

Mayor Brown asked if those services were available with the State Legislative Audit.   

Finance Director TyRhonda Henderson said the State Legislative Audit would only be able to 

perform a portion of the audit, and the other portions would have to be done by different firms.  

She said it would be pieced together and complicated. 

Director Brewer asked what the timeline was for submittal. 

Finance Director TyRhonda Henderson said there would be a delay due to the cyber threat last 

year. 

Director Miner made the motion to approve the resolution, Seconded by Director Brewer. 

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Assistant Mayor Hollibush, Director Brewer, 

Director Miner, and Director Hart.   

Voting Nay: Director Harris. 

The motion carried 6-1 and the Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 

CITIZEN COMMUNICATION 

Mike Malone, Chamber of Commerce, announced the Chamber was hosting an interview with 

Congressman Bruce Westerman on Thursday, March 18, 2021.  He said the Metropolitan 

Statistical Area deadline for comments would this Friday, March 19, 2021.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The Board entered Executive Session at 6:22 PM. 

The Board reconvened at 6:50 PM.   

No action was taken. 

NEXT MEETING DATE: Monday, April 5, 2021 

ADJOURN 

Motion to adjourn made by Director Hart, Seconded by Director Roberts. 

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Assistant Mayor Hollibush, Director 

Brewer, Director Miner, and Director Hart.   

The meeting adjourned at 6:51 PM. 

 



 

APPROVED this the 5th day of April, 2021. 

 

______________________________ 

Allen L. Brown, Mayor 

 

 

 

____________________________ 

Heather Soyars, City Clerk 

 

 



 

CITY OF TEXARKANA, AR 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA TITLE: Adopt a Resolution to set the date for a public hearing to be held on April 

19, 2021, concerning a request for a right-of-way abandonment for the 

undeveloped section on George Avenue. (PWD-Planning) City Planner 

Mary Beck 

AGENDA DATE: 04/05/2021 

ITEM TYPE: Ordinance☐  Resolution☐  Other☒: Set a public hearing date 

DEPARTMENT: Public Works/Planning 

PREPARED BY: Mary Beck 

REQUEST: Set a date for a right of way abandonment hearing 

EMERGENCY CLAUSE: None requested  

SUMMARY: Unused undeveloped dedicated right of way named George Avenue has 

been petitioned to vacate 

EXPENSE REQUIRED: N/A 

AMOUNT BUDGETED: N/A 

APPROPRIATION 

REQUIRED: 

N/A 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

Set a date of April 19, 2021, to adopt an ordinance to vacate George 

Avenue.   

EXHIBITS: Memo to City Manager, petition, deeds, supporting documents for 

authorization of signatures.   

 



RESOLUTION NO. ______ 

WHEREAS, Michael J. Martin and Rhonda G. Moses, being joined on the petition 

by adjacent property owners of Miller County Public Water District and ART 

MORTGAGE BORROWER PROPCO 2006-3 L. P., a Delaware limited partnership, have 

petitioned the City for a right-of-way abandonment of the undeveloped portion of George 

Avenue lying between Lot 6 of Block 1 and Lots 1 and 7 of Block 4 of the WESTBROOK 

SUBDIVISION of Texarkana, Miller County, Arkansas, and being approximately 30’ in 

width and 193.3’ in length, of approximately .1331 acres more or less and being shown on 

that plat recorded in Book MPB, Page 195, of the Real Estate and Plat Records Miller 

County, Arkansas;  

WHEREAS, A.C.A. 14-301-301 to 14-301-306 provides for a public hearing prior 

to abandonment of public right-of-way; and 

WHEREAS, the City Manager and staff recommend approval:   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the City 

of Texarkana, Arkansas, that a public hearing to receive comments regarding the petition 

to concerning the right-of-way abandonment is set for April 19, 2021.  

PASSED AND APPROVED this 5th day of April, 2021. 

 

_____________________________ 

Allen L. Brown, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

________________________________ 

Heather Soyars, City Clerk 

 

APPROVED: 

 

________________________________ 

George Matteson, City Attorney 
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CITY OF TEXARKANA ARKANSAS 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
216 WALNUT ST 71854-6024 
P O BOX 2711 TEXARKANA ARKANSAS 75504-2711 
PHONE (870) 779-4971 – FAX (870) 773-2395 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: Dr. Kenny Haskin 
  
FROM: Mary L. Beck, City Planner 
  
DATE:  March 12, 2021  

 
SUBJECT:  Board of Directors Agenda item for 04-05-2021 Vacating right-of-

way (ROW) Petition by Michael J. Martin & Rhonda G. Moses, 
et.al., 3903 Genoa Road, Texarkana, AR 71854-9311 to abandon 
the remainder of George Avenue, a dedicated, unused, 
undeveloped street platted. 
 

LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION: 
 

The remaining portion of George Avenue is 193.3’ long, running 
west to east & 30’ wide containing .133 acres more or less. The 
ROW ends at Stallion Drive.  On the north side it borders Lot No. 
6, block 1, WESTBROOK SUBDIVISION & a tract of land owned 
by Miller County Water district.  On the south side it borders the 
north side of Lot No. 1 & Lot No. 7, Block 4, of the same 
subdivision.   

 
REASON FOR 
REQUEST: 

The Right of Way (ROW) originally was platted as part of the 
WESTBROOK SUBDIVISION outside the City.  Although most of 
the original subdivision was abandoned prior to annexation, part of 
it was amended into WESTBROOK REVISED SUBDIVISION that 
excluded the remainder of George Avenue and several lots.  The 
initial petitioner has purchased land on both sides of the right of 
way and wants to utilize the land to construct two dwellings for 
their family use.  Miller County Water District and Americold were 
invited to join the petition in order to avoid an orphaned portion of 
right of way.   

 
EXISTING LAND 
USES: 
 

Site: ROW 
North: residential and Miller County Water District building 
East: vacant & residence 
South: vacant 
West: Americold refrigeration plant 
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EXISTING ZONING: Site: R-1 Rural residential  

North: R-1 Rural residential 
East: R-1 Rural residential 
South: R-1 Rural residential  
West: M-1 Limited manufacturing and R-1 Rural residential 

 
COMPATIBILITY 
WITH EXISTING 
ZONING: 
 

The industrial plant located to the west of the ROW has been 
contacted to insure they would be a party to the petition for the 
abandonment and that it would not impact their access or 
operations. After consulting their legal department, the petition 
was signed by Jay Herron, their authorized representative.  
Attached is also an email from Wayne Bryant who sent a scan of 
the petition he signed as the Miller County Water District president 
after authorization by his board.   
 

UTILITIES & TRANSPORTATION NETWORK: 
  

This property is currently zoned R-1 Rural residential and has no 
utilities located in the ROW and there are no indications from 
records available it has ever been utilized nor is it now planned to 
be utilized for utility lines. It has never been developed as part of 
the transportation system and dead ends into Stallion Drive, a 
local street that is little used and is about four (4) blocks in length.     
 
Responses from utility companies when asked if they objected to 
the abandonment request or requested an easement had no 
objections and no easements were requested: 
 
Miller County Water district – NA (co-petitioner). 
 
Centerpoint Energy – Brandon D. Brooks, November 30, 2020: 
“We have nothing on that easement.  We are good with the 
abandonment.” 
 
AEP Swepco – Cabe C. Bonner, December 10, 2020: 
 “I do not see any existing or future reason SWEPCO would object to 
abandoning the ROW.” 

 
Windstream – Michael A. Latham, February 22, 2021:   
“I don’t see any issue with abandoning the ROW as we are not going to 
build FAC in that location.” 
 
 
Cableone/Sparklight  – Rick Syphers, December 2, 2020: 
“CableOne/Sparklight has no objection.” 
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TWU – J.D. Phillips, December 1, 2020: 
“The piece of property that will be affected by the abandonment of 
George Avenue is owned by the Miller County Public Water Authority. 
Their president is Wayne Bryant.”  

  
CONFORMANCE WITH APPLICABLE ORDINANCES AND/OR STATE STATUTES: 
 
 The Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated (14-56-422B) requires the 

following – “All plans, recommended ordinances, and regulations 
shall be adopted through the following procedure for adoption of 
plans and regulations: 
 

(1)  
(A) The Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing on 
the plans, ordinances, and regulations proposed under this 
subchapter. 

 
(B)  Notice of public hearing shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the city, at least (1) time 
fifteen days prior to the hearing. 

(2) 
 
Following the public hearing, proposed plans may be 
adopted, and proposed ordinance and regulations may be 
recommended as presented, or in modified form, by a 
majority vote of the entire commission.   

(3) 
 
Following it adoption of plans and recommendation of 
ordinances and regulations, the commission shall certify 
adopted plans of recommended ordinances of and 
regulations to the legislative body of the city for its adoption. 

(4)  
The legislative body of the city may return the plans and 
recommended ordinances and regulations to the 
commission for further study or rectification, or, by a 
majority vote of the entire membership, may, by ordinance 
or resolution, adopt the plans and recommended 
ordinances or regulations submitted by the commission.  
However, noting in this subchapter shall be construed to 
limit the city board’s authority to recall the ordinances and 
resolutions by a vote of a majority of the council. 
 

(5)  
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           Following adoption by the legislative body, the adopted    
           plans, ordinances, and regulations shall be filed in the office  
           of the City Clerk.  The City Clerk shall file, with the county  
           recorder of the counties in which territorial jurisdiction is  
           being exercised such plans, ordinances, and regulations as  
           pertain to the territory beyond the corporate limits.  
 
The required notice most recently was published in the Sunday, 
February 21, 2021 edition of the Texarkana Gazette.   
 
ROW abandonments do not require additional notification as all 
adjacent property owners are petitioners.       

  
OPPOSITION: None.  The item has been tabled since December of 2020 and has 

been in legal notices that December, January and March and no 
opposition has been heard or indicated.   
 

PLANNING COMMISSION CERTIFICATION: 
 
The Planning Commission met on March 9, 2021 and certified recommendation to abandon 
the unused, remainder of George Avenue.  On a motion by Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. 
Coker, the motion passed 5-0 with no opposition. Two commissioners were absent. 
  

Adger Smith, Chairman                   yes 
Anderson Neal, Vice Chairman       absent 
George Coker                                  yes  
Bertha Dunn                                     yes 
Jason Dupree                                   yes 
Randall Hickerson                            absent 
Boots Thomas                                  yes  

  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
  

The City Board is requested to: 
Set a date for a hearing on April 5, 2021.  
 
Hold a public hearing April 19, 2021. 
 
To abandon the ROW, the Arkansas Code of 1987 Annotated 
requires every ordinance to be read three times before adoption.  
These three readings may all occur at the same meeting or at the 
second and third subsequent meetings after the first reading of the 
ordinance.   
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George Avenue ROW petition to vacate 
Prepared by the Planning Division for reference only 
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