
 

 

 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors 
City of Texarkana, Arkansas 

216 Walnut Street 

Agenda - Monday, June 16, 2025 - 6:00 PM 

 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call 

Invocation given by Director Terry Roberts 

Pledge of Allegiance led by Building Manager Larry Vaden 

CITIZEN COMMUNICATION 

A limit of five (5) minutes per person is allotted for citizens to express their concerns to the 

Board of Directors, with a maximum of fifty (50) minutes reserved for Citizens 

Communication.   

Please fill out a Citizen Communication Card with your name and contact information for the 

City Clerk's records. 

CONSENT 

1. Approval of the minutes of the regular meeting June 2, 2025. (CCD) City Clerk Heather 

Soyars 

2. Adopt a Resolution to set the date for a public hearing concerning the abandonment of a 

portion of right-of-way along East 49th Street related to the property addressed 200 East 49th 

Street. (Ward 4) (PWD-Planning) City Planner Jamie Finley     

REGULAR 

3. Consider the following action concerning two (2) substandard structures:  

Conduct a Public Hearing regarding the condemnation of substandard structures.  

Adopt a Resolution condemning two (2) substandard structures. (PWD) Assistant Public 

Works Director Roger Douglas  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS' COMMENTARY 

NEXT MEETING DATE: Monday, July 7, 2025 

ADJOURN 



 

 

 

2025 City Calendar 

Gateway Farmers Market - Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday - 7AM-12PM 

Gateway Farmers Market National Market Week - Saturday - June 21- 7AM-12PM 

Juneteeth Festival Parade – Saturday – June 21 – 3PM – 4PM 

 

Texarkana Rec Center Calendar 

Live to the Beat - 9AM-10AM - Monday through Friday 

Ageless Grace - Mondays & Thursdays – 2PM - 3PM 

The Fabric Shop - Thursdays - 8AM - 2PM 

Quilters - Fridays - 9AM - 3PM  

Gym Open - Daily - 3PM - 5PM 

Dance Fitness - Tuesdays - 6PM & Saturdays - 11AM 

 



 

CITY OF TEXARKANA, AR 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA TITLE: Approval of the minutes of the regular meeting June 2, 2025. (CCD) City 

Clerk Heather Soyars 

AGENDA DATE: June 16, 2025 

ITEM TYPE: Ordinance☐  Resolution☐  Other☒: Minutes 

DEPARTMENT: City Clerk Department 

PREPARED BY: Heather Soyars, City Clerk 

REQUEST: Approval of meeting minutes. 

EMERGENCY CLAUSE: N/A 

SUMMARY: Approval of meeting minutes 

EXPENSE REQUIRED: N/A 

AMOUNT BUDGETED: N/A 

APPROPRIATION 

REQUIRED: 

N/A 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

The City Clerk recommends Board approval. 

EXHIBITS: Meeting minutes. 

 



 

 

 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors 
City of Texarkana, Arkansas 

216 Walnut Street 

Minutes - Monday, June 02, 2025 - 6:00 PM 

 

 

Mayor Allen Brown called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. 

PRESENT: Mayor Allen Brown, Ward 1 Director Terry Roberts, Assistant Mayor Ward 2 Laney 

Harris, Ward 3 Director Steven Hollibush, Ward 4 Director Ulysses Brewer, Ward 5 Director 

Danny Jewell, and Ward 6 Director Steve Smith.   

ALSO, PRESENT: City Manager Tyler Richards, City Attorney Josh Potter, City Clerk Heather 

Soyars, and Deputy City Clerk Jenny Narens.   

Invocation given by Director Steve Smith. 

Pledge of Allegiance led by Animal Care and Adoption Center Director Lenor Teague. 

CITIZEN COMMUNICATION 

Cody Barling, 221 East Broad Street, expressed his dislike for the barricades the City put out this 

past weekend downtown. 

Chris Owns, 3614 Garland Avenue, stated there would be a City-wide picnic Saturday from 10 

AM – 4 PM for violence awareness. 

Rennia Byrd, 1924 Ash Street, asked for help in relocating a coyote roaming her neighborhood, 

and a stop sign you could not see. 

Cecil Cox, 1305 Couch Street, and Leedell Robertson, 2100 E. 11th Street, both spoke about the 

noise and smoke in their neighborhood from of Tri-State Iron and Metal and asked if the City could 

help them. 

Brinder Bursey, 3720 County Avenue, gave a brief personnel reflection statement.  

David Peavy, 105 Olive Street, said the City should be able to help the citizens around Tri-State 

Iron and Metal with the nose and the pollution in the air.  He also said he was not in favor of the 

barricades downtown. 

 

 



 

PRESENTATION 

1. Presentation of the City of Texarkana, Arkansas Employee Service Awards. (ADMIN)  

 

Michael Rainwater Bi-State Maintenance 5 Years 

Micah Birchfield IT 10 Years 

Brandon Dickinson TWU 5 Years 

Joe Cigainero TWU 25 Years 

 

*Director Smith left the Board room at 6:28 PM and returned at 6:29 PM.* 

CONSENT 

Director Roberts moved to adopt the Consent agenda, Seconded by Assistant Mayor Harris. The 

motion carried and the following items were approved:  

2. Approval of the minutes of the regular meeting May 19, 2025. (CCD) City Clerk Heather 

Soyars 

3. Resolution No. 2025-52 approved the Texarkana Airport Executive Director to sign Work 

Order No. 2500161-1, with Garver Engineering, LLC., for a Self-Serve AVGAS Fuel Tank 

design and administration. (AIRPORT) Executive Director Paul Mehrlich 

4. Resolution No. 2025-53 approved the Texarkana Airport Executive Director to sign Work 

Order No. 2500666-1, with Garver Engineering, LLC., for a Vehicle Service Road design. 

(AIRPORT) Executive Director Paul Mehrlich 

5. Resolution No. 2025-54 approved the Texarkana Airport Executive Director to sign Work 

Order No. 4, with McClelland Consulting Engineers, INC., for the Airport Apron Phase III 

Construction. (AIRPORT) Executive Director Paul Mehrlich 

6. Resolution No. 2025-55 approved the Texarkana Airport Executive Director to sign Work 

Order No. 5, with McClelland Consulting Engineers, INC., for the Airport Pavement 

Rehabilitation Project. (AIRPORT) Executive Director Paul Mehrlich 

7. Resolution No. 2025-56 authorized the City Manager to enter into a contract with RBIS, LLC, 

for the U of A Way Water Extension and Looping Project. (TWU) Executive Director Gary 

Smith 

8. Resolution No. 2025-57 authorized the City Manager to enter into a contract with Spears 

Engineering Company, LLC., for the design of the REDI Site Water and Sewer Extensions 

Project. (TWU) Executive Director Gary Smith 

REGULAR 

Director Jewell requested to remove Item 9 from the agenda for additional discussion with the 

Planning Commission.  

9. Adopt an Ordinance amending Ordinance No. K-670 to reflect a ten (10) foot distance 

between accessory buildings and principal structures and to delete “except where a fire wall 



 

has been provided which meets the requirements of the building and fire codes of the City.  

No rear yard for accessory building shall be required.” from Section 28-51. – Accessory 

buildings, structure, or use, paragraph (g) Accessory buildings. (PWD-Planning) City 

Planner Jamie Finley  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS' COMMENTARY 

Assistant Mayor Harris asked who needed to be contacted for the tree debris removable, asked 

when the weed lots were going to be cut, and gave a list of streets in need of repair.    

Director Roberts asked the citizens to please pick up trash if you see it, even if it was not yours.  

Director Brewer said he wanted to help the citizens around Tri-State Iron and Metal and thanked 

the people in his ward for always picking up trash.    

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

City Manager Tyler Richards did not have anything to report. 

NEXT MEETING DATE: Monday, June 16, 2025 

ADJOURN 

Motion to adjourn made by Director Hollibush, Seconded by Director Roberts. 

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Assistant Mayor Harris, Director Hollibush, Director 

Brewer, Director Jewell, and Director Smith. 

The motion carried 7-0 and the meeting adjourned at 6:44 PM. 

APPROVED on this 16th day of June 2025. 

 

 

____________________________ 

Allen L. Brown, Mayor 

 

____________________________ 

Jenny Narens, Deputy City Clerk 

 

 

 



 

CITY OF TEXARKANA, AR 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA TITLE: Adopt a Resolution to set the date for a public hearing concerning the 

abandonment of a portion of right-of-way along East 49th Street related 

to the property addressed 200 East 49th Street. (Ward 4) (PWD-Planning) 

City Planner Jamie Finley     

AGENDA DATE: June 16, 2025 

ITEM TYPE: Ordinance☐  Resolution☒  Other☐:  

DEPARTMENT: PWD-Planning  

PREPARED BY: Jamie Finley, City Planner 

REQUEST: Set a date for a public hearing to vacate a portion of the right-of-way 

along East 49th related to the property addressed 200 East 49th for the 

purpose of further developing the commercial space.  

EMERGENCY CLAUSE: N/A 

SUMMARY: The Planning Commission requested May 22, 2025, for a public hearing 

to vacate a portion of the right-of-way along East 49th related to the 

property addressed at 200 East 49th for the purpose of further developing 

this commercial space as a convenience store and gas station.  Property 

is legally described as Block 1, part of lot 2 and part of lot 7 of Foreman 

and Wood, Texarkana AR and containing 1.96 acres more or less.  

EXPENSE REQUIRED: 0 

AMOUNT BUDGETED: 0 

APPROPRIATION 

REQUIRED: 

0 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

Staff recommends approval  

EXHIBITS: Resolution, Petition, Memo to City Manager, Map 

 



RESOLUTION NO.   _________ 

WHEREAS, a petition has been filed to abandon a portion of the right-of-way 

along East 49th Street related to the property addressed at 200 East 49th Street located in 

Ward 4, for the purpose of further developing the commercial space as a convenience store 

and gas station; and  

WHEREAS, the requested portion of the right-of-way to be abandoned is legally 

described as a portion of Block 1, part of lot 2, and part of lot 7 of Foreman and Wood, 

Texarkana, Arkansas, containing .306 acres, more or less; and  

WHEREAS, Arkansas law provides for a public hearing prior to abandonment of 

a public right-of-way;  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Directors of the City 

of Texarkana, Arkansas, that a public hearing is hereby set for July 7, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. 

to receive comments regarding the petition to abandon the above-described right-of -way. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 16th day of June 2025. 

 
 

     _________________________________ 

        Allen L. Brown, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Jenny Narens, Deputy City Clerk  

 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Joshua L. Potter, City Attorney 

 



 

CITY OF TEXARKANA, AR 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA TITLE: Consider the following action concerning two (2) substandard structures:  
 

Conduct a Public Hearing regarding the condemnation of substandard 

structures.  
 

Adopt a Resolution condemning two (2) substandard structures. (PWD) 

Assistant Public Works Director Roger Douglas  

AGENDA DATE: 
June 16, 2025 

ITEM TYPE: Ordinance☐  Resolution☒  Other☐:  

DEPARTMENT: Public Works Department 

PREPARED BY: Roger Douglas, Assistant Public Works Director 

REQUEST: Condemning two (2) substandard structures for nuisance abatement.  

EMERGENCY CLAUSE: 
N/A 

SUMMARY: A resolution condemning two (2) substandard structures for nuisance 

abatement: 

 
Address/Parcel Legal Description Owner 

1710 Pearl  

Parcel – 4550090 
Ward 2 

Legal: E/2 OF LOTS 9 & 10 

Block: 001, Lot: 010 
Subdivision: PIERCE ADDN. 

Huynh, Tam Thanh 

207 Baden  
Texarkana, Ar. 71854 

4708 Parkland 

Parcel – 4631730 
Ward  

Legal: ALL OF LOT 13 

Block: 011, Lot: 013 
Subdivision: PINSON PARK 

Magee, James & Mary Nell 

4708 Parkland  
Texarkana, Ar. 71854 

 

  

EXPENSE REQUIRED: $0.00  

AMOUNT BUDGETED: $0.00 

APPROPRIATION 

REQUIRED: 

$0.00 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

City Manager and staff recommend board approval. 

EXHIBITS: Resolution  

 



RESOLUTION NO.   __________ 

 WHEREAS, the Public Works Department has requested an order of condemnation 

under Section 11-87 of the City of Texarkana, Arkansas, Code of Ordinances, for the two (2) 

substandard residential structures attached hereto as Exhibit A.   

WHEREAS, owners of the listed properties have been notified that the structure(s) 

on the properties are in violation of the Arkansas Fire Prevention Code and the International 

Property Maintenance Code, but little or no work has been done on the structures, and the 

allowed time period has lapsed for the owners to voluntarily bring the structures into code 

compliance; and 

 WHEREAS, such structures have become dilapidated, unsightly, unsafe, unsanitary, 

obnoxious, or detrimental to the public welfare; and 

 WHEREAS, the Public Works Department has attempted to notify, by certified mail, 

the last owner of record of each property informing them that the Board of Directors will 

consider declaring these structures a nuisance; and 

 WHEREAS, notices of the condemnations will be sent to the owners of record 

allowing thirty (30) days for the owner to demolish and remove or otherwise abate the 

structure; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the City 

of Texarkana, Arkansas, that the properties listed in Exhibit A are found to be and are 

condemned as a public nuisance under the provisions of Section 11-87 of the City of 

Texarkana, Arkansas, Code of Ordinances; that the Public Works Department shall provide 

the owners of record with notices of the condemnations and allow thirty (30) days for repairs 

or demolition by such property owners; that the Public Works Department is authorized to 

demolish any of the listed structures that are not repaired or demolished within the thirty 



(30) day period after giving the owners at least ten (10) days in which to remove any personal 

items. 

 PASSED AND APPROVED this 16th day of June 2025. 

 

 

      ___________________________ 

       Allen L. Brown, Mayor 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________ 

Jenny Narens, Deputy City Clerk 

 

APPROVED: 

_______________________________ 

Joshua L. Potter, City Attorney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

NOTARY PUBLIC 

   STATE OF ARKANSAS ) 

   COUNTY OF MILLER ) 

   CITY OF TEXARKANA ) 

 

 

 On this, the ______ day of _________________ 20____, before me a notary public, 

the above signed officers, personally appeared known to me to be the person whose name is 

subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged that they executed the same for the 

purposes therein contained. In witness hereof, I hereunto set my hand and official notary 

seal. 

 

 

 

 

     

 ________________________________________ 

      Signature 

 

 

 



 
 

Exhibit A 
 
 

Address/Parcel Legal Description Owner 

1710 Pearl  

Parcel – 4550090 

Ward 2 

Legal: E/2 OF LOTS 9 & 10 

Block: 001, Lot: 010 

Subdivision: PIERCE ADDN. 

Huynh, Tam Thanh 

207 Baden  

Texarkana, Ar. 71854 

4708 Parkland 

Parcel – 4631730 

Ward  

Legal: ALL OF LOT 13 

Block: 011, Lot: 013 

Subdivision: PINSON PARK 

Magee, James & Mary Nell 

4708 Parkland  

Texarkana, Ar. 71854 

 

 






