
 

 

 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors 
City of Texarkana, Arkansas 

216 Walnut Street 

Agenda - Monday, September 18, 2023 - 6:00 PM 

 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call 

Invocation given by Director Brewer. 

Pledge of Allegiance given by District Court Karen Reed.  

CITIZEN COMMUNICATION 

A limit of five (5) minutes per person is allotted for citizens to express their concerns to the 

Board of Directors, with a maximum of fifty (50) minutes reserved for Citizens 

Communication.   

Please fill out a Citizen Communication Card with your name and contact information for the 

City Clerk's records. 

PRESENTATION(S) 

1. John Wilkerson, General Counsel for Arkansas Municipal League to present Senator Jimmy 

Hickey, Jr., and Representative Carol Dalby with the Distinguished Legislative Award. 

2. Proclamation presented to IT Director Brandon Uselton for IT Professionals Day, September 

20, 2023. 

3. Proclamation presented to Personnel Administrator Rachel Hopkins for Personnel/Human 

Resources Day, September 26, 2023. 

4. Presentation given by CEO, Dave Snavely regarding LifeNet. (ADMIN) Finance Director 

TyRhonda Henderson  

CONSENT 

5. Approval of the minutes of the special called meeting September 5, 2023, and the regular 

meeting September 5, 2023. (CCD) City Clerk Heather Soyars 

6. Adopt a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into a contract with Light Direction 

and Ranging (LiDAR) remote sensing technology from Pictometry International Corp. dba 

EagleView. (TWU) Executive Director Gary Smith  



 

7. Adopt a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into an interlocal agreement with 

Texarkana Water Utilities and Miller County, approving a contract with Pictomerty 

International Corp. dba EagleView Technologies to provide digital aerial photography. 

(TWU) Executive Director Gary Smith  

REGULAR 

8. Adopt a Resolution accepting the contract for Robert Thompson as the new City Manager. 

(FIN) Finance Director TyRhonda Henderson   

9. Adopt a Resolution approving the Texarkana Water Utilities (TWU) FY2023-2024 Budget.  

(TWU) Executive Director Gary Smith and Finance Director Tricia Briggs 

10. Adopt a Resolution accepting the year end 2022 Audit Report. (FIN) Finance Director 

TyRhonda Henderson 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS' COMMENTARY  

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

11. Adopt a Resolution appointing Chead Blue and Jamie Finley to the City Beautiful 

Commission. (CCD) City Clerk Heather Soyars 

NEXT MEETING DATE:  Monday, October 2, 2023 

ADJOURN 

 

2023 City Calendar 

Gateway Farmers Market - Open Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays - 7AM- Noon 

Bully Meet/ Car Show - Saturday. September 23, 2023 

National Night Out - Tuesday, October 3rd 

Destination Downtown - Friday, October 13, 2023 

GTYP - Friday, October 13, 2023 

Oktoberfest - Saturday, October 14, 2023 

Priscilla Block Concert - Friday, October 20, 2023 

Halloween Event - Saturday, October 28, 2023 

Universal Vibe - Saturday, November 4th - 10AM - 10PM 

Gateway Farmers Market Holiday Market - Saturday, November 18th - 10AM - 2PM 

Founders’ Week Celebration – December 4th – 10th 

 

Texarkana Rec Center Calendar 

Ageless Grace - Mondays – 2PM – 3PM 

Gym Open - Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays – 8AM - 7PM & Saturdays - 8AM – Noon 

Dance Fitness - Tuesdays - 6PM & Saturdays - 11AM 



 

CITY OF TEXARKANA, AR 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA TITLE: John Wilkerson, General Counsel for Arkansas Municipal League to 

present Senator Jimmy Hickey, Jr., and Representative Carol Dalby with 

the Distinguished Legislative Award. 

AGENDA DATE: September 18, 2023 

ITEM TYPE: Ordinance☐  Resolution☐  Other☒: Presentation  

DEPARTMENT: City Clerk 

PREPARED BY: Heather Soyars 

REQUEST: Presentation  

EMERGENCY CLAUSE: N/A 

SUMMARY: Distinguished Legislative Award presented to Senator Jimmy Hickey, 

Jr., and Representative Carol Dalby   

EXPENSE REQUIRED: N/A 

AMOUNT BUDGETED: N/A 

APPROPRIATION 

REQUIRED: 

N/A 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

N/A 

EXHIBITS: Presentation  

 



 

CITY OF TEXARKANA, AR 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA TITLE: Proclamation presented to IT Manager Brandon Uselton for IT 

Professionals Day, September 20, 2023. 

AGENDA DATE: September 18, 2023 

ITEM TYPE: Ordinance☐  Resolution☐  Other☒: Proclamation 

DEPARTMENT: City Clerk 

PREPARED BY: Heather Soyars 

REQUEST: Proclamation 

EMERGENCY CLAUSE: N/A 

SUMMARY: IT Professionals Day 

EXPENSE REQUIRED: N/A 

AMOUNT BUDGETED: N/A 

APPROPRIATION 

REQUIRED: 

N/A 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

N/A 

EXHIBITS: Proclamation  

 



 

CITY OF TEXARKANA, AR 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA TITLE: Proclamation presented to Personnel Administrator Rachel Hopkins for 

Personnel/Human Resources Day, September 26, 2023. 

AGENDA DATE: September 18, 2023 

ITEM TYPE: Ordinance☐  Resolution☐  Other☒: Proclamation 

DEPARTMENT: City Clerk 

PREPARED BY: Heather Soyars 

REQUEST: Proclamation 

EMERGENCY CLAUSE: N/A 

SUMMARY: Personnel/Human Resources Day 

EXPENSE REQUIRED: N/A 

AMOUNT BUDGETED: N/A 

APPROPRIATION 

REQUIRED: 

N/A 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

N/A 

EXHIBITS: Proclamation  

 



 

CITY OF TEXARKANA, AR 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA TITLE: Presentation given by CEO, Dave Snavely regarding LifeNet. (ADMIN) 

Finance Director TyRhonda Henderson  

AGENDA DATE: September 18, 2023 

ITEM TYPE: Ordinance☐  Resolution☐  Other☒: Presentation 

DEPARTMENT:  Administrative  

PREPARED BY: TyRhonda Henderson, Finance Director  

REQUEST: Presentation regarding LifeNet. 

EMERGENCY CLAUSE: N/A 

SUMMARY: 

 

 

 

 

 

EXPENSE REQUIRED: N/A 

AMOUNT BUDGETED: N/A 

APPROPRIATION 

REQUIRED: 

N/A 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

N/A 

EXHIBITS: None 

 



 

CITY OF TEXARKANA, AR 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA TITLE: Approval of the minutes of the special called meeting September 5, 

2023, and the regular meeting September 5, 2023. (CCD) City Clerk 

Heather Soyars 

AGENDA DATE: September 18, 2023 

ITEM TYPE: Ordinance☐  Resolution☐  Other☒: Minutes 

DEPARTMENT: City Clerk Department 

PREPARED BY: Heather Soyars, City Clerk 

REQUEST: Approval of meeting minutes. 

EMERGENCY CLAUSE: N/A 

SUMMARY: Approval of meeting minutes 

EXPENSE REQUIRED: N/A 

AMOUNT BUDGETED: N/A 

APPROPRIATION 

REQUIRED: 

N/A 

EXHIBITS: Meeting minutes. 

 



 

 

 

Special Called Meeting of the  

Board of Directors 
City of Texarkana, Arkansas 

216 Walnut Street 

Minutes - Tuesday, September 05, 2023 - 4:30 PM 

 
 

Mayor Allen Brown called the meeting to order at 4:30 PM. 

PRESENT: Mayor Allen Brown, Assistant Mayor Ward 1 Terry Roberts, Ward 2 Director Laney 

Harris, Ward 3 Director Steven Hollibush, Ward 5 Director Danny Jewel, and Ward 6 Director 

Jeff Hart. 

ALSO PRESENT:  City Clerk Heather Soyars. 

ABSENT:  Ward 4 Director Ulysses Brewer. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The Board of Directors entered Executive Session at 4:33 PM to interview a candidate for the city 

manager position. 

The Mayor reconvened the meeting at 5:47 PM, and no action was taken. 

ADJOURN 

Motion to adjourn made by Director Hart, Seconded by Director Hollibush. 

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Assistant Mayor Terry Roberts, Director Hollibush, Director Harris, 

Director Jewel, and Director Hart. 

The motion carried 6-0 and the meeting adjourned at 5:49 PM. 

APPROVED this the 18th day of September 2023. 

 

 

____________________________ 

Terry Roberts, Assistant Mayor 

 

____________________________ 

Heather Soyars, City Clerk 



 

 

 

Rescheduled Regular Meeting of the  

Board of Directors 
City of Texarkana, Arkansas 

216 Walnut Street 

Minutes - Tuesday, September 05, 2023 - 6:00 PM 

 

 

Mayor Allen Brown called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. 

PRESENT: Mayor Allen Brown, Assistant Mayor Ward 1 Terry Roberts, Ward 2 Director Laney 

Harris, Ward 3 Director Steven Hollibush, Ward 5 Director Danny Jewel, and Ward 6 Director 

Jeff Hart. 

ALSO PRESENT: Acting City Manager/Finance Director TyRhonda Henderson, City Attorney 

Joshua Potter, City Clerk Heather Soyars, and Deputy City Clerk Jenny Narens. 

ABSENT: Ward 4 Director Ulysses Brewer. 

Invocation given by Director Hollibush. 

Pledge of Allegiance led by City Clerk Heather Soyars. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The Board of Directors entered Executive Session at 6:01 PM. 

The Mayor reconvened the meeting at 6:05 PM, and the following action was taken: 

Assistant Mayor Roberts made a motion to extend an offer for the City Manager position to Robert 

Thompson, Seconded by Director Hart.  

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Assistant Mayor Roberts, Director Hollibush, Director Harris, Director 

Jewell, and Director Hart.  

The motion carried 6-0 and the Mayor declared the motion passed.  

CITIZEN COMMUNICATION 

Sherry Hurley, 1709 Pearl Street, spoke about the streets being blocked around the biker club on 

9th Street.  She also spoke about houses on Pearl Street that should be condemned.     

Mary McQueen, 708 Pinehurst Street, said someone came out and mowed the lot on Pinehurst 

Street, but they did not finish it.  She also spoke about the biker club having an event and blocking 

off streets and the music.    



 

Laney Harris, 2005 Stephanine Street, spoke about Pinehurst Street being blocked for the event 

at the biker club. 

David Peavy, 105 Olive Street, spoke about the restaurant permit ordinance that was tabled at a 

previous meeting.   

Pete Cheatham asked if the City would research the houses that were relocated back in the 1970s 

around Nix Creek and he asked if the Board of Directors had a Code of Ethics in place.   

PRESENTATION(S) 

1. Lifesaving award presented to Devin Bruce. (BOD)  

2. Presentation of the City of Texarkana, Arkansas Employee Service Awards. (ADMIN)  

 

Robert Oakes PWD 5 Years 

CONSENT 

Assistant Mayor Roberts asked to remove Item 5. Adopt a Resolution to abolish Resolution No. 

6254, regarding the Board of Directors travel allowances. (FIN) Acting City Manager/Finance 

Director TyRhonda Henderson 

Director Hart made the motion to adopt the Consent agenda, Seconded by Assistant Mayor 

Roberts.  The motion carried and the following items were approved:   

3. Approval of the minutes of the special called meeting August 21, 2023, and the regular 

meeting August 21, 2023. (CCD) City Clerk Heather Soyars 

4. Resolution No. 2023-77 approved the reimbursement of $205,221.85 to the Texarkana 

Regional Airport from American Rescue Act Funds. (FIN) Acting City Manager/Finance 

Director TyRhonda Henderson 

6. Resolution No. 2023-78 authorized the Acting City Manager to enter into a construction 

contract with Francis Excavating, LLC., for the County Avenue Rehabilitation Project. 

(PWD) Public Works Director Tyler Richards 

7. Resolution No. 2023-79 authorized the Acting City Manager to extend the existing Refuse 

Collection Contracts with Richardson Waste II, Inc., and Edmondson’s Trash Service for the 

City of Texarkana, Arkansas. (PWD) Public Works Director Tyler Richards  

REGULAR 

5. FAILED:  Adopt a Resolution to abolish Resolution No. 6254, regarding the Board of 

Directors travel allowances. (FIN) Acting City Manager/Finance Director TyRhonda 

Henderson 

After a brief discussion, the motion to adopt the resolution made by Director Hollibush, Seconded 

by Director Harris. 

Voting Yea: Director Harris and Director Jewell. 



 

Voting Nay: Mayor Brown, Assistant Mayor Roberts, Director Hollibush, and Director Hart. 

The motion failed 2-4 and the Mayor the resolution failed. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS' COMMENTARY 

Director Harris asked if sidewalks could be installed in his ward and about the cutting of the grass. 

Director Hart asked if everyone would go to the Miller County Facebook page and share the 

information regarding the missing man named Swayer Siau.  

NEXT MEETING DATE: Monday, September 18, 2023 

ADJOURN 

Motion to adjourn made by Director Hart, Seconded by Director Hollibush.  

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Assistant Mayor Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director 

Brewer, Director Jewell, and Director Hart.  

The motion carried 6-0 and the meeting adjourned at 6:47 PM.  

APPROVED this the 18th day of September 2023. 

 

____________________________ 

Terry Roberts, Assistant Mayor 

 

____________________________ 

Heather Soyars, City Clerk 

 

 

 



 

CITY OF TEXARKANA, AR 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA TITLE: Adopt a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into a contract 

with Light Direction and Ranging (LiDAR) remote sensing technology 

from Pictometry International Corp. dba EagleView. (TWU) Executive 

Director Gary Smith  

AGENDA DATE: September 18, 2023 

ITEM TYPE: Ordinance☐  Resolution☒  Other☐:  

DEPARTMENT: Texarkana Water Utilities 

PREPARED BY: Gary Smith, P.E., Executive Director 

REQUEST: Request for approval of LiDAR contract for contours for the TWU 

service area. 

EMERGENCY CLAUSE: N/A 

SUMMARY: Consider a resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into a 

contract (ATTH 01) with Pictometry International Corp. dba EagleView 

to purchase new LiDAR in an amount not to exceed $122,408.00 with 

the Arkansas portion not to exceed $77,792.00.  Pictometry International 

Corp. dba EagleView to provide up-to-date LiDAR to create gridded 

bare earth digital elevation model (DEM) to create 1’ contours.  Funds 

are available in the Utility’s 2023-2024 budget in the Technology Fund. 

EXPENSE REQUIRED: $77,792.00 

AMOUNT BUDGETED: $122,408.00 

APPROPRIATION 

REQUIRED: 

 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

Utility staff recommends approval. 

EXHIBITS: Resolution, ATTH01 Agreement between Pictometry International 

Corp. dba EagleView and Texarkana Water Utilities 

 



RESOLUTION NO. _________ 

WHEREAS, Texarkana Water Utilities (TWU) is requesting approval to purchase 

new Light Direction and Ranging (LIDAR) remote sensing technology; and  

WHEREAS, Pictometry International Corporation, dba EagleView Technologies 

(hereinafter “EagleView”) provides up-to-date LIDAR technology; and  

WHEREAS, EagleView can provide the LIDAR for $122,408.00 with the 

Arkansas portion not to exceed $77,792.00; and  

WHEREAS, funds are available in the FY2023-2024 TWU Budget in the 

Technology Fund;  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Directors of the City 

of Texarkana, Arkansas, that the City Manager is authorized and directed to enter into a 

contract with EagleView for up-to-date LIDAR as described above. 

 PASSED AND APPROVED this 18th day of September, 2023.   

 

       ______________________________ 

      Terry Roberts, Assistant Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Heather Soyars, City Clerk  

 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Joshua L. Potter, City Attorney 

 
























