
 

 

 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors 
City of Texarkana, Arkansas 

216 Walnut Street 

Agenda - Monday, February 05, 2024 - 6:00 PM 

 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call 

Invocation given by Director Terry Roberts 

Pledge of Allegiance given by District Court Karen Reed 

CITIZEN COMMUNICATION 

A limit of five (5) minutes per person is allotted for citizens to express their concerns to the 

Board of Directors, with a maximum of fifty (50) minutes reserved for Citizens 

Communication.   

Please fill out a Citizen Communication Card with your name and contact information for the 

City Clerk's records. 

PRESENTATION(S) 

1. Presentation of the City of Texarkana, Arkansas Employee Service Awards. (ADMIN)  

CONSENT 

2. Approval of the minutes of the rescheduled regular meeting January 29, 2024.  (CCD) City 

Clerk Heather Soyars 

3. Adopt a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into a purchase agreement with 

Artex Truck Center for a Dump Truck. (PWD) Public Works Director Tyler Richards 

4. Adopt a Resolution authorizing the purchase of a Fire Department Command Vehicle from 

Red River Dodge located in Heber Springs, Arkansas. (TAFD) Fire Chief David Fletcher 

5. Adopt a Resolution approving the reimbursement of $970,559.82 to the Texarkana Regional 

Airport from American Rescue Act Funds. (FIN) Finance Director TyRhonda Henderson  

6. Adopt a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into a contract with RBIS, LLC, for 

the Jefferson Avenue Sewer Extension Project. (TWU) Executive Director Gary Smith 

 

 



 

REGULAR 

7. Adopt a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to donate .32 acres located along E. 19th 

Street to the Chamber of Commerce. (Ward 3) (ADMIN) City Manager Robert Thompson 

8. Adopt an Ordinance authorizing the purchase of one (1) 2024 Ford Explorer Police Interceptor 

from McClarty Ford. (TAPD) Assistant Police Chief Bobby Jordan 

An emergency clause is requested. An emergency clause requires a separate and distinct 

vote of the board and is valid only if there is a two-thirds vote of approval by the Board. 

9. Hear appeal of denial by Planning Commission to approve a rezoning request by Carlotta 

Powell to operate a boarding house at 14 Downing Drive. (Ward 5) (PWD-Planning) City 

Planner Jamie Finley  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS' COMMENTARY 

NEXT MEETING DATE: Tuesday, February 20, 2024 

ADJOURN 

 

2024 City Calendar 

Mardi Gras Parade & Festival - Saturday, February 10th 

Run the Line Half Marathon and Relays - Sunday, February 18th 

City Holiday - President's Day - Monday, February 19th 

 

Texarkana Rec Center Calendar 

Ageless Grace - Mondays – 2PM – 3PM 

Gym Open - Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays – 8AM - 7PM & Saturdays - 8AM – Noon 

Dance Fitness - Tuesdays - 6PM & Saturdays - 11AM 



 

CITY OF TEXARKANA, AR 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA TITLE: Presentation of the City of Texarkana, Arkansas Employee Service 

Awards. (ADMIN)  

AGENDA DATE: February 5, 2024 

ITEM TYPE: Ordinance☐  Resolution☐  Other☒: Presentation 

DEPARTMENT: City Clerk Department 

PREPARED BY: Heather Soyars, City Clerk 

REQUEST: Presentation of employee service awards. 

EMERGENCY CLAUSE: N/A 

SUMMARY: 

 

 

 

 

Employee Service Awards: 

 

Dillon J. Foreback TAFD 5 Years 

Perry Hawkins TAPD-Specialized & 

Transport 

5 Years 

Otis Wimley, Jr. TWU 10 Years 
 

EXPENSE REQUIRED: N/A 

AMOUNT BUDGETED: N/A 

APPROPRIATION 

REQUIRED: 

N/A 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

N/A 

EXHIBITS: None 

 



 

CITY OF TEXARKANA, AR 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA TITLE: Approval of the minutes of the rescheduled regular meeting January 29, 

2024.  (CCD) City Clerk Heather Soyars 

AGENDA DATE: February 5, 2024 

ITEM TYPE: Ordinance☐  Resolution☐  Other☒: Minutes 

DEPARTMENT: City Clerk Department 

PREPARED BY: Heather Soyars, City Clerk 

REQUEST: Approval of meeting minutes. 

EMERGENCY CLAUSE: N/A 

SUMMARY: Approval of meeting minutes 

EXPENSE REQUIRED: N/A 

AMOUNT BUDGETED: N/A 

APPROPRIATION 

REQUIRED: 

N/A 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

The City Clerk recommends Board approval. 

EXHIBITS: Meeting minutes. 

 



 

 

 

Rescheduled Regular Meeting of the  

Board of Directors 
City of Texarkana, Arkansas 

216 Walnut Street 

Minutes - Monday, January 29, 2024 - 6:00 PM 

 

 

Mayor Allen Brown called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. 

PRESENT: Mayor Allen Brown, Ward 1 Terry Roberts, Ward 2 Director Laney Harris, Ward 3 

Director Steven Hollibush, Ward 4 Director Ulysses Brewer, Ward 5 Director Danny Jewell, and 

Assistant Mayor Ward 6 Director Jeff Hart.  

ALSO, PRESENT: City Manager Robert Thompson, City Attorney Joshua Potter, City Clerk 

Heather Soyars, and Deputy City Clerk Jenny Narens.  

[Director Jewell arrived at 6:01 PM.] 

Invocation given by Assistant Mayor Jeff Hart. 

Pledge of Allegiance led by City Clerk Heather Soyars. 

CITIZEN COMMUNICATION 

No one came forward. 

CONSENT 

Director Harris requested Item 2. Adopt a Resolution declaring Public Works equipment surplus 

and authorizing disposal in accordance with Arkansas Law. (PWD) Public Works Director Tyler 

Richards, be removed from the Consent agenda.  

Director Hollibush made the motion to adopt the Consent agenda, Seconded by Director Brewer.  

The motion carried and the following item was approved:  

1. Approval of the minutes of the rescheduled regular meeting January 2, 2024.  (CCD) City 

Clerk Heather Soyars 

REGULAR 

2. Resolution No. 2024-6 declared Public Works equipment surplus and authorized disposal in 

accordance with Arkansas Law. (PWD) Public Works Director Tyler Richards  

After a brief discussion, the motion to adopt the resolution made by Director Hollibush, Seconded 

by Assistant Mayor Hart.    



 

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director 

Brewer, Director Jewell, and Assistant Mayor Hart.  

The motion carried 7-0 and the Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 

 

3. Joint Resolution No. 2024-7 of the Board of Directors of the City of Texarkana, Arkansas, 

and the City Council of the City of Texarkana, Texas, supporting the Texarkana Metropolitan 

Planning Organization 2024 RAISE Grant application for the State Line corridor 

improvements. (PWD) Public Works Director Tyler Richards 

After a brief discussion, the motion to adopt the resolution made by Director Roberts, Seconded 

by Assistant Mayor Hart.    

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director 

Brewer, Director Jewell, and Assistant Mayor Hart.  

The motion carried 7-0 and the Mayor declared the resolution adopted. 

 

4. TABLED - Ordinance amending the City of Texarkana, Arkansas, Code of Ordinances Sec. 

28-70. – The storage and parking of trailers and commercial vehicles, and Sec. 28-142. – 

Definitions, to include recreational vehicles and define the same. (BOD) Director Danny 

Jewell 

After a brief discussion, the motion to table the ordinance made by Director Hollibush, Seconded 

by Assistant Mayor Hart.  

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director 

Brewer, Director Jewell, and Assistant Mayor Hart.  

The motion carried 7-0 and the Mayor declared the ordinance tabled.  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS' COMMENTARY  

Director Harris asked the status of the firework ordinance that was tabled.  

Director Roberts thanked the Public Works Department and the 1st Responders for their work 

during the ice storm.  

Director Brewer said there would be a Twin City Black History Parade downtown this weekend.   

Assistant Mayor Hart wanted to congratulate Director Roberts on the award he received at the 

Martin Luther King Galla.  

Director Hollibush said the Mardi Gras Parade would take place downtown on February 10, 2024. 

Director Harris asked if the caboose next to Crossties would transfer to the new owners or would 

the public be able to rent it.  

 



 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

City Manager Robert Thompson said the City was aware of the potholes that came from the recent 

bad weather. He wanted to let the citizens know the asphalt company was closed until mid-

February. 

NEXT MEETING DATE: Monday, February 5, 2024 

ADJOURN 

Motion to adjourn made by Assistant Mayor Hart, Seconded by Director Roberts.  

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director 

Brewer, Director Jewell, and Assistant Mayor Hart.  

The motion carried 7-0 and the meeting adjourned at 6:44 PM. 

APPROVED this the 5th day of February 2024. 

 

 

____________________________ 

Allen L. Brown, Mayor 

 

 

____________________________ 

Heather Soyars, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CITY OF TEXARKANA, AR 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA TITLE: Adopt a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into a 

purchase agreement with Artex Truck Center for a Dump Truck. (PWD) 

Public Works Director Tyler Richards 

AGENDA DATE: February 5, 2024 

ITEM TYPE: Ordinance☐  Resolution☒  Other☐:  

DEPARTMENT: Public Works Department 

PREPARED BY: Tracie Lee, Assistant Public Works Director 

REQUEST: The City Manager to enter into a Purchase Agreement with Artex Truck 

Center for a Dump Truck.  

EMERGENCY CLAUSE: N/A 

SUMMARY: A resolution authorizing the purchase of a Dump Truck from Artex 

Truck Center in the amount of one hundred seventy-seven thousand six 

hundred seventy dollars ($177,670.00). 

This Purchase will be acquired through Sourcewell a government buy 

board therefore bidding is not required.  Funds are allocated from the 

Public Works Capital Outlay line item.   

Authorization of this purchase meets all statutory requirements 

EXPENSE REQUIRED: $177,670.00  

AMOUNT BUDGETED: $366,000.00 

APPROPRIATION 

REQUIRED: 

$0.00 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

City Manager and staff recommend board approval. 

EXHIBITS: Resolution and Artex Trucking Sourcewell Purchase Agreement. 

 

 

  

 



RESOLUTION NO. _________ 

WHEREAS, Public Works is requesting the approval of the City of Texarkana, 

Arkansas, Board of Directors, to authorize the City Manager to enter into a purchase 

agreement with Artex Truck Center to purchase one (1) International Dump Truck in the 

amount of $177,670.00; and 

 WHEREAS, this purchase will be acquired through Sourcewell, a government Buy 

Board, therefore bidding is not required, and the authorization of this purchase meets all 

statutory requirements; and 

 WHEREAS, funds are allocated from the Public Works Capital Outlay line item; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Directors of the City 

of Texarkana, Arkansas, that the City Manager is authorized to enter into a purchase 

agreement with Artex Truck Center for the purchase of one (1) International Dump Truck 

in an amount not to exceed $177,670.00. 

 PASSED AND APPROVED this 5th day of February 2024.   

 

 

       ______________________________ 

                Allen L. Brown, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 

 

_________________________________ 
Heather Soyars, City Clerk  
 

 

APPROVED: 
 

 

_________________________________ 
Joshua L. Potter, City Attorney 

 





 

CITY OF TEXARKANA, AR 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA TITLE: Adopt a Resolution authorizing the purchase of a Fire Department 

Command Vehicle from Red River Dodge located in Heber Springs, 

Arkansas. (TAFD) Fire Chief David Fletcher 

AGENDA DATE: February 5, 2024 

ITEM TYPE: Ordinance☐  Resolution☒  Other☐:  

DEPARTMENT: Fire 

PREPARED BY: Fire Chief David Fletcher 

REQUEST: Approve purchase of a new Fire Department Command Vehicle from 

the Arkansas State Vehicle Contracts. 

EMERGENCY CLAUSE: No 

SUMMARY: TAFD is requesting permission to purchase a new command vehicle 

from the Arkansas State Bid Board. The dealer is Red River Dodge in 

Heber Springs. The present command vehicle is a 2017 model that needs 

to be moved to reserve status.  

EXPENSE REQUIRED: $41,760.00 

AMOUNT BUDGETED: $75,000.00 

APPROPRIATION 

REQUIRED: 

$41,760.00 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

City Manager and staff recommend approval 

EXHIBITS: Resolution, State contract listing, quote from Red River Dodge, and 

picture of new vehicle. 

 



RESOLUTION NO. _________ 

WHEREAS, the Texarkana, Arkansas Fire Department requests permission to 

purchase one (1) 2024 Dodge Ram 4x4 Command Vehicle for $41,760.00 via the Arkansas 

State Bid Board as permitted for vehicles pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 14-58-104; and 

 WHEREAS, the present command vehicle is a 2017 model that needs to be moved 

to reserve status;  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Directors of the City 

of Texarkana, Arkansas, that the City Manager is authorized and directed to purchase the 

vehicle described above for the amount set forth. 

 PASSED AND APPROVED this 5th day of February 2024.   

 

       ______________________________ 

              Allen L. Brown, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 

 

_________________________________ 
Heather Soyars, City Clerk  
 

 

APPROVED: 
 

 

_________________________________ 
Joshua L. Potter, City Attorney 

 













 

CITY OF TEXARKANA, AR 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA TITLE: Adopt a Resolution approving the reimbursement of $970,559.82 to the 

Texarkana Regional Airport from American Rescue Act Funds. (FIN) 

Finance Director TyRhonda Henderson  

AGENDA DATE: February 5, 2024 

ITEM TYPE: Ordinance☐  Resolution☒  Other☐:  

DEPARTMENT: Finance Department 

PREPARED BY: TyRhonda Henderson, Finance Director  

REQUEST: N/A 

EMERGENCY CLAUSE: N/A 

SUMMARY: The American Rescue Act Fund was approved by the City of Texarkana, 

Arkansas Board of Directors on December 20, 2021, with resolution 

2021-65. This budget allocated $972,090 in 2021 and the remaining 

$656,637 in 2022. Of the total $1,628,727, $658,167.18 has been spent. 

The purpose of this agenda item is to approve the reimbursement of 

$970,559.82 to the Texarkana Regional Airport for construction in 

connection with the Terminal Parking Lot. As this would be considered 

a general governmental service, it is eligible for reimbursement due to 

the City receiving less than $10 million from the American Rescue Plan 

Act.     

EXPENSE REQUIRED: $970,559.82 

AMOUNT BUDGETED: $970,559.82 

APPROPRIATION 

REQUIRED: 

$0 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

City Manager and staff recommend approval 

EXHIBITS: Resolution and invoice 

 



RESOLUTION NO. _________ 

WHEREAS, allocated American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Funds remain available 

for use in accordance with applicable law and restriction; and 

 WHEREAS, of the total ARPA funds allocated, $1,628.727.00, the total spent to 

date is $658,167.18; and  

 WHEREAS, an eligible use of a portion of such funds is to reimburse the 

Texarkana Regional Airport for $970,559.82 incurred in connection with the Terminal 

Parking Lot construction; and  

WHEREAS, as this would be considered a general government service, it is 

eligible for reimbursement due to the City receiving less than $10 million form the 

American Rescue Plan Act; and  

WHEREAS, the City Manager and staff recommend approval;  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Directors of the City 

of Texarkana, Arkansas, that the reimbursement described herein is approved and, further, 

all applicable City budgets are appropriately amended.   

 PASSED AND APPROVED this 5th day of February 2024.   

 

       ______________________________ 

            Allen L. Brown, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 

 

_________________________________ 
Heather Soyars, City Clerk  
 

 

APPROVED: 
 

 

_________________________________ 
Joshua L. Potter, City Attorney 














