Rescheduled Regular Meeting of the

Board of Directors
City of Texarkana, Arkansas
216 Walnut Street

Minutes - Tuesday, February 18, 2025 - 6:00 PM

Mayor Allen Brown called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

PRESENT: Mayor Allen Brown, Ward 1 Director Terry Roberts, Assistant Mayor Ward 2 Director
Laney Harris, Ward 3 Director Steven Hollibush, Ward 4 Director Ulysses Brewer, Ward 5 Director
Danny Jewell, and Ward 6 Director Steve Smith.

ALSO, PRESENT: City Manager Tyler Richards, City Attorney Josh Potter, City Clerk Heather
Soyars, and Deputy City Clerk Jenny Narens.

Invocation given by Ward 6 Director Steve Smith.

Pledge of Allegiance led by Deputy City Clerk Jenny Narens.
*City Attorney Josh Potter arrived at 6:27 PM.*

CITIZEN COMMUNICATION

Brinder Bursey, 3720 County Avenue, spoke in opposition to the property on Laurel Street being
rezoned.

Ray Bursey, 3720 County Avenue, said he was opposed to his house, located at 823 Laurel Street
being on the condemnation list and asked what needed to be done to remove it.

James May, 1716 Pearl Street, asked the City to please help him with the abandoned houses next to
him. He said there was no running water or electricity and there was a foul smell coming out of both.

Travis Fenix, 4104 E. 9" Street, spoke in favor of the Board reconsidering the rezoning of the
properties located on Laurel Street.

James McCormack, 413 Dundee Road, addressed the road conditions in his neighborhood and he said
they needed to be fixed.

Nichole Keel, 2906 E. 46 Street, commented on the noise ordinance and asked the City to review it
because how it was written does not allow citizens to have freedom of speech.

Casey Weir, 3702 Skyline Drive, talked about his opposition concerning the property located at 14
Downing Drive.



Casey Weir, 3702 Skyline Drive, talked about his opposition concerning the property located at
14 Downing Drive.

Alison Weir, 4210 Sunnyside Drive, also spoke in opposition regarding the property located at 14
Downing Drive.

Gary Huff, 17 Cambridge Drive, acknowledged his concerns within his neighborhood about 14
Downing Drive.

Henry Arnold, 2816 E. 18™ Street, wanted to know if the house next to him, which caught fire
during the summer, was on the condemnation list.

CONSENT

Assistant Mayor Harris requested Item 2. Adopt a Resolution to award a consulting contract to
InfraHub, LLC., for a Street Study. (PWD) Interim Public Works Director Tracie Lee, be removed
from the Consent agenda.

Director Hollibush made the motion to adopt the Consent agenda, Seconded by Director Roberts.
The motion carried and the following items were approved:

1. Approval of the minutes of the regular meeting February 3, 2025. (CCD) City Clerk Heather
Soyars

3. Resolution No. 2025-20 approved the addition of Airport assets to the City’s insurance
policies. (ADMIN) City Manager Tyler Richards

REGULAR

2. Resolution No. 2025-21 awarded a consulting contract to InfraHub, LLC., for a Street Study.
(PWD) Interim Public Works Director Tracie Lee

After a brief discussion, the motion to adopt the resolution made by Director Hollibush, Seconded
by Director Smith.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Hollibush, Director Brewer, Director
Jewell, and Director Smith.

Voting Nay: Assistant Mayor Harris.

The motion carried 6-1 and the Mayor declared the resolution adopted.

4. Consider the following action concerning twelve (12) substandard structures:
Conduct a Public Hearing regarding the condemnation of substandard structures.
Mayor Brown opened the Public Hearing.

Assistant Public Works Director Roger Douglas gave a brief presentation regarding the nuisance
properties.

Brinder Bursey said her house, located at 823 Laurel Street, needed to be taken off the
condemnation list.



Mayor Brown closed the Public Hearing.

Adopt a Resolution condemning thirteen (13) substandard structures. (PWD) Assistant Public
Works Director Roger Douglas

Director Hollibush requested the removal of 823 Laurel Street from the condemnation list.

Resolution No. 2025-22 condemned twelve (12) substandard structures. (PWD) Assistant
Public Works Director Roger Douglas

The motion to adopt the resolution made by Director Hollibush, Seconded by Director Smith.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Assistant Mayor Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Director Smith.

The motion carried 7-0 and the Mayor declared the resolution adopted.

5. Reconsideration of the following:

Sec. 2-17 (¢) — Bringing business before board — Filing, states: Matters which have been
previously voted on and decided by the board of directors at a regular or special meeting of
the board cannot be reconsidered at the meeting during which the same was voted and decided,
nor resubmitted to the board of directors until the expiration of one hundred eighty (180) days
after such vote and decision unless reconsideration is approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of
the board of directors.

Motion and approval for reconsideration of an ordinance to rezone the property located at
805/807/815 Laurel from R-4 Medium Density Residential to C-3 Open Display Commercial
for the purpose of operating an automotive shop.

Director Roberts made a motion for reconsideration, Seconded by Director Smith.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Hollibush, Director Jewell, and Director
Smith.

Voting Nay: Assistant Mayor Harris and Director Brewer.
The motion carried 5-2 and the Mayor declared the ordinance would be reconsidered.

Ordinance No. 5-2025 rezoned the property located at 805/807/815 Laurel from R-4 Medium
Density Residential to C-3 Open Display Commercial for the purpose of operating an
automotive shop. (PWD-PLANNING) City Planner Jamie Finley

The ordinance was read for the first time.

Motion to suspend the rules and place the ordinance on its second reading in abbreviated form
made by Director Roberts, Seconded by Director Hollibush.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Assistant Mayor Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Director Smith.

The motion carried 7-0 and the ordinance was read the second time in abbreviated form.



Motion to suspend the rules and place the ordinance on its third and final reading in abbreviated
form made by Director Hollibush, Seconded by Director Roberts.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Assistant Mayor Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Director Smith.

The motion carried 7-0 and the ordinance was read the third time in abbreviated form.
Motion to adopt the ordinance made by Director Smith, Seconded by Director Hollibush.
Mayor Brown asked if anyone would like to speak for or against this ordinance.

Brinder Bursey and Ray Bursey, 3720 County Avenue, spoke again against the C-3 Open Display
Commercial rezoning.

Travis Fenix said he was in support of rezoning the property located on Laurel Street.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Hollibush, Director Jewell, and Director
Smith.

Voting Nay: Assistant Mayor Harris and Director Brewer
The Motion carried 5-2 and the Mayor declared the ordinance adopted.

The applicant requests an emergency clause. An emergency clause requires a separate and
distinct vote of the board and is valid only if there is a two-thirds vote of approval by the
board. (Hdbk. Const. Amend 7)

Motion to enact the emergency clause made by Director Roberts, Seconded by Director Brewer.
Mayor Brown asked if anyone would like to speak for or against the emergency clause.
Assistant Mayor Harris asked why they needed an emergency clause.

Mayor Brown said they would like to get started on the job.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Hollibush, Director Jewell, and Director
Smith.

Voting Nay: Assistant Mayor Harris
The motion carried 6-1 and the Mayor declared the emergency clause was enacted.

*Director Roberts left the Board Room at 7:36 PM.*
*Director Roberts came back into the Board Room at 7:38PM.*

6. Ordinance No. 6-2025 amended Ordinance No. 10-2018 to adjust the Bulk Item Pick-Up Fee
Schedule to include one free pick-up bi-monthly. (PWD) Interim Public Works Director
Tracie Lee

After a brief discussion, the ordinance was read for the first time.

Motion to suspend the rules and place the ordinance on its second reading in abbreviated form
made by Assistant Mayor Harris, Seconded by Director Brewer.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Assistant Mayor Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Director Smith.



Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Assistant Mayor Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Director Smith.

The motion carried 7-0 and the ordinance was read the third time in abbreviated form.
Motion to adopt the ordinance made by Director Brewer, Seconded by Director Hollibush.
Mayor Brown asked if anyone would like to speak for or against this ordinance.

No one came forward.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Assistant Mayor Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Director Smith.

The motion carried 7-0 and the Mayor declared the ordinance adopted.

The applicant requests an emergency clause. An emergency clause requires a separate and
distinct vote of the board and is valid only if there is a two-thirds vote of approval by the board.
(Hdbk. Const. Amend 7)

Motion to enact the emergency clause made by Assistant Mayor Harris, Seconded by Director
Roberts.

Mayor Brown asked if anyone would like to speak for or against the emergency clause.
No one came forward.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Assistant Mayor Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Director Smith.

The motion carried 7-0 and the Mayor declared the emergency clause was enacted.

7. FAILED - Adopt a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into a conciliation
agreement with the Department of Housing and Urban Development regarding the property
located at 14 Downing Drive. (H.E.A.R.D.) (Ward 5) (PWD-PLANNING) City Manager Tyler
Richards

*Director Steve Smith left the Board Room at 7:55 PM.*
*Director Steve Smith returned to the Board Room at 7:57 PM.*

After a brief presentation from Annie Depper, the attorney representing the City, from Little Rock,
Arkansas, comments from the Board of Directors and citizens, motion to approve the resolution made
by Director Hollibush, Seconded by Assistant Mayor Harris.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Assistant Mayor Harris, and Director Hollibush.
Voting Nay: Director Roberts, Director Brewer, Director Jewell, and Director Smith.

The motion failed 3-4 and the Mayor declared the resolution had failed.
BOARD OF DIRECTOR'S COMMENTARY

Assistant Mayor Harris said the Mardi Gras parade would be downtown on March 1., 2025, along
with other activities to attend.



Director Brewer said the SWEPCO investigation was still going on and he would keep citizens of
Ward 4 updated.

Director Smith made a statement regarding the conciliation agreement.
NEXT MEETING DATE: Monday, March 3, 2025
ADJOURN

Motion to adjourn made by Director Roberts, Seconded by Director Brewer.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Assistant Mayor Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Director Smith.

The motion carried 7-0 and the meeting adjourned at 8:44 PM.

APPROVED on this 3 day of March 2025. @A

Allen L. Brown, Mayor






