Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors
City of Texarkana, Arkansas
216 Walnut Street

Minutes - Monday, July 07, 2025 - 6:00 PM

Assistant Mayor Laney Harris called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

PRESENT: Assistant Mayor Ward 2 Laney Harris, Ward 1 Director Terry Roberts, Ward 4
Director Ulysses Brewer, Ward 5 Director Danny Jewell, and Ward 6 Director Steve Smith.

ALSO, PRESENT: City Manager Tyler Richards, City Attorney Josh Potter, and City Clerk
Heather Soyars.

ABSENT: Mayor Allen Brown, Ward 3 Director Steven Hollibush and Deputy City Clerk Jenny
Narens.

Invocation given by guest of Assistant Mayor Laney Harris, Dr. Ellen Holmes.
Pledge of Allegiance led by City Clerk Heather Soyars. #
CITIZEN COMMUNICATION

Cecil Cox, 1305 Couch Street, wanted to know if a thicker asphalt could be used for the potholes
around town.

Ernest Keck, 4206 Morningvue Drive, gave a brief update on transferring the retirement coverage
for eligible members of the Texarkana Police Pension and Relief Fund to the Arkansas Local
Police and Fire Retirement System (LOPFI).

Brinder Bursey, 3720 County Avenue, read her own personal observations with reference to the
City.

James May, 1716 Pearl Street, wanted help with the dilapidated houses on either side of him.
Shaun Taylor, 414 Eastside Drive, asked for help with the Nix Creek flooding.

PRESENTATION(S)
1. Presentation of the City of Texarkana, Arkansas Employee Service Awards. (ADMIN)

Kaleb Lee TAFD 5 Years
Teresa Akard TWU 35 Years



CONSENT
Director Roberts made the motion to adopt the Consent agenda, Seconded by Director Brewer.
The motion carried and the following items were approved:

2. Approval of the minutes of the regular meeting June 16, 2025. (CCD) City Clerk Heather
Soyars

I

Resolution No. 2025-60 authorized the City Manager to enter into a contract for the purchase
of chemicals for water and wastewater treatment. (TWU) Executive Director Gary Smith
REGULAR

4. Ordinance No. 16-2025 abandoned a portion of the right-of-way along East 49th Street
pertaining to the property addressed 200 East 49th Street. (Ward 4) (PWD-Planning) City
Planner Jamie Finley

After a brief discussion, the ordinance was read for the first time in title form.

Motion to suspend the rules and place the ordinance on its second reading in abbreviated form
made by Director Brewer, Seconded by Director Roberts.

Voting Yea: Assistant Mayor Harris, Director Roberts, Director Brewer, Director Jewell, and
Director Smith.

The motion carried 5-0 and the ordinance was read the second time in abbreviated form.

Motion to suspend the rules and place the ordinance on its third and final reading in abbreviated
form made by Director Smith, Seconded by Director Roberts.

Voting Yea: Assistant Mayor Harris, Director Roberts, Director Brewer, Director Jewell, and
Director Smith.

The motion carried 5-0 and the ordinance was read the third time in abbreviated form.
Motion to adopt the ordinance made by Director Roberts, Seconded by Director Brewer.
Assistant Mayor Harris asked if anyone would like to speak for or against this ordinance.
No one came forward.

Voting Yea: Assistant Mayor Harris, Director Roberts, Director Brewer, Director Jewell, and
Director Smith.

The motion carried 5-0 and the Assistant Mayor declared the ordinance adopted.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS' COMMENTARY

Director Jewell asked if the pothole contractor showed up yet.

City Manager Tyler Richards said not yet.

Assistant Mayor Harris asked how much work would be left for them to do.

City Manager Tyler Richards said they had plenty of work to do.



Assistant Mayor Harris said Wednesday, July 9, 2025, there would be a workshop starting at 5:00
PM for his two proposed agenda items.

Director Brewer wanted to thank SWEPCO for trimming the trees around the power lines. He said
it helped with the power outages in his ward.

CITY MANAGER REPORT

Nothing to report.

NEXT MEETING DATE: Monday, July 21, 2025
ADJOURN

Motion to adjourn made by Director Brewer, Seconded by Director Roberts.

Voting Yea: Assistant Mayor Harris, Director Roberts, Director Brewer, Director Jewell, and

Director Smith.

llen L. Brown, Mayor

The motion carried 5-0 and the meeting adjourned at 6:43 PM.

APPROVED on this 21% day of July 2025.




