Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors
City of Texarkana, Arkansas
216 Walnut Street

Minutes - Monday, December 16, 2024 - 6:00 PM

Mayor Allen Brown called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

PRESENT: Mayor Allen Brown, Ward 1 Director Terry Roberts, Ward 2 Director Laney Harris,
Ward 3 Director Steven Hollibush, Ward 4 Director Ulysses Brewer, Ward 5 Director Danny
Jewell, and Assistant Mayor Ward 6 Director Jeff Hart.

ALSO, PRESENT: City Manager Tyler Richards, City Attorney Josh Potter, City Clerk Heather
Soyars, and Deputy City Clerk Jenny Narens.

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance led by Ward 3 Director Steven Hollibush.

CITIZEN COMMUNICATION

Shane Richardson, 416 East 3™ Street, spoke regarding his support for the firefighter’s parity pay.
Rick Pavick, 11 Colonial Drive, spoke regarding his support for the firefighter’s parity pay.

Johnny Riley, 4425 Jefferson Avenue, wanted to thank the City for the support with Bridging the
GAPS of Arkansas.

Floyd Fenix, 4421 East 9" Street, asked if certain traffic signals could be removed.

Daniel Thiels, 2301 Ramblewood Road, spoke regarding his support for the firefighter’s parity
pay.

Nichole Kegley, 91 South Valley Drive, asked if anyone found the ordinance as to why the
taxpayers give 40% of our personal property taxes to Miller County.

Director Laney Harris wanted to let citizens know there would be a fishing derby this Saturday, at
Lake Diffenbacker in honor of the late Aaron LaVan Bruce.

Director Steven Hollibush wanted to recognize the Boy Scouts in attendance from Troop 86.

PRESENTATION(S)
1. Fire Chief David Fletcher gave a presentation. (TAFD)

Fire Chief David Fletcher and Fire Captain Jason Carroll gave a presentation regarding parity pay
for the firefighters. (see attached)



City Manager Tyler Richards presented Assistant Mayor Jeff Hart a plaque for his service on the
Board.

CONSENT

Assistant Mayor Hart made the motion to adopt the Consent agenda, Seconded by Director Brewer.

The motion carried and the following item was approved:

2. Approval of the minutes of the rescheduled regular meeting December 3, 2024. (CCD) City
Clerk Heather Soyars

REGULAR

3. Ordinance No. 31-2024 levied the 2024 tax rate. (FIN) City Manager Tyler Richards

After a brief discussion, the ordinance was read for the first time.

Motion to suspend the rules and place the ordinance on its second reading in abbreviated form
made by Director Brewer, Seconded by Assistant Mayor Hart.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Assistant Mayor Hart.

The motion carried 7-0 and the ordinance was read the second time in abbreviated form.

Motion to suspend the rules and place the ordinance on its third and final reading in abbreviated
form made by Assistant Mayor Hart, Seconded by Director Brewer.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Assistant Mayor Hart.

The motion carried 7-0 and the ordinance was read the third time in abbreviated form.
Motion to adopt the ordinance made by Assistant Mayor Hart, Seconded by Director Roberts.
Mayor Brown asked if anyone would like to speak for or against this ordinance.

No one came forward.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Assistant Mayor Hart.

The motion carried 7-0 and the Mayor declared the ordinance adopted.

4. Consider the following:

Conduct a Public Hearing regarding the issuance of Waterworks and Sewer Facilities Revenue
Bonds, Series 2025.

Mayor Brown opened the Public Hearing.

A brief presentation was given by Executive Director Gary Smith and Jim Fowler of Counsel for
Rose Law Firm.

Mayor Brown asked if anyone would like to speak for or against this item.

No one came forward.



Mayor Brown closed the Public Hearing.

Ordinance No. 32-2024 authorized the City of Texarkana, Arkansas Public Facilities Board
to proceed with the issuance of Waterworks and Sewer Facilities Revenue Bonds, Series 2025.
(TWU) Executive Director Gary Smith and Jim Fowler of Counsel for Rose Law Firm

The ordinance was read for the first time.

Motion to suspend the rules and place the ordinance on its second reading in abbreviated form
made by Director Hollibush, Seconded by Assistant Mayor Hart.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Assistant Mayor Hart.

The motion carried 7-0 and the ordinance was read the second time in abbreviated form.

Motion to suspend the rules and place the ordinance on its third and final reading in abbreviated
form made by Assistant Mayor Hart, Seconded by Director Brewer.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Assistant Mayor Hart.

The motion carried 7-0 and the ordinance was read the third time in abbreviated form.
Motion to adopt the ordinance made by Assistant Mayor Hart, Seconded by Director Roberts.
Mayor Brown asked if anyone would like to speak for or against this ordinance.

No one came forward.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Assistant Mayor Hart.

The motion carried 7-0 and the Mayor declared the ordinance adopted.

The applicant requests an emergency clause. An emergency clause requires a separate and
distinct vote of the board and is valid only if there is a two-thirds vote of approval by the
board. (Hdbk. Const. Amend 7)

Motion to enact the emergency clause made by Assistant Mayor Hart, Seconded by Director
Roberts.

Mayor Brown asked if anyone would like to speak for or against the emergency clause.
No one came forward.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Assistant Mayor Hart.

The motion carried 7-0 and the Mayor declared the emergency clause was enacted.

5. Ordinance No. 33-2024 amended Ordinance No. K-703 of the City of Texarkana, Arkansas,
Code of Ordinances, to revise the definition of a loft apartment to delete “in the C-2 central
business district” and add “as referenced in Sec. 28-22. - Commercial district”. (PWD-
Planning) City Planner Jamie Finley

After a brief discussion, the ordinance was read for the first time.



Motion to suspend the rules and place the ordinance on its second reading in abbreviated form
made by Director Brewer, Seconded by Assistant Mayor Hart.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Assistant Mayor Hart.

The motion carried 7-0 and the ordinance was read the second time in abbreviated form.

Motion to suspend the rules and place the ordinance on its third and final reading in abbreviated
form made by Director Hollibush, Seconded by Director Roberts.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Assistant Mayor Hart.

The motion carried 7-0 and the ordinance was read the third time in abbreviated form.
Motion to adopt the ordinance made by Assistant Mayor Hart, Seconded by Director Roberts.
Mayor Brown asked if anyone would like to speak for or against this ordinance.

No one came forward.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Assistant Mayor Hart.

The motion carried 7-0 and the Mayor declared the ordinance adopted.

6. Ordinance No. 34-2024 created a Special Use Permit to allow for specific land uses related to
family care facilities, group care facilities, and group homes in residential districts. (PWD-
Planning) City Planner Jamie Finley

After a brief discussion, Assistant Mayor Hart made a motion to table the ordinance, Seconded by
Director Hollibush.

Voting Yay: Assistant Mayor Hart and Director Jewell.

Voting Nay: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, and Director
Brewer.

The motion failed 2-5 and the Mayor declared the ordinance not tabled.
After another discussion, the ordinance was read for the first time.

Motion to suspend the rules and place the ordinance on its second reading in abbreviated form
made by Director Hollibush, Seconded by Assistant Mayor Hart.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, and Assistant Mayor Hart.

Voting Nay: Director Jewell.
The motion carried 6-1 and the ordinance was read the second time in abbreviated form.

Motion to suspend the rules and place the ordinance on its third and final reading in abbreviated
form made by Director Hollibush, Seconded by Assistant Mayor Hart.



Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, and Assistant Mayor Hart.

Voting Nay: Director Jewell.

The motion carried 6-1 and the ordinance was read the third time in abbreviated form.
Motion to adopt the ordinance made by Assistant Mayor Hart, Seconded by Director Brewer.
Mayor Brown asked if anyone would like to speak for or against this ordinance.

No one came forward.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, and Assistant Mayor Hart.

Voting Nay: Director Jewell.
The motion carried 6-1 and the Mayor declared the ordinance adopted.

The applicant requests an emergency clause. An emergency clause requires a separate and
distinct vote of the board and is valid only if there is a two-thirds vote of approval by the
board. (Hdbk. Const. Amend 7)

Motion to enact the emergency clause made by Assistant Mayor Hart, Seconded by Director
Brewer.

Mayor Brown asked if anyone would like to speak for or against the emergency clause.
No one came forward.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, and Assistant Mayor Hart.

Voting Nay: Director Jewell.

The motion carried 6-1 and the Mayor declared the emergency clause was enacted.

7. Ordinance No. 35-2024 abolished Ordinance No. 14-2017, for the reemployment of
Texarkana, Arkansas Employment Retirement System (TAPERS) recipients. (ADMIN) City
Manager Tyler Richards

After a brief discussion, the ordinance was read for the first time.

Motion to suspend the rules and place the ordinance on its second reading in abbreviated form
made by Director Brewer, Seconded by Assistant Mayor Hart.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Assistant Mayor Hart.

The motion carried 7-0 and the ordinance was read the second time in abbreviated form.

Motion to suspend the rules and place the ordinance on its third and final reading in abbreviated
form made by Director Hollibush, Seconded by Assistant Mayor Hart.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Assistant Mayor Hart.



The motion carried 7-0 and the ordinance was read the third time in abbreviated form.

Motion to adopt the ordinance made by Director Hollibush, Seconded by Assistant Mayor Hart.
Mayor Brown asked if anyone would like to speak for or against this ordinance.

No one came forward.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Assistant Mayor Hart.

The motion carried 7-0 and the Mayor declared the ordinance adopted.

The applicant requests an emergency clause. An emergency clause requires a separate and
distinct vote of the board and is valid only if there is a two-thirds vote of approval by the
board. (Hdbk. Const. Amend 7)

Motion to enact the emergency clause made by Assistant Mayor Hart, Seconded by Director
Brewer.

Mayor Brown asked if anyone would like to speak for or against the emergency clause.
No one came forward.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Assistant Mayor Hart.

The motion carried 7-0 and the Mayor declared the emergency clause was enacted.

8. Ordinance No. 36-2024 amended the Texarkana, Arkansas Water Ultilities Employee
Retirement System (TWUPERS). City Manager Tyler Richards

*Director Roberts left the Board Room at 7:55 PM.*
After a brief discussion, the ordinance was read for the first time.

Motion to suspend the rules and place the ordinance on its second reading in abbreviated form
made by Director Brewer, Seconded by Assistant Mayor Hart.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director Brewer, Director Jewell,
and Assistant Mayor Hart.

The motion carried 6-0 and the ordinance was read the second time in abbreviated form.
*Director Roberts returned to the Board Room at 7:57 PM.*

Motion to suspend the rules and place the ordinance on its third and final reading in abbreviated
form made by Director Hollibush, Seconded by Director Brewer.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Assistant Mayor Hart.

The motion carried 7-0 and the ordinance was read the third time in abbreviated form.
Motion to adopt the ordinance made by Director Hollibush, Seconded by Assistant Mayor Hart.
Mayor Brown asked if anyone would like to speak for or against this ordinance.

No one came forward.



Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Assistant Mayor Hart.

The motion carried 7-0 and the Mayor declared the ordinance adopted.

The applicant requests an emergency clause. An emergency clause requires a separate and
distinct vote of the board and is valid only if there is a two-thirds vote of approval by the
board. (Hdbk. Const. Amend 7)

Motion to enact the emergency clause made by Assistant Mayor Hart, Seconded by Director
Roberts.

Mayor Brown asked if anyone would like to speak for or against the emergency clause.
No one came forward.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Assistant Mayor Hart.

The motion carried 7-0 and the Mayor declared the emergency clause was enacted.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS' COMMENTARY

Assistant Mayor Hart said he attended the 1% graduation of the Young Marines and said this was
a great organization. He also said this weekend would be Ruth Balckwell’s 100" birthday, and he
wanted to know her secret for a long life. Assistant Mayor Hart said it was an honor to serve on
the Board of Directors.

Director Brewer said his 2™ Ward 4 meeting was a great success and he wanted to thank everyone
who came. He also said he hoped the next meeting would be in March.

NEXT MEETING DATE: Monday, January 6, 2025

ADJOURN

Motion to adjourn made by Assistant Mayor Hart, Seconded by Director Brewer.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Director

Brewer, Director Jewell, and Assistant Mayor Hart.
m llen L Brown, Mayor
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The motion carried 7-0 and the meeting adjourned at 8:02 PM.

APPROVED this the 6" day of January 2025.




