Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors

City of Texarkana, Arkansas
216 Walnut Street

Minutes - Monday, April 21, 2025 - 6:00 PM

Mayor Allen Brown called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

PRESENT: Mayor Allen Brown, Ward 1 Director Terry Roberts, Assistant Mayor Ward 2 Laney
Harris, Ward 3 Director Steven Hollibush, Ward 4 Director Ulysses Brewer, Ward 5 Director
Danny Jewell, and Ward 6 Director Steve Smith.

ALSO, PRESENT: City Manager Tyler Richards, City Attorney Josh Potter, City Clerk Heather
Soyars, and Deputy City Clerk Jenny Narens.

Invocation given by Mayor Allen Brown.
Pledge of Allegiance led by Police Chief Ed Chattaway.

CITIZEN COMMUNICATION

Charlotte Bradley, alumni chapter president of the Texarkana Delta Sigma Theta Sorority
Incorporated, introduced herself and the sorority members to the Board of Directors and let them
know they were there to help in anyway.

Reverend Clinton Brewster, 1303 Booker Street, wanted to know when the traffic lights would be
in working order again.

Leedell Roberson, 2100 East 11" Street, spoke about the noise and pollution Tri-State Iron and
Metal Company made in his neighborhood.

Christine Owen, 3614 Garland Avenue, invited the Board of Directors and the community to join
in a meeting to discuss how to rid our streets of guns. She said the event would be held at Harmony
School on Saturday, April 26, 2025.

Brinder Bursey read a statement opposing the rezoning of the property located at 803 Laurel Street.
David Peavy, 105 Olive Street, spoke about the short-term rental ordinance.

Ray Bursey said he had written a complaint to the City Manager on March 5, 2025, and had not
received a response yet. He said he would like a response in writing.



CONSENT

Director Brewer made the motion to adopt the Consent agenda, Seconded by Director Roberts.
The motion carried and the following items were approved:

1. Approval of the minutes of the regular meeting April 7, 2025. (CCD) City Clerk Heather
Soyars

2. Resolution No. 2025-38 authorized the City Manager to enter into a contract with Mead and
Hunt, Inc., to update the Technically Based Local Limits for the South Regional and North
Texarkana Wastewater Treatment Plants, for the Cities of Texarkana, Arkansas, and
Texarkana, Texas. (TWU) Executive Director Gary Smith
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Resolution No. 2025-39 approved and accepted a Federal Award from the Project Safe
Neighborhood (PSN) Grant in the amount of $107,141.92 to implement a task force to identify
and target violent crime problems in the City. (TAPD) Police Chief Ed Chattaway
REGULAR

4. TABLED - Adopt an Ordinance to regulate the establishment and operation of short-term
residential rentals (FIRST READING - March 17, 2025, SECOND READING April 7, 2025).
(PWD-Planning) City Planner Jamie Finley

After a brief discussion, the motion to table the resolution made by Director Roberts, Seconded by
Director Hollibush.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Assistant Mayor Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Director Smith.

The motion carried 7-0 and the Mayor declared the resolution tabled.

5. Ordinance No. 10-2025 rezoned the property located at 803 Laurel Street, from R-4 Medium
Density Residential to C-3 Open Display Commercial. (Ward 2) (PWD-Planning) City
Planner Jamie Finley

After a brief discussion, the ordinance was read for the first time in title form.

Motion to suspend the rules and place the ordinance on its second reading in abbreviated form
made by Director Brewer, Seconded by Director Roberts.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Assistant Mayor Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, and Director Smith.

Voting Nay: Director Jewell.
The motion carried 6-1and the ordinance was read the second time in abbreviated form.

Motion to suspend the rules and place the ordinance on its third and final reading in abbreviated
form made by Director Roberts, Seconded by Assistant Mayor Harris.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Assistant Mayor Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, and Director Smith.

Voting Nay: Director Jewell.

The motion carried 6-1 and the ordinance was read the third time in abbreviated form.



Motion to adopt the ordinance made by Director Roberts, Seconded by Director Smith.
Mayor Brown asked if anyone would like to speak for or against this ordinance.
Brinder Bursey gave her opposition for the rezoning of 803 Laurel Street.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Hollibush, and Director Smith.
Voting Nay: Assistant Mayor Harris, Director Brewer, Director Jewell.

The motion carried 4-3 and the Mayor declared the ordinance adopted.

6. Ordinance No. 11-2025 rezoned the property located at 4308 Jefferson Avenue, from R-2
Single Family Residential to O-1 Office Quiet. (Ward 5) (PWD-Planning) City Planner Jamie

Finley
After a brief discussion, the ordinance was read for the first time in title form.

Motion to suspend the rules and place the ordinance on its second reading in abbreviated form
made by Assistant Mayor Harris, Seconded by Director Brewer.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Assistant Mayor Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Director Smith.

The motion carried 7-0 and the ordinance was read the second time in abbreviated form.

Motion to suspend the rules and place the ordinance on its third and final reading in abbreviated
form made by Director Brewer, Seconded by Director Roberts.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Assistant Mayor Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Director Smith.

The motion carried 7-0 and the ordinance was read the third time in abbreviated form.
Motion to adopt the ordinance made by Director Hollibush, Seconded by Director Smith.
Mayor Brown asked if anyone would like to speak for or against this ordinance.

No one came forward.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Assistant Mayor Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Director Smith.

The motion carried 7-0 and the Mayor declared the ordinance adopted.

James May, 1716 Pearl Street, asked the City to please help him with the abandoned houses next
to him. He said there was no running water or electricity and there was a foul smell coming out
of both.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS' COMMENTARY

Director Roberts wanted the citizens to know they needed to contact HyperReach, the emergency
management system, to be added to the list to be notified of weather warnings.



Assistant Mayor Harris said he wanted the City to have a customer service ordinance. He then
said he wanted to be able to add items to the agenda without a workshop. In order to place an item
on the agenda the Rules of Order and Procedure needed to be changed.

Director Jewell said he would support Assistant Mayor Harris’s proposal for the Board of Directors
to be able to add items to the agenda without a workshop.

Director Brewer gave a brief presentation about Swepco and the tree trimming they had completed.

Assistant Mayor Harris asked City Manager Tyler Richards about the traffic lights around town
not working.

City Manager Tyler Richards said a tractor hit a pole at one intersection and the Building Official
Roger Douglas said the wire had to be redone at the other intersection, and it had been ordered.

Assistant Mayor Harris asked the City Attorney if only the person/company who received the
Planned Unit Development Zoning had the right to change it.

City Attorney Josh Potter said that was correct.
NEXT MEETING DATE: Monday, May 5, 2025
ADJOURN

Motion to adjourn made by Director Brewer, Seconded by Director Roberts.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Assistant Mayor Harris, Director Hollibush, Director
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Director Smith.

The motion carried 7-0 and the meeting adjourned at 7:23 PM.

APPROVED on this 5* day of May 2025. m /)] N_)

Allen L. Brown, Mayor




