Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors

City of Texarkana, Arkansas

% 216 Walnut Street
e Minutes - Monday, May 04, 2026 - 6:00 PM

Mayor Allen Brown called the meeting to order at 6:02 PM.

PRESENT: Mayor Allen Brown, Ward 1 Director Terry Roberts, Ward 2 Director Laney Harris,
Ward 3 Director Steven Hollibush, Ward 4 Assistant Mayor Ulysses Brewer, Ward 5 Director
Danny Jewell, and Ward 6 Director Steve Smith.

ALSO, PRESENT: City Manager Tyler Richards, City Attorney Josh Potter, and Deputy City
Clerk Tabitha Churchill.

ABSENT: City Clerk Heather Soyars, and Deputy City Clerk Jenny Narens.
*Director Smith arrived at 6:06 PM.*
Invocation was given by Dr. Ellen Holmes, guest of Director Laney Harris.

Pledge of Allegiance led Director Laney Harris.

CITIZEN COMMUNICATION

None.
PRESENTATION(S)
1. Presentation of the City of Texarkana, Arkansas Employee Service Awards. (ADMIN)
Hazel Moore  Bi-State Maintenance 20 Years
Bobby Nance TWU 5 Years
Billy Teague = TWU 5 Years
John Cates TWU 15 Years

2. Proclamation celebrating the 57th Annual Professional Municipal Clerks Week May 3 - 9,
2026.

CONSENT

Director Jewell and Director Harris requested item 4. Adopt a resolution to accept the 2025 audit
engagement letter prepared by the accounting firm Forvis Mazaars, LLP. (FIN), be removed from
the Consent agenda.



Director Roberts made the motion to adopt the Consent agenda, Seconded by Director Smith. The
motion carried and the following items were approved:

3. Approval of the minutes of the regular meeting April 20, 2026. (CCD) City Clerk Heather
Soyars

5. Resolution No. 2026-44 awarded an engineering contract to Spears Engineering Company,
LLC for the design of 2025 Street Bond Rehab Projects: Broadmoor Drive, Lonoke Avenue,
and Pinson Drive. (PWD) Interim Public Works Director Tracie Lee

6. Resolution No. 2026-45 amended Resolution No. 2026-17 to add Washington Street to the
contract with Spears Engineering Company, LLC, for the design of 2025 Street Bond Rehab
Projects. (PWD) Interim Public Works Director Tracie Lee

REGULAR

4. Resolution 2026-46 accepted the 2025 audit engagement letter prepared by the accounting
firm Forvis Mazaars, LLP. (FIN) Finance Director Shena Washington

After a brief discussion, the motion to adopt the resolution made by Director Roberts, Seconded
by Director Smith.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Hollibush, Assistant Mayor Brewer,
Director Jewell, and Director Smith.

Voting Nay: Director Harris.

The motion carried 6-1 and the Mayor declared the resolution adopted.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS' COMMENTARY

Director Harris asked if police officers were required to obtain consent from private property
owners before conducting a speed monitoring checkpoint. He also requested additional
information regarding Advertising & Promotion Commission Funding for the current year.

Assistant Mayor Brewer responded funds would not be distributed until 2027.

City Manager Tyler Richards added there were instances in which funding could be issued in 2026,
if there was an urgent need and the request was approved by the Advertising & Promotion
Commission. This year funding had only been given for the Fishing Tournament due to a last-
minute change in Tournament being moved from the Texas side to the Arkansas side.

Director Jewell asked for an update on a bridge located on Franklin Street.

City Manager Tyler Richards responded he did not have an update at this time, but he would
provide one as quickly as possible.

CITY MANAGER REPORT

City Manager Tyler Richards discussed the City’s collaboration with the Texarkana USA Chamber
of Commerce regarding the College Hill grocery initiative. He stated a public survey had been
developed and could be accessed via QR code, and with physical copies available at City Hall,
Lifehouse Church, and Boone Ministries.



Director Roberts inquired whether any grocery stores had expressed interest at this time.
City Manager Richards responded no specific grocery store had expressed interest.

Director Harris asked why, as the Director of Ward 2, he had not been involved in the planning
process.

City Manager Richards responded he had previously reached out to Director Harris.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
The Board of Directors entered Executive Session at 6:40 PM.

The Mayor reconvened the meeting at 6:43 PM, and the following action was taken:

7. Resolution No. 2026-47 reappointed Ronald Bruce, Adger Smith, and Rob Sitterly to the
Airport Authority. (CCD) City Clerk Heather Soyars

Motion to adopt the resolution made by Director Harris, Seconded by Director Roberts.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Assistant Mayor
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Director Smith.

The motion carried 7-0 and the Mayor declared the resolution adopted.

8. Resolution No. 2026-48 reappointed Dr. Ellen Holmes to the Advertising & Promotion
Commission. (CCD) City Clerk Heather Soyars

Motion to adopt the resolution made by Assistant Mayor Brewer, Seconded by Director Jewell.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Assistant Mayor
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Director Smith.

The motion carried 7-0 and the Mayor declared the resolution adopted.
NEXT MEETING DATE: Monday, May 18, 2026
ADJOURN

Motion to adjourn made by Director Roberts, Seconded by Director Smith.

Voting Yea: Mayor Brown, Director Roberts, Director Harris, Director Hollibush, Assistant Mayor
Brewer, Director Jewell, and Director Smith.

The motion carried 7-0 and the meeting adjourned at 6:46 PM.

APPROVED on this 18" day of May 2026. Mﬁ

/ LWsses Brewer’, Assistant Mayor

1 Ays

4. Deputy City Clerk



