
PU B L I C  NO T I CE  - Notice Is Hereby Given That the Tangipahoa Parish Council Will Meet in Regular 

Session on Monday, December 09, 2019 Immediately Following the Public Hearing Held At 5:30 PM At 

Tangipahoa Parish Government Building, 206 East Mulberry Street, Amite, Louisiana, contact number (985) 

748-3211 

 

PU B L I C  HEA R ING  - Notice Is Hereby Given That a Public Hearing Will Be Held by The Tangipahoa 

Parish Council on Monday, December 09, 2019 at 5:30 PM At Tangipahoa Parish Government Building, 206 

East Mulberry Street, Amite, Louisiana, contact number (985)748-3211, on the following:    

 

T.P. Ordinance No. 19-52- An ordinance to authorize the Tangipahoa Parish Council- President 

Government to accept a donation of immovable property from Andrew M. Edwards, II and 

Katherine Edwards Vigneron and to authorize the Parish President or his authorized designee to 

sign any and all documents in regards to the acceptance of the aforementioned donation 

T.P. Ordinance No. 19-44- An ordinance adopting the operating and capital outlay budgets of the 

Tangipahoa Parish Council for fiscal year 2020 

T.P. Ordinance No. 19-53- An ordinance amending T.P. Ordinance No. 91-8 and T.P. Ordinance No. 96-3- 

regarding the Tangipahoa Parish code of ordinances, Chapter 13- Logging Permits 

T.P. Ordinance No. 19-54- An ordinance amending T.P. Ordinance No. 19-31- Adoption of operating and 

capital outlay budgets of the Tangipahoa Parish Council-President Government for fiscal year 2019 

T.P. Ordinance No. 19-55- An ordinance amending Tangipahoa Parish Subdivision Regulations on various 

requirements and allowing those requirements to become development regulations for codification 

T.P. Ordinance No. 19-56- An ordinance adopting the Tangipahoa Parish Government Employee Handbook 

T.P. Ordinance No. 19-57- Adoption of the 2020 budget of the Tangipahoa Parish Convention and Visitors 

Bureau 

T.P. Ordinance No. 19-58- - An ordinance adopting the 2020 operating budget of the Tangipahoa Parish 

Library Board of Control 

T.P. Ordinance No. 19-59- An ordinance amending the 2019 budget of the Tangipahoa Parish Convention 

and Visitors Bureau 

T.P. Ordinance No. 19-60-A variance to TP Ordinance No. 11-56 to allow for approval of a two-family 

duplex on one platted lot of record that is adjacent to a lot of record under same ownership, 

including partnership LLC for Lot 2 of Schillage Partition. (Old Baton Rouge Highway) 

T.P. Ordinance No. 19-61-A variance to TP Ordinance No. 11-08 at 14256 East Blackcat Road to allow for 

an Automobile Impound Facility with no storage of vehicles to construct a 6-foot fence in line with 

State regulation and provide a site plan in lieu of a survey 

Tangipahoa Parish Council 
Tangipahoa Parish Government Building 

206 East Mulberry Street, Amite, LA  70422 

Regular Meeting Immediately Following Public Hearing 

December 09, 2019 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

INVOCATION 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE (All Veterans and active military, please render the proper salute) 

ROLL CALL 

CELL PHONES - Please Mute or Turn Off 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES- Regular meeting dated November 25, 2019 

PUBLIC INPUT - Anyone Wishing to Address Agenda Items Which Were Not on Public Hearing 

PARISH PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

1. Approval of Change Order No. 4- Club Deluxe Road Overlay and Widening 

2. Approval of Four (4) or More New Current Year Model 5-6 Yard Dump Body 

3. Approval of Two (2) or More New Current Year Model 12-16 Yard Dump Body Bids 

4. Approval of TPG Fiscal Agent 

5. Financial Report 

REGULAR BUSINESS 
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6. Adoption of T.P. Ordinance No. 19-52- An ordinance to authorize the Tangipahoa Parish Council- 

President Government to accept a donation of immovable property from Andrew M. Edwards, II 

and Katherine Edwards Vigneron and to authorize the Parish President or his authorized designee 

to sign any and all documents in regards to the acceptance of the aforementioned donation 

7. Adoption of T.P. Ordinance No. 19-44- An ordinance adopting the operating and capital outlay 

budgets of the Tangipahoa Parish Council for fiscal year 2020 

8. Adoption of T.P. Ordinance No. 19-53- An ordinance amending T.P. Ordinance No. 91-8 and T.P. 

Ordinance No. 96-3- regarding the Tangipahoa Parish code of ordinances, Chapter 13- Logging 

Permits 

9. Adoption of T.P. Ordinance No. 19-54- An ordinance amending T.P. Ordinance No. 19-31- Adoption 

of operating and capital outlay budgets of the Tangipahoa Parish Council-President Government 

for fiscal year 2019 

10. Adoption of T.P. Ordinance No. 19-55- An ordinance amending Tangipahoa Parish Subdivision 

Regulations on various requirements and allowing those requirements to become development 

regulations for codification 

11. Adoption of T.P. Ordinance No. 19-56- An ordinance adopting the Tangipahoa Parish Government 

Employee Handbook 

12. Adoption of T.P. Ordinance No. 19-57- Adoption of the 2020 budget of the Tangipahoa Parish 

Convention and Visitors Bureau 

13. Adoption of T.P. Ordinance No. 19-58- - An ordinance adopting the 2020 operating budget of the 

Tangipahoa Parish Library Board of Control 

14. Adoption of T.P. Ordinance No. 19-59- An ordinance amending the 2019 budget of the Tangipahoa 

Parish Convention and Visitors Bureau 

15. Adoption of T.P. Ordinance No. 19-60-A variance to TP Ordinance No. 11-56 to allow for approval 

of a two-family duplex on one platted lot of record that is adjacent to a lot of record under same 

ownership, including partnership LLC for Lot 2 of Schillage Partition. (Old Baton Rouge Highway) 

16. Adoption of T.P. Ordinance No. 19-61-A variance to TP Ordinance No. 11-08 at 14256 East Blackcat 

Road to allow for an Automobile Impound Facility with no storage of vehicles to construct a 6-foot 

fence in line with State regulation and provide a site plan in lieu of a survey 

17. Introduction of T.P. Ordinance No. 19-62 - An ordinance approving the contract with Acadian 

Ambulance Service, Inc. and authorizing the Parish President to sign any and all documents in 

regards thereto 

18. December 9th- Appoint/Re-appoint Hospital Service District No. 2- Robbie Lee 

19. Appoint/Re-Appoint Gravity Drainage District No. 4 

BEER, WINE, AND LIQUOR PERMITS 

20. Energy Express/ Back and 4th Quick Mart 

43234 Pumpkin Center Road 

Hammond, LA 70403 

Class B/ Class A/B 

 

21. Sunny Times 1/ Bedico Food Mart 

27466 Highway 22 

Ponchatoula, La 70454 

Class B/Class A/B 

 

LEGAL MATTERS 

COUNCILMEN'S PRIVILEGES 

ADJOURN 

Kristen Pecararo                                                                 Daily Star 

Clerk of Council                                                                  Please Publish December 5, 2019 

 

Posted @ T.P. Courthouse Annex December 5, 2019 

In Accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, If You Need Special Assistance, please contact 

Kristen Pecararo at 985-748-2290 describing the Assistance that is necessary. 
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CHANGE ORDER
CHANGE ORDER NO.

      DATE:

         PROJECT NUMBER AND DESCRIPTION:

         CONTRACTOR:

               ADDRESS:

ITEM UNIT

NO. UNIT PRICE QUANTITY AMOUNT QUANTITY AMOUNT

RW-4 Sq. Yd. $9.00 4,297 $38,673.00 3,065 $27,585.00

RW-5 Lin. Ft. $5.80 0 $0.00 1,595 $9,251.00

RW-6 Sq. Yd. $3.80 26,479.50 $100,622.10 40,300 $153,140.00

RW-8 Cu. Yd. $18.00 28,088 $505,584.00 26,853 $483,354.00

RW-9 Cu. Yd. $23.00 106.90 $2,458.70 1,000 $23,000.00

RW-10 Sq. Yd. $1.50 2,157 $3,235.50 1,500 $2,250.00

RW-12 Sq. Yd. $88.00 283.50 $24,948.00 350 $30,800.00

RW-13 Sq. Yd. $62.00 1,206.50 $74,803.00 655 $40,610.00

RW-14 Tons $66.00 2,678.69 $176,793.54 2,679.69 $176,859.54

RW-15 Tons $67.00 13,710.46 $918,600.82 13,835 $926,945.00

RW-18 Cu. Yd. $57.00 1,742.26 $99,308.82 2,500 $142,500.00

RW-30 Lin. Ft. $19.50 1,833 $35,743.50 2,270 $44,265.00

RW-31 Lin. Ft. $10.00 460 $4,600.00 320 $3,200.00

A-RW-12 Tons $88.00 397.62 $34,990.56 383 $33,704.00

X-024 Lump $39,330.00 1.00 $39,330.00 0.00 $0.00

X-025 Lump $19,291.25 1.00 $19,291.25 0.00 $0.00

X-026 Lump $18,480.75 1.00 $18,480.75 0.00 $0.00

TOTAL $2,097,463.54 $2,097,463.54

AMOUNT OVER / UNDER RUN

EXPLANATION OF CHANGE ORDER:

Removal of Chain Link Fence 
and Gates

Guard Rail Foundation 
Modifications at 72-Inch 
Cross Drains

Non-Plastic Embankment

Geotextile Fabric

Portland Cement Concrete 
Pavement (8.5" Thick)

Portland Cement Concrete 
Pavement (6" Thick)

Superpave Asphaltic 
Concrete (Leveling Course)

Erosion Control Matting and 
Hydroseeding

Superpave Asphaltic 
Concrete (Binder Course)

Portland Cement Concrete 
Curb and Gutter

Portland Cement Concrete 
Curb

Superpave Asphaltic 
Concrete (Wearing Course)

Item Nos. RW-4 thru RW-6, RW-8 thru RW-10, RW-12 thru RW-15, RW-18, RW-30, RW-31

1215 River Road

Removal of Pavement 
(Concrete or Asphaltic) (Up to 
12" Thick)

$0.00

and A-RW-12:  Quantity adjustment to reflect actual quantities installed or anticipated to be needed.

TANGIPAHOA PARISH GOVERNMENT

REVISED ORIGINAL

4

Club Deluxe Road Overlay and Widening

Bridge City, LA  70094

CDBG No. 53PARA2101

Beverly Construction Co., LLC

November 15, 2019

HMGP No. 1603-105-0011

Asphalt Tie-In at Arnolds 
Creek Bridge

Asphaltic Surface Treatment 
of Class II Base Course

ITEM

Embankment

Traffic Maintenance 
Aggregate

     Item No. X-024:  Add item to grind down the concrete of the existing west bridge approach slab and to mill and overlay asphalt paving on the west

Club Deluxe Road Overlay and Widening
Change Order No. 4 Page 1 of 2Page 3
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RECOMMENDED BY:

DATE:

Engineer

APPROVED BY:

DATE:

Contractor

DATE:

Director

DATE:

that were necessitated by the conflicts caused by private utility company facility relocations, cover over the 72-inch cross drains was significantly

LINFIELD, HUNTER & JUNIUS, INC.

of the roadway between the Fun Farm driveway and the bridge over Arnolds Creek and for hydroseeding within the project limits in lieu of seeding

and fertilizing.

     Item No. X-026:  Add item to modify the guard rail foundation over the 72-inch cross drains.  Due to adjustments to the subsurface drainage system 

of time to the Contract Times related to the changes enacted by this Change Order No. 4.  It is further understood and agreed that the amounts and

any additional time included in this Change Order No. 4 are hereby accepted on behalf of the Contractor, its subcontractors and suppliers as full and

any costs, modifications or changes in the sequence of the Work to be performed, delays, rescheduling, disruptions, extended direct or general

Robby Miller, Parish President

reduced in turn reducing available guard rail post embedment.   A concrete foundation slab was required and guard rail posts had to be modified

BEVERLY CONSTRUCTION CO., LLC

final compensation from the Owner for all extended field and home office overhead costs for those items, and that neither the Contractor nor its

subcontractors or suppliers shall seek any additional compensation of any kind or any additional extensions of the Contract Time from the Owner for

     This Change Order No. 4 includes all direct costs of the Contractor such as labor, material, job overhead and profit mark-up and also includes

overhead, acceleration, any escalation including but not limited to escalation in material or wages, and any other impact costs and any extensions

the changes or additional work specifically added by this Change Order No. 4.

to provide required post anchorage.

     Item No. X-025:  Add item for the additional costs incurred to provide erosion control matting along the roadway embankment slopes on both sides

 side of the Arnolds Creek Bridge as requested by the Parish to provide a smooth transition at the bridge.

Club Deluxe Road Overlay and Widening
Change Order No. 4 Page 2 of 2Page 4
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T.P. Ordinance No. 19-52 

 

"AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE TANGIPAHOA PARISH COUNCIL-PRESIDENT 

GOVERNMENT TO ACCEPT A DONATION OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY FROM ANDREW M. 

EDWARDS, III AND KATHERINE EDWARDS VIGNERON AND TO AUTHORIZE THE PARISH 

PRESIDENT OR HIS AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE TO SIGN ANY AND ALL DOCUMENTS IN 

REGARDS TO THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE AFOREMENTIONED DONATION" 

 

 WHEREAS, Andrew M. Edwards, II and Katherine Edwards Vigneron have offered to donate to 

the Tangipahoa Parish Council-President Government a parcel of property being 100.44 acres, more or 

less; and 

 

 THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Tangipahoa Parish Council, the legislative branch of 

parish government, which along with the Parish President of Tangipahoa Parish, Louisiana constitute the 

parish government, the said Tangipahoa Parish Council-President Government having a Home Rule form 

of government and acting pursuant to the authority of that Home Rule Charter which became effective on 

October 27, 1986 as follows: 

 

 That the Tangipahoa Parish President or his authorized designee as the representative of and for 

and on behalf of the Tangipahoa Parish Council-President Government, be and is hereby authorized, 

empowered and directed to accept from the donors, Andrew M. Edwards, II and Katherine Edwards 

Vigneron, the following described parcel of property described as Edwards Small Development on the 

survey of Bradley J. Roberts, Professional Land Surveyor, dated October 3, 2019 and further described as 

Exhibit A attached. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER OBTAINED that upon the acceptance of the donation of the hereinabove 

described property from the donors, Andrew M. Edwards, II and Katherine Edwards Vigneron, this 

property shall thereafter belong to and be owned by the Tangipahoa Parish Council-President 

Government. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Tangipahoa Parish Council that this ordinance shall take 

effect immediately upon the signature of the Tangipahoa Parish President. 

 

 The above and foregoing ordinance having been duly submitted to the Tangipahoa Parish Council 

in writing; introduced at a public meeting of the Tangipahoa Parish Council; discussed at a duly 

scheduled and noticed public hearing; after motion and second was submitted to the official vote of the 

Tangipahoa Parish Council. 

 

On motion by                 _________        and seconded by          __________            , the 

foregoing ordinance was hereby declared adopted on this 9th day of December, 2019 by the following 

roll-call vote: 

 

 

YEAS:  

 

 

NAYS:  

 

 

ABSENT:  

 

 

NOT VOTING:  

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________     _______________________________ 

Kristen Pecararo      Lionell Wells 

Clerk of Council      Chairman 

Tangipahoa Parish Council     Tangipahoa Parish Council 

 

INTRODUCED: November 12, 2019 
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PUBLISHED:         December 5, 2019 HAMMOND DAILY STAR -  

      OFFICIAL JOURNAL 

   

ADOPTED:  December 9, 2019 

 

DELIVERED TO PRESIDENT:                   day of December, 2019 at               

 

 

APPROVED BY PRESIDENT:   _____________________________         __________ 

                                   Robby Miller                           Date 

VETOED BY PRESIDENT:      _____________________________         __________ 

                                   Robby Miller                            Date 

 

RECEIVED FROM PRESIDENT:                 day of December, 2019 at                 
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 T.P. Ordinance No. 19-44 
 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE OPERATING AND CAPITAL 

OUTLAY BUDGETS OF THE TANGIPAHOA PARISH COUNCIL 

FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Tangipahoa Parish Council, governing authority of 

Tangipahoa Parish, State of Louisiana, that the attached Operating and Capital Outlay 

Budgets of the Tangipahoa Parish Council for Fiscal Year 2020 be hereby adopted. 

 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH GOVERNMENT 

PROPOSED BUDGET FOR YEAR ENDING 12/31/2020 

 

Fund Revenue  Expenses 

General   $ 16,599,653    $ 16,000,323  

OPEB  $      545,014    $      137,568  

Administrative       1,986,240         1,934,007  

Road & Bridge Maint.     15,119,000       14,771,366  

Road & Bridge Contract       4,350,000         4,335,500  

Garbage Maintenance       8,569,950         9,607,770  

Road Lighting #1 - #7          544,634            599,753  

Health Unit       2,998,500         2,791,751  

Animal Control          933,302            930,667  

Section 8 Housing       3,319,000         3,345,452  

Witness Fee            88,800              78,552  

Industrial Development          666,000            645,882  

FP Arena Operations          547,600            503,632  

Juror Per Diem          151,700            152,068  

RRG Housing Grant          400,000            299,221  

Council Chambers Comm            75,010              75,000  

WIOA Funds       4,584,349         4,584,349  

  $ 61,478,752    $ 60,792,861  

 

Copies of the T.P. Proposed Budget for 2020 are available for public inspection at the 

Offices of Tangipahoa Parish Government, 206 East Mulberry Street, Courthouse Annex 

Building, Amite, LA on Monday - Friday, 8:00 am thru 4:00pm. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this ordinance shall become effective 

immediately upon signature of the Parish President. 

 

This ordinance having been submitted in writing, having been introduced at a public 

meeting of the Tangipahoa Parish Council, discussed at a public hearing of said Council 

and was submitted to an official vote of the TPC. 
 

On motion by                                         and seconded by                                          , the 

foregoing ordinance was hereby declared adopted on this 9th day of December, 2019 by the 

following roll-call vote: 

 

YEAS:  

 

NAYS:  

 

ABSENT:  

 

NOT VOTING:  
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ATTEST: 

 
 

_____________________________                        _______________________________ 

Kristen Pecararo Lionell Wells 

Clerk of Council                                                        Chairman 

Tangipahoa Parish Council                                       Tangipahoa Parish Council 

 

INTRODUCED: October 15, 2019 

 

PUBLISHED:                December 5, 2019 HAMMOND DAILY STAR -  

 OFFICIAL JOURNAL 

   

ADOPTED: December 9, 2019 

 

DELIVERED TO PRESIDENT:                  day of December, 2019 at                       A.M. 

 

APPROVED BY PRESIDENT:   _____________________________          __________ 

                                                       Robby Miller                                Date 

VETOED BY PRESIDENT:         _____________________________         __________ 

                                                        Robby Miller                               Date 

 

RECEIVED FROM PRESIDENT:                   day of December, 2019 at                  A. M. 
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T.P. Ordinance No. 19-53 

 

"AN ORDINANCE AMENDING T.P. ORDINANCE NO. 91-8 AND T.P. ORDINANCE NO. 96-3- 

REGARDING THE TANGIPAHOA PARISH CODE OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 13- LOGGING 

PERMITS” 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Tangipahoa Parish Council President Government, governing authority of 

Tangipahoa Parish, State of Louisiana that the Tangipahoa Parish logging regulations be hereby amended 

and codified as follows: 

ARTICLE VI. - LOGGING 

Sec. 13-121. - Definitions. 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 

ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

-Lot means a small parcel of real estate less than one acre in size. 

-Tract means a parcel of land larger than a lot but not imparting in itself any precise dimension.  

 

Sec. 13-122. - Permit required; issuance, form. 

All contractors-producers of timber, poles, piling, pulpwood and/or any forest products shall be 

required to pay a fee, which will be nonrefundable, for a permit to perform logging operations in the 

parish. 

 

It shall be unlawful for the owner or operator of any vehicle, truck, trailer or combination thereof 

engaged in the transportation of pulpwood, cord wood or other wood products upon the streets or 

highways of the Parish to permit the same to be operated on such streets and highways or roads 

without first obtaining a permit for operation of said equipment from the Parish Council.  

 

REPEAL Current - Sec. 13-123. - Each lot or tract requires separate permit.  

 

AMEND to Read - Sec. 13-123. - Annual Permit Standards 

The cost of the permit shall be in an amount of one hundred dollars ($100.00), per year, for the owner 

of the vehicle, truck, trailer or combination thereof. In addition, in order for the permit granted to be 

applicable, the owner and operator of any vehicle, truck, trailer or combination thereof engaged in the 

transportation of pulpwood, cord wood or other wood products in the Parish shall notify the Parish 

Permit Office within twenty-four (24) hours of the operation of the vehicle or equipment of the 

location of any highways, streets or roads that shall be used within the Parish.  

 

Sec. 13-124. - Display of permit. 

The logging permit must be displayed in a conspicuous place at the logging site which can be seen 

from the roadway. A copy of the permit must be kept in each truck of the logging operation to which 

the permit is issued. The permit shall include the name, address and telephone number of the 

contractor-producer. 

 

If permit is not displayed, the logging company shall pay a $250.00 penalty. 

 

Sec. 13-125. - Failure to comply; voiding of permit. 

Failure to comply with any directive of this article shall allow for immediate voiding of the permit by 

the parish enforcement agency until such violation is corrected at which time a new permit may be 

applied for. 

 

Sec. 13-126. - Identification displayed on trucks. 

The name, address and telephone number of the logging contractor/producer shall be clearly 

displayed on all trucks at all times for the logging permit to be valid. 

 

Sec. 13-127. - Inspection of sites. 

At the completion of log hauling activities, notification shall be given to the appropriate office for 

inspection of the site. Inspection will be completed within two days. 

 

Sec. 13-128. - Clearing of drainage ditches, canals. 

When the logging operation will cease for five or more days, drainage ditches and/or canals shall be 

cleared of obstructions. 

 

Sec. 13-129. - Cleaning of roads. 

If during logging operations wet conditions cause mud to be tracked onto roads causing an unsafe 

driving condition, the parish may halt such operations until roads are cleaned or until it is deemed 

safe for traffic to resume. 

 

Sec. 13-130. - Violations; penalties. 

Permit for logging operations required; violations; penalties 
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On a first violation of this Section, the offender (logging company) shall pay a penalty not less than 

two hundred-fifty dollars ($250.00) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500.00). 

 

On a second violation of this Section, the offender (logging company) shall pay a penalty not less 

than five hundred dollars ($500.00), and potential imprisoned for not more than thirty (30) days. 

 

On a third conviction, the offender shall have the permit to operate in the Parish revoked and may be 

fined or imprisoned to the maximum extent allowed by law for the violation of any local governing 

authority ordinance. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Tangipahoa Parish Council that this ordinance shall take 

effect immediately upon the signature of the Tangipahoa Parish President and all previous ordinances in 

conflict with said ordinance are hereby repealed. 

 

 The above and foregoing ordinance having been duly submitted to the Tangipahoa Parish Council 

in writing; introduced at a public meeting of the Tangipahoa Parish Council; discussed at a duly 

scheduled and noticed public hearing; after motion and second was submitted to the official vote of the 

Tangipahoa Parish Council. 

 

On motion by __________________________and seconded by _______________________, the 

foregoing ordinance was hereby declared adopted on this 9th day of December, 2019 by the following 

roll-call vote: 

 

 

YEAS:  

 

 

NAYS:  

 

 

ABSENT:  

 

 

NOT VOTING:  

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________     _______________________________ 

Kristen Pecararo      Lionell Wells 

Clerk of Council      Chairman 

Tangipahoa Parish Council     Tangipahoa Parish Council 

 

INTRODUCED: November 12, 2019 

 

PUBLISHED:         December 5, 2019 HAMMOND DAILY STAR -  

      OFFICIAL JOURNAL 

   

ADOPTED:  December 9, 2019 

 

DELIVERED TO PRESIDENT:                   day of December, 2019 at               

 

 

APPROVED BY PRESIDENT:   _____________________________         __________ 

                                   Robby Miller                           Date 

VETOED BY PRESIDENT:      _____________________________         __________ 

                                   Robby Miller                            Date 

 

RECEIVED FROM PRESIDENT:                 day of December, 2019 at                 
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T.P. Ordinance No. 19-55 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TANGIPAHOA PARISH SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS ON 

VARIOUS REQUIREMENTS AND ALLOWING THOSE REQUIREMENTS TO BECOME 

DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS FOR CODIFICATION. 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Tangipahoa Parish Council-President Government, governing authority of 

Tangipahoa Parish, State of Louisiana that the Tangipahoa Parish Development Regulations for Residential 

Subdivisions be hereby amended to allow for codified standards: 

 

Repeal T.P. Ord No. 06-10, recognizing Coving Design standards as no longer included as a residential 

subdivision design. 

 

Remove wording from T.P. Ord No. 06-78, “Any subdivision with egress and ingress on a State Highway must 

submit a permit application to LA D.O.T.D. This application must include the total subdivision even if it is to 

be constructed in Phases. The approved permit must be presented with the Final Plans. The Tangipahoa Parish 

Planning Commission is hereby given authority to delay for not more than fifty (50) days or deny approval of 

plans for subdivisions, apartment complexes, condominiums, mobile home parks, town homes when the capacity 

or configuration of the parish road which must serve as access to the subdivision, apartment complex, 

condominiums, mobile home park or town homes does not meet the design standards for "Local Roads and 

Streets" as set by LA D.O.T.D. This determination will be made by the Parish Engineer in consultation with the 

Developer and his Consulting Engineer within. Within 30 days. This determination will be valid for 6 months. 

Any subdivision consisting of fifty (50) acres or more and must use a parish road for access which has less than 

eighteen feet (18") wide riding surface and less than fifty feet (50) wide right-of-way must have lots consisting 

of one (1.0) acre or more.” As T.P. Ord 19-46 amends the requirements for Transportation Study and/or 

Traffic Analysis requirements for developments.   
  
Standards Approval Procedure for Phased Development –  

Revise current regulations book under Procedures for Preliminary Approval 7) to read, “A total overall 

conceptual design layout is to be submitted for the entire proposed development that includes all phases for 

development. If subdivision is the be divided into phases, all potential phases must be shown. No construction 

activities may begin until Final Approval is received.  

Revise current regulations book under Procedures for Preliminary Approval 10) to read “Preliminary Approval 

shall expire if Final Approval is not given by the Planning Commission within twelve (12) months of receiving 

Preliminary Approval. The entire development or specific phases may be brought forward for Final Approval. 

All documents required in a Final Approval Application as per regulations at time of submission must be 

provided to the Planning Commission for the development or phase(s) being requested for Final Approval.”  

 

Revise current regulations book under Procedures for Final Approval 4) to read, “Final Approval may be 

requested for the entire development or submitted by phases. Once Approval is granted, construction of 

infrastructure may begin for what was submitted and approved. Any subdivision infrastructure improvements 

not completed within five (5) years of receiving Final Approval must be resubmitted for new approval and 

shall meet all current infrastructure standards at the time of new request. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this ordinance shall become effective immediately upon signature 

of the Parish President. 

 

This ordinance having been submitted in writing, having been introduced at a public meeting of the 

Tangipahoa Parish Council, discussed at a public hearing of said Council and was submitted to an official vote 

of the TPC. 

On motion by __________________________and seconded by _______________________, the foregoing 
ordinance was hereby declared adopted on this 9th day of December, 2019 by the following roll-call vote: 
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YEAS:  

 

 

NAYS:  

 

 

ABSENT:  

 

 

NOT VOTING:  

 

 

ATTEST: 

 
_______________________     _______________________________ 

Kristen Pecararo       Lionell Wells 

Clerk of Council       Chairman 

Tangipahoa Parish Council     Tangipahoa Parish Council 

 

INTRODUCED:  November 25, 2019 

 

PUBLISHED:         December 5, 2019 HAMMOND DAILY STAR -  

      OFFICIAL JOURNAL 

   

ADOPTED:  December 9, 2019 

 

DELIVERED TO PRESIDENT:                   day of December, 2019 at               

 

 

APPROVED BY PRESIDENT:   _____________________________         __________ 

                                     Robby Miller                           Date 

 

VETOED BY PRESIDENT:      _____________________________         __________ 

                                     Robby Miller                            Date 

 

 

RECEIVED FROM PRESIDENT:                 day of December, 2019 at                 
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RECEIPT AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK 
 

 
I have received and reviewed a copy of the Tangipahoa Parish employee 

handbook.  I understand that I am responsible for reading, understanding, and adhering 

to the policies contained in the handbook. 

I understand that this handbook is not an employment contract, and is not to be 

construed, under any circumstances, as a promise or guarantee of continued 

employment.  I understand that by my acceptance of employment with the Parish, I 

recognize that the employment relationship is at will and may be terminated by me or the 

Parish at any time. 

I understand that no member of management, other than the Parish President, 

has the authority to enter in any agreement for employment or benefits for any period of 

time, or to make any agreement contrary to the foregoing.  I further understand that any 

policies, procedures and benefits discussed in this handbook may be changed by the 

Parish at any time, without notice. 

I understand that as a Tangipahoa Parish employee, I may be given Parish 

property for use during my employment, including equipment, laptop computers, keys, 

proximity cards, and the like. Should my employment with Tangipahoa Parish 

terminate, I understand that I am responsible for returning any and all Parish property, 

upon collection of my final paycheck. If for any reason I do not return Parish property, I 

agree that Tangipahoa Parish may deduct the value of such items from my final 

paycheck. 

 

 
     _______   

DATE SIGNATURE 
 

 
 

              _______  

PRINT NAME 
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Welcome Parish Employee, 
 
 
On behalf of everyone at Tangipahoa Parish Government, I welcome you. It is our hope and 

prayer you will experience much success. We know each employee contributes directly to the 

Parish’s growth and success. Your commitment to serve your community will give us pride in 

having you on our team.  

 

As part of #Team Tangipahoa, you are expected to contribute your talents and energies to 

improve the services we provide and the Parish overall.  It is our goal to create an environment 

that provides opportunities for you to grow in your career. 

 

The Tangipahoa Parish Government does not enter into employment contracts with 

employees. All employment at Tangipahoa Parish Government is “at will” employment. 

Employees will have fair and equal opportunities and benefits regardless of age, sex, color, 

race, national origin, religion or disability and will receive fair and equal treatment.  

 

This handbook was developed to describe some of the expectations of our employees and to 

outline policies, programs, and benefits available to eligible employees. Employees should 

read the handbook as soon as possible because it will answer many questions about 

employment with Tangipahoa Parish. 
 
We hope that your experience here will be challenging, enjoyable, and rewarding. Again, 
welcome and best wishes for a fulfilling career! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

 
Robby Miller, President 

Tangipahoa Parish 
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  PURPOSE OF THIS HANDBOOK 

 
This handbook has been prepared to inform you about the Parish’s history, philosophy, employment 
practices and policies, as well as the benefits provided to you as a valued employee and the conduct 
expected of you. 

 
No employee manual can answer every question, nor would we want to restrict the normal question and 
answer interchange among us. For it is through our person-to-person interactions that we can better know 
one another, express our views, and work together in a harmonious relationship. We hope this manual will 
help you feel comfortable with us. We depend on you, and your success is our success. Please do not 
hesitate to ask questions. Your supervisor will gladly answer them. We believe you will enjoy your work and 
your fellow employees here. We also believe you will find Tangipahoa Parish a good place to work. 

 
We ask that you read this handbook carefully and refer to it whenever questions arise. We also suggest that 
you take it home so your family can become familiar with the Parish and our policies. Tangipahoa Parish’s 
policies, benefits and rules, as explained in this manual, may be changed from time to time as business, 
employment legislation, and economic conditions dictate. If and when revisions are made, you will be 
informed of updated version.  

 
We have avoided the use of specific gender pronouns wherever possible. However, where such avoidance 
would have led to very awkward sentences, we have used the masculine pronoun. This use should be 
considered to refer to both genders. 

 
NOTICE 

 
The policies in this handbook are to be considered guidelines. Parish policies and procedures included in 
this handbook do not constitute a contract with employees, nor do they promise continued employment. 
The Parish reserves the legal right to recruit, select, direct, discipline and discharge employees and 
exercise full discretion over the organization’s policies, procedures, and performance of work. Tangipahoa 
Parish, at its option, may change, delete, suspend or discontinue any part or parts of this manual at any 
time without prior notice. Any such action shall apply to existing as well as future employees with continued 
employment being the consideration between the employer and employee. 

 
No one other than the Parish President and Parish Council may alter or modify any of the policies in this 
handbook.  No statement or promise by an employee, supervisor, manager, assistant director, or 
department head may be interpreted as a change in policy nor will it constitute an agreement with an 
employee. 

 
Should any provision in the Employee Handbook be found to be unenforceable and invalid, such finding 
does not invalidate the entire Employee Handbook, but only that section. 

 
This handbook replaces (supersedes) all other previous handbooks. 
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CODE OF EMPLOYER-EMPLOYEE RELATIONS 

 
Tangipahoa Parish implements fair and effective personnel policies and requires all 
employees to support the organization’s best interests. 

 
Tangipahoa Parish is committed to a mutually rewarding and direct relationship with its 
employees. Thus, Tangipahoa Parish attempts to: 

 
• Provide equal employment opportunities and treatment regardless of race, religion, 

color, sex, age, national origin, or disability; 

• Establish reasonable hours of work based on the Parish’s needs  

• Monitor and comply with applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations 
concerning employee safety; 

• Be receptive to constructive suggestions about job duties, working conditions, or 
personnel policies; and 

• Establish appropriate means for employees to discuss matters of 
concern with their immediate supervisor or department head. 

 
Tangipahoa Parish, as part of its commitment to providing citizens with excellent products 
and services and to creating a productive work environment, expects all employees to: 

 

• Deal with citizens and vendors in a professional manner; 

• Represent Tangipahoa Parish in a positive and ethical manner; 

• Perform assigned tasks in an efficient manner; 

• Be punctual; 

• Demonstrate a considerate, friendly, and constructive attitude toward fellow 
employees; and 

• Follow the policies and procedures implemented by Tangipahoa Parish 

 
Management retains the sole discretion to exercise all managerial functions, including the 
rights to: 

 

• Dismiss, assign, supervise, and discipline employees; 

• Determine and change starting times, quitting times, and shifts; 

• Transfer employees within departments or into other departments; 

• Determine and change methods by which its operations are to be carried out, 

• Determine and change the nature, location, services rendered, quantity, and continued 
operation of the municipality; and 

• Assign duties to employees in accordance with Tangipahoa Parish’s needs and 
requirements and to carry out all ordinary administrative and management functions. 
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ORGANIZATION DESCRIPTION 

 
Section I.-01 

The Tangipahoa Parish Home Rule Charter Commission has proposed, and the electors have 
adopted this, their home rule charter, under the authority of Article VI, Section 5, of the 
Louisiana Constitution of 1974, hereinafter referred to as “constitution.”  The Parish of 
Tangipahoa is therefore a local governmental subdivision which operates under a home rule 
charter and, subject to said charter, is authorized as hereinafter provided to exercise any power 
and perform any function necessary, requisite or proper for the management of its local affairs. 

 

Section 1-02.  Form of Government 

The plan of government provided by this home rule charter shall be known as the “council-
president” form of government.  It shall consist of an elected council which shall be called the 
Tangipahoa Parish Council and shall constitute the legislative branch of government and an 
elected president who shall be the chief executive officer and head of the executive branch. 

 

Section 2-01 A. Composition, Qualifications and Election 

The legislative power of the parish government shall be vested in a council consisting of ten (10) 
members elected for four (4) year terms from districts described in Section 8-10 (Election of 
Officials), one from and by the qualified electors in each district. 

 

Section 3-01. Executive Authority. 

The president shall be the chief executive officer of the Parish government and shall exercise 
general executive and administrative authority over all departments, offices and agencies of the 
Parish government, except as otherwise provided by this charter. 

 
Our goal, like all governmental entities, is to provide services to the general public. 
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1.0 EMPLOYMENT POLICIES AND PRACTICES 

 
 

1.1 BACKGROUND CHECKS 

 
Tangipahoa Parish believes that hiring qualified individuals to fill positions contributes to 
the overall success of the organization. Background checks serve as an important part 
of the selection process. Therefore, a background check, including a criminal history 
check, may be conducted on new hires and may be also conducted on employees 
changing positions including promotions, demotions, details, reassignments, and 
transfers. 

 

After a conditional job offer has been made, Tangipahoa Parish may conduct a job-related 
background check in accordance with Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA) guidelines.   A 
comprehensive background check may consist of prior employment verification, professional 
reference checks, criminal record check, driving record check, sexual offender search, social 
security number verification and where appropriate, education verification, and professional 
licensure/certification verification. 

 

 

1.2 CONFLICTS OF INTEREST and ETHICS 

 
Tangipahoa Parish prohibits its employees from engaging in any activity, practice, or conduct 
which conflicts with, or appears to conflict with, the interests of Tangipahoa Parish. Since it is 
impossible to describe all of the situations that may cause or give the appearance of a conflict 
of interest, the prohibitions included in this policy are not intended to be exhaustive and 
include only some examples: 

 
• Employees are expected to represent Tangipahoa Parish in a positive and ethical 

manner. Thus, employees have an obligation to avoid conflicts of interest and to 
refer questions and concerns about potential conflicts to their supervisor. 

• Employees may not, directly or indirectly whether on or off the job, engage in any 
conduct that is disruptive or damaging to the Parish. 

• Employees and their immediate family may not accept anything of economic value 
(i.e. money or any other thing having economic value) as prohibited by the 
Louisiana Code of Governmental Ethics (R.S. 42:1111 – 1121) from any person or 
firm doing, or seeking to do, business with the Parish. For purposes of this policy, 
“immediate family” includes the employee’s children, spouses of children, brothers, 
sisters, spouses of his brothers and sisters, parents, spouse, and the parents of his 
spouse as defined by the Louisiana Code of Governmental Ethics (R.S. 42:1102). 

• Employees may not give, offer, or promise, directly or indirectly, anything of value to 
any representative or any entity in connection with any transaction or business that 
Tangipahoa Parish may have. 

 
 

Any conflict of potential conflict of interest must be disclosed to the Tangipahoa Parish 
Administration.  Failure to do so may result in discipline, up to and including termination. 
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Tangipahoa Parish conducts its business fairly, impartially, and in an ethical and proper 
manner and in compliance with all laws and regulations. 
 

• Tangipahoa Parish is committed to conducting business with integrity underlying all 
relationships, including those with citizens, customers, suppliers, and communities, 
and among employees.  The highest standards of ethical business conduct are 
required of Tangipahoa Parish employees in performance of their responsibilities. 
Employees will not engage in conduct or activity that may raise questions as to the 
Parish’s honesty, impartiality, or reputation or otherwise cause embarrassment to 
the Parish. Employees will avoid any action, whether or not specifically prohibited in 
the personnel policies, which might result in or reasonably be expected to create an 
appearance of: 

▪ Using public office or public position for private gain 
▪ Giving preferential treatment to any person or entity 
▪ Losing impartiality 
▪ Adversely affecting the confidence of the pubic in the integrity of 

Tangipahoa Parish 

 
Every employee has the responsibility to ask questions, seek guidance, report suspected 
violations, and express concerns regarding compliance with the policy. Retaliation against 
employees who use Parish mechanisms to raise genuine concerns will not be tolerated. 

 
The Human Resources Department is responsible for providing policy guidance and issuing 
guidance to assist employees in complying with the Parish’s expectations of ethical business 
conduct and uncompromising values.  This policy constitutes the standards of ethical 
business conduct required of all employees. Managers are responsible for supporting their 
implementation and monitoring compliance. 

 

  Furthermore, Louisiana Ethics Administration Program website includes additional information  
  on issued opinions, forms, required disclosures, campaign finance, and training. Pursuant to  
  ethics.la.gov. 
 
 Actions to be Taken: 
 

▪ Tangipahoa Parish President has a responsibility to report possible Ethics Code 
violations to the Louisiana Board of Ethics, pursuant to R.S. 42:1161(A). He is also 
required to cooperate in connections with any investigation or hearing which is 
conducted by the Ethics Board. 

 
System to Monitor: 
 

▪ The Parish President shall constantly screen all employees under his/her supervision to 
ascertain that such employees are needed to perform the work of the agency and shell 
promptly take the necessary steps to reduce the number of the employees of the agency 
to a sufficient or satisfactory number required. 

▪ Complaints received from the public and from within the entity should be taken seriously 
and investigated by an appropriate level of management. The investigative procedures 
should be fair and thorough, and any corrective action taken should be in accordance 
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with policy. 
 

Annual Attestation: 
 

▪ Each official and employee takes a mandatory ethics class required by the Louisiana 
Ethics Administration. Also, all new hires are required to sign a document that he/she 
received the Ethics Policy. 
 

1.3 EMPLOYEE CLASSIFICATIONS 

 
Tangipahoa Parish classifies employees as full-time, part-time, or temporary and as exempt 
or non-exempt for the purposes of compensation administration. 

 
Employees generally may be categorized as follows: 

 
▪ A full-time employee is an individual who is normally scheduled to work a 32 to 40-

hour workweek and is hired for an undetermined period. A full-time employee may be 
classified as either exempt or nonexempt. 

 
▪ A part-time employee is an individual who is normally scheduled to work less 

than 28 hours in a normal workweek as defined above and is hired for an 
indefinite period. A part-time employee may be classified as either exempt or 
nonexempt. 
 

▪ A temporary employee generally is an individual who is hired either part-time or full 
time for a specified, limited period. A temporary employee may be classified as 
either exempt or nonexempt. 

 
▪ A non- exempt employee generally is subject to the minimum wage and overtime 

provisions of the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) and is typically paid either on an 
hourly or salary basis. 

 

▪ An exempt employee is not subject to the provisions of the FLSA and is not 
entitled to overtime payments. Exempt employees typically are paid on a salary 
basis and include administrative, executive, and professional employees, and 
certain highly skilled computer professionals. 

 

 

1.4 DISABILITY – REASONABLE ACCOMODATION 

 
Tangipahoa Parish does not discriminate against any applicant or employee in hiring or in the 
terms, conditions, and privileges of employment due to physical or mental disability. When 
the Parish becomes aware of any disability which prevents otherwise qualified applicant or 
employee from performing a job, it will assess whether any reasonable accommodation would 
allow the person to perform the job before refusing employment or making a distinction in 
terms, conditions, or privileges of employment because of a disability. An accommodation 
which creates an undue hardship on the Parish, or which endangers health or safety is not a 
reasonable accommodation. Tangipahoa Parish will make any reasonable accommodation 
necessary to allow an otherwise qualified applicant or employee to perform the job. 
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An otherwise qualified applicant for employment or an employee with a disability who 
requires reasonable accommodation may inform management or his or her immediate 
supervisor of the nature of the disability and the accommodation required in writing. 

 
Employees with access to such information shall maintain the confidentiality of the 
information to the extent reasonably possible and shall not release information to anyone 
who does not have the right or need to know. 
 
(Reference:  Policy and Procedure Manual – American Disability Act) 
 

1.5 - EMPLOYMENT OF RELATIVES 
(NEPOTISM) Purpose 

 
The purpose of this policy is to prevent situations which create an ineffective, non-productive 
work environment arising from a conflict of interest or an appearance of a conflict of interest, 
or favoritism. 

 

Definition 

 
Nepotism - preference in employment or promotion on the basis of family relationship rather 
than on the basis of merit. 
 
Policy 
A familial relationship among employees can create an actual, or at least a potential, 
conflict of interest in the employment setting, especially where one relative supervises  
another relative. In order to minimize potential problems, actual or perceived conflicts 
associated with the employment of relatives, it is the policy of Tangipahoa Parish to limit 
the employment of relatives as defined herein.  This extends to practices that involve but 
not limited to employee hiring, promotion, retention, demotion, transfer, wages, and 
leave requests. 

 

No individual may be hired within a department if that individual is related in the following 
fashion to another employee who is within his/her line of supervision: 

• Child, spouse of child, brother, sister, spouse of brother or sister, parent, spouse, 
grandparent, grandchild 

 
For the purpose of this policy, the term "relative" shall apply to those established by blood, 
marriage adoptions, other legal relationships, and any other member of the employee’s or 
applicant’s household. 

 
Employees who marry or become members of the same household may continue 
employment as long as there is not: 

(a) A direct or indirect supervisor/subordinate relationship between the employees; or 
(b) An actual conflict of interest or the appearance of a conflict of interest. 

 
Should one of the above situations occur, the Parish would attempt to find a suitable position 
within the Parish to which one of the affected employees may transfer.  If accommodations of 
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this nature are not feasible, the employees will first be permitted to determine which of them 
will resign. If no agreement between the employees can be reached within sixty (60) days, the 
Parish will decide which of the employees will be terminated. 

 
If there is a situation where an action of the Parish, such as a reduction in force, results in 
an involuntary circumstance where two relatives or members of the same household have a 
reporting relationship, one of the employees will be reassigned within sixty (60) days.  
During those 60 days, the supervisory employee will not have involvement or direct input in 
the employment decisions of the other employee. 

 
The Parish reserves the right to apply this policy to situations where an actual conflict or 
potential for conflict arises because of the relationship between employees, even if there is 
no supervisory relationship involved. In these situations, the Parish will reassign one of the 
employees within sixty (60) days. 

 

 
(Reference:  Policy and Procedure Manual – Ethics Nepotism – Code LA Revised Statue 
#42.1119) 

 

Applicability 
 
This policy is applicable to all employees of the Parish. 

 
This policy is further applicable to all types of appointments, regular and temporary; 
including promotions, demotions, transfers, and all other methods of filling vacancies. 

   
 

Responsibility 
   
The hiring supervisor is responsible for assuring that applicants are not related in a 
prohibitive fashion to current employees in their respective areas, prior to requesting the 
appointment of the applicant.  Department Heads are responsible for monitoring changes 
in employee reporting relations after initial hire to ensure policy compliance. Employees 
are responsible for alerting their supervisor immediately of any changes or relationships 
applicable to this policy. 

   

Exceptions 

    
The current employment status of individuals employed prior to the effective date of this 
policy shall not be affected; however, future movement between departments and divisions of 
the Parish may be affected. For example, movement to a position within a department as the 
supervisor or subordinate of a relative of the above-listed degree will be prohibited. 

 
Nothing in this policy shall interfere with the rights of employees to displace other 
employees as a result of layoff regardless of the position being affected. 

 
Requests for exceptions to this policy shall be justified, documented and submitted to the Chief 
Administrative Officer for consideration. 

 
Questions regarding this policy should be directed to the Department of Human Resources 
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1.6 RESPECTFUL WORKPLACE 

 

Tangipahoa Parish Government is firmly committed to ensuring a positive and professional 
working environment in which all people are treated with respect and dignity.  

 

We believe in a proactive approach to workplace respect and are committed to providing 
employees with a healthy and safe workplace, free from physical or psychological bullying, 
harassment, and violence. A respectful work environment is a place where employees are 
actively living by our core values.  

 

This policy prohibits all forms of bullying, harassment and violence (hereinafter, referred to as 
a violation of “respect”) by any Tangipahoa Parish Government’s employee.  

 

Violations of respect will be investigated and if substantiated will be dealt with expeditiously. 
To support the objective of providing all employees with a healthy safe workplace, it is 
required that managers, supervisors and workers take preventative action to ensure that risks 
to individual’s health and safety due to violations of respect are eliminated or reported. 

 

DEFINITIONS 

  

Bullying − is interpersonal hostility that is deliberate, repeated and sufficiently severe as to 
harm the targeted person’s health, safety or economic status. It is driven by the perpetrator’s 
(bully’s) need to control another individual, not by a legitimate business need. 

 

Violence − whether at a worksite or work related means the threatened, attempted or actual 
conduct of a person that causes or is likely to cause physical injury. These acts include 
threats, menacing or threatening behavior and all types of physical or verbal assaults. 
Employees are encouraged to seek resolution of the incident. Investigations will be conducted 
with as much confidentially as can practicably be afforded. Investigators will advise workers 
involved through the course of the investigation that discretion is an important part of the 
process. 
 

Harassment − occurs when a worker is subjected to unwelcome verbal or physical conduct 
because of:  

▪ race, gender, place of origin 

▪ age, mental or physical disability,  

▪ religious, ancestry, marital status, 

▪ beliefs, sexual orientation, source of income,  

▪ color, family status of that person or of any other person  

 
1.7 EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY / ANTI-HARASSMENT, INCLUDING 
SEXUAL HARASSMENT 

 
Equal employment opportunities are provided to all employees and applicants for 
employment without regard to race, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, or 
other legally protected characteristic. This policy applies to all terms and conditions of 
employment, including, but not limited to, hiring, placement, promotion, termination, 
layoff, transfer, leave of absence, compensation, and training. 
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Tangipahoa Parish Government’s believe that our employees are the primary means 
by which the goals and objectives of the organization will be met. All employees of the 
Tangipahoa Parish Government must understand its position on harassment. By the 
definition above, harassment is any unwanted physical or verbal conduct or action 
prohibited by law by someone in the workplace that creates an intimidating hostile, or 
offensive work environment, including discrimination and sexual harassment.  

    

This policy strictly prohibits any form of discrimination or unlawful harassment, including 
sexual harassment, based on an individual’s sex, race, age, disability, religion, national 
origin, or any other legally protected characteristic. 

 
Unlawful harassment consists of unwelcome statements or actions that interfere with an 
individual’s work performance or creates an intimidating, hostile or offensive work 
environment based on sex, race, religion, national origin, disability, or other legally protected 
characteristic. 

 
Examples include, but are not limited to: 

• derogatory comments, jokes, slurs, 

• drawings or publications, material distributed through electronic media, or items 
posted on walls or bulletin boards based on sex, race, religion, national origin, 
disability, or other legally protected characteristic. 

 

With respect to sexual harassment, the following is prohibited: 

 
Unwelcome sexual advances; requests for sexual favors; and other verbal or physical 
conduct where: 

 
▪ submission to or rejection of such conduct is made either explicitly or 

implicitly a term or condition of an individual’s employment; 
▪ submission to or rejection of such conduct is used as the basis for 

employment decisions affecting an individual’s employment; or 

▪ such conduct has the purpose or effect of creating an intimidating, hostile, or 
offensive work environment or substantially interferes with an employee’s work 
performance. 

 

Examples of sexual harassment may include, but are not limited to: 

• unwanted physical contact: touching, brushing the body, coerced sexual activity,   

      assault 

• language of a sexual nature including comments about a person’s physical attributes 

• unwelcome questions or conversations about sexual activity 

• jokes, remarks, or innuendoes that have a sexual content or sexual connotation 

• sexual flirtations and propositions; repeatedly asking for a date after the 
person has expressed disinterest 

• leering or staring 

• blocking a person’s path or whistling 

• obscene gestures 

• the display of sexual objects 
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• the circulation or display of pornographic or sexually explicit pictures, drawings, 
articles, material distributed through electronic media, or posted on walls or 
bulletin boards. 

 
If an employee experiences any job-related harassment based on sex, race, national origin, 
disability, or any other factor prohibited by federal, state, or local statute, or if he believes that 
he has been treated in an unlawful, discriminatory manner, he should immediately report the 
matter to the head of the department or to the Director of Human Resources who will undertake 
a prompt and thorough investigation. All complaints of harassment will be kept confidential to 
the maximum extent possible. 

 
Violation of this policy will not be tolerated. If it is determined that inappropriate conduct has 
occurred, Tangipahoa Parish will provide an appropriate remedy, including, but not limited to, 
the discipline and/or termination of the offending employee. All employees are expected to 
cooperate with an investigation of any type of harassment.  Failure to do so may lead to 
discipline, including termination. Information provided by an individual will be treated as 
confidential and only provided to those who have the need for the information, or when it is 
required in the course of investigating the complaint.  False information provided in the 
course of an investigation may lead to discipline, including discharge.  Employees accused of 
harassment may be suspended (with or without pay) pending the outcome of the 
investigation.  Employees who claim to have been harassed may be given time off under the 
leave policy. 
 
Tangipahoa Parish’s employees are prohibited from harassing suppliers, vendors, clients, or 
visitors.  An employee who violates this policy will be subject to discipline, up to and including 
termination of employment. 

 
Tangipahoa Parish prohibits any form of retaliation against any employee for filing a bona 
fide complaint under this policy or for assisting in a complaint investigation. An employee 
who submits a complaint in good faith, even where the complaint cannot be proven, has not 
violated this policy. Any employee found to have falsified a complaint of harassment or 
knowingly provided false information regarding a compliant will be subject to discipline, up to 
and including termination. 

 
This policy applies to all conduct by any supervisor, manager, coworker, subordinate, 
vendor, client, or customer that affects an employee’s work environment. Each member of 
management is responsible for creating an atmosphere free of discrimination and 
harassment, sexual or otherwise. Furthermore, employees are responsible for respecting the 
rights of their co-workers. 

 
(Reference:  Policy and Procedure Manual – Civil Rights Act) 
 

 
1.8 NEW EMPLOYEE ORIENTATION 

 

Orientation is a formal welcoming process that is designed to make the new employee feel 
comfortable, informed about Parish government, and prepared for his position.  New employee 
orientation is conducted by a Human Resources representative and includes an overview of 
the Parish government, benefits, policies and procedures; and the new hire processing. The 
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new employee’s supervisor completes a new hire checklist and introduces the new hire to staff, 
reviews the job description and scope of the position, discusses important departmental 
policies and procedures, and helps the new employee get started on specific functions. 

 
 
1.9 INTRODUCTORY PERIOD 

 
For New Employees and Re-hired Employees 

 

New employees and re-hired employees with a break in service of more than three (3) 
months are subject to an introductory period of two (2) months, beginning on their first day of 
work and ending in two (2) months.  This is to give the new/rehired employee and the Parish 
an opportunity to evaluate the employee’s interest in the job and his ability to perform the 
work.  The Parish uses the introductory period to evaluate the employee’s capabilities, work 
habits, and overall performance. During the introductory period, the employee and 
supervisor should meet periodically to discuss the employee’s performance. The immediate 
supervisor of the new employee will complete the new employee supervisor checklist 
within the two (2) weeks of hire.  Topics to be covered should include, but are not limited to, 
job performance, job duties, level of skill to perform the job, attendance and disciplinary 
issues. 

 
If at any time during the introductory period, the supervisor determines the employee is 
unsuitable for the job, the supervisor may recommend that the introductory period be 
extended an additional thirty (30) days not to exceed ninety (90) days or the employment 
be terminated. Employees who are dismissed during their introductory period shall have no 
right to grievance procedures. 

 
If a new employee has excused absences from work for longer than five (5) working days 
during the introductory period, the Parish may extend the introductory period for the amount 
of time equal to the days missed if applicable, in order to properly evaluate the employee. 

 
Neither completion of the introductory period nor continuation of employment after the 
introductory period entitles an employee to remain employed by the Parish for any definite 
period of time. 

 
A new employee must have successfully completed his introductory period before requesting 
a transfer to another position or department. In the event that an employee is promoted 
while still in his introductory, the employee shall be given credit for the completed portion of 
the introductory. The remaining balance of the introductory period with be completed in the 
new position. 

 
 
For Newly Promoted and Transferred Employees 

 
All regular employees who have been promoted or transferred to a new position are 
subject to an introductory period of two (2) months upon assumption of the new position. 
Upon completion of this introductory period, the employee will be given a performance 
evaluation. 
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The Parish recognizes that the responsibilities and requirements of a higher-level position may 

not prove suitable to a particular employee as determined by the performance results of the 

promoted employee.  In the event a promotion or transfer assignment is found unsuitable by 

either the employee or by the Parish, consideration maybe given to allow the promoted or 

transferred employee to return to a former or comparable position for which the Parish deems 

the employee possess demonstrated skills, knowledge, ability and interest at the rate of pay for 

that position. The employee shall not retain the pay of the higher position. If no such position is 

available, the employee may be terminated and given consideration for the first vacancy within 

ninety (90) days for which the Parish deems the employee may be qualified.  If the employee 

is reinstated to his former position or comparable position, the employee shall not be made to 

serve a new introductory period. 

Neither completion of the introductory period nor continuation of employment after the 
introductory period by any employee entitles employee to remain employed by the Parish 
for any definite period of time. 

 

 
1.10 LEAVES OF ABSENCE 

 
Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA) Leave 

 

Employees must apply for Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA) Leave.  An Employee does 
not automatically rollover into FMLA Leave. 

 
The federal Family & Medical Leave Act of 1993 (FMLA) as amended, requires employers with 
50 or more employees to provide eligible employees with unpaid leave. There are two types of 
leave available, including the basic 12-week leave entitlement (Basic FMLA Leave), as well as 
the military family leave entitlements (Military Family Leave) described in this policy. 

In addition to FMLA leave, you may also be eligible for leave under a similar state law. To find 
out about the availability of state leave, please contact Tangipahoa Parish Government Human 
Resource Department. 

Eligibility for FMLA Leave 

Employees are eligible for FMLA leave if they: 

 1. Have worked for the company for at least 12 months; 

 2. Have worked at least 1,250 hours for the company during the 12 calendar months 
immediately preceding the request for leave; and 

 3. Are employed at a work site that has 50 or more employees within a 75-mile radius. 

The 12 months of service need not be consecutive. Employment before a break in service of 7 
years or more will not be counted, unless the break in service was caused by the employee’s 
USERRA-covered service obligation, or there was a written agreement that the employer 
intended to rehire the employee after the break in service. 

Employees with any questions about their eligibility for FMLA leave should contact Tangipahoa 
Parish Government Human Resource Department for more information. 

Basic FMLA Leave 
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Employees who meet the eligibility requirements described above are eligible to take up to 12 
weeks of unpaid leave during any 12-month period for one of the following reasons: 

1. To care for the employee’s son or daughter during the first 12 months following birth; 

2. To care for a child during the first 12 months following placement with the employee for 
adoption or foster care; 

3. To care for a spouse, son, daughter, or parent (“covered relation”) with a serious health 
condition; 

4. For incapacity due to the employee’s pregnancy, prenatal medical or child birth; or 

5. Because of the employee’s own serious health condition that renders the employee 
unable to perform an essential function of his or her position. 

 

Married couples. In cases where a married couple is employed by the same company, the two 
spouses together may take a combined total of 12 weeks’ leave during any 12-month period for 
reasons 1 and 2, or to care for the same individual pursuant to reason 3. 

Military Family Leave 

There are two types of Military Family Leave available. 

1.      Qualifying exigency leave. Employees meeting the eligibility requirements described 
above may be entitled to use up to 12 weeks of their Basic FMLA Leave for a qualifying 
exigency while the employee’s spouse, son, daughter, or parent (the military member or 
member) is on covered active duty or call to covered active duty status (or has been notified of 
an impending call or order to covered active duty). 

For Regular Armed Forces members, “covered active duty or call to covered active duty 
status” means duty during the deployment of the member with the Armed Forces to a foreign 
country (outside of the United States, the District of Columbia, or any territory or possession of 
the United States, including international waters). 

For a member of the Reserve components of the Armed Forces (members of the National 
Guard and Reserves), “covered active duty or call to covered active duty status” means duty 
during the deployment of the member with the Armed Forces to a foreign country under a 
Federal call or order to active duty in support of a contingency operation. 

Qualifying exigencies may include: 

• Short-notice deployment (seven or less calendar days) 

• Attending certain military events and related activities 

• Childcare or school activities 

• Addressing certain financial and legal arrangements 

• Periods of rest and recuperation for the military member (up to 15 calendar days 
of leave, dependent on orders) 

• Attending certain counseling sessions 

• Attending post-deployment activities (available for up to 90 days after the 
termination of the covered military member’s covered active duty status, and to 
address issues arising from death of military member) 
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• Attending to parental care needs arising from covered active duty or call to duty 
(arrange for alternative care for a parent of a military member, provide urgent or 
immediate care, admit or transfer to a care facility, or attend non-routine 
caregiver meetings with care facility staff) 

• Other activities arising out of the military member’s covered active duty or call to 
active duty and agreed upon by the company and the employee. 

 

2. Leave to care for a covered service member. There is also a special leave entitlement 
that permits employees who meet the eligibility requirements for FMLA leave to take up to 26 
weeks of leave during a single 12-month period if the employee is the spouse, son, daughter, 
parent, or next of kin caring for a covered military service member or veteran recovering from a 
serious injury or illness, as defined by FMLA's regulations. 

For a current member of the Armed Forces, including a member of the National Guard or 
Reserves, the member must be undergoing medical treatment, recuperation, or therapy, is 
otherwise in outpatient status; or is otherwise on the temporary disability retired list, for a 
serious injury or illness. 

For a covered veteran, he or she must be undergoing medical treatment, recuperation or 
therapy for a serious injury or illness. Covered veteran means an individual who was a member 
of the Armed Forces (including a member of the National Guard or Reserves) and was 
discharged or released under conditions other than dishonorable at any time during the five-
year period prior to the first date the eligible employee takes FMLA leave to care for the 
covered veteran. 

An eligible employee must begin leave to care for a covered veteran within five years of the 
veteran’s active duty service, but the single 12-month period may extend beyond the five-year 
period. 

Use of Leave 

An employee does not need to use this leave entitlement in one block. Leave can be taken 
intermittently or on a reduced leave schedule when medically necessary. Employees must 
make reasonable efforts to schedule leave for planned medical treatment so as not to unduly 
disrupt the employer’s operations. Military Family Leave due to qualifying exigencies may also 
be taken on an intermittent basis. Leave may not be taken on an intermittent basis when used 
to care for the employee’s own child during the first year following birth, or to care for a child 
placed with the employee for foster care or adoption, unless both the employer and employee 
agree to such intermittent leave. 

Pay, Benefits, and Protections During FMLA Leave 

Leave is unpaid. Family medical leave is unpaid leave (although employees may be eligible 
for short- or long-term disability payments benefits under those insurance plans) if leave is 
taken because of an employee’s own serious health condition. 

Substitution of paid time off for unpaid FMLA leave.  Family and medical leave and sick 
leave will run concurrently. An employee must use any accrued sick leave for all or parts of any 
family and medical leave until sick leave is exhausted. 
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  Unpaid FMLA Leave 

   An employee on unpaid FMLA Leave will not accrue sick leave nor will the employee be   
   paid for holidays. 
 
  Paid FMLA Leave 

  Paid FMLA Leave- occurs when an employee uses their accrued sick and vacation leave to  
  replace the working hours missed due to being on FMLA Leave.  
 
  An employee on paid FMLA Leave will accrue sick leave and will be paid holidays. 
  The substitution of accrued earned leave for unpaid leave time does not extend the 12-week   
  leave period.  
 
Medical and other benefits. During an approved family medical leave, TPG will maintain the 
employee’s health benefits as if the employee continued to be actively employed. If paid leave 
is substituted for unpaid family medical leave, TPG’s payroll department will deduct the 
employee’s portion of the health plan premium as a regular payroll deduction. If leave is 
unpaid, the employee must pay his or her portion of the premium through a check or money 
order from a monthly invoice issued by the payroll department. 

An employee’s healthcare coverage will cease if the employee’s premium payment is more 
than 30 days late. If the payment is more than 15 days late, the payroll department will send 
the employee a letter to this effect. If the Payroll department does not receive the co-payment 
within 15 days after the date of that letter, the employee’s coverage may cease. If the 
employee elects not to return to work for at least 30 calendar days at the end of the leave 
period, the employee will be required to reimburse the Tangipahoa Parish Government for the 
cost of the premiums paid by the Tangipahoa Parish Government for maintaining coverage 
during the unpaid leave. 

During FMLA leave, the employer must maintain the employee’s health coverage under any 
“group health plan” on the same terms as if the employee had continued to work. Use of FMLA 
leave will not result in the loss of any employment benefit that accrued prior to the start of the 
employee’s leave. 

The Tangipahoa Parish Government will continue to pay any benefits during leave periods. 

Return to job at end of FMLA leave. Upon return from FMLA leave, eligible employees must 
be restored to their original or equivalent positions with equivalent pay, benefits, and other 
employment terms. 

Employee Responsibilities When Requesting FMLA Leave 

If the need to use FMLA leave is foreseeable, the employee must give the company at least 30 
days’ prior notice of the need to take leave. When 30 days’ notice is not possible, the employee 
must give notice as soon as practicable (within 1 or 2 business days of learning of the need for 
leave except in extraordinary circumstances). Failure to provide such notice may be grounds 
for delaying the start of the FMLA leave. 

Requests for FMLA leave must be submitted to Human Resources using the Request for 
Family/Medical Leave form available from Human Resources or on the Intranet. 

If the need for leave is not foreseeable, employees are required to provide as much notice as 
practicable regarding the facts of the particular case. An employee requiring unforeseeable 

Page 159

11.



Tangipahoa Parish Government Employee Handbook 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 14 
 

(extraordinary circumstances) leave, must call his or her direct supervisor and provide sufficient 
information regarding the employee’s need for leave to support a request for FMLA. It generally 
it is practicable for an employee to provide notice of leave within one business day. 

When submitting a request for leave, the employee must provide sufficient information for the 
Parish to determine, if the leave might qualify as FMLA leave. In addition, the employee also 
provides information on the anticipated date when the leave would start as well as the duration 
of the leave. Calling in “sick” is not sufficient. Sufficient information may include that the 
employee is unable to perform job functions; that a family member is unable to perform daily 
activities; that the employee or family member needs hospitalization or continuing treatment by 
a healthcare provider; or the circumstances supporting the need for military family leave. 
Employees also must inform HR if the requested leave is for a reason for which FMLA leave 
was previously taken or certified. Employees also will be required to provide a certification and 
periodic recertification supporting the need for leave. 

Employer Responsibilities 

When an employee requests leave, HR will inform the employee whether he or she is eligible 
under the FMLA. If the employee is eligible for FMLA leave, the employee will be given a 
written notice that includes details on any additional information he or she will be required to 
provide. If the employee is not eligible under the FMLA, HR will provide the employee with a 
written notice indicating the reason for ineligibility. 

If leave will be designated as FMLA-protected, the company will inform the employee in writing 
and provide information on the amount of leave that will be counted against the employee’s 12- 
or 26-week entitlement. 

Medical Certification 

If the employee is requesting leave because of the employee’s own or a covered relation’s 
serious health condition, the employee and the relevant healthcare provider must supply 
appropriate medical certification. Employees may obtain Medical Certification forms from the 
Human Resources department. When the employee requests leave, HR will notify the 
employee of the requirement for medical certification from their physician and when it is due 
(no more than 15 days after leave is requested). If the employee provides at least 30 days’ 
notice of medical leave, he or she should also provide the medical certification from physician 
before leave begins. 

Failure to provide requested medical certification in a timely manner may result in denial of 
leave until it is provided. The company, at its expense, may require an examination by a 
second healthcare provider designated by Human Resources Department, if it reasonably 
doubts the medical certification initially provided. If the second healthcare provider’s opinion 
conflicts with the original medical certification, HR, at its expense, may require a third, mutually 
agreeable, healthcare provider to conduct an examination and provide a final and binding 
opinion. 

The Parish may require subsequent medical recertification. Failure to provide requested 
certification within 15 days, except in extraordinary circumstances, may result in the delay of 
further leave until it is provided. Employees may also be required to provide a fitness-for-duty 
certification upon return to work, or during intermittent leave, as required. 
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Reporting While on Leave 

If an employee takes leave because of the employee’s own serious health condition or to care 
for a covered relation, the employee must contact TPG HR on the first and third Tuesday of 
each month regarding the status of the condition and his or her intention to return to work. In 
addition, the employee must give notice as soon as practicable (within 2 business days, if 
feasible) if the dates of the leave change, are extended, or were unknown initially. 

Exemption for Highly Compensated Employees 

Highly compensated employees (i.e., highest-paid 10 percent of employees at a worksite or 
within a 75-mile radius of that worksite) may not be returned to their former or equivalent 
position following a leave if restoration of employment will cause substantial economic injury to 
the Parish. (This fact-specific determination will be made by the company on a case-by-case 
basis.) HR will notify employees if they qualify as “highly compensated” employees if the Parish 
intends to deny reinstatement, and of employees’ rights in such instances. 

Intermittent and Reduced-Schedule Leave 

Leave because of a serious health condition, or either type of family military leave may be 
taken intermittently (in separate blocks of time due to a single health condition) or on a 
reduced-schedule leave (reducing the usual number of hours worked per workweek or 
workday) if medically necessary. If leave is unpaid, the Parish will reduce the employee’s 
salary based on the amount of time actually worked. In addition, while an employee is on an 
intermittent or reduced-schedule leave, the Parish may temporarily transfer the employee to an 
available alternative position that better accommodates the recurring leave and that has 
equivalent pay and benefits 

. 

1.11 MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS 

 
Tangipahoa Parish may require applicants to whom a conditional offer of employment has 
been extended, and current employees, to undergo medical examinations whenever 
management determines that these are necessary for the safe operation of the organization 
and or job-related as consistent with business necessity. 
 
Successful applicants for employment may be required as a condition of employment to take 
a medical examination to establish their fitness to perform the job task for which they have 
applied without endangering the health and safety of themselves or others. If management 
determines that an examination is appropriate to a particular position, all applicants for the 
job to whom a conditional offer of employment has been made should be examined. 

 
Employees may be required to have a medical examination on other occasions when 
the examination is job-related and consistent with business necessity.  For example, a 
medical examination may be required when an employee is exposed to toxic or 
unhealthful conditions, requests an accommodation for a particular disability, or has a 
questionable ability to perform essential functions due to a medical condition. 

 
Employees are encouraged, but not required, unless it is determined to be a condition of 
employment, to have physical examinations periodically during their employment. 
Employees are encouraged, but not required, to participate in wellness programs. 
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Employees requesting to use non-approved physician for CDLs will only be reimbursed at 
the Tangipahoa Parish Government rate. Tangipahoa Parish Government reserves the 
right to request an additional physical performed by an authorized health care facility. 

 
Medical examinations required by Tangipahoa Parish will be paid for by the Parish and will 
be performed by a physician or licensed medical facility designated or approved by 
Tangipahoa Parish Government.  Medical examinations paid for by Tangipahoa Parish are 
the property of the Parish, and the examination records will be treated as confidential and 
kept in separate medical files. However, records of specific examinations, if required by 
law or regulation, will be made available to the employee, or persons designated and 
authorized by the employee, public agencies, relevant insurance companies, or the 
employee’s doctor. 

 
Employees, in safety sensitive positions and/or operates a parish vehicle, who need to use 
prescription or nonprescription legal drugs while at work must report this requirement to their 
supervisor if the use might impair their ability to perform the job safely. Depending on the 
circumstances, employees may be reassigned, prohibited from performing certain tasks, or 
prohibited from working if they are determined to be unable to perform their job safely while 
taking prescription or nonprescription legal drugs. In the event reporting use of prescription or 
non-prescription drugs does not occur, disciplinary actions may occur if impairment causes 
inability to perform job safely. 

 

 

1.12 PERFORMANCE EVALUATIONS 

 
It is the policy of the Parish to evaluate employee performance on a continuous basis and to 
do so more formally at periodic intervals. The purpose of these more formal evaluations is to 
allow supervisors and employees to communicate concerning the employee’s job-related 
behaviors compared to behaviors that are desired and expected, assess the employee’s 
strengths and weaknesses in a constructive manner, make plans for improvement, and set 
goals and objectives for the period ahead. Evaluation functions are to be properly completed 
in as uniform, fair, and objective a manner. 

 
Supervisors may conduct informal performance reviews and coaching sessions more 
often if they choose; however, formal performance evaluations are due upon the following 
occasions: 

 
By the end of the first two (2) months of employment for new hires and re-hires; and at 
the end of the first two (2) months in a new position for newly promoted or transferred 
employees; if the introductory period exceeds an additional thirty (30) days, a new 
evaluation must be completed prior to regular employment. 

 

Evaluations are done on the employee’s anniversary date and turned into HR by the 3rd Friday 
of November annually. 

 
Employees will be given the opportunity to examine the evaluation and make written 
comments about any aspect of it.  Information derived from the performance evaluations 
may be considered by management when making decisions affecting training, promotion, 
transfer, or continued employment. 
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Annual evaluations will be used to determine merit pay increase as per the Salary Plan. 
(Reference: Appendix B) 
(Reference:  Policy and Procedure Manual – Salary Plan) 

      
 

1.13 TERMINATION OF EMPLOYMENT 
 

Tangipahoa Parish may terminate employment because of an employee’s resignation, 
discharge, retirement, a reduction in the workforce, non-performance, employee 
misconduct, or for just cause. Discharge can be for any reason not prohibited by law. 

 
Employees are requested to give written notice of their intent to resign including the 
anticipated date of resignation.  The following guidelines are suggested: 
 

Department Heads and managerial employees should give four (4) weeks’ 
notice and; All other employees should give at least two (2) weeks’ notice. 

 
Employees who are absent from work for three (3) consecutive days without being excused or 
giving proper notice will be considered as having voluntarily resigned as a result of job 
abandonment. If the employee is unable to contact the supervisor during that time due to 
extreme circumstances such as serious illness, the employee should contact or have 
someone on his behalf contact the Parish as soon as practicable.  The Parish will determine if 
the voluntary resignation will be upheld, or in the case of a serious health condition, if the 
employee is eligible for FMLA Leave. 

 
The Human Resources Department or designee is responsible for notifying terminating 
employees who are covered by Tangipahoa Parish’s group health plan of their right to 
continue coverage in that plan under the Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act 
(COBRA) continuation coverage requirements. 

 
 1.14 DECEASED EMPLOYEE 
 
It is the policy of Tangipahoa Parish Government to offer the spouse and/or immediate family 
of the deceased employee, all reasonable assistance necessary to complete their final affairs. 
If an employee has any question or concerns regarding this process, please contact Human 
Resources (HR) Department.  

 
1.15 HOURS OF WORK 

 
Tangipahoa Parish establishes the time and duration of working hours as required by 
workload and workflow, customer service needs, and the efficient management of 
employees. 

 
The normal workweek is Monday through Friday, with pay periods beginning at 12:01 a.m. on 
Saturday, and ending at midnight on Friday of the following week and consisting of forty (40) 
hours. The normal workday will consist of eight hours of work including three (3) paid 20-
minute rest periods. 

 

Page 163

11.



Tangipahoa Parish Government Employee Handbook 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 18 
 

Each employee’s scheduled work hours will be determined by his Department Head. The 
Department Head, or the Department Head’s designee, will inform employees of their daily 
work schedule, including rest periods, and of any changes that are considered necessary or 
desirable by the Parish. 

 
Department Heads may schedule overtime or extra shifts. Supervisors will assign overtime 
as needed. Employees are not permitted to work overtime without the prior approval of their 
supervisor or Department Head.  For the purposes of overtime compensation, only hours 
physically worked (cannot be on leave) in excess of forty (40) hours during a work week will 
be counted toward the overtime calculation. 

 
Employees’ attendance at lectures, meetings, and training programs will be considered 
hours of work. Therefore, these hours will be compensated time, if management requires 
and authorizes attendance. 

 
 
1.16 EXIT INTERVIEWS 

 
In a voluntary separation situation, management would like to conduct an exit interview to 
discuss the employee’s reasons for leaving and any other impressions that the employee may 
have about Tangipahoa Parish.  During the exit interview, the employee is encouraged to 
express their work experience freely.  The intention of this exit interview is to provide insights 
for possible improvements. All information will be kept confidential as is reasonably possible 
and will in no way affect any reference information that the Parish may provide to another 
employer about the employee. 

 
1.17 REHIRES 

 
A former employee who is re-employed will be considered a new employee from the date of 
re- employment unless the break in service is less than 3 months, in which case the 
employee will retain accumulated seniority. Length of service for the purposes of benefits is 
governed by the terms of each benefit plan. An employee who voluntarily terminates 
employment with Tangipahoa Parish Government and leaves in good standing by retiring or 
resigning may be eligible, in certain circumstances, to be considered for rehire. Involuntary 
terminated employee(s) maybe eligible to re-apply after one (1) year, at the discretion of the 
Parish President. 
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2.0 COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS 
 

 

2.1 BEREAVEMENT LEAVE 

 
An employee must have completed two (2) months of continuous service in order to qualify 
for bereavement pay. This benefit does not apply if death in the family occurs while the 
employee is on a leave of absence. 
 
In the event of a death in the employee’s immediate family, the employee is allowed up to 
three (3) days off, with pay, during normal scheduled work days.  For the purposes of this 
policy, immediate family is restricted to an employee’s  
 

• Current spouse, child/stepchild, parent/stepparent, or sibling/ stepsibling 

• Grandchild (of employee), Grandfather, Grandmother 

• Current Mother-in-law/Father-in-law, current spouse’s grandparents 
 

In the event of the death of the employee’s aunt, uncle, son-in-law and daughter-in-law one (1) 
day of leave will be allowed to the employee. The employee will be paid only for this day if it 
falls on a regularly scheduled workday. 
 
If additional time is needed, the employee is encouraged to use vacation leave with approval 
in accordance with normal policy to attend the services of other relatives, friends, or to 
extend Bereavement Leave beyond the allowed time. Contact your supervisor to request 
additional leave. 
 
(Reference: Appendix C – Leave Request Form) 

 
EMPLOYEE RESPONSIBILITY: 

 
The Parish expects an employee to conserve and manage the use of leave in such a way as 
to be prepared to deal with personal and family emergencies. 

 
An employee must notify his or her supervisor immediately of the need for bereavement leave.  
A Leave Request Form must be completed by the employee and approved by the supervisor. 
 
In situations where the employee cannot provide an advance written request due to 
extenuating circumstances, a verbal request to the supervisor may be made and approval may 
be given by telephone.  The Leave Request Form will be completed upon the employee’s 
return to work.  The employee must indicate the anticipated length of absence and the name 
and relationship of the deceased. 
 
Employees may request approval for additional time off to be charged against accrued 
vacation time.  If no accrued vacation time is available for additional time off, the supervisor 
may grant leave without pay. 
 
Consideration will be given by the Parish President on an individual basis to requests for 
Bereavement Leave in the event of the death of a person not bearing a relationship to the 
employee as stated above. 
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(Reference: Appendix C – Leave Request Form) 
 
 
2.2 SPECIAL LEAVE 
 
The Parish President, after ascertaining the exact circumstances, may allow a regular full-time 
employee up to three (3) working days of paid Special Leave in the event of a hardship or 
disaster within the employee’s immediate family. The Parish President may also grant Special 
Leave for other circumstances, such as closures due to special events. 
 
2.3 COBRA 

 
The federal Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act (COBRA) gives employees 
and their qualified beneficiaries the opportunity to continue health insurance coverage under 
the Parish’s group health plan program for a limited period of time at his own expense when 
a “qualifying event” would normally result in the loss of eligibility. Some common qualifying 
such as: events are resignation, termination of employment, or death of an employee. 

 
Employees should consult their Summary Plan Description for a full and accurate 
description of this benefit from the Health Care Provider. 

 
2.4 CREDIT UNION 

 
All employees eligible to join Credit Unions for payroll deductions into savings, checking, 
Vacation Club, and/or Christmas Club. Employees are also eligible to apply for loans. Loan 
payments may be made through payroll deductions. Contact HR for a listed of Credit Union(s) 
that offer special services to TPG employees. Further information and applications are available 
at the local branches. 

 
   

2.5 DIRECT DEPOSIT 

 
It is the policy of Tangipahoa Parish to electronically process and disburse all payroll 
payments to Parish employees in the form of Direct Deposit; therefore, a mandatory Direct 
Deposit Program has been implemented.   Direct Deposit has proven to be a very 
dependable, safe and economical way of handling payroll disbursements. 

 
The Payroll Department will be responsible for maintaining copies of all Direct Deposit 
documents and records in a secured file within the Payroll Department. 

 
All employees will be required to participate in the Direct Deposit Program and must 
complete a “Direct Deposit Authorization Agreement “in accordance with current and 
established Direct Deposit processes and procedures. 
 
All employees’ electronic check-stubs and documents will be accessible through the 
Employee Self Service link (titled Employee Portal) located on TPG web site (Intranet). If 
an employee needs assistance, contact payroll or the Human Resource Department. 
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2.6 GROUP BENEFITS 
 

Tangipahoa Parish is committed to providing quality and cost-effective health, dental, vision, 
and life insurance program for eligible employees. The Parish reserves the right, at its 
discretion, however, to change the nature of the benefits offered to regular full-time 
employees, or to change insurance carriers, deductibles, premiums, or other features of any 
benefit. All regular full-time employees must work 32 hours or more a week on a regular 
basis to be eligible for group benefits. 

 
2.7 JURY DUTY & WITNESS DUTY 

 
If an employee receives a jury summons to serve on a state petit, grand jury, or central jury 
pool the employee must immediately advise his supervisor. The supervisor will grant the 
employee paid leave for the period of time required for jury duty. A copy of the summons 
shall be retained for the employee’s personnel file. At the end of jury service, the employee 
shall obtain a Certificate of Service issued by the Clerk of Court. The employee shall submit 
this certificate to his supervisor upon returning to work. 

 

Once excused from jury duty, an employee is expected to return to work the next day or the 
same day, if a reasonable amount of time remains during his regular workday. 

 
Administration or the employee may request an excuse from jury duty if, in Administration's 
judgment, the employee's absence would create serious operational difficulties. TPG will not 
discharge or subject any employee to any adverse employment action for jury duty service. 

 
  WITNESS DUTY 

The Parish encourages employees to appear in court for witness duty. Once an employee 
receives a subpoena or notice to appear as a witness, he should immediately advise his 
supervisor. Appearances in court while testifying as a witness will normally be considered 
excused time off. Employees can use vacation time to replace loss wage due to witness 
duty. 

 
Under either circumstance (jury duty or witness duty), employees will be expected to report 
for their regular duties when temporarily excused from attendance in court, if applicable. 

 
Employees subpoenaed or served any type of official notice to appear in court, for a 
deposition, or produce documents in conjunction with a matter involving the Parish, must 
notify his Department Head immediately upon receipt of document(s). 

 
2.8 RETIREMENT 

 
 

General Information 

The Parochial Employees’ Retirement System is a public defined benefit pension plan which 
provides retirement allowances and other benefits, operating pursuant to LSA-R.S. 11:1901. The 
retirement system has the powers and privileges of a corporation. 

(Reference:  Policy and Procedure Manual – Retirement – Parochial Retirement System) 
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Membership 

Per the Parochial Employees’ Retirement System, all regular full-time parish government 
employees who work at least 28 hours a week shall become members after the completion of the 
employee’s 60 days Introductory Period. Membership is cancelled only by death, termination of 
employment, or retirement. 

The Parish has approved a Retirement Insurance Reimbursement Plan to qualifying employees 
upon separation of service. 

Administration of the Plan 

The principal features of the retirement plan are updated as changes occur. The plan is subject to 
change during each session of the state legislature. 

Retirement Process 

If you are contemplating retirement notify Human Resources in writing 6 months prior to your 
expected retirement date. For more information refer to the Retirement Fact Sheet Located on the 
Intranet or ask your supervisor. 

2.9 OVERTIME/COMPENSATORY TIME 

 
The Parish compensates employees in accordance with the Fair Labor Standards Act. Based 
on the needs of the Parish, an employee may be required or authorized by appropriate 
supervisory authority to work at any time when he would not normally be scheduled for duty. 
Whenever such work is required or authorized, his overtime compensation will be calculated 
according to the terms as set forth in this section. 

 
The Parish may provide compensatory time off in lieu of overtime compensation in 
accordance with the provisions of the Fair Labor Standards Act. Agreement to accept 
employment with Tangipahoa Parish constitutes agreement by the employee to accept 
compensatory time off in lieu of overtime compensation when so directed by the Parish. 

 
Overtime provisions shall not routinely apply to classes of work designated as exempt.  
However, the Parish President may authorize overtime payment for exempt employees during 
declared emergencies and disasters.  This provision shall also apply to work in preparation of 
an approaching storm or declared emergency or for work caused as a direct result of a 
declared emergency or disaster, such as cleanup, repairs or replacement of public rights-of-
way, damaged equipment, buildings and infrastructures, assisting with disaster relief services 
to residents, and the required paperwork. In such cases, overtime compensation shall be at 
one and one-half (1.5) times the employee’s regular hourly rate for hours worked in excess of 
forty (40).  The employee; however, may elect to receive compensatory time on a one and 
one-half (1.5) basis in lieu of overtime wages. 
 
Overtime and Compensatory time must be approved by Supervisor. 

 

Regular full-time employees shall receive compensation at their regular rate for hours 
worked in excess of forty (40) hours in a given workweek and shall receive overtime 
compensation at one and one-half (1.5) times his regular rate for hours worked in excess of 
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forty (40) in a given workweek. 

 
No overtime work shall be performed without proper supervisory authority and/or approval. 
Overtime work without prior authorization from the supervisor shall result in disciplinary action. 

 
Compensatory time off may be granted by the Department Director within a reasonable 
period of time after it is requested. However, if to do so would disrupt the operation of the 
Department the supervisor may not grant the compensatory time off. Department Directors 
will be responsible for regulating the approval and use of compensatory time, not to exceed 
40 hours. The following provisions apply: 

                          
Maximum accruals of compensatory time shall be limited to forty (40) hours for regular 
full-time employees.   After maximum accrual, overtime compensation will be paid to 
regular full-time employees.  
 
Employees may use compensatory time after making a request to their Department 
Head, unless doing so would cause disruption of Parish operations. Compensatory 
time generally should be used for short-term absences from work during times 
mutually agreed to by the employee and the Department Head. Compensatory time 
may not be used the last two (2) weeks of the calendar year. 

 
Upon separation, regular full-time employees receive compensation for their 
accrued compensatory time balance. 

 
The Department Head reserves the right to stipulate that overtime be paid in wages as 
opposed to the employee receiving compensatory time if it is determined that the 
employee’s use of compensatory time would unduly disrupt department operations. 

 
Each department is responsible for properly recording and maintaining accurate 
compensatory time on the time sheet for each employee. The Parish encourages the 
use of compensatory time prior to the use of sick or vacation leave. 

 
Absence from work by reason of vacation leave, sick leave, compensatory time off, witness 
leave, bereavement leave, military leave, holidays, declared emergency leave, or when 
employee is not working and receiving workers’ compensation benefits shall be not be 
considered as time worked for purposes of overtime pay eligibility determinations. An 
employee’s refusal to work overtime as mandated by supervisor or Department Head may 
subject the employee to disciplinary action, up to and including termination. 

 

Overtime work on one day shall not relieve an employee of the responsibility to report for 
work at the regularly scheduled time on the following work day. 
 
2.10 ON-CALL 
 
When the work situation requires an employee to be called back to his work station, 
without prior notice, the employee is guaranteed a minimum of three (3) hours overtime 
pay, if applicable, at the discretion of his Department Head.  In the event a call is 
cancelled within thirty (30) minutes, compensation will be one (1) hour overtime pay at 
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the discretion of the department head. 
 
On-call vehicles will be approved based upon job duty needs as approved by the Chief 
Administrative Officer. 
 

2.11 EMERGENCY STANDBY 

 
Employees placed on emergency standby during national disasters shall follow the Parish’s 
Emergency Operations Plan. 

 

2.12 REST PERIODS 
 
Three (3) 20-minute rest periods each workday are generally provided; however, it must 
be realized that workloads on a given day may eliminate the rest period(s). 

 
Rest periods, for which employees are compensated should only be taken at the discretion 
of the supervisor.  

 
Food shall not be eaten in work areas, especially in areas frequented by the public. Rest 
periods generally are taken between the hours of 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. on a staggered 
schedule so that an employee’s absence does not disrupt office operation. 

 
Employees on break should not go into other work areas for non-business purposes and 
interfere with or distract other employees who are working at that time. Employees are 
expected to return from rest periods timely and are subject to discipline for tardiness. 
 
2.13 HOLIDAYS 

 
Each New Hire will be paid for Holidays after 1 week of employment.  
 

Holidays falling on a Saturday are normally observed on the preceding Friday. Holidays falling 
on a Sunday are normally observed on the following Monday. In addition, any day declared a 
holiday by the Parish President and/or governing body of Tangipahoa Parish shall be 
observed as an additional holiday. 

 
Holidays are approved annually by the council and are subject to change. A list will be provided 
annually. 
 
 
2.14 SICK LEAVE 

 
Sick leave may only be used for illness or incapacity of the employee; forced quarantine of 
the employee by a public health official; to care for the employee’s dependent children, 
spouse, or parents who are ill; to attend the birth of the employee’s child; or for use of a 
prescription drug that impairs job performance or safety. Sick leave can also be used for 
health needs, e.g. dental, optical, or medical appointments and treatment.  However, 
employees should try to schedule these appointments without interrupting their normal work 
schedule to the greatest extent possible. Appropriate documentation from employee’s (family 
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member’s) treating physician may be required for payment of sick leave. 

 
Sick leave accrual for regular full-time employees shall be eight (8) hours per month until a 
maximum of 180 days has been accumulated with successful completion of introductory 
period in accordance with guidelines.  
 
Employees cannot accrue sick days for any calendar month during which he has been 
on leave without pay.  
 
All sick leave must be approved by the applicable Supervisor/Foreman and reported on the 
time sheets.  In addition, all Supervisors/Foremen must report to the Payroll Accountant on a 
bi-weekly basis, employees who will be using accumulated sick leave. 

 
Any abuse of this benefit will be taken into account during performance evaluation.  
Appropriate Disciplinary action will be taken if sick leave abuse is discovered, not to exclude 
termination. 

 

2.15 VACATION LEAVE 
 
Tangipahoa Parish Government provides vacation leave to its employees and encourages 
employees to plan for its use in advance.  Regular planning and use of Vacation Leave helps 
to maintain good mental health and renews the employee’s overall well-being. 

 
Each regular full-time employee who completes 60 days of continuous employment is eligible 
for vacation leave. 
 
Accumulation 
Employees earn vacation leave according to the following schedule: 

                 
                      Length of Employment           Days               Hours 

1 year  5   40 

2-9 years 10   80 

10-29 years 15 120 

30 and over years 20 160 

 
*Employee accrued Vacation Leave will be added on the 1st of the month of the employee’s 
anniversary date. 
All vacation leave must be approved by the applicable supervisor and reported on the time 
sheet. 
 
For internal control purposes, all employees are required to take at least (2) two - (3) three 
weeks of accumulated vacation leave per year. 
 
Employees are paid this leave on a regular straight-time basis.  Vacation leave does not count 
as time worked when computing overtime. 
 
When an official holiday occurs during a vacation, that day is not charged against vacation time.  
Sickness during vacation may be taken as sick days if verified by a doctor’s certificate. 
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Compensation for unused Vacation Leave  
 
Employees will be paid at a rate of 50% of their current hourly rate for any annual vacation 
hours accrued over 240 hours at the time of their anniversary date. 
 
However, if an employee has below or equal to 240 hours on their anniversary date, but accrue 
additional hours, according to the employee’s years of service with TPG, which causes the 
employee to exceed the 240 hours maximum; the employee has 12 months to reduce their 
vacation hours below or equal to 240 hours. After the 12 months reduction period, any excess 
vacation hours exceeding 240 hours remaining on the employee’s anniversary date will be paid 
at a rate of 50% of the employee’s current hourly rate. 
 
Upon separation of employment, employees will be paid at the current rate of pay for any un-
used vacation leave. 
 
Requests for use 
 
Requests for Vacation Leave shall be submitted in writing on the Leave Request Form and 
submitted to the supervisor at least two weeks in advance.  Requests are approved at the 
discretion of the supervisor. 
 
When possible, requests for vacation will be granted as requested by employees.  However, 
employees must bear in mind that operating the parish requires an adequate number of trained 
employees in the different divisions of the parish.  In order to provide the public with good 
service, knowledgeable employees must be in key areas whenever parish government is open.  
This must be kept in mind when scheduling vacations, however, this can mean that a request 
for vacation will be denied if it causes insufficient staffing for the parish. 
 
Employees should request vacation time as far in advance as possible.  Vacation time will be 
granted based on a “first come, first served” basis.  In other words, the first employee to request 
a specific date for vacation time will be granted that date, as long as the parish’s staffing needs 
allow.  If a second employee requests the same date, that request may not be granted.  There 
may be rare exceptions to this, but only where the second employee would never fill in for the 
first.  Our staff is small and having two or more out at the same time in the same department is 
very difficult.  It produces staffing shortages that cause problems for the public and for the staff.  
The first priority in scheduling employees is always to best serve the citizens of the Parish. 
     
The procedure for requesting vacation time will be as follows.  The employee will make the 
request in writing to the supervisor.  All requests should be submitted on the “Leave Request” 
form.  If you are requesting time off for days that occur in more than one pay period, please use 
a different form for each pay period.  The Supervisor must approve all vacation time.  When the 
supervisor approves the vacation request, it will appear on the vacation calendar.  All vacations 
will be added to the vacation calendar so that all employees will be aware of when vacation time 
might reasonably be requested. 
 
Vacation time is important, and employees certainly earn and deserve the vacation time coming 
to them. Requests for vacation time will be honored but must be balanced against adequately 
staffing the parish in order to best serve the public. 
 
(Reference:  Appendix C - Leave Request Form) 
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2.16 MILITARY LEAVE 

 
Unpaid Leave and Reinstatement 
 
Employees called to active duty in the Louisiana National Guard, state Military, or any branch of 
the state military forces for Louisiana or any other state are entitled to unpaid leave and 
reinstatement when their service is complete.  
 
Employees will be reinstated to the same position or a comparable one with the same seniority, 
status, benefits, and pay. If an employee is no longer qualified for a former position because of a 
disability sustained during active duty, but is qualified to preform another position, the employee 
will be offered a comparable position, unless it would pose a direct threat or significant risk to the 
health and safety of the employee or others that cannot be eliminated by reasonable 
accommodation. 
 
Employees must report to work within 72 hours of release or recovery from service-related injury 
or illness.  Tangipahoa Parish does not discriminate against employees because of their military 
obligations. 
 
Leave With Pay 
 
An employee who is a member of a reserve component of the armed forces of the United States 
and called to duty for military purposes, or who is a member of a National Guard unit called to 
active duty as a result of a non-local or non- state emergency, shall be granted a leave of absence 
from his/her position without loss of pay or education of leave for a period not to exceed fifteen 
(15) working days per calendar year (hereafter “military leave with pay”)  
 
Reference: La. Stat. Ann. 29:38, 29:38.1 
  

2.17 WORKERS’ COMPENSATION 
 
If an employee is injured on the job or suffers a job-related illness, he must immediately report 
the injury to his supervisor or Department Head. This ensures that the Parish can assist the 
employee in obtaining appropriate medical treatment.  Failure to follow this procedure may 
result in the appropriate Workers’ Compensation report not being filed in accordance with the 
law, which may consequently jeopardize the employee’s right to benefits in connection with the 
injury and may subject the employee to disciplinary action. 
 
If and when the disability of an employee is of the nature that he is entitled to payments under any 
Worker’s Compensation Insurance, the employee will be paid in accordance with the Worker’s 
Compensation laws in effect at the time of the disability. 
 
On the date of the injury, the employee shall be paid for his entire work shift. If the injury 
causes the employee to continue to miss work, thereby disabling the employee, the 
employee shall have the choice of using sick, vacation, or leave without pay during the 
seven (7) day worker’s compensation waiting period. Should the disability continue, the 
employee will be paid in accordance with the Worker’s Compensation laws in effect at the 
time of the disability. Employees will not accrue sick leave or receive holiday pay while on 
workers’ compensation. 
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Any employee filing a Worker’s Compensation claim is not eligible to receive regular pay 
after the seventh (7th) day waiting period is over. Worker’s Compensation will begin paying 
benefits on the eighth (8th) day. 
 
Any employee who has an accident or injury on the job and draws benefits under the 
Worker’s Compensation laws shall continue to receive group insurance coverage for himself 
for a period of six months following the injury. At the end of the (6) six months, the employee 
will be placed on inactive status and offered Cobra benefits. If the employee has not 
returned to Active Status within one (1) year, employment will be terminated. 
 
Every attempt shall be made to place that employee who has the on-the-job injury back into 
his or her former position, or if not into the original position, if no longer in existence, in 
another at a similar level of responsibility and pay as soon as such position is available. In 
the event the attending physician has issued a back-to-work authorization and a position is 
available, and the employee fails to report to work, automatic termination of employment will 
occur. 

 
Questions regarding Workers’ Compensation should be directed to the Department of 
Human Resources. Also, employees should refer to the Parish’s Workers’ 
Compensation Policy and Procedure for additional information. 
 

 

2.18 RECOUPMENT OF EMPLOYEE OVERPAYMENTS 

 
Unearned payments to employees are prohibited by Article 7, Section 14 of the Louisiana State 
Constitution which prohibits the donation of public funds. It is the policy of the Tangipahoa 
Parish to ensure that all employees are paid accurately and that any overpayments to 
employees are recouped in a timely manner with minimal impact to the employee and to the 
Parish. Overpayments occur when compensation that is not owed to the employee is paid in 
error. This includes but is not limited to payments such as overpayment of wages, vacation or 
sick leave paid in error, as well as erroneous refunds of deductions, etc. 

 
All employees and department staff who affect the pay process, including those who approve 
payroll, enter time, work with personnel actions, calculate payroll, or distribute payroll, are 
responsible to assist in achieving an overall effective system of control to produce accurate, 
timely payroll. 

 

 
APPLICABILITY 
 
This policy shall be applicable to all active employees within the Parish as well as all 
separated employees. 

 

 

DEFINITIONS 
• Active Employee – an employee currently on the payroll of the Parish. 

• Deduction – any voluntary/involuntary reduction in gross pay (e.g., insurance, taxes, 
etc.). 

• Direct Deposit Reversal – a formal request to the financial institution which 
received compensation for an employee to return funds deposited into that 
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employee’s account. 

• Express Consent – the employee responds to the written notification, either 
verbally or in writing, and advises that he agrees that he has been overpaid and 
he agrees with the Parish’s plan of action for the recoupment. 

• Implied Consent – the employee does not respond to the written notification within 
ten (10) working days.  This implies that the employee agrees that he has been 
overpaid and agrees with the plan of action for the recoupment, thus implying his/her 
consent to the recoupment of funds. 

• Net Pay – the amount of compensation due to the employee after withholding all 
voluntary and involuntary deductions from his wages/compensation earned. 

• Overpayment – the amount of compensation paid to an employee in error. 

• Recoupment – the act of recovering the compensation which was paid to the 
employee in error. 

• Separated Employee – an individual who was formerly an employee but who no 
longer works for the Parish. 

• Wage – the payment to an employee for services rendered. 
 

 

PROCEDURE 

 
The Parish will make every effort to ensure that an employee’s pay is correct.  
However, any employee who believes he has been improperly paid (overpaid or 
underpaid) or has had funds withheld from his paycheck inappropriately, should bring 
this to the attention of his supervisor and/or his Department Head immediately upon 
discovering the error.  The Department Head will then notify the Finance Department.  
It is recommended that employees review their pay statements as early as the 
following pay period to determine if pay is as expected. 

 
Should it be determined that the Parish has underpaid an employee, the employee will 
be reimbursed all funds that are due him. Alternately, should it be determined that the 
employee has been overpaid, the Finance Department will follow the procedures 
outlined below to recoup the funds which were paid in error. 

 

 

Notification to Employee/Separated Employee When Overpayment Occurs 

 

Once it is determined that an overpayment has been made, the Finance Department will 
immediately notify the employee of the error. This notice must be in writing and include the 
following: 

 
• Pay date(s) on which the overpayment occurred; 

• Amount of the overpayment; 

• Reason that the overpayment occurred; 

• Parish’s plan of action for recoupment; 

• Employee/Separated Employee options for reimbursement of overpayment, as 
appropriate; 

• Procedure employee/separated employee should use if disputing any 
aspect of the overpayment (see Dispute Mechanism section below); and 

• Instructions on how to locate this policy. 
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Recoupment of Overpayment(s) 

 
The amount to be recouped from any one paycheck cannot cause the employee’s 
biweekly gross hourly wage to fall below the federal minimum wage without specific 
written approval from the employee. 

 
• From Active Employees 

Should an overpayment be discovered for a current employee, the procedures 
outlined above will be followed by the Finance Department.  The repayment 
options will include: 

- Direct deposit reversal; or 
- One-time deduction from a subsequent paycheck; or 
- Personal payment from employee (e.g., cash, check, or money 

order).  Prior approval for this method of payment must be obtained 
from Financial Director. 

 
If an employee who has been overpaid is separating from the Parish, every 
effort shall be made to have the procedure completed such that the amount of 
the overpayment may be withheld from the employee’s final paycheck.  If the 
full amount is not recovered in the final paycheck, the Parish shall follow the 
guidelines outlined below. 

 
• From Separated Employees 

Employees separated from the Parish will be notified by the Finance 
Department of any overpayments according to the guidelines outlined above.  
Further, the written notice 
will include a demand for payment and should include the following repayment 
options: 

- One-time personal payment from employee (e.g., cash, check, or 
money order). 

 
Should the Finance Department be unable to recover overpayments from a 
separated employee, the Financial Director will consult legal counsel to 
determine if legal recourse is warranted. 

 
Dispute Mechanism 

 
If an employee/separated employee does not agree with the Parish’s claim of overpayment, 
the employee/separated employee may file an appeal with the Finance Director. The appeal 
must be received in writing by the Finance Director no later than ten (10) working days from 
the date of notification of overpayment. This statement must contain the reason(s)  

why the employee/separated employee feels the recoupment is not warranted and should 
include any supporting documentation to be considered for review. 

 
The Finance Director will respond to the employee/separated employee within ten (10) 
working days from receipt of written dispute. 
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If the employee is still not satisfied with the response from the Finance Director, the 
employee may then send the dispute to the CAO within five (5) working days of 
receipt of the Finance Director response.  The CAO shall accept, reject, or modify the 
recommendation of the Finance Director. The decision of the CAO shall be final.  
The decision shall be in writing and sent to the employee/separated employee, and a 
copy shall be sent to the Payroll Department. 

 

 
 

EXCEPTIONS: 

 
Requests from the employee for exceptions to this policy should be submitted to the CAO 
through the Human Resources Department.  Documentation should include: 

 
• Name and title of the employee making the request for exception; 

• Department in which he is employed; 

• Amount of the overpayment; 

• Circumstances creating the overpayment; 

• Documentation which includes the reasons the employee believes that some or all of 
the overpaid money should not be recouped or why the money recouped should be 
repaid to the employee. 

 
Any exception must have the written approval of the CAO.
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3.0 GENERAL RULES & DISCIPLINE 
 

 

3.1 ATTENDANCE 

 
Each employee is expected to be at work on time and work the full work period. Excessive 
tardiness and absences will lead to disciplinary action against the employee. 

 
Approval for time off from work, including vacations, should be requested in advance. 
However, when an absence has not been scheduled in advance, but an employee is unable 
to report to work or will arrive late, employee is to call his supervisor (or designated employee 
in his department) before the start of their shift or no later than fifteen (15) minutes after the 
assigned start of his shift. If an absent employee fails to notify appropriate supervisor (or 
designee) within the prescribed time, he may be charged with being absent without leave. 
Employee must make every effort to speak directly with his supervisor (or designee) to report 
absence as opposed to initially communicating this information via voicemail or email 
message.  However, in instances where voicemail or email message was left because 
supervisor or designee could not be reached by phone, employee is expected to follow-up 
with supervisor or designee within an hour to ensure that the message has been received. 

 
Absent without leave (AWOL) is a serious offense and may result in corrective disciplinary 
action in the form of a reprimand, suspension or dismissal. No compensation shall be paid to 
an employee for time absent from work without leave. Pay deduction or pay denial to an 
employee for time absent without leave shall not be considered or treated as a disciplinary 
action.  The type of disciplinary action will be determined by the Department Head after taking 
into consideration the work record and the attendance record of the employee. 

 
Any abuse of this benefit will be taken into account during performance evaluation.  Appropriate 
disciplinary actions will be taken if leave abuse is discovered, not to exclude termination. 

 

 
 

3.2 BUILDING SECURITY 

 
At certain facilities employees who are issued keys to their office, buildings, etc. are responsible 
for their safekeeping. Supervisors will have employees sign an Acknowledgement and 
Receipt of Tangipahoa Parish Property & Financial Obligation Form upon receiving the 
key.  The last employee, or a designated employee, who leaves the office/building at the end of 
the business day assumes the responsibility to ensure that all doors are securely locked, the 
alarm system is armed if applicable, and all appliances and lights are turned off with exception of 
the lights normally left on for security purposes. 
 

Employees are not allowed to loiter on Parish property. Accordingly, if not performing work, 
employees are expected to arrive on premises no earlier than thirty (30) minutes prior to the 
start of his shift and likewise, vacate premises no later than thirty (30) minutes after the end 
of his shift.  At no time is tobacco, alcohol or illegal substance permitted on premises, even 
if an employee is off duty. 
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3.3 CHANGING OF PERSONAL INFORMATION 

 
It is important that the Parish keeps an accurate record of each employee’s personal status. 
Employees are responsible for informing their supervisor, payroll, and Human Resources 
Department of any changes in personal information or status, such as: 

 

• Name 

• Address/Telephone Number 

• Professional license/certification 

• Person to contact in case of emergency 

• Number of dependents 

• Marital status (for benefits and tax withholding purposes only) 

•  Change of beneficiary designations for any of the Parish’s insurance plans and the 
Parochial Employees Retirement System 

• Driving record or status of driver’s license, if employee operates any Parish vehicle 

• Military or draft status 

• Exemptions on W-4 and L-4 tax forms 

 
Coverage or benefits that the employee and his family may receive under the Parish’s 
benefits package could be negatively affected if the employee’s information is not up-to-
date. It is especially important for each employee to immediately report to the insurance 
carrier and to the Human Resources Department changes in dependent status which affect 
the employee’s insurance plan(s) within 30 days of the change. Unreported changes may 
cause the insurance to be declared invalid in the event of a claim.  The Parish is not 
responsible for any loss of benefits due to an employee’s failure to report such changes. 

 
In addition, employees who have a change in the number of dependents or marital status 
should complete a new Form W-4 for income tax withholding purposes. 

 
Since the Administration refers to an employee’s personnel file when decisions are to be 
made in connection with promotions, transfers, layoffs and recalls, it’s to the employee’s 
benefit to be sure his file includes information about completion of educational or training 
courses, and areas of interest and skills that may not be part of his current position. 

 
An employee’s personal information and personnel data should be accurate and current at all 
times. 
 

Reference: EMPLOYEE PERSONAL INFORMATION CHANGE FORM can be located on the 
Intranet 

 
 

3.4 COURTESY/CUSTOMER RELATIONS 

 
Communication is the key to effective services and customer relations. Professional and 
courteous communications is expected of all employees at all times, whether it is with a 
customer, visitor, the general public, fellow employee, supervisor or another member of 
management, or an elected official. Furthermore, everyone is to be treated with dignity and 
respect. As a representative of the Parish, employees will conduct themselves professionally. 
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Employees should listen carefully to customer inquiries and complaints and deal with them in a 
responsive, professional manner. If a customer should become unreasonable, irate, verbally 
abusive, or harassing, and the employee cannot resolve the matter, the employee should refer 
the customer to his supervisor. Employees are also encouraged to report recurring customer-
related issues to their immediate supervisor and should be prepared to make suggestions for 
problem-solving changes. 

 

 
 

3.5 DECLARED EMERGENCY PLAN 

 
During a disaster, the responsibility of Tangipahoa Parish in serving the citizens of the parish 
is to maintain basic services. All employees are expected to be available if and when 
needed, should a disaster occur. In addition, each employee should be familiar with the 
Parish’s Emergency Operations Plan. 

 
When the Parish President authorizes the activation of the Disaster Plans, all departments 
are to initiate their specially assigned duties. The plan will be updated, republished 
periodically by the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) and available upon request from 
each Department Head or manager. 

 

 
 

3.6 DRUG/ALCOHOL - FREE WORKPLACE    
 

Tangipahoa Parish Government is a drug and alcohol-free workplace. The Parish recognizes the 

importance of providing a safe, efficient, healthy, and productive work environment and 

minimizing the risk of accidents and injury. Employees are expected to perform their duties in a 

safe and efficient manner. Consequently, the Parish maintains a zero tolerance for drug and 

alcohol abuse by employees. 

 
Applicability 

The Drug and Alcohol Policy shall apply to all Tangipahoa Parish Government employees and 

to applicants for employment. Compliance with this Policy is required as a condition of 

continued employment. 

Drug and Alcohol Possession and Use 

 

Employees may not use, consume, possess, distribute, sell, dispense, manufacture or purchase 

alcohol, illegal drugs, intoxicants or controlled substances on Parish property, or while 

performing Parish business while away from Parish premises. This prohibition also includes 

lawful controlled substances that have been illegally or improperly obtained, as well as abuse of 

a lawful substance. 

Employees may not have any such substances or alcohol in their system while at work. This 
policy does not prohibit the possession and proper use of lawfully prescribed drugs taken in 
accordance with the prescription but does prohibit employees from having excessive amounts 
of otherwise lawful controlled substance in their systems or from working while impaired by a 
lawful medication. It is the employee’s responsibility to determine from his/her physician in 
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advance whether a prescribed drug may impair job performance. Upon request, the employee is 
responsible for obtaining a written note from their medical provider or physician to determine if 
a prescribed drug may impair job performance or present a safety hazard. 

Compliance with this policy is required as a condition of employment for qualified applicants or 
for continued employment of current employees. The presence of a detectable amount of any 
prohibited substance in an employee while working and/or during working hours may be 
deemed a violation of this policy, regardless of when or where the substance entered the 
employee’s system. 

For the purposes of this policy, Parish property includes all property owned, leased by, or 
under the control of Tangipahoa Parish Government, including but not limited to its offices, 
facilities, parking areas, grounds, buildings, structures, any and all work locations, vehicles, 
equipment, and while wearing a Parish uniform. 

 
Employee Responsibility to Report Impairment 

 
All employees are jointly responsible for maintaining a safe and healthy working environment. Any 
employee who observes, suspects or has knowledge of another employee in a condition which 
impairs the employee in the performance of their job duties, or who presents a hazard to the 
safety and welfare of others, or is otherwise in violation of policy, is required to report that to a 
supervisor or manager as soon as practicable. Employees are expected to report to work in a 
condition that enables them to properly perform the functions of their Job duties. 
 
If an employee’s ability to perform his/her job duties is impaired, whether from the use of 
Alcohol, Illicit drugs, Prescribed Medications, or Over-the Counter Medications, he/she should 
immediately notify his/her Supervisor of the impairment. Employees who serve in Safety-Sensitive 
positions must be particularly vigilant with regard to the effects of Alcohol or Drug use. Employees in 
those positions must also be aware of the effects of Prescriptions or over-the-counter medications on 
their ability to safely perform their job duties. Any employee in a Safety-Sensitive position or any 
employee required to drive a Parish vehicle is required to advise his/her Supervisor if he/she is taking 
any over-the-counter medication or prescribed medication by a Health Care Provider that may impair 
his/her ability to safely and effectively perform assigned job duties. 
 

PRESCRIBED MEDICATIONS 

Employees taking legally prescribed or over-the-counter medications that have the 
potential to negatively impact the employee’s ability to perform his job functions in a safe 
and effective manner (e.g., medications which caution against use while operating 
machinery) must report such use to their immediate supervisor, and may be required to 
present medical documentation describing the effects such medication may have on the 
employee’s ability to perform his tasks. The Parish may take such action as it deems 
appropriate, including but not limited to temporarily transferring the employee to a different 
position, permitting the employee to take a leave of absence or other step, depending on 
the circumstances. 

 

MEDICAL MARIJANA 

 
The employees of Tangipahoa Parish Government are our most valuable resource, 
and for that reason, their health and safety are of paramount concern. Medical 
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Marijuana will be treated the same as all other prescription medication. Tangipahoa 
Parish Government has the same expectations from employees who use medical 
marijuana as those who use all other types of medication.  
 
CBD USE 
 
Hemp-derived CBD product are legal under LA Law. However, each employee bears 
the responsibility to ensure that any products used, does not contain a level of THC 
which would trigger a positive result on a drug test. In addition, at this time these 
products are not regulated by the FDA (Food & Drug Administration). We stress that 
employees do in-depth research on any CBD Hemp- derived products before use. 
General use of CBD-Hemp derived products will not constitute a valid excuse for a 
positive drug test. 

 
 
When Drug and/or Alcohol Testing May Be Conducted: 

               

In order to enforce this policy, Tangipahoa Parish Government may require employees to 
undergo drug and alcohol testing, including urinalysis, blood, hair, salvia or other appropriate 
tests and, where appropriate, searches of all areas of the Parish’s premises, in the following 
circumstances and/or for the following reasons: 

 

Pre-Employment Screening - Offers of employment will be conditioned upon proper 
cooperation and participation in the Parish’s drug screening program. Failure to successfully 
complete a drug and controlled substance screening test, or to provide consent for testing 
will be deemed a withdrawal of the candidate’s application for employment. Applicants who 
test positive without a legitimate medical reason will be denied employment.  

 
Reasonable Suspicion - Employees may be required to submit to drug/alcohol screening if 
Tangipahoa Parish Government has a reasonable suspicion that they have violated any of 
the rules set forth in this policy. Reasonable suspicion may arise from, among other factors, 
supervisory observation, co-worker reports or complaints, performance decline, attendance 
or behavioral changes, errors in judgment or negligence, results of drug searches or other 
detection method. 

 

Post-Accident - Any employee involved in an on-the-job accident, work-related vehicular 

accident, or workplace injury under circumstances that suggest possible use or influence of 

drugs or alcohol in the accident or injury event may be asked to submit to a drug and/or 

alcohol test. An employee’s involvement is not strictly limited to the person who was or 

could have been injured, but also any employee who potentially contributed to the accident 

or injury event in any way. 

 

Random - Employees may be selected at random for drug and/or alcohol testing as determined 
by Tangipahoa Parish Government. Random drug and/or alcohol/testing shall include all 
employees on an unannounced basis. 

  

Return to Duty - Individual employees may be subject to testing as a result of participation in a 
Rehabilitation Program or medical leave of absence before returning to work, or when required 
by Tangipahoa Parish Government regulations. 
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 The Substances tested for in addition to Alcohol, include the following Panel: 

 
  Amphetamines - Methamphetamine 

  Barbiturates 

  Benzodiazepines 

  Benzoylecgonine – Cocaine Metabolite 

  Marijuana Metabolite 

  Methadone 

  Opiates – Codeine, Morphine, Hydrocodone, hydromorphone 

  Phencyclidine 

  Propoxyphene 

 

All cut-off levels for each drug and/or alcohol test are established by federal and state guidelines 

Reference 49 CFR (Code of Federal Regulations) 40.87.  

 

Testing Procedures 
 
Prior to testing, employees will sign the applicable consent form. Refusal to do so is 

considered a violation of this policy and may be subject to discipline, up to and including 

termination from employment. 

Testing will be conducted by an appropriate testing facility designated by Tangipahoa 

Parish Government. Applicants and employees must cooperate fully with reasonable 

procedures and requirements of the testing facility. 

Each employee and applicant who is to be tested will be asked by the designated testing 

facility to list all legal and prescription drugs consumed during the prior period—typically 

thirty days or as otherwise designated by the testing facility—and will have an opportunity 

to explain the use of each such drug. Failure to report the use of any such drugs and 

subsequently testing “positive” on any required screening or other test is a violation of this 

policy and subject to discipline, up to and including termination from employment. 

Involuntary terminated employees are eligible to re-apply after (1) one year. 

 

Prescribed Medication- is a drug that is available only with written instructions from a doctor or 
dentist to a pharmacist. Employees must have a valid prescription issued to the them by a 
licensed health care provider authorized to issue such prescription and used for its intended 
purpose as prescribed. 

 

Medical Marijuana - refers to using the whole, unprocessed marijuana plant or its basic extracts 
to treat symptoms of illness and other conditions.  For the legal uses of medical marijuana 
defined by State of Louisiana Reference RS 40:1046.  

 

Samples Declared “Diluted” or “Adulterated” 
 
Any drug-testing sample with a final testing disposition characterized as “diluted” or 

“adulterated” will result in the employee automatically submitting to a retest within a 2-hour 

period if practical. 

 

Retesting of Original Confirmed Positive Samples 
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An employee shall have the right to retest the original confirmed positive sample at the 

same or another approved laboratory at the employee’s expense within 30 days of the 

sample being submitted. 

The examiner, through the approved laboratory, shall make original confirmed positive 

samples available to the affected employee, or a designated agent, during the time 

the sample is required to be retained. The employee must request release of the 

sample in writing, specifying which approved laboratory the sample is to be sent. The 

employee incurs all expenses for chain of custody procedures, shipping, and retesting 

of the original positive sample related to this request. Retesting of the original 

confirmed positive sample does not prevent or delay disciplinary actions up to and 

including dismissal. 

 
Confidentiality 
 
Test results will be maintained in a confidential manner in a separate file not part of 

the employee’s personnel file. Test results of applicants will be maintained in a 

separate file, not part of the application. 

Tangipahoa Parish Government will endeavor to keep the results of any drug, 

substance abuse or other such test confidential. Test results and voluntary reports of 

drug and alcohol problems will not be revealed by Tangipahoa Parish Government to 

any person except those persons whom Tangipahoa Parish Government believes 

have a need to know because of such reasons as supervision of the employee 

involved, personnel administration or as otherwise deemed necessary or proper by 

Tangipahoa Parish Government or as required by law. 

 

Testing Violations 
 
The following behaviors constitute violations of this policy and may be subject to 

discipline, up to and including termination from employment. 

 

• Testing positive on a required or requested drug or alcohol test or 

screen 

• Refusing either to take a drug or alcohol test or to release information 

regarding a required or requested drug or alcohol test or screen 

• Admitting use or use of a “masking substance” for the purpose of 

degrading, disguising or rendering a false negative result.  

Searches and Inspections 
 
In order to enforce this policy and these procedures, and to maintain a safe and healthy 

working environment, the Parish may investigate potential violations, search any area on 

Parish -premises and condition entry to Parish premises upon the right to search the 

person or personal property of any entrant for illegal and unauthorized drugs, drug 

paraphernalia, controlled substances, alcoholic beverages and unauthorized weapons. 

In addition, the Parish reserves the right to inspect vehicles, lockers, work areas, desks, 

tool boxes and other locations without prior notice, in order to ensure a work environment 

free of prohibited substances. An employee may be asked to be present and remove a 

personal lock. The employee is hereby notified that locked areas or containers do not 

prevent a search and thus employees should understand there is no expectation of privacy 

on Parish premises. Where the employee is not present or refuses to remove a personal 
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lock, the Parish may do so for him or her, and compensate the employee for the lock. 

 

Violations 
 
Employees who violate the Parish’s drug and alcohol abuse policy will be removed from 

the workplace immediately and subject to immediate dismissal. The Parish may also 

bring the matter to the attention of appropriate law enforcement authorities. 

 

Criminal Charges and Convictions 
 
Any conviction for criminal conduct involving illegal drugs, intoxicants, or controlled 

substances, whether on or off duty, or any violation of the Parish’s drug and alcohol 

abuse policy, including having a positive drug-test result, may lead to disciplinary action, 

up to immediate termination. 

Employees convicted with drug offenses must notify the Parish in writing within five (5) calendar 
days of the conviction. The parish will take action as appropriate under the circumstances and 
as required by the Drug-Free Workplace Act within (30) calendar days of notification. 
Departments which have been awarded federal grants or contracts shall notify the appropriate 
contracting agencies as required by law. 
 
Employee Assistance 
 
Employees are encouraged to voluntarily seek assistance and treatment for substance 

abuse and dependency problems. However, it is the responsibility of the employee to seek 

and accept assistance before drug and alcohol problems lead to disciplinary action, 

including termination. Failure to enter, remain or successfully complete a prescribed 

treatment program may result in termination of employment. 

Entrance into a treatment program does not relieve an employee of the obligation to 

satisfy the Parish’s standards regarding an employee’s performance or relieve his/her 

responsibility to perform his/her job in a satisfactory, safe and efficient manner. 

Participation in a treatment program will not prevent the Parish from administering 

discipline for violation of its policies, up to and including termination from employment. 

 
 
3.7 DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES 
 
Tangipahoa Parish expects all employees to comply with the Parish’s standards of conduct 
and job performance and that noncompliance with these standards must be corrected.  
Discipline is an instrument for changing unacceptable behavior and performance, and for 
motivating and encouraging employees.  Discipline may be imposed for a single incident or 
for a pattern of conduct. The specific discipline imposed is intended to focus the attention of 
the employee on the performance or conduct problem and, except in cases of discharge, to 
encourage changes in behavior. 

 
Disciplinary actions include but not limited to: verbal counseling, written reprimand, reduction 
in pay, suspension without pay, demotion, and discharge. 
 
Under normal circumstances, Tangipahoa Parish favors a policy of progressive discipline in 
which it attempts to provide employees with notice of deficiencies or rule violations and an 
opportunity to improve. The progressive disciplinary procedures described in this policy may 
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also be applied to an employee who is experiencing a series of unrelated problems involving 
job performance or behavior. 

 
While a progressive discipline program will be followed in regard to addressing conduct and 
job performance problems in most instances, there may be particular situations in which the 
seriousness of the offense justifies the omission of one or more of the steps in the procedure. 
Such circumstances include cases where the infraction is of such a serious nature that a 
written reprimand, suspension, demotion, or discharge is justifiable, even on a first offense.  
The discipline imposed will be determined according to the severity of the infraction(s), 
regardless of whether prior discipline has been imposed. 
 
All written disciplinary action forms must be reviewed by Human Resources and Chief 
Administrative Officer before implementing. 
 
All disciplinary actions must be forwarded to Human Resources. 

 
Disciplinary action may include: 

 
1.  A verbal warning or counseling (coaching): which generally is given for a first 

occurrence of an infraction, must documented on the TPG Disciplinary Action Form 
and placed in the employee’s personnel file.  Action necessary by the employee to 
correct the problem shall be discussed by the supervisor. 

 
2.  A written reprimand: needs to be signed by the employee’s supervisor and 

acknowledged by the employee. Written reprimands are to be placed in the 
reprimanded employee’s personnel file. Employees may provide written explanations 
or responses to reprimands for placement in their personnel file. 

 
3.  Suspension:  disciplinary suspensions are without pay and shall be accompanied by a 

written statement setting forth the reason for the suspension and the duration of the 
suspension. Disciplinary suspensions are subject to management.  

 
An employee may be suspended with or without pay pending investigation when the 
Parish has reason to believe he has engaged in conduct which, if confirmed, would 
warrant disciplinary action including termination and the employee’s continued 
presence at work during an investigation of the suspected conduct would be contrary 
to the best interests of Parish service. The employee shall be informed that he is being 
suspended pending investigation and the reasons thereof. Suspensions pending 
investigation are generally for up to fifteen (15) workdays. However, whenever 
management determines that investigations of a major or critical offense warrant 
additional time, suspensions pending investigations may be extended for up to fifteen 
(15) additional workdays. In the event the investigation extends beyond thirty (30) 
days, the employee may be re-assigned by Chief Administrative Officer or placed on 
leave without pay pending the outcome of the investigation. Suspensions of exempt 
employees are permitted only in accordance with provisions of the Fair Labor 
Standards Act. 

 
4.  Involuntary Termination:  is the removal of an employee from Parish service 

when it has been determined that the employee has been given a reasonable 
opportunity to conform his conduct to required behavior or performance standards 
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and has failed to do so, or where an employee has committed one or more serious 
offenses for which no other disciplinary measure is appropriate.  All actions to 
terminate require the prior approval of the management. 

 

 

Reference:  Appendix D - Disciplinary Flow Chart 
Reference:  Appendix E - Disciplinary Action Form 
 

 

3.8 COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS (USE OF) 

 

To ensure that Tangipahoa Parish communication resources are used responsibly and 
productively, the Parish has established the following guidelines: 

 

Every user has a responsibility to maintain and enhance the Parish’s public image and to use 
the Parish’s communication systems in a productive manner. All communication systems must 
be used in compliance with applicable statutes, regulations, and the Parish’s policies including 
those that require a work environment free from discrimination and harassment. Employees are 
expected to use common sense and sound judgment to avoid any communication which is 
disrespectful, offensive, or illegal. 

 

The Parish, as provider of access to communication systems, reserves the right to specify how 
the Parish’s network resources will be used and administered to comply with this policy. 
Message content sent from Parish communication systems reflects the Parish’s image, both 
positively and negatively. Employees may be subject to disciplinary action for using these 
resources in a manner other than for the intended purposes. Incidental personal use is 
secondary and should not interfere or conflict with business use or job performance or incur 
financial charges by the Parish. An employee will be held financially responsible for charges 
incurred by the Parish resulting from his personal use (i.e. long-distance calls, special greetings, 
special ring tones, postage, receipt of pictures, text messages, etc.), and will be subject to 
disciplinary action. 

 

All communication services and equipment, including but not limited to mail, electronic mail 
(email), Intranet, Internet access, telephone systems, cellular phones, facsimiles, instant 
messaging, online services, personal computers, computer files, computer networks, video 
equipment and tapes, voice mail, and bulletin board, and all messages transmitted or stored by 
them, are the sole property of the Parish and are to be used primarily for business purposes. 
Users of computer and telephonic systems should presume no expectation of privacy in 
anything they create, store, send, or receive on the computer or telephonic systems.  The Parish 
reserves the right to monitor, restrict, and/or access communications usage and content.  

 

The information sources available via the Internet are worldwide and constantly growing in 
variation and number. It is not possible for any organization to fully manage the types and 
content of information accessed by its systems and users. Nonetheless, the Parish reserves the 
right to restrict access to any data source if/when, in its sole discretion and after appropriate 
review, the Parish determines such a source to be problematic.  These restrictions do not 
constitute an implication of approval of other non-restricted sources. 
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Without exhausting all of the possibilities, the Parish’s communication services and equipment, 
including but not limited to Internet access and e-mail system, are not to be used in any of the 
following ways: 

 
 •          To communicate the Parish’s official position on any matters, unless specifically  
            authorized to make such statements on behalf of Parish. 
• To harass, intimidate, bully, or threaten another person. 
• To access or distribute obscene, profane, sexually suggestive, pornographic, abusive,   
           libelous, racially or culturally offensive, demeaning or defamatory material or otherwise 
           inappropriate written, recorded, or electronically transmitted messages. 
• To distribute copyrighted materials not authorized for reproduction or      distribution. 
• To impersonate another user or mislead a recipient about sender’s identity. 
• To access another person’s e-mail, if not specifically authorized to do so. 
• To bypass the systems’ security mechanisms. 
• For spam (unsolicited bulk email) or to send or post chain letters. 
• To send messages of a political or religious nature. 
• For personal solicitation. 
• To communicate confidential Parish information to unauthorized individuals within or    
           outside the Parish service. 
• To make unauthorized attempts to access data or break into any Parish or non-Parish  
           system. 
• For theft or unauthorized copying of electronic files or data including documents,  
           photographs, and music or video files. 
• For any purpose which is illegal, against the Parish’s policy, or contrary to the Parish’s  
           best interest. 

 

Employees should bear in mind that email is not private, and its source is clearly identifiable. 
Email messages may remain part of the Parish’s business records long after they have been 
supposedly deleted. Employees should not use email, instant messaging services, facsimiles, 
cellular telephones, or any other insecure communication system to communicate confidential 
information. Electronic records are public records subject to the Louisiana Public Records Act, 
with limited exceptions. There are also other legal issues related to email communications.  In 
general, email is subject to discovery. 

 

Employees should ensure that no personal correspondence appears to be an official 
communication of Tangipahoa Parish. Employees may be perceived as representatives of the 
Parish and, therefore, damage or create liability for the Parish. All outgoing messages, whether 
by mail, facsimile, e-mail, Internet transmission, or any other means, should be accurate, 
appropriate, and work-related. 

 

Access to electronic communication equipment and resources (i.e. computer usage, email, 
personal handheld devices, etc.) and all privileges therein may be removed or restricted by the 
Parish immediately upon an employee’s suspension, discharge, or notice of resignation. 

 

The use of Parish-paid postage or Parish stationary for personal correspondence is not 
permitted. Also, employees should not use the Parish address for the receipt of personal mail. 
Only the Parish may issue personalized stationery and business cards bearing the Parish’s logo. 
Violation of this policy will subject the employee to discipline, up to and including termination. 
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Employees who do not have direct access to a Parish telephone should make provisions to 
have emergency or other necessary incoming calls routed to a department approved telephone. 
Although the Parish will attempt to deliver personal messages deemed emergencies by the 
caller to employees, it cannot and does not accept responsibility for the prompt or accurate relay 
of these messages. 

 
 

3.9 DRIVER’S LICENSE AND DRIVING RECORD 

 
Employees whose work requires operation of a Parish vehicle (or personal vehicle in which 
Parish business is conducted) must present and maintain a valid driver’s license and a driving 
record acceptable to the Parish’s insurer.  Employees must submit a copy of their driver’s 
license to the Parish annually. Employees must for reporting any changes to his driving 
record and privileges to his supervisor immediately. Failure to do so may result in 
disciplinary action, including dismissal. 

 
Anytime an employee is issued a new driver’s license and/or a change in driving record occurs, 
the employee is required to provide a copy to the Human Resource Department. 
 

 

3.10 DRESS CODE/PERSONAL APPEARANCE 

 

It is the policy of Tangipahoa Parish Government that employee attire during work hours and 
work-related activities shall be appropriate to the duties of the position, to the safety of the 
employee and other individuals, and to the probability of public contact.  The personal 
appearance, grooming, and personal hygiene of employees contribute significantly toward the 
public impression of the Parish.  Employees are expected to present a neat, and professional 
appearance at all times.  Good personal hygiene and personal habits are also very important.  
Employees should take extra care to ensure that personal hygiene does not constitute a health 
or safety hazard to others or cause disruption in the workplace. 

Some employees of the Parish are expected to wear uniforms, which are provided and 
maintained by the Parish.  Clothing/uniforms must be neat, clean, and appropriate for 
professional work and the image that Tangipahoa Parish must project to its customers, visitors, 
and the public.  Further, because of working in close proximity to co-workers, employees should 
be considerate of their co-workers when applying perfumes, colognes, and after-shave lotions or 
when using fragrances and lotions. 

Employees not required to wear uniforms shall not wear suggestive attire and athletic clothing 
including yoga pants or sweatpants, or similar items of casual attire that do not present a 
professional appearance.  Hairstyles, clothing, footwear, and jewelry shall conform to the best 
business and professional standards; fingernail length should not impede or affect work 
performance. 

For office staff, jeans (must not be ripped or frayed) may be worn on Fridays, which has been 
designated a “casual dress day” for office staff in each work week.  When a Parish holiday is 
observed on a Friday, casual attire may be worn on the preceding Thursday.  Dress shoes/dress 
sandals with open toes or dress mule-type shoes are permissible; however, beach style flip 
flops, slippers, or other similar types of casual footwear should not be worn.  In addition, 
miniskirts, “spaghetti-strap” or halter tops (unless worn underneath a jacket, sweater, or blouse), 
shorts, and clothing with holes shall not be worn.  Baseball caps shall not be worn indoors.  
Undergarments shall not be visible. 
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Employees are reminded that when in uniform they are representing the Parish and must project 
a favorable and professional image when doing so.  Employees in uniform are expected to wear 
shirts buttoned and tucked. 

 

Prohibited Conduct 

 

While wearing a Parish uniform even when off duty, employees are expressly prohibited from: 

• Consuming alcoholic beverages in public 

• Entering establishments such as bars, nightclubs, or casinos 

• Engaging in unlawful conduct 

 

While the decision on dress is a personal choice by the employee, the employees’ Department 
Head will make the final decision whether the dress is appropriate for the work environment, as 
the Parish reserves the right to determine extremes in style.   Employees in violation of the 
dress code may be sent home to correct the infraction and disciplinary action may be taken.  
Employees in violation of this policy when sent home will not be compensated for any work 
missed because of failure to comply with this policy. 

 
3.11 FALSIFICATION OF PUBLIC/OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS 

 

As public employees, everyone should be mindful that their signature has consequences.  It 
signifies agreement with and certifies accuracy of the information. Knowingly signing or 
submitting a document that contains false information or misrepresentation is a severe violation 
of the Parish’s work rules and any applicable state and/or federal laws. 

 

Official documents include, but are not limited to, personnel forms, evaluation forms, position 
descriptions, leave slips, time and attendance records, purchase requisitions, travel reports and 
expenditures or other financial reports, as well as reports to state and federal agencies filed in 
relation to work. 

 

Violations can subject offender to disciplinary action, up to and including termination, as well as 
legal action. 

 
3.12 LICENSES / CERTIFICATIONS 

 

All employees who perform work that requires licensure or certification are held responsible for 
presenting those credentials during the pre-placement process and for maintaining those 
credentials after being hired. Failure to maintain credentials, falsification or misrepresentation of 
credentials may result in change of position or termination. It is the responsibility of the 
employee to provide proof of licensure/certification to appropriate Parish personnel when 
received.   The Parish reserves the right to conduct period checks or verifications of licenses or 
certifications. 
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3.13 MANAGEMENT / EMPLOYEE COMMUNICATION 

 

Open communication between management and employees is vital for effective operation of the 
Parish. Tangipahoa Parish management strives to keep its employees informed of matters and 
encourages them to voice their opinions and concerns. Department meetings, bulletin boards, 
intranet, and email are used to inform employees of items of general interest as well as specific 
items pertaining to their jobs. Employees should review bulletin boards daily for pertinent Parish 
or departmental information. 
 

3.14 DATING/PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS POLICY   
 
Tangipahoa Parish Government strongly believes that an environment where employees 
maintain clear boundaries between personal and business interactions is most effective for 
conducting business.  Although this policy does not prevent the development of friendships 
or consensual romantic relationships between coworkers, it does establish clear boundaries 
as to how relationships will progress during working hours and within the working 
environment.  Individuals in supervisory relationships or other influential roles are subject to 
more stringent requirements under this policy due to their status as role models, their 
access to sensitive information and the ability to influence others. 
 
Procedures 
 

1. During work hours and in working areas, all employees are expected to keep personal 
exchanges limited so that others are not distracted or offended by such exchanges 
and so that productivity is maintained. 

2. During non-work hours, such as rest period and before/after work periods, employees 
are not precluded from having appropriate personal conversations in non-work areas 
as long as their conversations and behaviors could in no way be perceived as 
offensive or uncomfortable to a reasonable person. 

3. Employees are strictly prohibited from engaging in physical contact that would in any 
way be deemed inappropriate by a reasonable person while on Parish premises, 
whether during work hours or not. 

4. Employees who allow personal relationships with co-workers to affect the working 
environment will be subject to the appropriate provisions of the Parish’s disciplinary 
policy, which may range from counseling to more severe sanctions.  Failure to change 
behaviors and maintain expected work responsibilities is viewed as a serious 
disciplinary matter.   

5. Employee off-duty conduct is generally regarded as private, as long as such conduct 
does not create problems within the workplace.  An exception to this principle, 
however, is romantic or sexual relationships between an individual in a supervisory, 
management of other influential role and a subordinate.  

6. Any Tangipahoa Parish Government employee involved in a consensual personal 
relationship with another co-worker, must immediately disclose the relationship to the 
immediate supervisor or the Director of Human Resources.  This disclosure will 
enable the Parish to determine whether any conflict of interest exists because of the 
relative positions of the individuals involved. While both employees involved in a 
consensual relationship are individually responsible for disclosure, the failure of a 
supervisor, manager, executive or anyone else in a sensitive or influential position to 
disclose a personal relationship will be regarded as a serious lapse in his or her 
management of the workplace and grounds for appropriate disciplinary action, up to 
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and including termination of employment.    
7. When problems or potential risks are identified the Parish will work with the parties 

involved to consider options for resolving the conflict.  The initial solution will be to 
make sure that the parties involved no longer work together on matters where one is 
able to influence the other or take any personnel action related to the other. 

8. If an employee, whether or not he or she is involved in the relationship, believes that 
he or she has been or is being adversely affected by a personal relationship among 
co-workers, he or she is encouraged to promptly report the concern to an immediate 
supervisor or to the Human Resources Department. 

9. Any supervisor who receives a report of a personal relationship must immediately act 
in accordance with this policy. Failure to do so may lead to disciplinary action, up to 
and including termination.  

10. Employees are also reminded that the provisions of the Parish’s Discrimination and 
Harassment Policy are still in effect, regardless of the existence of a personal 
relationship. 

11. Individuals who have questions or are uncertain as to the application of this policy 
should speak to the Human Resources Department.  

 
3.15 PROBLEM-SOLVING PROCEDURE / GRIEVANCE 

 
Whenever a group of people work together for an extended period of time, problems and 
misunderstandings can occur. In order to promptly and constructively resolve them, 
employees are encouraged to discuss the problem with their immediate supervisor initially. If 
the problem concerns the immediate supervisor or if resolution doesn’t occur within a 
reasonable time, the employee should proceed to the next level of the reporting structure as 
necessary.  If the problem is still unresolved within the employee’s department, the problem 
may be discussed with the Director of Human Resources. If the employee is not completely 
satisfied with the responses, they may request to discuss the matter with upper management. 
Failure to adhere to the chain of command in reporting problems or complaints may be 
considered as insubordination and subject the employee to disciplinary action, except in cases 
where an employee experiences any job-related harassment based on sex, race, national 
origin, disability, or any other factor prohibited by federal, state, or local statute, or if he 
believes that he has been treated in an unlawful, discriminatory manner, then he should 
immediately report the matter to the head of the department or to the Director of Human 
Resources as outlined in Section 1.6 – Equal Opportunity/Anti-Harassment, including Sexual 
Harassment of this handbook. 

    

   Reference: The Grievance Policy and Procedure is located in Employee Self Service   
                     Portal on TPG’s Intranet  
 

3.16 REMOVAL OF PARISH RECORDS 

 
In an effort to protect, conserve, and ensure the proper use of Parish records, it is the policy 
of the Parish that no employee shall move, or cause to be moved, any record from the 
officially designated worksite, without specific written authorization from the Department 
Head. 

 
This policy is not intended to violate an individual's right to information under the Louisiana 
Public Records Act.  
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Definitions: 

• Record - All documents and electronic records, papers, letters, books, drawings, maps,          
plats, photographs, magnetic or optical media, microfilm, microphotograph, motion 
picture film, or other document or any other material, regardless of physical form or 
characteristic, generated or received under law or in connection with the transaction of 
official business, or preserved by the Parish or political subdivision because of other 
informational or legal value. 

 
• Officially Designated Worksite - The location at which Parish business is 

conducted (either the usual place of business or some off-site location when on 
official business). 

 

• Written Authorization - Approval granted in written form by the appropriate 
Department Head.  

 

In order to obtain authorization to remove a record from the officially designated worksite, a 
written request shall be submitted to the appropriate Department Head, through the 
employee’s supervisor, prior to the intended removal. The request shall contain the following 
information regarding the record: description, destination, reason for utilization, and projected 
time of return. After determining the appropriateness of the request, the Department Head 
shall signify in writing, approval or denial; and return the document to the requestor's 
supervisor. The supervisor will immediately forward the document to the requestor. 

 

 

3.17 SAFETY   

 
Tangipahoa Parish complies with all applicable federal, state, and local health and safety 
regulations to provide a work environment as free as practicable from recognized hazards. 
Employees are expected to comply with all safety and health requirements, whether 
established by the Parish or by federal, state, or local law.  Sound judgment and safe 
practices must be exercised in the work habits of all employees. 

 
The Safety Review Committee will be seven (7) members comprised of (2) Ex-Officio 
members (Parish President & CAO), two (2) Standing members (Internal Compliance 
Office & Human Resource Representative) and three (3) Rotating members from various 
departments (1-Parish Department Director, 1-Parish Department Supervisor & 1-
Employee of good standing).   The rotating members will be appointed for a one-year term 
commencing at the beginning of each calendar year.  This committee will give oversight to 
the Parish’s safety policies and procedures, review and make recommendations regarding 
accidents or safety issues and make recommendations that will be submitted to the CAO 
with final approval of the Parish President, maintain the Parish’s Safety Manual and will 
review and accept safety recommendations/suggestions received from parish employees.  
The committee will meet on the first Tuesday of each month or when deemed necessary. 

 
Vehicles and equipment are to be operated only by those authorized as a result of their 
knowledge, training, experience, and proper licensure. 

 
If an employee’s assignment involves the use of hazardous or toxic materials, he must 
comply with all laws, rules, and regulations concerning their safe handling and disposal, as 
published by the manufacturer and governmental agencies having jurisdiction over such 
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matters. Employees should consult their supervisors for full details, including Material 
Safety Data Sheets (MSDS), container labeling, and training information regarding exposure 
to and handling of such materials. 

 
Some jobs may have additional safety guidelines that are established for the employee’s 
protection and the protection of others including, but not limited to, wearing the appropriate 
personal protective equipment (PPE).  If so, the employee will be required to know and 
follow them carefully. 

 
All work-related injuries and illnesses regardless of their extent and nature, unsafe working 
conditions, and the need for maintenance and repair of vehicles or equipment must be 
immediately reported to management.  
 
 
Supervisors are responsible for reporting all incidents/accidents and injuries to the 
Internal Compliance Department immediately following an incident to complete the 
necessary report.   
 
Employees concerned about the possible safety of a work assignment should talk to their 
supervisor before performing the task. No one has to perform an unsafe act. 

 
New Hires should be oriented to the safety regulations within their department on their first 
day of work.  All employees are responsible for ensuring that they understand and comply 
with all Parish safety rules, regulations, and procedures, and are responsible for: 

 
• Being familiar with all safety and health procedures relevant to their job duties 

• Inspecting their work area periodically 

• Identifying conditions that are recognized as being unsafe; and 

• Reporting accidents/incidents and injuries to their supervisor immediately, no 
matter how slight 

 
Employees should report to their supervisor all observed safety and health violations and 
potentially unsafe conditions. Employees are encouraged to submit suggestions to their 
immediate supervisor concerning safety and health matters. 

 
Violations of Tangipahoa Parish’s safety rules, regulations, or procedures will result in 
disciplinary action, up to and including termination. 

 

Seatbelt Usage 

 

We value the lives and safety of our employees. In accordance with state law, all 
employees and their passengers are required to use a seatbelt when traveling in any 
vehicle while in the course of conducting Parish business. The requirement applies to travel 
in a vehicle owned or leased by the Parish, a rental vehicle or privately-owned vehicle 
being operated during the course and scope of Parish employment, regardless of whether 
the employee is compensated for the use of his vehicle. 
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Use of Cellular Phones While Driving 

 
The Parish issues cell phones to personnel in certain positions to facilitate Parish business 
while away from the office or out in the field. While cell phones expedite business 
communications and provide some safety benefits such as accident reporting, road hazard 
reporting, and assistance with directions, proper cell phone use is one part of safe driving. 
Employees should be mindful that using a cell phone while driving (or operating equipment) 
presents not only a physical distraction of handling a phone, but a cognitive distraction of a  
conversation as well. Accordingly, employees are discouraged from using the cell phone  
while driving (or operating equipment).  
 
Employees with hands-free devices on the phones may engage in brief conversations while 
driving only if necessary and only in accordance with state and local laws. However, if a call 
is going to be lengthy or intense, if driving conditions are poor or traffic is heavy, if employee 
does not have a hands-free device, or if phone use will involve reading or sending text or 
email message(s), the employee must park the vehicle (or equipment) before using the 
phone. He should find a proper parking space as opposed to stopping on the side of the 
road, with exceptions being for emergencies such as an accident or breakdown. 

 
The Parish’s stance on the safe use of cell phones applies at all times when driving a Parish-
owned or leased vehicle (or operating equipment), or when driving a privately-owned vehicle 
being operated during the course and scope of Parish employment. 

 

 
3.18 SEARCHES  

 

 

As a condition of employment with Tangipahoa Parish, all employees (including seasonal, 
temporary and/or contract employees) are required to expressly waive any expectation of 
privacy relating to searches, whenever there is reasonable suspicion of wrongdoing, of any 
and all personal effects brought to or maintained on Parish property, such as desks, lockers, 
lunch boxes, purses, clothing, brief cases, and automobiles.  This policy and waiver shall 
also apply to the taking of samples for drug testing, as more fully set forth in the policy 
governing substance abuse. Nothing in this policy is intended to limit or restrict the right of 
Tangipahoa Parish to conduct searches which would otherwise be reasonable even in the 
absence of this policy or the employee’s waiver. 

 

    

3.19 EMPLOYEES WHO ARE THE SUBJECT OF INVESTIGATION(S), ARREST(S) 
 AND/OR CONVICTION(S)  
 

 Purpose 

This policy sets forth a process which enables Tangipahoa Parish Government to review the 
circumstances of Investigations, Criminal Conviction(s), and arrest, and to assure that the 
employee in question does not pose an unreasonable safety risk to fellow employees, citizens, 
visitors or indicate conduct that would be inconsistent with the employee’s assigned job duties 
and his/her access to Tangipahoa Parish Government resources or facilities. 

The standards contained in this policy shall apply to all arrest, investigations, and convictions 
reported directly by the employee or identified independently by the Parish through any other 
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means. “Post-employment” for the purposes of this policy also includes criminal convictions 
which may occur after an employee has been formally offered and accepted employment but 
prior to reporting for work. This policy applies to all Tangipahoa Parish Government employees.  

 

All employees are required to notify their Supervisor, and the Internal Compliance Division 
within 24 hours of any arrest for a criminal charge. Failure to report a conviction may result in 
appropriate disciplinary action, including termination of employment.  

 

Policy Statement 

Any employee who is arrested for a misdemeanor or felony must notify his or her supervisor of 
such arrest no later than 24 hours after the arrest. If an employee is convicted of a misdemeanor 
or felony while employed at Tangipahoa Parish Government, he or she must inform their 
supervisor of such conviction no later than three calendar days after the conviction. Tangipahoa 
Parish Government may grant an unpaid personal leave of absence of up to three months for a 
justified reason. Justification will be determined by Tangipahoa Parish Government.  

 

Corrective Action 

The arrest of an employee - whether on duty or off duty - may result in corrective action. 
Corrective action depends upon a review of all factors involved - including whether or not the 
employee’s action was work-related, the nature and severity of the act, or any resultant 
circumstances that adversely affects the employee’s attendance. Such corrective actions may 
include termination. 

 

Any corrective action taken must be in consultation with the CAO, Department Director, Internal 
Compliance Director, and HR. 

 

If an employee is convicted of any offense while employed at Tangipahoa Parish Government, 
he or she may be terminated and, if terminated, may be ineligible for rehire. The ultimate 
disposition of the issue will depend upon the nature of the offense and the employee’s work 
duties. Any corrective action taken must be supported by available information coming from 
witnesses, police, or court records. 

  

If there is a clear and justifiable conflict between job function and the nature of the offense, the 
employee will be placed on unpaid leave status for 90 days. If the employee is issued an 
acquittal within this time period, the employee will be reinstated. If not, the employee will be 
terminated after 90 days. 

All actions taken under this policy should be in consultation with the Human Resources and the 
Director of Internal Compliance. 

 

Reporting Investigations, Arrests, and/or Conviction(s): 

Employees 

• Employees are required to report all arrests, indictments, and convictions for any reason, 
including when having pled nolo contendere for any crime, to their immediate supervisor 
or the next higher-ranking supervisor/manager available. Any employee arrested, 
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indicted, or convicted for criminal offense must provide verbal notification on the next 
workday after the incident. The verbal notification must be followed by a written 
notification within three (3) calendar days. 

 

• Upon learning of the incident, the supervisor, Department Head, Internal Compliance, 
CAO and Human Resources should conduct an investigatory discussion with the 
employee and recommend appropriate action to the department as needed. Once the 
initial investigation has been completed, the incident will be evaluated on a case-by-case 
basis by the Department Director, or designee, Internal Compliance, CAO and Human 
Resources. A number of factors will be reviewed, including, but not limited to the 
employee’s longevity, experience, performance, disciplinary action record, and the 
relevance of the incident to the employee’s duties, and the safety of the workplace. 

 

• In the case of an indictment or arrest, the employee must provide written notification of 
any changes to the status of their case to his/her Human Resources Representative no 
later than two (2) working days after the change in status. 

 

• If it is discovered the employee did not report an arrest, indictment or conviction as 
outlined above, the immediate supervisor, Department Head, Internal Compliance, CAO 
and Human Resources should conduct an investigatory discussion with the employee 
and recommend appropriate action to the department as needed. 

 

• Failure to adhere to this policy may be grounds for disciplinary action, up to and including 
termination. 

 

3.20 SEVERE WEATHER/EMERGENCY CLOSINGS 

 

Generally, Parish offices remain in operation on all scheduled days, regardless of weather, 
unless otherwise dictated by the Parish President. At times when such emergencies such as 
severe weather, fires, or power failures disrupt Parish operations, the Parish President will 
decide on closures and Department Heads or designees will provide official notification to their 
employees. 

 

For emergencies declared by the Parish President, employees should follow the procedures 
outlined in the Employee Emergency Procedures developed by the Parish’s Office of Homeland 
Security and Emergency Preparedness as they related to office closures. 

 

When severe weather creates dangerous road conditions and prevents an employee from 
reporting to work, he must contact his supervisor immediately to receive instruction or to request 
approval to use vacation leave or compensatory time off leave if such leave is available. If no 
vacation or compensatory time is available, absence due to severe weather will be charted as 
leave without pay, unless there is an emergency or disaster declaration by the governor in the 
area in which the employee resides. In such case, the employee may be paid special 
emergency leave not to exceed the hours of the declaration. In most circumstances, the 
employee requesting special emergency leave will be required to provide documentation in 
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order to substantiate the claim for which the emergency leave is requested.  The Chief 
Administrative Officer or designee makes the determination regarding what type of 
documentation is required and when emergency leave is approved. 

 

3.21 SMOKING/ TOBACCO 

 

Tangipahoa Parish believes that all employees are entitled to a safe, clean and healthy work 
environment. It is the policy of Tangipahoa Parish that all enclosed areas, offices, common 
areas, and Parish-owned vehicles shall be smoke-free and that smoking in these areas are 
prohibited at all times. Smoking/ tobacco of any kind and from any smoking device is allowed 
only in the designated smoking areas. This policy applies to tobacco in all forms including, but 
not limited to, smoking tobacco of any kind, oral tobacco products (dips, chewable tobacco, etc.) 
and any form of smoking device (e.g. electronic cigarettes). This policy will prohibit use of 
tobacco products by all employees, grantees, properties occupied, owned, rented, and/or leased 
by TPG. This includes parking areas, where tobacco products should be extinguished upon 
entering.  

Reference: Louisiana Smoke- Free Air Act (Act 815) 

 

3.22 SOCIAL MEDIA 

 

This document provides guidance for employee use of social media, which should be broadly 
understood for purposes of these guidelines to include blogs, wikis, microblogs, message 
boards, chat rooms, electronic newsletters, online forums, social networking sites, and other 
sites and services that permit users to share information with others in a courteous and 
respectful manner.  

 

PROCEDURES 

The following principles apply to professional use of social media on behalf of Tangipahoa 
Parish Government as well as personal use of social media when referencing Tangipahoa 
Parish Government. 

1. Employees need to know and adhere to the Tangipahoa Parish Government’s Code of 
Conduct, Personnel Policies, and other parish policies when using social media in 
reference to Tangipahoa Parish Government. 

2. Employees should be aware of the effect their actions may have on their images, as well 
as Tangipahoa Parish Government’s image.  The information that employees post or 
publish may be public information for a long time. 

3. Employees should be aware that Tangipahoa Parish Government may observe content 
and information made available by employees through social media.  Employees should 
use their best judgement in posting material that is neither inappropriate nor harmful to 
Tangipahoa Parish Government, its employees, or customers, and citizens. 

4. Although not an exclusive list, some specific examples of prohibited social media conduct 
include posting commentary, content, or images that are defamatory, pornographic, 
proprietary, harassing, libelous, or that can create a hostile work environment, 
discriminating remarks, inappropriate or unlawful conduct will not be tolerated. 
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5. Employees are not to publish, post or release any information that is considered confidential 
or not public.  If there are questions about what is considered confidential, employees should 
check with the Personnel Department and/or supervisor. 

6. Social media networks, blogs and other types of online content sometimes generate 
press and media attention or legal questions.  Employees should refer these inquiries to 
authorized Tangipahoa Parish Government spokespersons. 

7. Employees should obtain appropriate permission before referring to or post images of 
current or former employees, citizens, vendors or suppliers. 

8. If employee encounters a situation while using social media that threatens to become 
antagonistic, employees should disengage from the dialogue in a polite manner and 
seek the advice of a supervisor. 

9. Social Media use should not interfere with employee’s responsibilities at Tangipahoa 
Parish Government.  Tangipahoa Parish Government computer systems are to be used 
for business purposes only.  When using Tangipahoa Parish Government computer 
systems, use of social media for business purposes is allowed (ex: Facebook Twitter, 
TPG blogs and LinkedIn), but personal use of social media networks or personal 
blogging of online content is discouraged and could result in disciplinary action.  Any 
conduct that adversely affects your job performance, the performance of fellow 
employees, and people who work on behalf Tangipahoa Parish Government or 
Tangipahoa Parish Government’s business interest may result in disciplinary action up to 
and including termination of employment.  Remember, the same principles and 
guidelines found in Tangipahoa Parish Personnel Policies apply to your own line 
activities.  Ultimately, you are solely responsible for what you post online.  

10. Subject to applicable law, after-hours online activity that violate Tangipahoa Parish 
Government’s Policy may subject an employee to disciplinary action or termination.  
Employees should refrain from using social media while at work on personal or parish 
provided equipment, unless it is work related as authorized by the Supervisor or 
consistent with Tangipahoa Parish Government Policies and Procedures.  

11. If employees publish content after-hours that involves work or subjects associated with 
Tangipahoa Parish Government a disclaimer should be used, such as this: “The postings 
on this site are my own and may not represent Tangipahoa Parish Government 
positions, strategies or opinions.” 

12. It is highly recommended that employees keep Tangipahoa Parish Government related 
social media accounts separate from personal accounts, if practical.  Do not use 
Tangipahoa Parish Government email addresses to register on social networks, blogs or 
other online tools utilized for personal use.  

 
 
  3.23   Tangipahoa Parish Government Acceptable Use Policy/ Technology Policy  
 

Technology Policy 
The technology policy contains standards that foster our mission and goals. All TPG 
Employees must read and agree to abide by these standards. 
 
Hardware 
Employees must perform all company related duties on TPG issued hardware. Installing, 
copying or using company programs or data is strictly prohibited from use on personal 
devices.  
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Communications  
Employees using TPG Internet access and devices are representatives of the company and 
are expected to act in a manner consistent with the company’s goals and values. 
Communications on the Internet and via email reflect on the company and must not damage 
the reputation of TPG.  
 
Employees must not participate in social media during the company day unless this activity is 
approved by administration. Employee communication using social networking websites is a 
reflection on TPG no matter where or when it is made on the Internet.  
 
Network IDs, Passwords and Security  
Employees will be issued password-protected network and, where applicable, application 
accounts.  
 
It is the responsibility of the Employee to ensure the confidentiality of his or her password. 
Users should not select passwords that might be obvious to a potential intruder, such as 
family members’ or a friend’s name. Employees will be held responsible for the information 
stored or transmitted via their account or equipment even if it resulted from someone else 
who was given access.  
 
The Employee has no reasonable expectation of privacy while using any technology 
provided by TPG. All storage, network communication, equipment, and software provided by 
TPG remains the property of TPG. The company seeks, where possible, to honor the privacy 
of the Employee; however, TPG reserves the right to access any file, email, network 
transmission, or other information stored on or communicated through its property and will do 
so if a compelling reason arises. TPG retains the right to monitor network activity in any 
manner it sees fit. 
 
3.24 STANDARD OF CONDUCT 

 
Employees are expected to behave in a professional and responsible manner at all times. 
The following behaviors are prohibited and are subject to disciplinary action up to 
termination.  This list is not all- inclusive and is subject to modifications. 
 

CODE PROHIBITED BEHAVIOR 

01 
Negligence or careless action which endangers the life or safety of another 
person. 

02 

Possessing or being under the influence of alcohol or illegal controlled 
substance (drugs) while at work; use of, possession, or sale of any illegal 
controlled substance (drugs or alcohol) in any quantity while on Parish premises 
or on duty. 

03 

Unauthorized possession of dangerous or illegal firearms, weapons, or 
explosives on Parish property, including any Parish-owned or leased vehicle, or 
while on duty except as follows: employees may store lawfully possessed 
firearms or other weapons in their personal vehicles while parked on Parish 
property provided the vehicle is locked and such firearms or other weapons are 
hidden from plain view or locked in a case or container in the vehicle, in 
accordance with state law. Pocket knives (blades no larger than three (3) 
inches) are permitted for job-related purposes only. 

Page 200

11.



Tangipahoa Parish Government Employee Handbook 55  

 

 

04 

Engaging in criminal conduct, acts of violence, or making threats of violence 
toward anyone on Parish premises or when representing the Parish; fighting, 
horseplay or provoking a fight on Parish property; or negligent damage of 
property. 

05 
Insubordination or refusing to obey instructions properly issued by supervisor 
pertaining to employee’s work. 

06 
Engaging in act of sabotage; willfully or with gross negligence, causing the 
destruction or damage of Parish property, or the property of fellow employees. 

07 Falsifying any reports or records, including personnel, absence and sickness 

08 Immoral conduct or indecency on Parish property. 

09 
Theft of Parish property; unauthorized use of Parish equipment or property for 
personal reasons. 

10 Any act of harassment; sexual, racial, or other. 

11 
Using obscene, offensive, or abusive language or gestures toward any 
supervisor, employee, director, customer, etc. 

12 Consistently poor, unsatisfactory or careless work. 

13 Leaving work before the end of a workday without approval of supervisor.   

14 Leaving work area without authorization.   

15 Sleeping on the job. 

16 Gambling on the premises or while on duty. 

17 Excessive use of the Parish telephone for personal calls. 

18 
Excessive use of personal cellular phone while on duty.  (Unless there is an 
emergency, such as a family emergency, accident, or illness, then employees 
should refrain from using their personal cell phones unless on their break.) 

19 Excessive absence or lateness. 

20 Smoking/ tobacco of any kind from any smoking device in restricted areas. 

21 Failure to report damage to or an accident involving Parish equipment. 

22 Failure to notify supervisor of an absence. 

23 Failure to contact supervisor before 3 consecutive absences (job abandonment).  

24 
Failure to use time clock system; alteration of own or another employee’s time 
and attendance records, having own time and attendance records altered by 
another employee.   

25 
Failure to follow safety regulations; failure to wear safety equipment as required 
by respective departments; or unsafe conduct on the job. 

26 
Soliciting or accepting gratuities from customers, suppliers, or others, doing work 
for or with the Parish in violation of the Louisiana Code of Governmental Ethics 
(R.S. 42:1111 –1121). 

27 Any other just cause. 

 

Violations will result in corrective action up to termination of employment. While a progressive 
discipline program generally will be followed in regard to work rule violations, individual 
circumstances may merit otherwise. Such circumstances include cases where the infraction is 
of such a serious nature that a written reprimand, suspension, demotion, or discharge is 
justifiable, even on a first offense. 

 
(Reference:  Policy and Procedure Manual – Attendance/Absenteeism and Tardiness Policy) 
(Reference:  Policy and Procedure Manual – Conflicts of Interest and Ethics Policy) 
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3.25 TELEPHONE COURTESY 

 
Employee courtesy and professionalism in using the telephone is of great importance, and 
projects a favorable image for both the Parish and the employee. In using the telephone, 
please keep in mind the following: 

▪ Answer properly and promptly. 
▪ Identify yourself by name and department. 
▪ Give accurate and careful answers.  
▪ Take messages carefully. 
▪ Transfer calls tactfully. 
▪ Always say “please” and “thank you”. 
▪ Speak clearly and use a helpful and pleasant tone of voice at all times. 

▪ If information requested is not available, offer to return the call rather 

than to keep the caller waiting.          

▪ Hang up only after the caller has done so. 

 
The Parish uses voicemail to increase productivity, and to communicate important 
information of general interest.  However, the use of voicemail is not intended to be a 
substitute for answering calls, as employees are generally expected to answer the phone 
if they are at their desks.  In addition, voicemail greetings should be brief and business-
like. 

 
3.26 TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS BY PARISH EMPLOYEES 

 
All drivers of Parish vehicles or of privately-owned vehicles being operated during the course 
and scope of Parish employment are required to obey all state and local driving laws and will 
be held personally liable for any parking and/or traffic violation levied against them while they 
are operating a Parish vehicle or a privately-owned vehicle to conduct Parish business. 
Employees receiving parking or traffic citations shall pay applicable fines or penalties.  The 
Parish is prohibited from paying traffic/parking fines or penalties for any individual. 

 
 

3.27 TRAVEL 

 
Business travel must be approved in advance and should be engaged in and reimbursed 
according to guidelines described in the Parish’s General Travel Regulations. 

 
Tangipahoa Parish retains the right to amend or terminate the travel policy at any time. 

 
Reference: TPG Intranet/Travel 

 

3.28 VIDEO SURVEILLANCE 

 
There are video surveillance cameras in several work areas on Parish premises.  A notice 
of the presence of these cameras shall be prominently posted in the general areas where 
the cameras exist. 
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3.29 VIOLENCE-FREE WORKPLACE 

 
Tangipahoa Parish is strongly committed to maintaining a work environment free from 
intimidation, threats, or acts of violence. To that end, it expressly prohibits any form of 
workplace violence. Examples of workplace violence include, but are not limited to, 
intimidating, threatening behavior such as prolonged staring or glaring, shaking fists, 
destroying property or throwing objects; verbal or written threats that express an intent to 
inflict harm; hostile behavior; physical attacks such as hitting, pushing, shoving, kicking, 
holding, impeding or blocking the movement of another person; vandalism; arson; sabotage; 
use of  weapons; carrying weapons of any kind onto Parish property; or any other act that 
would arouse fear in a reasonable person in the circumstances. 

 
The Parish will not tolerate any threatening behavior or acts of violence against employees, 
visitors, customers, vendors, the general public, or others at the work site at any time or 
while engaged in business with or on behalf of the Parish, whether at or away from the work 
site.   
 
With regards to weapons in the workplace, the Parish expressly prohibits employees from 
possessing weapons of any kind at the workplace (except as indicated below). This 
includes, but is not limited to, firearms of any type, including those for which the holder has a 
legal permit; switchblade knives, knives with blades of three (3) inches or more (pocket 
knives are permitted for job-related purposes only); dangerous chemicals; explosives 
including blasting caps; chains and other objects carried for the purpose of injuring or 
intimidating.  
 
In accordance with state law, employees may store lawfully possessed firearms or other 
weapons in their personal vehicles while parked on Parish property provided the vehicle is 
locked and such firearms or other weapons are hidden from plain view or locked in a case or 
container within the vehicle.  However, firearms may never be worn on the person while on 
duty or be brought in areas other than those stated in the aforementioned state law. 

 
This policy will be strictly enforced, and any violations will result in disciplinary action 
up to and including termination of employment. 

 
Employees are a necessary part of this policy. An employee who feels he has been 
subjected to workplace violence should immediately report the incident to the Director of 
Human Resources or Internal Compliance. 

 
Any employee who observes or has knowledge of a display of violent, abusive or threatening 
behavior by another employee is to report the behavior to his immediate supervisor and 
Internal Compliance.  In furtherance of this policy, employees have an obligation to inform 
their immediate supervisor and Internal Compliance of any activity in the workplace   
involving current or former employees, customers, visitors, vendors or others that they 
believe could result in violence. This includes, for example, threats of violence, aggressive or 
confrontational behavior, offensive acts, and threatening or hostile comments. 

 
Threats or assaults that require immediate attention by law enforcement should be 
reported first to the Sheriff’s Office by dialing 911.   Employees are encouraged to 
contact the proper law enforcement authorities by dialing 911 without first informing 

Page 203

11.



Tangipahoa Parish Government Employee Handbook 58  

 

 

management if they believe an immediate threat to their safety or the safety of others 
exists. 

 

All complaints will be promptly and fully investigated and will be kept confidential to the 
maximum extent possible. 

 
This policy also requires all individuals who apply for or obtain a protective or restraining 
order that lists Tangipahoa Parish premises as being protected areas, to provide to the 
designated management representative a copy of the petition and declarations used to seek 
the order, a copy of any temporary protective order or restraining order which is granted or  
permanent.  The designated management representative is the Director of the Office of 
Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness.  Management understands the 
sensitivity of the information requested and has developed confidentiality procedures which 
recognize and respect the privacy of the reporting employee(s). This information will be kept 
confidential to the maximum extent possible. 

 
Any employee found to have committed workplace violence will be disciplined, up to and 
including termination of employment. 

 

An employee who submits a complaint of workplace violence in good faith, even where the 
complaint cannot be proven, has not violated this policy. Any employee found to have 
falsified a complaint of workplace violence or knowingly provided false information regarding a 
compliant will be subject to discipline, up to and including termination. 

 
It is the responsibility of all employees, including management, to contribute to a safe working 
environment.  Tangipahoa Parish cannot do its part to prevent violence in the workplace 
without the full cooperation of its workforce. Employees should direct any questions regarding 
their obligations under this policy to Human Resources. Employees can report violations of 
the policy and raise any questions regarding their obligations under this policy without fear of 
reprisal of any kind. Such reports will be held in strict confidence to the maximum extent 
possible. 

 

 
 

3.30 WORK PRODUCTS AND FILES/RETURN OF PARISH PROPERTY 

 
All supplies, materials, and work products of an employee if purchased by the Parish shall 
remain the property of the Parish after resignation, discharge, or layoff of that employee. The 
employee may retain any personal files but work files and other papers shall remain with the 
Parish. Likewise, any Parish-owned property issued to employees, such as computer 
equipment, keys, Parish credit card, ID badge, cellular phone, etc., must be returned to Parish 
at the time of termination. Employees will be responsible for any lost or damaged items.
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4.0 MISCELLANEOUS 
 

 
 

4.1 EMPLOYMENT REFERENCES 

 
Requests for employment references should be made in writing to the Human Resources Department and 
should include a signed authorization by the employee for the release of the requested information. 
Generally, the Human Resources Department will not release information without the employee’s 
authorization or will limit the information to verification of the employee’s position, job location, and dates of 
employment with Tangipahoa Parish. No other manager, supervisor, or employee is authorized to release 
employment references for current or former employees. 

 
Questions about employee references or other information concerning current or former employees should 
be referred to the Human Resource Department. 

 

 
4.2 MEDIA INQUIRIES 

 
All media inquiries should be referred to the Parish President’s office.  In addition, the Parish President must 
approve all press releases, publications, speeches, or other official declarations. The Parish President may 
authorize specific employees the authority to respond to media inquiries without prior approval. 
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Appendix A 

Safety Sensitive and Public Trust Positions 
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Safety Sensitive and Public Trust Positions  

 
 

Safety-sensitive positions constitute not only the ones that immediately come to mind – truck driver, 

equipment operator, etc., but others where failure to perform Job duties can cause harm. A safety-

sensitive position is one in which job performance can affect the safety and security of the employee 

and others, as well as the security of the Parish as a whole.   

 

Sensitive and Public Trust duties are those duties which if performed by an untrustworthy individual, 

could cause harm to the Parish. 

 

Every position is assigned a sensitivity or public trust designation based on the criteria that best 

describes the main duties of the job 

 

Positions at the high or moderate risk levels are normally designated as “Public Trust” positions. Such 

positions may involve policy making, major program responsibility, public safety and health, law 

enforcement duties, fiduciary responsibilities, or any other activity which involves the public welfare.  

In addition, they are duties demanding a significant degree of public trust; and positions involving 

access to or operation or control of financial records, with a significant risk for causing damage or 

personal gain. 

 

Therefore, all Tangipahoa Parish Government Positions are considered Safety Sensitive or Public 

Trust Positions and are subject to Alcohol and Drug Testing.  
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Appendix B 

Employee Annual Performance Evaluation Form 
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Appendix C 

Leave Request Form 
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Appendix D 

Disciplinary Flow Chart  
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Appendix E 

Disciplinary Action Form 
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Appendix F 

Secondary Employment Approval Form 

 

Full time and Part- time Employees working in dual governmental position or secondary employments 
must complete the Secondary Employment Approval Form. (R.S. 42:65 – 61)  
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T. P. ORDINANCE NO. 19-56 

 

ORDINANCE OF TANGIPAHOA PARISH COUNCIL ADOPTING TANGIPAHOA PARISH 

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK 

 

WHEREAS the Tangipahoa Parish Council believe it to be in the best interest of the Parish to adopt an 

Employee Handbook for Tangipahoa Parish; and 

 

WHEREAS the said Council believes that such Employee Handbook may accomplish the following 

purposes: 

 

1. Inform employees as to their rights, duties, and obligations in relation to each other and their  

    employer. 

2. Inform Department Heads and other Supervisors of their obligations toward the employees and their   

    right to respect, loyalty, and obedience from the employees. 

3. Encourage Parish employees and Officials to serve in a courteous, efficient, and professional manner. 

4. Encourage public service as a career. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Tangipahoa Parish Council-President Government, that 

the attached Employee Handbook is hereby adopted as the Official Employee Handbook for Tangipahoa 

Parish Government. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the aforesaid Employee Handbook is intended to provide guidelines 

governing public service by Tangipahoa Parish Government employees and is not a contract.  

 

That any policies, procedures, rules or resolutions that are contrary to the attached Manual are superseded 

by the current Manual. 

 

That if there is a conflict between the terms of this Handbook and State or Federal Laws or Regulations, 

the Laws and Regulations shall be followed.  

 

If any provision of the Handbook or the application of the provisions is deemed invalid or void, the 

remainder of the policies and procedures shall remain in force to the extent they are not invalid and void.  

 

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this ordinance shall become effective immediately upon 

signature of the Parish President. 

 

This ordinance having been submitted in writing, having been introduced at a public meeting of the 

Tangipahoa Parish Council, discussed at a public hearing of said Council and was submitted to an official 

vote of the TPC. 

 

On motion by ________________________and seconded by _______________________, the foregoing 

ordinance was hereby declared adopted on this 9th day of December, 2019 by the following roll-call vote: 

 

YEAS:  

 

 

NAYS:  

 

 

ABSENT:  

 

 

NOT VOTING:  

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________     _______________________________ 

Kristen Pecararo      Lionell Wells 

Clerk of Council      Chairman 

Tangipahoa Parish Council     Tangipahoa Parish Council 
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INTRODUCED: November 25, 2019 

 

PUBLISHED:         December 5, 2019 HAMMOND DAILY STAR -  

      OFFICIAL JOURNAL 

   

ADOPTED:  December 9, 2019 

 

DELIVERED TO PRESIDENT:                   day of December, 2019 at               

 

APPROVED BY PRESIDENT:   _____________________________         __________ 

                           Robby Miller                                Date 

 

VETOED BY PRESIDENT:      _____________________________          __________ 

                                   Robby Miller                                Date 

 

RECEIVED FROM PRESIDENT:                 day of December, 2019 at                 
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T.P. Ordinance No. 19-57 

ADOPTION OF 2020 BUDGET OF THE TANGIPAHOA PARISH CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Tangipahoa Parish Council, governing authority of Tangipahoa Parish, State of 

Louisiana, that T. P. Ordinance No. 19-57- 2020 Budget of the T. P. Convention & Visitors Bureau is 

hereby adopted on the fund basis as follows: 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH TOURIST COMMISSION  

PROPOSED GENERAL FUND BUDGET  

YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2020  

  

ESTIMATED BEGINNING FUND BALANCE  $  2,314,200  

  

ESTIMATED REVENUES  

LODGING TAX          800,000  

COLLECTION FEES          (40,000) 

ACT 1 INCOME          300,000  

GRANTS                       -  

INTEREST EARNED            25,000  

TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUES      1,085,000  

  

ESTIMATED FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR EXPENDITURE      3,399,200  

  

ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES  

SALARIES          385,000  

PAYROLL TAXES AND EMPLOYEE BENEFITS          142,500  

ADV & PROM/TOUR PARTNERSHIP          668,500  

GRANT EXPENDITURES                       -  

AUTOMOBILE EXPENSE              8,000  

ACCOUNTING AND AUDITING/PROFESSIONAL FEES            25,000  

COMMISSIONER EXPENSE              3,000  

INSURANCE            13,000  

OFFICE EXPENSE            48,000  

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE            36,000  

UTILITIES            36,000  

CAPITAL LEASES            20,000  
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CAPITAL OUTLAY            50,000  

  

TOTAL ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES      1,435,000  

  

ESTIMATED ENDING FUND BALANCE:  

ESTIMATED FUND BALANCE-ASSIGNED                       -  

ESTIMATED FUND BALANCE-COMMITTED      1,010,000  

ESTIMATED FUND BALANCE-RESTRICTED          150,000  

ESTIMATED ENDING FUND BALANCE-UNASSIGNED          804,200  

TOTAL ESTIMATED ENDING FUND BALANCE  $  1,964,200  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this ordinance shall become effective immediately upon signature of the 
Parish President. 
 

This ordinance having been submitted in writing, having been introduced at a public meeting of 
the Tangipahoa Parish Council, discussed at a public hearing of said Council and was submitted to an 
official vote of the TPC. 
 
On motion by                                                and seconded by                                           , the foregoing 
ordinance was hereby declared adopted on this 9th day of December, 2019 by the following roll-call 
vote: 

 
YEAS:   

 
NAYS:  

 
ABSENT:  

 
NOT VOTING:  

 
ATTEST: 

 
_____________________________                        _______________________________ 
Kristen Pecararo                                                         Lionell Wells 
Clerk of Council                                                           Chairman 
Tangipahoa Parish Council                                       Tangipahoa Parish Council 
 
INTRODUCED: November 25, 2019 
 
PUBLISHED:                      December 5, 2019                      DAILY STAR 

OFFICIAL JOURNAL 
ADOPTED: December 9, 2019 
 
DELIVERED TO PRESIDENT:                     day of December, 2019 at                     
 
 
APPROVED BY PRESIDENT:   __________________________       ___________ 

Robby Miller                                Date 
 
VETOED BY PRESIDENT:        _________________________          ___________ 

Robby Miller                                 Date 
 
RECEIVED FROM PRESIDENT: _______day of December, 2019 at ________. 
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 T.P. Ordinance No. 19-58 

 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE OPERATING BUDGET OF THE TANGIPAHOA PARISH 

LIBRARY BOARD OF CONTROL FOR 2020 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Tangipahoa Parish Council, governing authority of Tangipahoa Parish, 

State of Louisiana, that the Operating Budget of the Tangipahoa Parish Library Board of Control for Fiscal 

Year 2020 as below: 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH LIBRARY BOARD OF CONTROL 

PROPOSED BUDGET FOR YEAR ENDING 12/31/2020 
 

 

     Tangipahoa Parish Library    

              

     2019   Projected   2020   

     Final and    Results   Proposed   

     Original    at   Budget   

      Budget     12/31/2019         

REVENUES              

Ad Valorem Taxes     $     3,200,000     $  3,352,416     $   3,300,000    

Ad Valorem Tax- Prior Years                    339                       -    

State Revenue Sharing              160,000            181,080             175,000    

Grant Revenues                         -                      -                       -    

Photo Copy Fees                30,000             38,596             30,000    

Fax Fees                 30,000             31,779              30,000    

Library Fines                25,000             21,833              25,000    

Lost Material Payments                 4,000               5,067                4,000    

Interest Earnings                15,000            100,098              50,000    

Gifts & Donations                  1,000                  781               1,000    

Miscellaneous Receipts                 5,000               4,399                 4,000    

              

TOTAL REVENUES            3,470,000         3,736,388           3,619,000    

              

EXPENDITURES             

Personnel Services    2,097,500        1,919,598          2,197,000    

Operating Services       210,400           150,059             197,400    

Communications         89,000              54,146             87,000    

Rentals            3,500                2,600                3,000    

Maintenance         76,000           109,719              78,000    

Professional Services                         197,300           180,956             178,300    

Insurance          93,800            87,895              93,800    

Materials & Supplies        113,000             99,782             111,000    

Furniture & Equipment <$500         10,000               9,663              10,000    

Travel           15,000              8,194             15,000    

Capital Outlay        376,000           330,878             373,000    

Intergovernmental Exp        130,000           130,000             130,000    

              

TOTAL EXPENDITURES           3,411,500         3,083,490          3,473,500    

              

Excess Revenues             

     Over Expenditures                58,500            652,898                     145,500   

              

Other Sources/<Uses>             (50,000)                     -             (50,000)   

              

Excess (Deficiency) Revenues/Sources              8,500           652,898              95,500    

     Over Expenditures/Uses            

              

Fund Balance Beginning           6,892,801         7,138,207        7 ,791,105 *  

              

Fund Balance Ending            6,901,301         7,791,105     $   7,886,605    

 

 

Copies of the T.P. Library Proposed Budget for 2020 are available for public inspection at the Offices of 

Tangipahoa Parish Government, 206 East Mulberry Street, Courthouse Government Building, Amite, LA on 

Monday - Friday, 8:00 am thru 4:00pm. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this ordinance shall become effective immediately upon 

passage of the Tangipahoa Parish Council and signature of the Parish President. 
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This ordinance having been submitted in writing, introduced at a public meeting of the Tangipahoa 

Parish Council, discussed at a public hearing and was submitted to an official vote of said Council. 

 

On motion by                                                and seconded by                                           , 
the foregoing ordinance was hereby declared adopted on this 9th day of December, 2019 
by the following roll-call vote: 

 

YEAS:   

 

NAYS:  

 

ABSENT:  

 

NOT VOTING:  

 

ATTEST: 

 
_____________________________                        _______________________________ 

Kristen Pecararo                                                        Lionell Wells 

Clerk of Council                                                        Chairman 

Tangipahoa Parish Council                                       Tangipahoa Parish Council 

 

INTRODUCED: November 25, 2019 

 

PUBLISHED:             December 5, 2019                      DAILY STAR 

OFFICIAL JOURNAL 

ADOPTED: December 9, 2019 

 

DELIVERED TO PRESIDENT:                     day of December, 2019 at                     

 

 

APPROVED BY PRESIDENT:   __________________________       ___________ 

Robby Miller                                Date 

 

VETOED BY PRESIDENT:        _________________________          ___________ 

Robby Miller                                 Date 

 

RECEIVED FROM PRESIDENT: _______day of December, 2019 at ________. 
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 T.P. Ordinance No. 19-59 

 

AMENDING THE 2019 BUDGET OF THE TANGIPAHOA PARISH 

CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Tangipahoa Parish Council, governing authority of 

Tangipahoa Parish, State of Louisiana, that T. P. Ordinance No. 19-59 – Amending T.P. 

Ordinance No. 18-74- 2019 Budget of the T. P. Convention & Visitors Bureau is hereby 

adopted on the fund basis as follows: 

 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH TOURIST COMMISSION 

AMENDED GENERAL FUND BUDGET 

YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2019 

  

ESTIMATED BEGINNING FUND BALANCE  $   2,646,878  

  

ESTIMATED REVENUES  

LODGING TAX          800,000  

COLLECTION FEES           (40,000) 

ACT 1 INCOME          300,000  

GRANTS          122,869  

INTEREST EARNED            15,000  

TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUES       1,197,869  

  

ESTIMATED FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR EXPENDITURE       3,844,747  

  

ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES  

SALARIES          375,000  

PAYROLL TAXES AND EMPLOYEE BENEFITS          140,500  

ADV & PROM/TOUR PARTNERSHIP          770,500  

GRANT EXPENDITURES          122,869  

AUTOMOBILE EXPENSE               8,000  

ACCOUNTING AND AUDITING/PROFESSIONAL FEES            22,000  

COMMISSIONER EXPENSE               2,000  

INSURANCE            13,200  

OFFICE EXPENSE            48,000  

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE            36,000  

UTILITIES            36,000  

CAPITAL LEASES               5,000  

CAPITAL OUTLAY            50,000  

  

TOTAL ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES       1,629,069  
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ESTIMATED ENDING FUND BALANCE:  

ESTIMATED FUND BALANCE-ASSIGNED                       -  

ESTIMATED FUND BALANCE-COMMITTED       1,010,000  

ESTIMATED FUND BALANCE-RESTRICTED          150,000  

ESTIMATED ENDING FUND BALANCE-UNASSIGNED       1,055,678  

TOTAL ESTIMATED ENDING FUND BALANCE  $   2,215,678  

 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this ordinance shall become effective immediately 

upon passage of the Tangipahoa Parish Council and signature of the Parish President. 

 

This ordinance having been submitted in writing, introduced at a public meeting of the 

Tangipahoa Parish Council, discussed at a public hearing and was submitted to an official vote of 

said Council. 

 
On motion by                                                and seconded by                                           , 
the foregoing ordinance was hereby declared adopted on this 9th day of December, 2019 
by the following roll-call vote: 

 

YEAS:   

 

NAYS:  

 

ABSENT:  

 

NOT VOTING:  

 

ATTEST: 

 
_____________________________                        _______________________________ 

Kristen Pecararo                                                        Lionell Wells 

Clerk of Council                                                        Chairman 

Tangipahoa Parish Council                                       Tangipahoa Parish Council 

 

INTRODUCED: November 25, 2019 

 

PUBLISHED:             December 5, 2019                      DAILY STAR 

OFFICIAL JOURNAL 

ADOPTED: December 9, 2019 

 

DELIVERED TO PRESIDENT:                     day of December, 2019 at                     

 

 

APPROVED BY PRESIDENT:   __________________________       ___________ 

Robby Miller                                Date 

 

VETOED BY PRESIDENT:        _________________________          ___________ 

Robby Miller                                 Date 

 

RECEIVED FROM PRESIDENT: _______day of December, 2019 at ________. 
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 T.P. Ordinance No. 19-60 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO GRANT A VARIANCE TO ORDINANCE 11-56- TO 

ALLOW FOR APPROVAL OF A TWO FAMILY DUPEX ON ONE PLATTED 

LOT OF RECORD THAT IS ADJACENT TO A LOT OF RECORD UNDER THE 

SAME OWNERSHIP, INCLUDING PARTNERSHIP LLC FOR LOT 2 OF 

SCHILLAGE PARTITION (OLD BATON ROUGE HIGHWAY) 

 

WHEREAS, John Schillage owns three separate tracts authorized through the Office of 

Community Development known as the Schillage Partition;  

 

WHEREAS, Ordinance 11-56 requires approval from the Planning Commission is 

required for the construction or expansion of more than two residential, two-family 

unit/duplex and all other multi-family construction on a platted lot of record or multiple 

adjacent lots of record under same ownership, including partnership in an LLC; 

 

THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Tangipahoa Parish Council-President Government, 

governing authority of Tangipahoa Parish, State of Louisiana, that a variance to the 

Tangipahoa Parish Code of Ordinances, Parish of Tangipahoa, State of Louisiana, be granted 

to John Schillage to obtain approval to place a two family duplex on one platted lot of record 

that is adjacent to a lot of record under the same ownership; 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this ordinance shall become effective immediately upon 

signature of the Parish President. 

 

This ordinance having been submitted in writing, having been introduced at a public meeting 

of the Tangipahoa Parish Council, discussed at a public hearing of said Council and was 

submitted to an official vote of the TPC. 

 
 On motion by                                                and seconded by_________________, 
the foregoing ordinance was hereby declared adopted on this 9th day of December, 2019 
by the following roll-call vote: 

 

YEAS:   

 

NAYS:  

 

ABSENT:  

 

NOT VOTING:  

 

ATTEST: 

 
_____________________________                        _______________________________ 

Kristen Pecararo                                                        Lionell Wells 

Clerk of Council                                                        Chairman 

Tangipahoa Parish Council                                       Tangipahoa Parish Council 

 

INTRODUCED: November 25, 2019 

 

PUBLISHED:             December 5, 2019                      DAILY STAR 

OFFICIAL JOURNAL 

ADOPTED: December 9, 2019 

 

DELIVERED TO PRESIDENT:                     day of December, 2019 at                     

 

 

APPROVED BY PRESIDENT:   __________________________       ___________ 

Robby Miller                                Date 

 

VETOED BY PRESIDENT:        _________________________          ___________ 

Robby Miller                                 Date 

 

RECEIVED FROM PRESIDENT: _______day of December, 2019 at ________. 
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T. P. ORDINANCE NO. 19-61   

 

 AN ORDINANCE TO GRANT A VARIANCE TO T.P. ORDINANCE NO. 12-

42 AT 14256 EAST BLACKCAT ROAD TO ALLOW FOR AN AUTOMOBILE 

IMPOUND FACILITY WITH NO STORAGE OF VEHICLES TO CONSTRUCT 

A 6-FOOT FENCE IN LINE WITH STATE REGULATION AND TO PROVIDE 

A SITE PLAN IN LIEU OF A SURVEY 

 

 WHEREAS, the current impound facility regulations section of the code of ordinances 

requires that the facility shall be screened by a solid fence or fences, wall or walls and/or other 

similar stucture or structures at least ten (10) feet in height and which fences, walls and/or 

structures must totally and completely enclose the operational areas of the facility so as to separate 

the operational areas from the public if the facility stores, holds or processes materials outdoors; 

  

    THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Tangipahoa Parish Council-President 

Government, governing authority of Tangipahoa Parish, State of Louisiana, that a variance be 

granted to Tiger Towing at 14256 East Blackcat Road in District No. 4 to exempt the fence 

requirement.   

 
 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this ordinance shall become effective immediately upon 

signature of the Parish President. 

 

This ordinance having been submitted in writing, having been introduced at a public meeting of the 

Tangipahoa Parish Council, discussed at a public hearing of said Council and was submitted to an official 

vote of the TPC. 

 

On motion by ________________________and seconded by _______________________, the foregoing 

ordinance was hereby declared adopted on this 9th day of December, 2019 by the following roll-call vote: 

 

YEAS:  

 

 

NAYS:  

 

 

ABSENT:  

 

 

NOT VOTING:  

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________     _______________________________ 

Kristen Pecararo      Lionell Wells 

Clerk of Council      Chairman 

Tangipahoa Parish Council     Tangipahoa Parish Council 

 

INTRODUCED: November 25, 2019 

 

PUBLISHED:         December 5, 2019 HAMMOND DAILY STAR -  

      OFFICIAL JOURNAL 

   

ADOPTED:  December 9, 2019 

 

DELIVERED TO PRESIDENT:                   day of December, 2019 at               

 

APPROVED BY PRESIDENT:   _____________________________         __________ 

                                      Robby Miller                           Date 

 

VETOED BY PRESIDENT:      _____________________________         __________ 

                                      Robby Miller                            Date 

 

RECEIVED FROM PRESIDENT:                 day of December, 2019 at                 
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AMENDMENT #1 TO CONTRACT FOR EMERGENCY AND NON-EMERGENCY 
AMBULANCE SERVICES  

FOR THE PARISH OF TANGIPAHOA  
AND INCLUDING ANY MUNICIPALITY CHOOSING TO PARTICIPATE  

VIA INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT 
 
  

THIS AMENDMENT NO.# 1 TO CONTRACT FOR EMERGENCY AND NON-EMERGENCY AMBULANCE 

SERVICES FOR THE PARISH OF TANGIPAHOA AND INCLUDING ANY MUNICIPALITY CHOOSING TO 

PARTICIPATE VIA INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT (the “Amendment ”) is made and entered 
into as of this ______ day of __________, 20__, or the execution of this Amendment by both parties, by 
and between, Tangipahoa Parish Government (“Parish” or “Service Area”) and Acadian Ambulance 
Service, Inc. (“Acadian” or “Provider”). 

 
R E C I T A L S 

 
 

A. PARISH and PROVIDER entered into to that certain Services Agreement for ambulance 
services (the “Agreement”) effective January 1, 2016; and 
 

B. PARISH and PROVIDER desire to amend the terms of the Agreement as set forth herein 
below. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing premises and for valuable consideration the 
receipt of which is acknowledged by the parties, PARISH and PROVIDER agree to amend the 
Agreement as follows: 
 
 

1. Article I Definitions:  The following definitions shall be deleted in their entirety and 
replaced as listed herein:  
P. Urban Zone: “Urban Zone” shall mean the five (5) mile radius from Louisiana Highway 16 at 

Louisiana Highway 1054 in Amite and I12 and SW Railroad in Hammond. 
Q. Suburban Zone:  “Suburban Zone” shall mean seven (7) mile radius from Louisiana Highway 38 at N. 

River Road in Kentwood, a two (2) mile radius outside of the Urban Zone of Louisiana Highway 16 at 
Louisiana Highway 1054 and the seven (7) mile radius from Pecan Street and Church St in Hammond. 

 
2. Article III TERM.  Parish and Provider mutually agree to renew the Agreement with the 

exception of the amended items stated herein for two (2) four (4) year terms, beginning January 1, 2020 
and ending on December 31, 2027.  
 

3. Article IV. a. and b.   Sections a and b shall be deleted in their entirety and replaced 
with the following:   
a. Ground Ambulance 

Provider shall be the exclusive provider of emergency and non-emergency Advanced Life Support and 
Basic Life Support ground ambulance service for the duration of this agreement for all emergency and 
non-emergency transports which originate within the geographical boundaries of the Service Area.    

 
In addition to ground ambulances, Acadian is to be the exclusive primary provider of rotor wing air 
ambulance transports which originate within the geographic boundaries of the Service Area dispatched 
through the 911 system or by any employee or volunteer first responder of the Parish or any of the 
Service Areas, and including any person working for or in a facility receiving local funding to subsidize 
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such facility’s  operations and /or revenue, and as such shall also have medical helicopter support 
available to assist in critical situations when patients require expedient transport to appropriate medical 
facilities. If Acadian is unable to provide the necessary air support then Acadian shall call for a back up 
provider. 
 
Residents of the Service Areas shall have access to (assuming the appropriate need and subject to 
availability) Provider’s Medical fixed wing air ambulance aircraft. 

 
b. Rotor Wing.  

Provider agrees that for the duration of this Agreement it shall be obligated to maintain at least one 
medically configured Advanced Life Support helicopter stationed within 50 miles of the Parish line and 
available 24 hours per day.  The helicopter shall be staffed at all times by a FAA licensed pilot and 
Nationally Registered Paramedic and /or Registered Nurse.  Provider further agrees that it shall be 
obligated to maintain a backup Advanced life Support helicopter (in the event the primary helicopter Is 
not operational) on a full-time 24-hour basis, stationed not more than 90 air miles from the Tangipahoa 
Parish Line. 
 

4. Article IV. n. Corporate Citizenship.  The last sentence shall be deleted and replaced 
with the following:  Provider also agrees to offer two (2) annual consolidated Emergency Medical 
Responders “EMR” refresher classes to the Service Areas Firefighters that serve as First Responders in 
order to assist Provider with care in Emergency situations. 
 

5. Article V. a. Quality Assurance Panel.  In the first sentence of this section the number 
six (“6”) shall be deleted and replaced with seven (“7”).  The following shall be added at the end of the 
second sentence:   and (1) Tangipahoa Parish Fire Administrator. 
 

6. General.  Except as specifically amended herein, all terms and conditions of the 
Agreement shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
 
 
PARISH OF TANGIPAHOA    ACADIAN AMBULANCE SERVICE, INC. 
P O BOX 215  P O BOX 98000 
AMITE, LA  70422  LAFAYETTE, LA 70509-8000 
       
By: ______________________________  By: _____________________________ 
 
Name:  Robby Miller     Name:  Timothy J. Burke 
Title:  Parish President     Title:  Regional Vice President 
 
Date: ____________________________  Date: ___________________________ 
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CONTRACT FOR EMERGENCY AND NON-EMERGENCY SERVICES 
FOR THE 

PARISH OF TANGIPAHOA 
AND INCLUD.JNG 

ANY MUNICIPALITY CHOOSING TO PARTICIPATE VIA INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
AGREEMENT 

I. RECITALS 

This Agreement is entered into by and between ACADIAN AMBULANCE SERVICE, INC. 
("Provider"), and the TANGIPAHOA PARISH GOVERNMENT ("Parish), on its ·behalf and on 
behalf of ahy municipality (collectively, the "Service Area:f that wishes to participate through an 
intergovernmental agreement, on this ~~ day of §~ ~ , 2015, for the exclusive 
provision of emergency and non-emergency ambulance service. 

II. DEFINITIONS 

A. Ambulance: 
"Ambulance" means any authorized emergency vehicle, equipped with warning devices, 
designed and operated as a part of a regular course of conduct or business to transport 
a sick or injured individual or which is advertised or otherwise held out to the public as 
such. "Ambulance" shall not mean a hearse or other funeral home vehicle utilized for the 
transportation of the dead. Said vehicle shall provide space for a driver, two (2) 
attendants and a minimum of two (2) litter patients so positioned that at least one (1) 
patient can be given intensive life support during transit. 

B. Sprint Unit: 
"Sprint Unit" means any emergency vehicle with fully visual and audible warning signals 
operated by a certified ambulance service, the primary purpose of which is to respond to 
the scene of a medical emergency to provide emergency medical stabilization or 
support, or command, control, and communications, but which is not an ambulanCe 
designed or intended for the transport or a patient regardless of its designation .. 

c. ·Person: 
"Person" includes any person, firm, partnership, association, company or organization of 
any kind. 

o. Owner-Operator 
"Owner'' or "Operator" means any person who owns, controls, or operates an ambulance 
for purposes of providing both emergency and non-emergency medical care and 
transportation. 

E. Driver 
"Driver" means any person who physically drives an ambulance. 
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F. Certified Emergency Medical Technician-Basic: 
"Certified Emergency Medical Technician-Basic" means an individual who has 
successfully completed an emergency medical technician- basic training program 
developed and promulgated by the United States Department of Transportation and 
adopted by the bureau, who is nationally registered, and who is certified by the bureau." 

G. Certified Emergency Medical Technician-Intermediate: 
"Certified Emergency Medical Technician-Intermediate" means any individual who has 
successfully completed an emergency medical technician- intermediate training program 
developed and promulgated by the United States Department of Transportation and 
adopted by the bureau, who is nationally registered, and who is certified by the bureau. 

H. Certified Emergency Medical Technician-Paramedic: 
"Certified Emergency Medical Technician-Paramedic" means any Individual who has 
successfully completed an err~ergency medical technician- paramedic training program 
developed and promulgated by the United States Department of Transportation and 
adopted by the bureau, who Is nationally registered, and who Is certified by the bureau. 

1. Caregiver 
"Caregiver" shall mean, individually and collectively, an Emergency Medical Technician­
Basic, Emergency Medical Technician-Intermediate, or Emergency Medical Technician­
Paramedic. 

J Advanced Life Support (ALS) Ambulance: 
"Advanced Life Support Ambulance" means any publicly or privately owned vehicle 
equipped or· used for transporting the wounded, injured, sick or dead by stretcher 
including emergency vehicles used for that purpose, but not including funeral coaches 
used exclusively as such. Said vehicle shall provide space for a driver, two (2) 
attendants and a minimum of two (2) litter patients so positioned that at least one (1) 
patient can be given intensive life support during transit. The vehicle must be 
permanently equipped, as part of Its regular equipment, with the minimum essential 
equipment in appropriate sizes for treating infants, children and adults C<:Jnsistent with 
the Bureau of Emergency Medical Services protocols. 

K Basic Ufe Support (BLS) Ambulance: 
"Basic Life Support Ambulance" shall mean an ambulance equipped with a level of 
training that does not involve any advance mediCal procedures or administration of 
drugs. BLS units provide basic · life . saving and life sustaining interventions while 
transporting a patient to a hospital. · 

L Critical Care Transport (ccn Ambulance 

"Critical Care Transport Ambulance'' means an ambulance capable. of 
transporting critically ill or Injured patients requiring speciali~ed treatment 
interventions, monitoring, and/or staffing with specialty care paramedics who 
are nationally registered and have receiv'ed additional education and training 
outside of the national standard paramedic curriculum, and where a physician 
serves as medical director for the Critical Care Transport program. 

2 
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M. Emergency :Patient: 
"Emergency Patienf' shall mean an individual who is ill, injured, or otherwise 
incapacitated and is at risk of needing medical care during transportation by stretcher to 
or from a health care facility. 

N. Non-Emergency: 
"Non-emergency" means all medical care and transportation that Is not emergency in 
nature as defined above. This Is not intended to mean that the patient has called for 
emergency ambulance service and the Fire--EMS Rescue unit has determined the call to 
to be of a non- emergency nature. 

0. Mutual Aid Jurisdiction: 
"Mutual Aid Jurisdiction" shall mean any service area in which Acadian is a provider or 
any jurisdiction in which Acadian has agreed through EMAC or contract to provide such 
mutual aid assistance during a declared disaster. 

P. Urban Zone: 
MUrban Zone• shall mean the (5) mile radius from Fi~t Street and Factory Street in Amite 
and 112 and SW Railroad in Hammond. 

Q Suburban Zone: 
"Suburban Zone" shall mean the seven (7) mile radius from US highway 51 at the 
abandoned rest area south of Kentwood, a two mile radius outside of the Urban Zone of 
First Street and Factory Street in Amite, and the seven mile radius from North Morrison 
and Church Street in Hammond. 

R. Rural Zone 
.. Rural Zone" shall mean any area subject to this contract that lies outside of the Urban 
and Suburban Zones. 

S Service Area: 
"Service Area" shall mean Tangipahoa Parish 

T. Castastrophlc Event: . 
•catastrophic Event" means any sudden, extensive, or notable event or happening, 
misfortune or multiple casualty incident resulting in 5· or more patients at any given 
location. 

Ill. TERM 

The term of this Agreement shall begin on January 1, 2016 and remain in full force and 
effect for a period of four (4) yea~ ("original term"). Upon expiration of the original term, 
this agreement shall be renewable for two (2) addHionai four (4) year terms provided that 
the Quality Assurance Panel finds that the Provider has met the requirements of the 
Tangipahoa Parish Council. Such renewal shall be subject to acceptance by Acadian 
before becoming effective. 

3 
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IV. OBLIGATIONS OF PROVIDER 

a. Ground Ambulance 
Provider shall provide exclusive emergency and non-emergency ambulance service 
for the duration of this agreement originating within the geographical boundaries of 
the Service Areas. 

b. Rotor Wlna. 
Provider agrees that for the duration of this agreement it shall be obligated to 
maintain at least one medically configured Advanced Life Support helicopter within 
50 air miles from the Parish line and available on a full-time 24-hour basis. The 
helicopter shall be staffed at all times by an FAA licensed pilot and Nationally 
Registered Paramedic. Provider further agrees that It shall be obligated to maintain a 
backup Advanced Life Support helicopter (In the event the primal)' helicopter Is not 
operational) on a full-time 24-hour basis, $tioned not more than 90 air miles from 
the Tangipahoa Parish Line. 

c. Insurance Required 
Prior to commencing operations under this Agreement, Provider shall file with the 
Tangipahoa Parish Council policies of general liability insurance, automobile liabllity 
insurance, workers compensation insurance and medical legal liability Insurance 
issued by an insurance company qualified to do business in the State of Louisiana, 
which shall contain the following conditions and stipulations and shall be approved 
as to form by the Attomey(s) acting on behalf of the Parish. 

1. The term of such insurance policies shall be for a period of not less than one (1) 
year. Proof of Insurance must be provided on a yearly basis. 

2. The general liability and automobile liability insurance policies shall provide not 
less than limits of liability for each accident causing bodily Injury (Including death 
at any time r:esultlng therefrom), FIVE MILLION andN0/1 00 ($5,000,000.00) 
DOLLARS for each parson, FIVE MILLION and N0/100 ($5,000,000:00) 
DOLLARS tor each accident and FIVE MILLION andN0/100 ($5,000,000.00) 
DOLLARS for property damage sustained in any accident, with the Service Areas 
listed and Included as additional insureds: 

3. The medical malpractice Insurance. policy (les) shall provide limits of liability of 
each accident causing . bodily injury (including death at any time resulting 
therefrom) of FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND and N0/100 ($500,000.00} 
DOLLARS for each person and FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND and N0/100 
($500,000.00) DOLLARS for each accident. Participation in the Patient.s' 
Compensation Fund of the State of Louisiana as set forth in LRS 40:1299.44, et 
seq., shall be. deemed to be medical legal liability insurance within the 
contemplation of this ordinance. 

4. The workers' compensation insurance policy (ies) shall provide coverage for 
statutory benefits up to an aggregate amount for any one claim in the amount of 
ONE MILLION and N0/100 ($1 ,000,000.00) DOLLARS. In the event that 
Provider Is self insured, it shall provide evidence of self-insurance along with 
proof of adequate exces..c; insurance. 
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5. Provider shall furnish the Service Areas with a waiver of subrogation against any 
and all claims for damages or liability arising from their operations within the 
geographical boundaries of the Service Areas. 

c. InsPection of Ambulances 
1. Before any operations under this contract commence, the ambulances listed in 

the application shall have current motor vehicle inspection stickers by the 
Louisiana Department of Motor Vehicles and each ambulance will be equipped in 
compliance with the standards for ambulance equipment as contained and 
inspected and approved yearly by the Louisiana Department of Health and 
Hospitals and as set forth in LA R.S. 40:1235.1. Any ambulance owned or 
operated by Provider, which has a mechanical' defect or lacks ambulance 
equipment, as required by this contract, . shall be corrected to conform to· this 
agreement. 

d. Ememency Medical Technicians 
1. No ambulance shall transport an emergency patient with the transport originating 

In or from the geographical boundaries of the Service Areas unless it Is an 
Advanced Life Support ambulance capable of providing Advanced Life Support 
Services and whose crew shall consist of at least one Nationally Registered 
Paramedic and one Nationally Registered EMT Basic as driver. Non-emergency 
transportation may be provided by Basic Life Support ambulances whose crew 
shall consist of at least one Nationally Registered EMT Basic to provide care in 
the patient compartment during transport.-" In the event of a catastrophic event, 
BLS ambulances may be utilized in the response and transportation of patients. 

2. No person shall provide services in any capacity on an emergency medical 
response vehicle unless he is the holder of a certification by the Department of 
Health and Hospitals or its agent as a first responder; or a certification of an 
emergency medical technician issued by the National Registry of Emergency 
Medical Technicians; or a certificate of licensure as a registered nurse or 
licensed praetical nurse; or is a physician or surgeon licensed to practice 
medicine by the Louisiana State Board of Medical Examiners. · No penion shall 
provide services in any capacity without holding a valid certification of 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation issued by the American National Red Cross or the 
American Heart Association. 

3. Provider shall, at all times, under penalty of revocation, certify that all persons 
serving on said ambulance meets the following qualifications: 

a. The caregiver is a person of at least eighteen (18) years of age. 

b. The caregiver is an Emergency Medical Technician who meets all State 
Certification Requirements and is In good standing with the Bureau of 
Emergency Medical Services of Louisiana as memorialized In LA R.S. 
40:1231 et seq. 

5 
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c. All employees of Provider who shall operate an ambulance in the Service 
Areas shall have been issued and be in possession of a valid driver's 
license for the operation of said vehicle as required by the State of 
Louisiana. Additionally, Provider shall, at all times, certify, under the 
penalty of permit revocation, that all drivers of its ambulances meet the 
following criteria: 

1. The driver is a person of at least eighteen (18) years of age; and 
2. The driver is a Louisiana Certified Emergency Medical Technician­

Basic, Emergency Medical Technician - Intermediate, or 
Emergency Medical Technician - Paramedic. 

e. §tandards tor Ambulance Equipment 
1. Provider warrants that each ambulance shall carry at all times when the 

ambulance Is in use the minimum essential equipment as specified in Definitions, 
Paragraph 0), Advanced Life Support Ambulance and (k) Basic Life Sypoort 
ambulance. 

2. Provider acknowledges that on occasion a Municipal or Rural Fire Department 
wlll arrive on the scene of an emergency before provider and in some instances 
Provider will utilize Fire Department's equipment. Provider agrees to make all 
reasonable efforts to have such equipment returned in a timely manner. 

f. Ambulance Performance Standards 
1. Provider warrants that It shall not unreasonably refuse to respond to a request for 

emergency service within the geographical boundaries of the Service Areas. 

2. Provider warrants that It shall not refuse to respond to a request for emergency 
service on the grounds of the patient's inability to pay for such service. 

3. Provider warrants that it shall conform to all nationally accepted protocols with 
respect to ground ambulance ·response times within the three above defined 
Zones. 

g. Review of Rates and Flnanciallnfonnation 
1. Provider shall submit a schedule of its rates upon request for all services to the 

Tangipahoa Parish Council at least once per year at such time and in such 
format as may be designated by the Tangipahoa Parish Council. Provider will not 
exceed its customary charges within the state of Louisiana for base rate, mileage 
rate per run, supplies, oxygen and any other services included in Provider's 
Schedule of Rates except as Approved by the Tangipahoa Parish ·Council. A 
statement of customary rates In effect at the Inception of this Agreement is 
attached hereto as Exhibit A. Provider acknowledges that it is responsible for 
billing and collecting for services rendered. All· fees for services rendered shall 
remain the property of Provider. Provider will be allowed to add and/or modify 
Items that represent new and/or changing technology, equipment, services and 
pharmaceuticals and to charge its customary rates within the state of Louisiana 
and shall be allowed to increase charges at then current Market rate for said new 
items that are added. AdditiOnally, Provider shall be allowed to request a change 
in rate structure and/ or amounts in such case as there has been a material 
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change in the structure or amount of rates/reimbursements approved/made to 
ambulance providers by any federal or state agency or medical insurance 
provider. The Tangipahoa Parish Council acknowledges that any event as set 
forth in the preceding sentence shall be deemed good cause for such a request 
for rate change in amount and/or structure. 

2. Provider shall upon request permit the Tangipahoa Parish Council or its auditor's 
reasonable access to its financial records, books, documents, papers, files, or 
other records that are pertinent during normal business hours upon reasonable 
notice. 

3. Prov.ider shall upon request present to the Tangipahoa Parish Council an annual 
audit of owner/operator•s· financial statements· and activities. A copy of every 
such annual audit shall be provided to the Tangipahoa Parish Council shall have 
the right to demand that all audited financial . statements and any other 
Proprietary Information, as deemed by Provider, be reviewed and discussed in 
Executive Session of the Tangipahoa Parish Council. The parties agree that the 
Tangipahoa Parish Council has the right' to demand an independent audit of the 
response time of Acadian's performance under this Agreement. Such audit shall 
be performed at a mutually agreeable time by both parties but not later than thirty 
(30) days after receipt by · the Council of Response Time information for a 
particular period and shall be for the account of the Tangipahoa Parish Council 
except as set forth hereafter. Should such audit produce results which materially 
differ from the results presented to the council by Acadian, then, In such 
instance, Acadian shall bear· all costs· associated with the independent ·audit 
which produced such-differing· results. · 

h. Response Reliability Standards.;Zones CO'(trage 

Provider acknowledges that a quarter1y goal of 85% compliance on response times iri 
combined urban zones, combined suburban zones, and the rural zone is recommended, but 
that minimal response times of 80% compliance must be maintained on each quarterly 
report as defined by this contract. · · 

1. Provider shall produce a m&xirnum response time of Ten minutes, fifty-nine seconds 

{1 0:59) on not less than 80% of all emergency responses originating within the 

combined Urban Zone of Amite and Hammond. 

2. Provider shall produce a maximum response time of fifteen minutes fifty-nine 

seconds (15:59) on 'not less than 80% of all emergency responses originating within 

the combined Suburban Zone of Kentwood, Amite a~d H~mmond. 

3. Provider shall produee a ·maximum response time of twenty minutes fifty-nine 

seconds {20:59) on not less than 80% of all emergency responses originating within 

the Rural Zone. 

Subject to Section IV.I. and Section X.1., throughout the term of this contract Provider 

aeknowledges that it shall be Provider's responsibility to meet said response times regardless 
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of the number of ambulances required to meet said standards. Additionally, Provider 

acknowledges that at all times it will operate said service aiming always to provide better and 

Increased service and decreased response times. Provider further acknowledges that the 

response times are minimum standards and not maximum standards and Provider further 

warrants that it will always strive to achieve decreased response times. 

J. Response Time 

Response times on emergencies will be calculated from the time of receipt by Provider's 

Dispatch Center of •essential Information• until the arrival at the scene of the incident by an 

ALS equipped unit or Sprint Unit. Response times wUJ be calculated quarterly based on each 

calendar year. Provider agrees to provide to the Tangipahoa Parish Council Clerk quarterly 

reports of response times by area including the Itemized summary of each call on the 

q~arterl¥ report. The itemiZed summary of each call shall include all available Information 

regarding the time, arrival times, etc. of each call. Included on Quarterly Response time 

reports shall be all calls excluded from the response time calculation. All Information and 

back-up documentation that said calls should be excluded pursuant to the tenns herein will 

be available upon request The response tlme reports shall be provided to the Tangipahoa 

Parish Council Clerk within 15 days of the end of each quarter. 

k. Essentjallnformatlon 

The gessentlal information• shall Include location, any requested directions to location, 

callback number, and chief complaint or nature of problem or if the initial location information 

is obtained from a 911--data base, confirmation that the patients' location Is the same as that 

of the caller or confirmation of the patienfs actual location . . Each party to this agreement as 

well as the Tangipahoa Parish Council may monitor response times. 

1. Excluded Responses 

Provider shall have the responsibility to document the nature of the circumstanCes 

surrounding said excluded response and the runs affected. It shall be Provider's 

responsibility to prove said response should be excluded or same shall be included. 

Excluded responses from the obligations under this Agreement and Section (h). are as 

follows: 

1. Faulty address-match data from the 911 computers or incorrect or Insufficient 

6 

Page 241

17.



' .. 

Confidential Page9 6/15/2015 

information from the caller. 

2. Responses which occur during periods of abnormally severe weather conditions 

that could reasonably be expected to substantially impair response time 

performance or render response unsafe. 

3. Unusual Road conditions and blocked railroad and bridge crossings which could 

reasonably be expected to Impair response times and ability to respond. 

4. Prank Calls 

5. Excess runs which occur during periods of unusual system overload. Unusual 

system overload is defined as a period of time during which more than two (2) 

emergency calls occur within an individual zone in a thirty (30) minute period or 

more than four (4) emergency Cl!llls occur within the entire parish In a thirty (30) 

minute period. 

6. Responses during a declared disaster, locally, or in a mutual aid jurisdiction that 

has requested assistance from Provider. 

7. Any response after the first response in cases of multiple-response incidents (i.e., 

where more than one ambulance is sent to the same incident). 

8. Delayed response due to pot.entlally haz~rdous scenes or in which acceSs is 

restricted by public safety personnel. 

9 . . Extended emergency "wall time" at a hospit~l's emergency department pending 
•• • 0 

transfer of patient care to hospital staff of a delivered emergency care patient 

Provider agrees that it shall at all times have a responsibility to respond as soon as 

safely and feasibly possible. It is agreed that any such exceptions and/or 

exclusions from response and response times wUI extend the required response 

times by only the amount of time by which the otherwise applicable response and 
. . 

response time is Interfered with-or inhibited by the exception. . 

In addition, Provider agrees that in the event the average total number of 

emergency .transportS subject to the. terms Qf this Agreement, within a Twenty­

Four hour period, when averaged over any consecutive Six month period, exceeds 

the average total number of such transports during the Six month period . . . . 
Immediately preceding the Effective Date of this Agreement by an amount which 

. . . 
would Indicate a potential need for additional equipment and/or personnel, then 

' 
Provider .shall, at the written request of the Parish, investigate the economic and 

physical feasibility of an increase in equipment and/or personnel to the area(s) 
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serviced by this Agreement and upon completion of such review, Provider may 

increase equipment and/or personnel in accordance with such findings. 

1 0. Responses to calls at the request of Police or Fire services for the sole purpose of 

obtaining a refusal of treatment/transport document. 

m. Response Time penalty 

If Provider fails to meet "the standards• set forth below on emergency calls in each of the 

areas described in this section Provider may be assessed penalties as follows: 

a. 76% to less than 80% - $500.00 

b. 71% up to 75% -

c. Less than 70% -

$1000.00 

$5000.00 

The response time will be measured for calculations and assessment of penalties on a 

quarterly basis. Should Provider fail to meet response times quarterly within any areas as 

defined In this Section, prior to any penalty being assessed, Provider shall be afforded an 

opportunity to be heard before the Tangipahoa Parish Council to show good cause as to why 

said penalties should not be imposed. If, ln. the discretion of the Tangipahoa Parish Council, 

Provider demonstrates good cause, it shall be in the Board's discretion to waive the 

penalties. It Is the intent of both parties that It shall be solely in the discretion of the 

Tangipahoa Parish Council as to whether any penalty Is waived and any waiver of penalties 

by the Council shall not constitute a waiver of any other rights that may be granted It per this 

contract nor shall It waive the Service Areas right to terminate this contract for successive 

failures to meet response times by Provider. 

It is the intent of all parties hereto that for penalty purposes the response times on non­

excluded responses must be met as stated above on a quarterly basis. It is the intent of the 

parties that should ProVider repeatedly fail to adhere to the response time standards stated, it 

shall constitute grounds for tennination of the contract. 

n. Corporate CitizenshiP 

Provider agrees, when available, to provide ambulance stand-by at no charge for high 

school/college football games within the geographical boundaries of the Service Areas. 

Provider agrees to provide such other stand-by service as is requested by the Service Areas 

for similar events at the rates as desCribed on Exhibit A. Provider also agrees to offer 

consolidated EMS training to the Service Areas Firefighters that serve as First Responders in 

order' to assist Provider with care in Emergency situations. 
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o. Maintenance of Vehicles 

All ambulances shall at all times be adequately maintained, serviced, and mechanically 

sound. Provider shall maintain maintenance records that may be Inspected by the 

Tangipahoa Parish Council as requested. 

p. Vehicle Locating System 

Each ambulance within the geographical boundaries of the Service Areas shall be equipped 

with Global Positioning Satellite {GPS) or equivalent technology and Provider shall maintain 

all necessary licenses, permits, etc. necessary pursuant to State, Federal, and local laws and 

regulations to enable Provider to operate said system. 

V. OBLIGATIONS OF THE PARISH 

a. Quality Assurance panel 

The Parish will create a Quality Assurance Panel ( the uPaneJW). consisting of 6 members, 

responsible for reviewing issues related to the quality of the- medical services and response 

times supplied under this Agreement. The specified membership of the Panel shall consist of 

(2} Tangipahoa Parish Council Members~ (1) Appointee by the Tangipahoa Parish Council, 

(2) Members of the Tangipahoa Parish Fire Chiefs Association, and the Director of 

Tangipahoa Parish Communications District (911) or his/her appointee. No person on the 

panel shall be affiliated with Provider or any other medical transport service provider. All 

appointments to the panel shall be made by the Tangipahoa Parish Council In compliance 

with the Louisiana Ethics Code established In the Louisiana Revised Statutes. 

b. Quality control 

The Quality Assurance Panel will review reports by the public of the Provider's failure to 

respond timely to emergency calls, and to comply with clinical protocols and operational 

procedures related to customer service and public contact. After investigation and review, if 

Provider falls to meet certain standards as set forth herein, the Panel may recommend to the 

Council the imposition of penalties as set forth in Section N (m) of this Agreement. 

VI. OBUGATIONS OF THE SERVICE AREAS 

The Service Areas shall instruct and inform all interested parties (including parish 911 

director, etc.} that Provider $hall be the e~clusive ambulance service for all emergency (911 
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and other) and non-emergency ambulance transportation which originates within the 

geographical boundaries of the Service Areas. 

The Service Areas shall obey the terms of this agreement and the enabling ordinances 

establishing this contract; take reasonable steps (Including a notice to cease and desist 

operations, and therefore, if necessary, referral to the District Attorney's office for criminal 

prosecution of any violators of the ordinance) to prevent- any unauthorized operation of 

ambulance service (after being provided with . rea$0nable notice by Provider) within the 

geographical boundaries of the Service Areas during the term of this contract. The Service 

Areas agree that they shall cooperate fully with the District Attorney, the Sheriff or any other 

governing body in the enforcement of all Jaws and ordinances goveming unauthorized 

ambulance operation, including but limited to, referral to the Sheriffs office for enforcement 

measures. The Service Areas agree and acknowledge that any unauthorized operation shall be 

a violation of this agreement, which will cause financial harm to provider, including but not 

limited to financial harm. 

If the .Service Areas fail to cooperate as set forth above in an effort to prevent unauthorized 

ambulance transportation within the geographical boundaries of the Service Areas through 

request for and cooperation in the sanctioning of the unauthorized activities after becoming 

aware of same, in writing, and unauthorized operation continues for a period of seven (7) days 

or more, Provider's shall be entitled to a credit of $500 per day that the violation continues 

towards any penalties which may be due or become due under .this Agreement. However, If 

such unauthorized operation continues for a period exceeding fourteen days within a thirty day 

period, the obligation of Provider to adhere to response time standards as set forth shall be 

extinguished for the remainder of the term of this Agreement or any renewal thereof and 

Provider will have the option to terminate this Agreement, effective within three (3) days of 
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giving of notice of same. The remedies set forth herein shall not be exclusive. Provider 

specifically reserves any and all other rights it may have against the Service Areas under law 

and /or equity. 

VII. TERMINATION 

A. Termination by the Service Areas 
1. Events of Default 

Each of the following acts, omissions or occurrences shall constiMe an wEvent of Default" 

hereunder: 

I. Failure by Provider to observe and perform in any material way any 

covenant, warranty, term or provision of this Agreement, including 

those described herein as grounds for termination, which failure shall 

continue for a period of sixty (60) days after notice thereof is given to 

Provider by the Service Areas specifying such failure and requesting 

that It be remedied; 

II. Provider shall cease doing business as a going concern; 

iii. Provider's financial . reports to the Tangipahoa Parish Council 

demonstrate financial instability or insolvency. 

iv. Provider shall commence a voluntary case or other proceeding In 

bankruptcy or seek liquidation, reorganization, arrangement, 

readjustment of its debts or for any other relief under the federal 

bankruptcy laws, as amended, or under any other insolvency act or 

law, state or federal, now or hereafter existing, or shall take any other 

action indicating its consent to, approval, or acquiescence in any such 

case or proceeding; Provider shall apply for, or consent · to or 

acquiesce in, the appointment of a receiver, liquidator, custodian, 

sequestrator, or a trustee for all or a substantial part of its property; 

Provider shall make an assignment of a substantial .portion of its 

assets for the benefit of its creditors; Provider shall fail, or shall admit 

In writing its failure to pay its debts generally as such debts become 

due or; 

There shall be filed against Provider an Involuntary petition in bankruptcy or seeking 

liquidation, reorganization, arrangement, readjustment of Its debts or any other relief under 
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the federal bankruptcy laws, as amended, or under any other insolv~ncy act or law, state or 

federal, now or hereafter existing, or a receiver, liquidator, custodian, sequestrator, or 

trustee of Provider for all or a substantial part of its property shall be appointed without the 

consent or approval of Provider or a warrant of attachment, execution or similar process 

against any substantial part of the property of Provider is issued; and the continuance of any 

such event or events for thirty (30) days undlsmlssed or undischarged or within such thirty 

(30) days, the entering of an order for relief under the United States Bankruptcy Code. 

B. Termination by Provider 

1. Events of Default 

Each of the following acts, omissions .or occurrenqes shall constitute an "Event of Defaulf' 

hereunder: 

a). Failure of any of the Service Areas to have the requisite authority to enter into this 

Agreement, or to enact the Ordinances for ambulance services; 

b). Failure by any or each o~ the Service ~s. by its own fault, to observe or perform 

any covenant, warranty, term or provision-of this Agreement. 

c). The allowance of any additional ambulance service by any of the Service Areas 

during the Initial term of this Agreement or any renewal of this Agreement or the 

ISSUANCE OF ANY PERMIT BY ANY MEMBER OF THE SERVICE AREA TO AN 

additional ambulance service during the initial term or any subsequent renewal of this 

agreement. 

Provider and Service Areas acKnowledge and aceept the terms and obligations agreed upon in 

this contract and shall comply with all provisions herein and with all parish, city, state and 

federal laws. Failure to comply with- the terms of this agreement shall render this contract 

voidable at the discretion of the non-violating Part)', provided that the Provider Is given ninety 

(90) days advance notice and sixty (60) days to remedy any de~ult. Provider and Service 

Areas mutually agree that this contract shall only be voidable without cause by either party with 

180 days notice. Notice shall be given by certified mail, return- receipt requested to: 

PROVIDER: 
Acadian Ambulance Service, Inc. 
P.O. Box 98000 
Lafayette, LA 70509 
ATIN: David L. Kelly, CFO 

14 
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VIII. Indemnity 

1. Provider's Indemnity of Service Areas 

Provider will indemnify, hold harmless and exempt the Service Areas and its and their 

representatives, officers, agents, servants and employees from and against any and all 

liability, suits, actions, legal proceedings, claims, demands, damages, costs, expenses and 

attorney's fees arising out of or in any way concerning or incident to any work done by 

Provider in the perfonnance of this Agreement or arising out of a willful or negligent act or 

omission of Provider, its officers, agents, servants .• and employees in Its and their obligations 

under this Agreement (including such individual acting contrary to this Agreement). 

In addition, Provider does hereby agree to defend, indemnify, and save harmless the 
Parish and Service Areas First Responders (collectively "Responder") from and 
against any and all liability, judgments, claims, expenses or losses, but excluding 
claims of gross or Intentional conduct on the part of Responder, brought by or on 
behalf of any person or party, other than those brought by or on behalf of Responder, 
its agents, employees or officials, including, but not limited to, any employee of 
Acadian, arising out of or in any way connected with actions taken by Responder in 
rendering patient care that arise out of or are the result of a request for assistance by 
Acadian. This indemnity shall include lin indemnity for attorney fees and costs 
incurred by Responder as a result of such liability, judgments, claims, expenses or 
losses. 

Responder hereby agrees that in exchange for the above indemnity protection from 

Acadian, Responder, at their discretion and In good faith will continue to assist 

Acadian as requested with patient mobilization and lifts. 

IX. AUTHORITY TO ENTER INTO THIS AGREEMENT 

1. Auth~tty o' Provider 

Provider warrants that it has the full corporate authority and power to enter into ~his 

Agreement, and that its Executive VIce President, David l. Kelly, is authorized to execute 

this Agreement on behalf of Acadian Ambulance Service Inc. 

2. Authority of the Service Areas 

The Parish, represents that the necessary action by the appropriate authorities has been 

taken to approve this Agreement, and the Tangipahoa Parish President is authoiized to 

execute this Agreement on behalf of the Tangipahoa Parish Council. 

X. Agreement, Modification, and Governing Law 

1. Force Majeure 
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Provider's performance of Its obligations hereunder shall be excused in the event and during 

the period that such performance is prevented or rendered unsafe by the following: acts of 

God; acts of war, riot, accident, flood,ice, ca."trophic event or sabotage; unavailability of 

adequate fuel, power or materials; judicial or governmental laws, regulations, requirements, 

orders or actions; injunctions or restraining orders which are ultimately determined to have 

been wrongfully granted; the failure of any governmental body to issue or grant, or the 

suspension or revocation of, licenses, permits or other approvals or authorizations necessary 

for the performance of the services contemplated by this agreement; or national defense 

requirements. 

2. Entire Agreement 

This Agreement contains the entire agreement between the parties with respect to the 

subject matter hereof and supersedes all prior and contemporaneous . arrangements or 

understandings with respect thereto, including,' but not limited to, the request for proposals 

issued by the Parish, and Provider's proposal for an advanced life support emergency 

ambulance service. 

3. Modification 

No provision of this Agreement can be modified, changed, discharged or tenninated except 

by an instrument in writing signed by the party against whom the enforcement of any 

modification, change, discharg'e or termination Is sought. 

4. Governing Law 

This Agreement shall be governed by and conStrued in accordance with the laws of the State 

of Louisiana. The partie$ stipulate that the proper venue for any actions shall be the 

Parish of Tangipahoa and the proper court shall be the 21st Judicial District Court. 

5. Partial Enforceability 

If any provision of this Agreement, or the application of the Provision to any · entity or 

circumstance shall be held invalid, the remainder of this Agreement, or the application of that 

provision to entities or circumstances other than those with respect to which it is held invalid, 

shall not be affected thereby. 
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In Witness Whereof, the Parish of Tangipahoa, by and through its undersigned and duty 

authorized Parish President and Acadian Ambulance Service Inc., by and through its 

undersigned duty authorized Officer, have executed this Agreement in multiple originals on 

the date shown below. 

TO BECOME EFFECTIVE THE 1• DAY OF JANUARY, 2016. 

Witnesses: 

Witnesses: 

~f~~~4 
~o P.:Ducb"., 

PARISH OF TANGIPAHOA 

ACADIAN AMBULANCE SERVICE, INC. 

By: ·~~i ~ Name:Oavld 7euy 
Title: Executive Vice President 

Date: t!J~f: / {; • 2015 
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DeKriDt!on 

Impaporb 
ALS2 Emergency 
ALS1 Emergency 
ALS1 Non-Emergency 
BLS Fznergency 
BLSNon-Em~ 
Specialty Care Base 

EXHIBIT A 

AmbulllllCe RC'llpllnsc, treatment without tn!nSport 

Millw 
Mileage - o - SO miles 

51- lOOmiles 
101 andover 

Alls!Jiadq 
Airway Mgmt-Di3JlD5&blc Supplies 
Ambulanoc response, tmrtrntnt without transport 
Balloon Pump Adminislnltion 
Bariatric Stretcher 
BiPAP 
Bum Sheet 
Capnometer 
C.Collar 
CP AP devise with Manometer 
Diwter Bag 
Disposable BVM 
Dispo~~able Splint 
Disposable Supplies/Environ. Protection 
EKGMonitor 
EKG'Minitor-Disposable Supplies 
EKG Monitor Pace Pads 
EKG12Lead 
Endotracheal Intublltion 
EOA 
Extra Ambulance Attendanl 
Extm Unit Assistance Foe 
BZ-IO lntnlos:!eous Infusion - disposable needle 
Glutose 
IV Set Up/Disposables 
IVACPump 
King-LTD 
Mast Trousers 
Out of Service Area 
Oxygen Mask/Set Up 
O.B. Kit 
PoiSOII Antidote Kit 
Pulse Oximeter 
Rapid Infusion Catheter 
Sterile Water 
Suction Equipment 
Throplex Chest Drainage System 
Ventilator 
V laidex Strip I Regeant Strip 

Admocard 12 mg 
Amidatll2mg/ mi 20c:c vial 
Amiodarone 

2015 Rates 
Amount 

$ 992.00 
992.00 
992.00 
992.00 
672.00 

1,764.00 
214.00 

s 2l.S3 
21.53 
21 .53 

$ 70.00 
214.00 
SSl.OO 
289.00 
974.00 
50.00 
99.00 
70.00 

263.00 
326.00 

' · · 'bo.oo 
20.00 
86.00 

162.00 

$ 

20.00 
199.00 
162.00 
86.00 
86.00 

238.00 
238.00 
394.00 

20.00 
86.00 

162.00 
62.00 
99.00 

162.00 
158.00 
99.00 
79.00 
99.d0 

162.00 
32.00 
20.00 

241.00 
974.00 
20.00 

70.00 
43.00 
47.00 

per mile 

Page 251

17.



De•cdptlu 
Aminophyllin 
Aspirin 
AtroJ!ine Sultlte 
Beruuhyl 
Breth inc 
Bretyol 
Calciwn Chloride 
D5Wl,OOOCC 
Decadron 
Demeroi/Mqlerdine 
Dextrose 
Diltiamn 
Dopamine 
Epinephrine 
Epinephrine~ 30mll 
Fentanyl 
Glucagon 
lnden~l (Propranolol) 
lpratropium Bromida 
Isuprd 
Kdamine Hcl, I Oms/ ml 20 ml vial 
Ketorolac 
Labetalol 
Lasix 
Lidocaine 
Lidocaine, 20% 
Lorazepam 2mgs 
Magnesium Sulfate 
Mctoprolol · 
Morphine Sulfate 
Naroan; 2rng 
Nitro Tab 
Nitroglycerin Injaction 
Nitro! Ointment 
Nitropr«!S 
Normal Saline 1,000 cc 
Phenylephrine 
Ondansetton 
ProcaiiiiiJiide HCI 
Promethazine 
Albuterol (Nebulizer always ~Bed) 
Racepinaphrine 
Ranitidine 
Ringen Lactate 1,000 cc 
Sodiwn Bk:arbs 
Solu-Madrol 1 gram 
Succinylchohne 20 mg 
Thiami1111 
Toradol 
Valium 
Verapamil 
Versed, Smg/ ml 1 ml vial 
Zemuron 10 mif ml IOml vial 

EXIDBITA 

.A!!wul!. 
47.00 
5.00 

47.00 
47.00 
47.00 
86.00 
47.00 
70.00 
86.00 
47.00 
52.00 
48.00 
70.00 
47.00 
70.00 
48.00 

241.00 
47.00 
47.00 
52.00 
70.00 
70.00 
70.00 
5.00 

47.00 
52.00 
70.00 
47.00 
47.00 
10.00 

113.00 
5.00 

70.00 
47.00 
47.00 
70.00 
47.00 
48.00 
47.00 
47.00 
47.00 
47.00 
47.00 
86.00 
52.00 
70.00 
5.00 

47.00 
24.00 
4700 
47.00 
35.00 
70.00 
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AMENDMENT #1 TO SERVICES AGREEMENT 

1'111S AMEND ENT #1 TO SERVICES AGREEMENT (the "Amendment ) is made and entered into as of 
this ~day of 201-1, or the execution of thi s Amendment by both parties, by and between, 
Tangipahoa Parish G emment ("FACILITY") and Acadian Ambulance Service, Inc. ("Acadian"). 

RECITALS 

A. FACILITY and Acadian entered into to that certain Services Agreement for ambulance 
services (the "Agreement") effective September 1, 2015; and 

B. FACILITY and Acadian desire to amend the terms of the Agreement as set forth herein 
below. 

Now, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing promises and for valuable consideration the 
receipt of which is acknowledged by the parties, FACILITY and Acadian agree to amend the Agreement as 
follows: 

1. Section VII Term. The first sentence in the second paragraph shall be deleted in its entirety and replaced 
with the following: In addition to the above, either party shall be free to terminate this Agreement by 
providing thirty (30) written notice to the other party. 

3. Section IX. Force Majeure shall be added. The performance by Ambulance Provider shall be excused 
in the event and during an event of Force Majeure. For purposes of this Agreement an Event of Force 
Majeure shall be defined as an event such that performance is rendered unsafe or prevented by the 
following: acts of God; acts of war, riot, accident, flood or sabotage; unavailability of adequate fuel, labor, 
power or materials; judicial or governmental laws, regulations, requirements, orders or actions; injunctions 
or restraining orders which are ultimately determined to have been wrongfully granted. 

4. Section X Counterparts shall be added. This Agreement may be executed in counterparts, each of 
which shall be deemed an original, but all of which together shall be deemed to be one and the same 
agreement. A signed copy of this Agreement delivered by facsimile, e-mllil or other means of electronic 
transmission shall be deemed to have the same legal effect as delivery of an original signed copy of this 
Agreement. 

5. Addendum 1 shall be added. Addendum 1 addresses 41 C.F.R. § 60-1.4 Equal opportunity 
Effective: January 11, 2016. 

clause. 

6. General. If provisions of this Amendment and the Agreement conflict, the provisions of this Amendment 
shall prevail. Except as specifically amended herein, all terms and conditions of the Agreement shall 
remain in full force and effect. 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH GOVERNMENT 
P.O. BOX 215 
AMITE, LA 70422 

By~ Name: 

Title:~~ 
Date: 

l 

ACADIAN AMBULANCE SERVICE, INC. 
POBOX98000 

LAFAY~ 
By. ~----=-----£-----~ 
Name: Dw-4;" Me~ /,t. 
Title: ~S. 

Date' ~-l-lf'--z.o-----=--oq'---------
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Addendum 1 

During the performance of this contract, Acadian agrees as follows: 

(I) The contractor will not discriminate against any employee or applicant for employment because of race, 
color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or national origin. The contractor will take affirmative 
action to ensure that applicants are employed, and that employees are treated during employment, without 
regard to their race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or national origin. Such action shall 
include, but not be limited to the following: Employment, upgrading, demotion, or transfer, recruitment or 
recruitment advertising; layoff or termination; rates of pay or other forms of compensation; and selection for 
training, including apprenticeship. The contractor agrees to post in conspicuous places, available to employees 
and applicants for employment, notices to be provided by the contracting officer setting forth the provisions of 
this nondiscrimination clause. 

(2) The contractor will, in all solicitations or advertisements for employees placed by or on behalf of the 
contractor, state that all qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to race, 
color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or national origin. 

(3) The contractor will not discharge or in any other manner discriminate against any employee or applicant for 
employment because such employee or applicant has inquired about, discussed, or disclosed the compensation 
of the employee or applicant or another employee or applicant. This provision shall not apply to instances in 
which an employee who has access to the compensation information of other employees or applicants as a part 
of such employee's essential job functions discloses the compensation of such other employees or applicants to 
individuals who do not otherwise have access to such information, unless such disclosure is in response to a 
formal complaint or charge, in furtherance of an investigation, proceeding, hearing, or action, including an 
investigation conducted by the employer, or is consistent with the contractor's legal duty to furnish 
information. 

(4) The contractor will send to each labor union or representative of workers with which it has a collective 
bargaining agreement or other contract or understanding, a notice to be provided by the agency contracting 
officer, advising the labor union or workers' representative of the contractor's commitments under section 202 
of Executive Order 11246 of September, 24, 1965, and shall post copies of the notice in conspicuous places 
available to employees and applicants for employment. 

(5) The contractor will comply with all provisions of Executive Order 11246 of September 24, 1965, and of the 
rules, regulations, and relevant orders of the Secretary of Labor. 

(6) The contractor will furnish all information and reports required by Executive Order 11246 of September 24, 
1965, and by the rules, regulations, and orders of the Secretary of Labor, or pursuant thereto, and will permit 
access to his books, records, and accounts by the contracting agency and the Secretary of Labor for purposes of 
investigation to ascertain compliance with such rules, regulations, and orders. 

(7) In the event of the contractor's non-compliance with the nondiscrimination clauses of this contract or with 
any of such rules, regulations, or orders, this contract may be canceled, terminated or suspended in whole or in 
part and the contractor may be declared ineligible for further Government contracts in accordance with 
procedures authorized in Executive Order 11246 of September 24, 1965, and such other sanctions may be 
imposed and remedies invoked as provided in Executive Order 11246 of September 24, 1965, or by rule, 
regulation, or order ofthe Secretary of Labor, or as otherwise provided by law. 

(8) The contractor will include the provisions of paragraphs ( l) through (8) in every subcontract or purchase 
order unless exempted by rules, ·regulations, or orders of the Secretary of Labor issued pursuant to section 204 
of Executive Order 11246 of September 24, 1965, so that such provisions will be binding upon each 
subcontractor or vendor. The contractor will take such action with respect to any subcontract or purchase order 
as may be directed by the Secretary of Labor as a means of enforcing such provisions including sanctions for 
noncompliance: Provided, however, that in the event the contractor becomes involved in, or is threatened with, 
litigation with a subcontractor or vendor as a result of such direction, the contractor may request the United 
States to enter into such litigation to protect the interests of the United States. 
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(b) Federally assisted construction contracts. 

(1) Except as otherwise provided, each administering agency shall require the inclusion of the following 
language as a condition of any grant, contract, loan, insurance, or guarantee involving federally assisted 
construction which is not exempt from the requirements of the equal opportunity clause: 

The applicant hereby agrees that it will incorporate or cause to be incorporated into any contract for 
construction work, or modification thereof, as defined in the regulations of the Secretary of Labor at 41 CFR 
Chapter 60, which is paid for in whole or in part with funds obtained from the Federal Government or 
borrowed on the credit of the Federal Government pursuant to a grant, contract, loan, insurance, or guarantee, 
or undertaken pursuant to any Federal program involving such grant, contract, loan, insurance, or guarantee, the 
following equal opportunity clause: 

During the performance of this contract, the contractor agrees as follows: 

(1) The contractor will not discriminate against any employee or applicant for employment because of race, 
color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or national origin. The contractor will take affirmative 
action to ensure that applicants are employed, and that employees are treated during employment without 
regard to their race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or national origin. Such action shall 
include, but not be limited to the following: 

Employment, upgrading, demotion, or transfer; recruitment or recruitment advertising; layoff or termination; 
rates of pay or other forms of compensation; and selection for training, including apprenticeship. The contractor 
agrees to post in conspicuous places, available to employees and applicants for employment, notices to be 
provided setting forth the provisions of this nondiscrimination clause. 

(2) The contractor will, in all solicitations or advertisements for employees placed by or on behalf of the 
contractor, state that all qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to race, 
color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or national origin. 

(3) The contractor will not discharge or in any other manner discriminate against any employee or applicant for 
employment because such employee or applicant has inquired about, discussed, or disclosed the compensation 
of the employee or applicant or another employee or applicant. This provision shall not apply to instances in 
which an employee who has access to the compensation information of other employees or applicants as a part 
of such employee's essential job functions discloses the compensation of such other employees or applicants to 
individuals who do not otherwise have access to such information, unless such disclosure is in response to a 
formal complaint or charge, in furtherance of an investigation, proceeding, hearing, or action, including an 
investigation conducted by the employer, or is consistent with the contractor's legal duty to furnish 
information. 

( 4) The contractor will send to each labor union or representative of workers with which he has a collective 
bargaining agreement or other contract or understanding, a notice to be provided advising the said labor union 
or workers' representatives of the contractor's commitments under this section, and shall post copies of the 
notice in conspicuous places available to employees and applicants for employment. 

(5) The contractor will comply with all provisions of Executive Order 11246 of September 24, 1965, and of the 
rules, regulations, and relevant orders of the Secretary of Labor. 

(6) The contractor will furnish all information and reports required by Executive Order 11246 of September 24, 
1965, and by rules, regulations, and orders of the Secretary of Labor, or pursuant thereto, and will permit access 
to his books, records, and accounts by the administering agency and the Secretary of Labor for purposes of 
investigation to ascertain compliance with such rules, regulations, and orders. 

(7) In the event of the contractor's noncompliance with the nondiscrimination clauses of this contract or with 
any of the said rules, regulations, or orders, this contract may be canceled, terminated, or suspended in whole or 
in part and the contractor may be declared ineligible for further Government contracts or federally assisted 
construction contracts in accordance with procedures authorized in Executive Order 11246 of September 24, 
1965, and such other sanctions may be imposed and remedies invoked as provided in Executive Order 11246 of 
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September 24, 1965, or by rule, regulation, or order of the Secretary of Labor, or as othetwise provided by law. 

(8) The contractor will include the portion of the sentence immediately preceding paragraph (1) and the 
provisions of paragraphs (1) through (8) in every subcontract or purchase order unless exempted by rules, 
regulations, or orders of the Secretary of Labor issued pursuant to section 204 of Executive Order 11246 of 
September 24, 1965, so that such provisions will be binding upon each subcontractor or vendor. The contractor 
will take such action with respect to any subcontract or purchase order as the administering agency may direct 
as a means of enforcing such provisions, including sanctions for noncompliance: 

Provided, however, that in the event a contractor becomes involved in, or is threatened with, litigation with a 
subcontractor or vendor as a result of such direction by the administering agency, the contractor may request 
the United States to enter into such litigation to protect the interests of the United States. 

The applicant further agrees that it will be bound by the above equal opportunity clause with respect to its own 
employment practices when it participates in federally assisted construction work: Provided, That if the 
applicant so participating is a State or local government, the above equal opportunity clause is not applicable to 
any agency, instrumentality or subdivision of such government which does not participate in work on or under 
the contract. 

The applicant agrees that it will assist and cooperate actively with the administering agency and the Secretary 
of Labor in obtaining the compliance of contractors and subcontractors with the equal opportunity clause and 
the rules, regulations, and relevant orders of the Secretary of Labor, that it will furnish the administering 
agency and the Secretary of Labor such information as they may require for the supervision of such 
compliance, and that it will othetwise assist the administering agency in the discharge of the agency's primary 
responsibility for securing compliance. 

The applicant further agrees that it will refrain from entering into any contract or contract modification subject 
to Executive Order 11246 of September 24, 1965, with a contractor debarred from, or who has not 
dC<monstrated eligibility for, Government contracts and federally assisted construction contracts pursuant to the 
Executive Order and will carry out such sanctions and penalties for violation of the equal opportunity clause as 
may be imposed upon contractors and subcontractors by the administering agency or the Secretary of Labor 
pursuant to Part II, Subpart D of the Executive Order. In addition, the applicant agrees that if it fails or refuses 
to comply with these undertakings, the administering agency may take any or all of the following actions: 
Cancel, terminate, or suspend in whole or in part this grant (contract, loan, insurance, guarantee); refrain from 
extending any further assistance to the applicant under the program with respect to which the failure or refund 
occurred until satisfactory assurance of future compliance has been received from such applicant; and refer the 
case to the Department of Justice for appropriate legal proceedings. 

(2) [Reserved] 

(c) Subcontracts. Each nonexempt prime contractor or subcontractor shall include the equal opportunity clause in 
each of its nonexempt subcontracts. 

(d) Inclusion of the equal opportunity clause by reference. The equal opportunity clause may be included by 
reference in all Government contracts and subcontracts, including Government bills of lading, transportation 
requests, contracts for deposit of Government funds, and contracts for issuing and paying U.S. savings bonds and 
notes, and such other contracts and subcontracts as the Director ofOFCCP may designate. 

(e) Incorporation by operation of the order. By operation of the order, the equal opportunity clause shall be 
considered to be a part of every contract and subcontract required by the order and the regulations in this part to 
include such a clause whether or not it is physically incorporated in such contracts and whether or not the contract 
between the agency and the contractor is written. 

(f) Adaptation of language. Such necessary changes in language may be made in the equal opportunity clause as 
shall be appropriate to identify properly the parties and their undertakings. 
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 HOSPITAL SERVICE DISTRICT NO. 2 

 

 (Hood Memorial) 

 

 6-Year Terms 

 

Randy Bracy 1 January 2024 

Robbie Lee 1 December 2019 

Arthur A. Mauterer 2 January 2024 

Raymond Cutrer 1 January 2022 

Charles M. Guzzardo 1 December 2022 
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Gravity Drainage District No. 4 
(4 year terms) 

 
Contact: Mark Miller  Secretary: Mary Lynn Thompson Meets last Monday of month  
985-517-3396   985-517-0622    at 4:30PM at Amite City Hall 
Amite, LA  70422 

 

Commissioner Appointed By Term Expiration 

Kyle Warren 

225-276-9284 

3 1 November 2022 

LaFete Tucker, Sr. 3 1 November 2022 

Angus Morgan Edwards 3 1 November 2022 

Eve Wilson 3 2 November 2020 

Mark Miller 3 1 November 2019 
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