
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
AUGUST 17, 2026 AT 5:30 PM 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 1859 CITY CENTER WAY, JONESBORO, GA 30236 

AGENDA 

  

NOTE: As set forth in the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the City of Jonesboro will assist 
citizens with special needs given proper notice to participate in any open meetings of the City of 
Jonesboro. Please contact the City Clerk’s Office via telephone (770-478-3800) should you need 
assistance. 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

II. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. Approval of January 20, 2026, February 23, 2026, March 16, 2026, April 20, May 18, 2026, June 
15, 2026, and July 20, 2026 Meeting Minutes 

IV. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Color Wheel 

V. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Terms for current Board Members 

B. Replacement Sign – 142 North McDonough Street; Parcel No. 13241B D008; Zoned H-1; 
Replacement panel for existing pylon sign for masonic lodge. 

C. Restaurant – 126 South Main Street; Parcel No. 13241D C011; Zoned H-1; Proposed sign 
changes and exterior color changes to existing building (formerly Fig Tree Café).  

VI. ADJOURNMENT 



 

 

 

 

CITY OF JONESBORO 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

The City of Jonesboro Historic Preservation Commission held their Regular Meeting on 

Tuesday, January 20, 2026.  The meeting was held at 5:30 p.m. at the Jonesboro City 

Center, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, Georgia, 30236.  

Minutes 

 

Committee Present:  

• Jule Segner 

• Shuntae Lawrence 

• Mary Bruce 

 

Committee Absent: 

• Steven Victor – Not present 

 

Applicants Present 

• Mary Cordova 

• Kimberly Lacy -Lightford – Firesign Design Build 

 

Faith Akuta recorded the meeting minutes. 

 

I. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 5:32 PM by Jule. 

II. Adoption of the Agenda 

• The agenda was adopted as presented. Approved 3-0. 

III. Old Business 

• None. 

IV. NEW BUSINESS AGENDA ITEMS:  

A. Nominations for Chair 

Jule Segner was nominated to serve as Chair for a one-year term. 



 

 

• Motion: Shuntae Lawrence 

• Second: Mary Bruce 

Nomination approved. Passed unanimously (3-0). 

 

B. Residential – 119 Burnside Street; Parcel No. 05241B B014. Exterior material and 

color change; Residential Overlay. 

The board  approved with conditions. Trash must be picked up and stumps removed. 

Shuntae Lawrence made the motion, Mary Bruce seconded the motion. Passed 

unanimously. 

 

 

C. Lovelace Enterprise / Kimberly Lightford – 112 South Main Street; Parcel No. 

13241D C005. Exterior improvements to the commercial suite (paint colors, glass 

windows, and lighting). 

 

The board reviewed the proposed and approved as presented without conditions. 

Mary Bruce made the motion, Shuntae Lawrence seconded the motion. Passed 

unanimously. 

V. Adjourn.  5:58pm 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:58 p.m. 

Shuntae Lawrence made the motion, Mary Bruce seconded the motion. Passed 

unanimously. 

 

 



 

 

 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES 

The City of Jonesboro Historic Preservation Commission Regular Meeting, originally 

scheduled for Monday, March 16, 2026, was not convened due to a lack of quorum. 

The meeting was subsequently rescheduled and reconvened via Zoom on Friday, 

March 20, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Committee Present: 

• Jule Segner – Chair 

• Shuntae Lawrence 

• Mary Bruce 

  

Committee Absent: 

• Steven Victor 

 

Applicants Present 

 

Faith Akuta recorded the meeting minutes. 

 

I. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 AM by Jule. 

 

II. New Business - Action Items 

 

a. Residential Subdivision – 217 South Main Street; Parcel No. 05241D A001; 

Subdivision Entrance Sign; H-2 (Historic District). 

The board reviewed the proposed subdivision entrance sign. Discussion included HOA 

responsibility for landscape maintenance, required address placement on the sign, 

lighting options (top or bottom illumination), and compliance with maximum height and 

width per code. 



 

 

Shuntae made a motion to approve with noted conditions. Mary seconded the motion. 

Passed unanimously. 

 

b. Residential Fence – 186 North McDonough Street; Parcel No. 13240D A029; 

Residential fence; H-2 (Historic District) 

The board reviewed the proposed residential fence. Discussion included compliance 

with the maximum height requirement of six (6) feet. 

Shuntae made a motion to approve the design as presented. Jule seconded the 

motion. The motion passed with 2-1. 

 

c. Commercial Exterior Renovations – 114 South Main Street; Parcel No. 

13241D C006; commercial exterior renovations; H-1 (Historic District) 

The board reviewed proposed exterior modifications to the commercial 

structure. Discussion included window specifications, awning condition, and 

overall façade improvements. The use of double-pane windows was denied. 

The board recommended pressure washing the awning, ensuring it is in good 

repair, and making improvements to the wooden windows, front and rear 

awnings, and porch. 

Mary made a motion to approve the project with conditions as discussed. 

Shuntae seconded the motion. Passed unanimously. 

III. Adjournment  

The meeting adjourned at 10:35am  

Shaunte made the motion, Mary seconded the motion. Passed unanimously 

 



 

 

 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

The City of Jonesboro Historic Preservation Commission held their Regular Meeting on 

Monday, April 20, 2026.  The meeting was held at 5:30 p.m. via zoom.  

 

Minutes 

Committee Present: 

 Jule Segner – Chair 

Shuntae Lawrence 

Mary Bruce 

Steven Victor 

  

Committee Absent: 

N/a 

 

Applicants Present 

Kimberly Lacy -Lightford with Firesign Design Build 

Erin Lazaro with Signs and More Inc. 

Thomas Allen with Marietta Signs 

 

 

Faith Akuta recorded the meeting minutes 

 

I. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 5:47 PM by Jule. 

 

II. Adoption of the Agenda 

The agenda was adopted as presented. 

 

III. Meeting Minutes 

The Committee reviewed the previous meeting minutes. Following discussion, 

members requested additional time to review the minutes before taking formal 

action. Consideration and approval of the previous meeting minutes were 

deferred to a future meeting. 

 



 

 

IV. Old Business 

 

None. 

V. New Business - Action Items 

 

a. Wall Sign – 112 South Main Street; Parcel No. 13241D C005; Signage; H-1 

(Historic District) 

The board reviewed the proposed wall sign for Kimberly Lightford’s 

business. Discussion included sign design, letter sizing, and lighting 

placement due to structural constraints. The sign consists of cast aluminum 

letters mounted on standoffs with decorative metal accents. 

Motion: Mary made a motion to approve the sign with modifications, 

including reduced letter size (approximately 12–15 inches) and adjusted 

lighting placement below the decorative band. Shuntate seconded the 

motion. 

Result: Passed unanimously. 

Mary made the motion, Shuntate seconded. Passed unanimously  

b. Ground Sign – 155 Smith Street; Parcel No. 13241A B009; Signage; R-4 

(Single Family District), DESIGNATION OF 155 SMITH ST.AS HISTORIC 

PROPERTY BY MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL JUNE 13, 2022 

i. Location, lighting, address, landscaping 

Mary made the motion the motion, Shuntate seconded. unanimously 

Second option on south side of property due to due to water meter,  

The board reviewed the proposed ground sign for the Rosenwald School. 

Discussion included material specifications (decorative textured block), 

lighting requirements, sign placement options, address visibility for 

emergency response, and landscaping requirements. Additional 

discussion addressed durability concerns based on prior installations. 

Motion: Mary made a motion to approve the sign with the following 

modifications: placement at Option 2 (further from the water meter), 

inclusion of required lighting, addition of the address on the end cap, and 

installation of appropriate landscaping. Shuntate seconded the motion. 

 

Result: Passed unanimously. 

  

VI. Adjournment  

The meeting adjourned at 6:15pm  

Shaunte made the motion, Mary seconded the motion. Passed unanimously 

 



 

 

 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES 

The City of Jonesboro Historic Preservation Commission held their Regular Meeting on 

Monday, June 15, 2026.  The meeting was held at 5:30 p.m. via zoom and in-person at 

the Jonesboro City Center, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, Georgia, 30236.  

 

Committee Present: 

Mary Bruce 

  

Committee Absent: 

 Jule Segner – Chair 

Shuntae Lawrence 

Steven Victor 

 

 

Applicants and Guests Present 

None 

 

Faith Akuta recorded the meeting minutes. 

 

I. Call to Order 

 

II. Adoption of the Agenda 

 

III. Meeting Minutes  

 

Approval of January 20, 2026, February 23, 2026, March 16, 2026, April 20, and 

May 2026 Meeting Minutes 

 

IV. Old Business 

 

a. Color Wheel 

 



 

 

V. New Business 

 

a. Terms for current Board Members 

 

VI. Adjournment  

 

 

 

DUE TO LACK OF A QUORUM, NO OFFICIAL BUSINESS WAS CONDUCTED. 

 



 

 

 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES 

The City of Jonesboro Historic Preservation Commission held their Regular Meeting on 

Monday, July 20, 2026.  The meeting was held at 5:30 p.m. via zoom and in-person at 

the Jonesboro City Center, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, Georgia, 30236.  

 

Committee Present: 

None 

  

Committee Absent: 

 Jule Segner – Chair 

 Mary Bruce 

Shuntae Lawrence 

Steven Victor 

 

Applicants and Guests Present 

None 

 

David Allen recorded the meeting minutes. 

 

I. Call to Order 

 

II. Adoption of the Agenda 

 

III. Meeting Minutes  

 

Approval of January 20, 2026, February 23, 2026, March 16, 2026, April 20, 2026 

May 19, 2026, and June 15, 2026 Meeting Minutes 

 

IV. Old Business 

 

a. Color Wheel 

 



 

 

V. New Business 

 

a. Terms for current Board Members 

b. Mural – 136 South Main Street; Parcel No. 13241D C013; Zoned H-1; 

Proposed wall panels for Arts Clayton Builidng in historic district. 

 

VI. Adjournment  

 

 

 

DUE TO LACK OF A QUORUM, NO OFFICIAL BUSINESS WAS CONDUCTED. 

 



 

   

 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES 

 

 
The City of Jonesboro Historic Preservation Commission held their Regular Meeting on 

Monday, February 23, 2026.  The meeting was held at 5:30 p.m. at the Jonesboro City 

Center, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, Georgia.  

 

 Committee Present: 

 Jule Segner – Chair 

  

 Committee Absent: 

Shuntae Lawrence 

Mary Bruce 

Steven Victor 

 

 

Faith Akuta recorded the meeting minutes. 

 

Due to a lack of a quorum, no official actions were taken. 

 

I. Meeting was called to order by Chair Jule Segner at 5:30 pm. 

 

II. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

Due to a lack of quorum, the agenda was not officially adopted. Additionally, 

due to a scheduling conflict, the February 18, 2026 meeting was rescheduled to 

February 23, 2026. 

 

III. OLD BUSINESS AGENDA ITEMS – None 

 

IV. NEW BUSINESS AGENDA ITEMS:  

 

A. Approval of minutes from January 20, 2026. 

Due to a lack of a quorum, minutes were not approved. 

B. Historic Preservation Commission to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness 

for Residential Subdivision Entrance Sign – 217 South Main Street; Parcel No. 

05241D A001; H-2 (Historic District). 

Due to a lack of a quorum, no official action was taken.   

  

V.  Adjourn.  5:40 pm 
 

 



 

 

 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES 

The City of Jonesboro Historic Preservation Commission held their Regular Meeting on 

Monday, May 18, 2026.  The meeting was held at 5:30 p.m. via zoom and in-person at 

the Jonesboro City Center, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, Georgia, 30236.  

 

Committee Present: 

 Jule Segner – Chair 

Shuntae Lawrence (virtual) 

Mary Bruce 

Steven Victor (virtual) 

  

Committee Absent: 

N/a 

 

Applicants and Guests Present 

Samantha Axum with Axum Lab 

Dlyan Michael  

 

Faith Akuta recorded the meeting minutes. 

 

I. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 5:34 PM by Jule. 

 

II. Adoption of the Agenda 

The agenda was adopted as presented. 

 

I. Meeting Minutes 

Following discussion, members requested table minutes review. 

 

II. Old Business 

 



 

 

a. Commercial  – 114 South Main Street; Parcel No. 13241D C006; 

commercial window replacement with exterior enhancements ; H-1 

(Historic District) 

The Commission revisited its prior determination requiring wooden windows 

and discussed the applicant's request to allow vinyl windows as an alternative 

at the applicants request. Discussion focused on maintaining the historic 

character of the downtown area while balancing affordability and practical 

considerations for property owners. 

 

Commission members discussed the potential precedent that approval of 

vinyl windows could establish for future downtown projects. Members also 

discussed the differences between wood and vinyl materials, including 

insulation values, durability, maintenance requirements, and cost 

considerations. Staff noted that the Historic Preservation standards do not 

specifically require wood windows but focus on maintaining historic 

character and compatible design elements. 

 

Following discussion, the Commission approved the use of vinyl windows in 

place of wooden windows subject to the following conditions: 

 

1. Vinyl windows shall be high-quality material. 

2. Double-pane windows shall have a minimum R-value of 1.5. 

3. Window color shall match the existing window frame color. 

4. Existing arched window configurations shall be maintained. 

 

Staff was directed to prepare an amended Certificate of Approval (COA) 

reflecting the revised decision with conditions. The applicant shall provide 

window specifications confirming compliance with the approved conditions 

prior to installation. 

 

III. New Business 

 

a. Commercial Sign – 116 North McDonough Street; Parcel No. 13241B F005; 

Signage; H-1 (Historic District), Wall Signage and exterior improvements  

Staff presented a request for signage and exterior improvements for the 

property located at 116 North McDonough Street. The proposal included 

installation of a wall-mounted sign as well as decorative exterior elements 

including statues and planters. 

The Commission reviewed the revised design proposal and discussed 

aesthetic compatibility with the historic district, sign appearance, and 

pedestrian accessibility. Discussion confirmed that the proposed decorative 

elements would not  compliance standards. 

 



 

 

The Commission approved the wall sign with the following conditions: 

1. Sign shall consist of a beige background with brown lettering utilizing a 

neutral color palette. 

2. Letters shall remain flush-mounted to the surface and not project 

outward. 

3. Exterior decorative elements, including statues and planters, were 

approved as presented, provided they do not obstruct or interfere with 

required sidewalk access or ADA accessibility requirements. 

A motion was made by Shuntae and seconded by Steven to approve the request as 

presented. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

IV. Adjournment  

The meeting adjourned at 6:04pm  

Steven made the motion, Mary seconded the motion. Passed unanimously 

 







 

 

 

City of Jonesboro  

Approved Exterior Color Palettes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Historic District 

 Historic Residential Overlay 

 Other Overlay Districts 

 City Center Mixed Use District 

 



Purpose 

The purpose of these guidelines is to implement harmonious design standards for the future use 

of exterior building and signage colors in certain specially designated areas of the City, in order 

to protect the aesthetic qualities of these special areas, to help preserve property values, and to 

create integrated curb appeal, in conjunction with the stated purposes of the City of Jonesboro 

Zoning Ordinance.  Emphasis for these standards is given to the downtown core within the 

Historic District, then surrounding historic neighborhoods, and major entry nodes into the City. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Applicability 

These guidelines apply to new buildings and structures within the Historic District (H1 and H2 

zoning), the Historic Residential Overlay, the Active Senior Overlay District, the Tara Boulevard 

Overlay District, the Gateway South Overlay District, the City Center Mixed Use District, and all 

other future designated Overlay Districts.  These guidelines also apply to renovations of existing 

buildings and structures within these Districts and Overlays involving significant exterior color 

changes. 

 

  



Definitions 

Accent features.  Secondary items on a building or structure, including, but not limited to, doors, windows, 

shutters and trim.  Also includes the background of sign panels and standalone lettering attached and 

detached from the building, but excluding painted murals. 

Earth tone colors.  Exterior colors that resemble dirt or soil, containing some proportion of the color 

brown; shades or tints of earth tone colors as found in the Approved Exterior Color Palette guidelines for 

the City of Jonesboro. 

Hue.  The wavelength of color. 

Lightness.  The degree of light reflected in a color.  The amount of light or dark in a color. 

Natural cool colors.  Exterior colors that are shades or tints of blue or green as found in the Approved 

Exterior Color Palette guidelines for the City of Jonesboro. 

Natural warm colors.  Exterior colors that are shades or tints of orange or red as found in the Approved 

Exterior Color Palette guidelines for the City of Jonesboro. 

Neon colors.  Exterior colors that are brighter, more reflective tints of natural colors, such as blue, green, 

orange, or red and, for the purposes of this chapter, including all shades of yellow, pink, and purple. 

Neutral colors.  Exterior colors that constitute a majority of black, white, or gray as found in the Approved 

Exterior Color Palette guidelines for the City of Jonesboro. 

Pastel colors.  Exterior colors that are paler, less reflective shades or tints of natural colors, such as blue, 

green or orange. 

Primary colors.  Any of a group of colors from which all other colors can be obtained by mixing.  The three 

primary colors – red, yellow, and blue. 

Primary features.  Main structural items for a building or structure, including, but not limited to, exterior 

walls, foundation, and roof.   

Regionally recognized business.  Commercial enterprises with locations in more than one state, or more 

than one municipality within a State. 

Saturation.  The intensity and purity of a hue. 

Secondary colors.  Any of a group of colors a color resulting from the mixing of two primary colors. The 

seven secondary colors – orange, green, and purple. 

Shade.  A darker variation of a color, created by adding a certain proportion of black. 

Siding.  A primary feature material that covers the exterior of a building, including, but not limited to, 

wood, stone, stucco, brick, metal and Hardiplank. 

Tint.  A lighter variation of a color, created by adding a certain proportion of white. 

Variegated.  Frequent use of significantly contrasting colors, whether as regular or irregular patterns. 

 



Exemptions for Certain Businesses in the Tara Boulevard and Gateway 

South Overlay Districts 

The color schemes of nationally and regionally recognized businesses shall be allowed for their 

entire building(s) and signage, provided that all other zoning and building code requirements are 

met.  Local businesses not meeting criteria of national or regional businesses shall fully conform 

to the standards of these guidelines. 

 

 

Exemptions for Certain Businesses in the Historic District (H-1 and H-2) 

The color schemes of nationally and regionally recognized businesses shall be accepted; 

however, no more than 25% of exterior of the building(s) shall display the recognized color 

scheme, and the remainder of the building shall conform to the standards of these guidelines. 

Color schemes for signage of nationally and regionally recognized businesses shall be 

accepted; however, the framework of the sign(s) shall conform to the standards of signs in the 

Historic District, Sec. 86-495. 

Local businesses not meeting criteria of national or regional businesses shall fully conform to 

the standards of these guidelines. 

All other zoning and building code requirements shall be met. 

 

Citywide Standards for Color 

Neon colors, as defined in this chapter shall not be used for primary building features, whether 

inside or outside of designated Overlays and the Historic District. 

Paint applications for exterior building features shall be uniform where applied and achieve 

100% saturation of the applied color. 

Paint applications shall be maintained properly at all times. 

 

 



Historic District Exterior Color Standards (H1 zoning) 

(Dark gray parcels) 

   

Sec. 86-102 (l)(2)(3)(e) New buildings fronting Main and McDonough Streets are required to use brick. New buildings 

elsewhere in the district are required to use brick as the predominant exterior material, with stone and stucco allowed 

to a lesser degree and upon approval by the historic preservation commission. Synthetic stucco, variegated brick, 

and concrete block are prohibited throughout the district. 

Primary Features – Permitted Exterior Colors      

 Earth tone colors, as defined herein, for all siding materials. 

 Neutral colors, as defined herein, for all siding materials, except a maximum of 50% of a 

building’s exterior walls can be black shades. 

 Darker shades of natural warm colors (orange and red), as defined herein, for brick only. 

 Darker shades of natural cool colors (green only), as defined herein, for all other siding materials. 

Primary Features – Conditional Exterior Colors  

 Darker shades of natural warm colors (orange only) for all siding materials other than brick, 

approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation Commissions. 

 Darker shades of natural cool colors (blue only), as defined herein, for all siding materials 

approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation Commissions. 

Accent Features – Permitted Exterior Colors 

 Earth tone and neutral colors. 

 Natural cool colors (green only).   

Accent Features – Conditional Exterior Colors 

 Natural cool tints (blue), approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation Commissions. 

 Natural warm tints (orange and red), approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation 

Commissions. 

 Neon shades and tints, as defined herein, approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation 

Commissions. 

 Pastel shades and tints, as defined herein, approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation 

Commissions. 



Historic District Exterior Color Standards (H2 zoning) 

(Light gray parcels) 

   

Sec. 86-103 (l)(2)(b) The predominant exterior siding material or a modern material that creates a similar texture or 

appearance shall be used.  Prohibited exterior materials include synthetics with a false wood grain, vinyl siding, brick 

veneer, concrete block, and use of materials that do not complement the architectural or historic style of the structure.  

Brick and paint colors shall be compatible with the style of the structure and with surrounding historic structures. 

Primary Features – Permitted Exterior Colors      

 Earth tone colors for all siding materials. 

 Neutral colors for all siding materials, except a maximum of 50% of a building’s exterior walls can 

be black shades. 

 Darker shades of natural warm colors (orange and red), for brick only.  Variegation not allowed. 

 Darker shades of natural cool colors (green only), for all other siding materials. 

Primary Features – Conditional Exterior Colors  

 Darker shades of natural warm colors (orange only) for all siding materials other than brick, 

approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation Commissions. 

 Darker shades of natural cool colors (blue only), as defined herein, for all siding materials 

approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation Commissions. 

Accent Features – Permitted Exterior Colors 

 Earth tone and neutral colors. 

 Natural cool colors (green only).   

Accent Features – Conditional Exterior Colors 

 Natural cool tints (blue), approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation Commissions. 

 Natural warm tints (orange and red), approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation 

Commissions. 

 Neon shades and tints approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation Commissions. 

 Pastel shades and tints approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation Commissions. 



Historic Residential Overlay Exterior Color Standards 

(Hatch pattern)   

Purpose. The purpose of the historic residential overlay is to protect and enhance the character of the city's historic 

neighborhoods by establishing architectural standards for regulation of exterior rehabilitation and new construction. 

The City of Jonesboro is committed to preserving its historic structures and the special character of the historic 

neighborhoods. These neighborhoods reflect a variety of architectural styles that have contributed to the city's historic 

built environment. 

Applicability. The City of Jonesboro has been organized into several historic property groups, (1) the National 

Register District shall be subject to the provisions of the H-1 or H-2 zoning districts, as appropriate; (2) historic 

residential properties located within the historic residential overlay shall be subject to the provisions of the historic 

residential overlay and the provisions of article VII (3) historic commercial properties located within the historic 

residential overlay shall be subject to the architectural standards of the H-2 district found in subsection 86-103(l), 

Design standards; and (4) residential properties found outside the National Register District and the historic 

residential overlay shall be subject to the provisions of article VII. 

Materials and color.  The predominant exterior siding material, or a modern material that creates a similar texture or 

appearance, shall be used.  Prohibited exterior materials include synthetics with a false wood grain, vinyl siding, brick 

veneer, concrete block, and use of materials that do not complement the architectural or historic style of the structure.  

Brick and paint colors shall be compatible with the style of the structure and with surrounding historic structures. 

 

  



Historic Residential Overlay Exterior Color Standards 

(Hatch pattern)   

   

Primary Features – Permitted Exterior Colors      

 Earth tone colors for all siding materials. 

 Neutral colors, for all siding materials, except a maximum of 50% of a building’s exterior walls can 

be black shades. 

 Darker shades of natural warm colors (orange and red), for brick only.  Variegation allowed. 

 Darker shades of natural cool colors (green only), for all other siding materials. 

Primary Features – Conditional Exterior Colors  

 Darker shades of natural cool colors (blue only), as defined herein, for all siding materials other 

than brick, approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation Commissions. 

Accent Features – Permitted Exterior Colors 

 Earth tone and neutral colors. 

 Natural cool tints (green only).   

Accent Features – Conditional Exterior Colors 

 Natural cool tints (blue), approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation Commissions. 

 Natural warm tints (orange and red), approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation 

Commissions. 

 

 



Active Senior Overlay Exterior Color Standards 

(Hatch pattern)   

 

 

Primary Features – Permitted Exterior Colors      

 Earth tone colors for all siding materials. 

 Neutral colors, for all siding materials, except a maximum of 50% of a building’s exterior walls can 

be black shades. 

 Darker shades of natural warm colors (orange and red), for brick only.  Variegation allowed. 

 Darker shades of natural cool colors (green only), for all other siding materials. 

Primary Features – Conditional Exterior Colors  

 Darker shades of natural cool colors (blue only), as defined herein, for all siding materials other 

than brick, approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation Commissions. 

 Darker shades of natural warm colors (orange only), as defined herein, for all siding materials 

other than brick, approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation Commissions. 

Accent Features – Permitted Exterior Colors 

 Earth tone and neutral colors. 

 Natural cool colors (green only).   

Accent Features – Conditional Exterior Colors 

 Natural cool tints (blue), approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation Commissions. 

 Natural warm tints (orange and red), approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation 

Commissions. 

 Pastel shades and tints approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation Commissions. 

 

 



Tara Boulevard Overlay Exterior Color Standards 

(Hatch pattern)   

 

 

 

 

Primary Features – Permitted Exterior Colors      

 Earth tone colors for all siding materials. 

 Neutral colors, for all siding materials, except a maximum of 50% of a building’s exterior walls can 

be black shades. 

 Darker shades of natural warm colors (orange and red), for brick only.  Variegation allowed. 

 Darker shades of natural cool colors (green and blue), for all other siding materials. 

Primary Features – Conditional Exterior Colors  

 Darker shades of natural warm colors (orange only), as defined herein, for all siding materials 

other than brick, approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation Commissions. 

Accent Features – Permitted Exterior Colors 

 Earth tone and neutral colors. 

Accent Features – Conditional Exterior Colors 

 Natural cool tints (blue), approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation Commissions. 

 Natural warm tints (orange and red), approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation 

Commissions. 

 Pastel shades and tints approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation Commissions. 

 Neon shades and tints approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation Commissions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gateway South Overlay Exterior Color Standards 

(Hatch pattern)   

 

 

Primary Features – Permitted Exterior Colors      

 Earth tone colors for all siding materials. 

 Neutral colors, for all siding materials, except a maximum of 50% of a building’s exterior walls can 

be black shades. 

 Darker shades of natural warm colors (orange and red), for brick only.  Variegation allowed. 

 Darker shades of natural cool colors (green only), for all other siding materials. 

Primary Features – Conditional Exterior Colors  

 Darker shades of natural cool colors (blue only), as defined herein, for all siding materials other 

than brick, approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation Commissions. 

 Darker shades of natural warm colors (orange only), as defined herein, for all siding materials 

other than brick, approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation Commissions. 

Accent Features – Permitted Exterior Colors 

 Earth tone and neutral colors. 

 Natural cool colors (green only).   

Accent Features – Conditional Exterior Colors 

 Natural cool tints (blue), approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation Commissions. 

 Natural warm tints (orange and red), approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation 

Commissions. 

 Pastel shades and tints approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation Commissions. 



City Center Mixed Use District Exterior Color Standards 

(Yellow parcels) 

 

 

Primary Features – Permitted Exterior Colors      

 Earth tone colors for all siding materials. 

 Neutral colors, for all siding materials, except a maximum of 50% of a building’s exterior walls can 

be black shades. 

 Darker shades of natural warm colors (orange and red), for brick only.  Variegation allowed. 

 Darker shades of natural cool colors (green only), for all other siding materials. 

Primary Features – Conditional Exterior Colors  

 Darker shades of natural cool colors (blue only), as defined herein, for all siding materials other 

than brick, approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation Commissions. 

Accent Features – Permitted Exterior Colors 

 Earth tone and neutral colors. 

 Natural cool tints (green only).   

Accent Features – Conditional Exterior Colors 

 Natural cool tints (blue), approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation Commissions. 

 Natural warm tints (orange and red), approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation 

Commissions. 

 Pastel shades and tints approved by Design Review and Historic Preservation Commissions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Manager) City Manager’s 

Office Typed Name and Title Phone 

  

Signature Date 

 

Revised 03/12/09 (Previous versions are obsolete) 

  

                                                                               
       CITY OF JONESBORO DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE 

    Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 
 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

   

Requesting Agency 

Community Development (Jonesboro Masonic Lodge, applicant) 

 

Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Review of replacement panel on existing pylon sign 
Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Section 86-489. General sign standards; Sec. 86-490. Ground sign standards. 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

 Yes  No  

Summary & Background 
(First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of 
the relevant details for the item.) 

 Agency recommendation – Approval of Sign Panel Design 

The Masonic Lodge has been at this location for many years and has had this pylon sign in the front along North 
McDonough Street for many years as well.  The panel has fallen into disrepair and is proposed to be replaced. 

The property is zoned H-1 Historic District.  The property is within the Historic District and therefore will require a 
Certificate of Appropriateness from the Historic Preservation Commission as well. 

Sec. 2-303. - Powers and duties. 

The design review commission has the power to make certain advisory recommendations to the city council, the historic 
preservation commission, and the community development department. The commission's recommendations on review items 
are not binding, but are intended to be utilized by the city council, the historic preservation commission, and the community 
development department in making informed, binding decisions. 

The commission shall be authorized to: 

(a) Make recommendations to the historic preservation commission regarding certificate of appropriateness applications 
for any exterior modifications to existing developments, buildings and structures (including signs) within the historic 
districts and Historic Residential Overlay, prior to the scheduled historic preservation commission hearing on the 
applications. 

(b) Make recommendations to the historic preservation commission regarding certificate of appropriateness applications 
for proposed and replacement developments, buildings and structures (including signs) within the historic districts 
and Historic Residential Overlay, prior to the scheduled historic preservation commission hearing on the applications. 

(c) Make recommendations to the mayor and city council regarding any exterior modifications to existing developments, 
buildings and structures (including signs) that require variances, generally within the city and, more specifically, within 
the Tara Boulevard Overlay, Arts & Entertainment District Overlay Zone or Assembly Overlay. 

(d) Make recommendations to the mayor and city council regarding proposed developments, buildings and structures 

(including signs) that require variances, generally within the city and, more specifically, within the Tara Boulevard 
Overlay, Arts & Entertainment District Overlay Zone or Assembly Overlay. 

(e) Make recommendations to the mayor and city council regarding any exterior modifications to existing developments, 
buildings and structures (including signs) that require conditional use hearings and/or zoning change hearings, 
generally within the city and, more specifically, within the Tara Boulevard Overlay, Arts & Entertainment District 



Continued Page 2 of 4 
 

 

Overlay Zone or Assembly Overlay. 
(f) Make recommendations to the mayor and city council regarding proposed developments, buildings and structures 

(including signs) that require conditional use hearings and/or zoning change hearings, generally within the city and, 
more specifically, within the Tara Boulevard Overlay, Arts & Entertainment District Overlay Zone or Assembly 
Overlay. 

(g) Make recommendations to the city manager and community development director regarding significant exterior 
modifications to existing developments, buildings and structures (including signs) that do not require public zoning 
hearings and do not lie within the historic district or overlays. 

(h) Make recommendations to the city manager and community development director regarding significant proposed 
developments, buildings and structures (including signs) that do not require public zoning hearings and do not lie 
within the historic district or overlays. 

(i) Make recommendations to the mayor and city council regarding proposed text amendments to the city zoning code. 
(j) Make recommendations to the mayor and city council regarding applicable facade grant applications for existing 

buildings and structures within the city. 

Sec. 86-489. - General regulations. 

(a) Messages. Any sign allowed under this article may contain any message, except those displaying any statement, word, 
character or illustration of an obscene nature. 

(b) Nonresidential zoning districts. In nonresidential zoning districts signs shall be permitted in the following combination of 
wall and ground signs subject to the provisions hereinafter stated: 

(1) Lot with one building, which building is currently occupied pursuant to a current and valid certificate of occupancy issued 
by the city. 

a. Combination of one wall sign and one ground sign, subject to the respective size limitations in section 86-490. In 
addition to section 86-490, each wall sign shall not exceed seven and one-half percent of the exterior building facade, 
without an approved variance. 

b. Single building on multiple frontage lots are allowed a total of ten percent of the exterior building facade for wall signs, 
and may have one additional wall sign, and one additional ground sign (subject to the size limitations in section 86-
490). When calculating their allowed square footage, buildings on multiple frontage lots shall base their calculations 
on the facade with the primary entrance and/or architectural features of the building. Otherwise, the facade used shall 
be that facade which faces the public road of the greatest capacity. The classification of streets in the thoroughfare 
plan shall be the basis for determining street capacity. 

Sec. 86-490. - Regulated signs. 

(a) Ground signs, which are permanent, shall be permitted in nonresidential zoning districts. No ground sign shall have a 
height greater than six feet above normal grade, or a sign face area greater than 35 square feet (each side) for lots 
with a single building and 45 square feet (each side) for planned centers. Ground sign setbacks shall be as follows: 
The replacement panel will be 4 feet high and 8 feet wide, for 32 square feet on each side.  The location of the 
sign framework is not changing. 
(1) No portion of a ground sign shall be located within ten feet of a street right-of-way on a corner lot (public and 

private streets), or within ten feet of any major structure or building.  The location of the sign framework is not 
changing. 

(2) On non-corner lots, no portion of a ground sign shall be located within three feet of a street right-of-way, or closer 
than one foot from the closest edge of a nearby sidewalk, whichever distance into the property is greater, or 
within ten feet of any major structure or building. n/a 

(3) No portion of a ground sign shall be located within two feet of the back of curb of any vehicular parking aisles. n/a 
(4) For proposed ground signs along Tara Boulevard and other arterial city streets, the setbacks of subsection 86-

489(d)(8) shall apply. n/a 

Regardless of the right-of-way, no new ground sign shall obscure the view of an existing sign from the street right-of-way, or 
conflict with any other existing appurtenances on the subject property. Changeable copy shall not exceed 33 percent of the 
area of the sign face. Ground signs are allowed only on lots upon which there is a building which is currently occupied 
pursuant to a current and valid certificate of occupancy issued by the city or which is currently being developed under an 

https://library.municode.com/ga/jonesboro/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH86ZO_ARTXVISI_S86-490RESI
https://library.municode.com/ga/jonesboro/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH86ZO_ARTXVISI_S86-490RESI
https://library.municode.com/ga/jonesboro/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH86ZO_ARTXVISI_S86-490RESI
https://library.municode.com/ga/jonesboro/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH86ZO_ARTXVISI_S86-490RESI
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active building permit issued by the city. No electronics.  Changeable copy to announce events will be used as it was 
with the existing panel.  Changeable copy will comprise about 80% of the sign face, as it did with the existing panel. 

Sec. 86-495. - Historic districts. 

The purpose of this section is to ensure that signage in the historic district is harmonious in proportion, form, color, and 
materials to the character of said district. Visual relatedness is crucial to the goal of an integrated historic district, and signs 
play a key role in helping to preserve the historical district's sense of time and place, and to achieve the desired effect of 
charm and compatibility. No sign shall be erected, altered, restored or moved within the historic district until an application for 
a certificate of appropriateness as to exterior architectural features and signage has been reviewed and approved by the 
historic preservation commission and the design review commission subject to the notice and public hearing requirement(s) 
as set forth in O.C.G.A. § 36-66-4(g). All proposed changes requiring a certificate of appropriateness shall comply with the 
applicable design standards in the 2005 zoning ordinance. 

(1) Applicability. This section shall apply only to those structures and uses within the geographical boundaries of the 
historic districts, the H-1 and H-2 zoning districts, and nonresidential properties within the historic residential overlay. 

(2) Compatibility. As to signs, buildings, structures, and uses within the historic districts, when a provision of this section 
conflicts with any section in the balance of this article, the provision of this section shall control. Otherwise, to the 
extent reasonably possible, the provisions of this section shall be interpreted consistent with the provisions of the 
balance of this article. 

(3) Signage standards. 

a. General. Signage shall complement the architectural details of the building and shall not violate or otherwise obscure the 
architecture of the building to which it is attached. Signs, lettering, or boxed graphics shall not cut across columns, cornices, 
windowsills, arches or balconies, nor extend above the roofline (except for parapets and mansards) of any building to which it 
is attached.  Sign will not obscure building; not a wall sign. 

b. Lettering, size, and content. Letters can be painted or mounted directly on a signboard, storefront, wall or window, if in 
proportion to the storefront. Lots in the H-1 and H-2 historic districts are allowed the same amount of signage as lots outside 
of the H-1 and H-2 historic districts. In the H-1 and H-2 historic districts, canopy signs and hanging or suspended signs may 
be utilized. Provided, however, in no case may the total signage area exceed ten percent of the building face to which the 
sign is attached. Acceptable lettering materials include wood, stone, synthetic stone, metal, and acrylic. The overall design of 
all signage shall be compatible with the turn-of-the-century theme of the historic district. n/a 

c. Materials. Signs may be constructed of concrete, brick, wood, stone, metal, glass, or synthetic materials that have the 
same appearance of the aforementioned natural materials due to their finish. All materials shall be compatible with the 
building's architecture and should be colorfast and resistant to corrosion. Signs shall be professionally finished in accordance 
with the material selected, whether by sanding, painting, staining and/or sealing, with the edges of the sign framed out and/or 
sealed. Aluminum, like it was before. 

d. Lighting. All signs in the historic district, whether ground signs or wall signs, shall only be illuminated by an external light 
source, and through craftsmanship and materials, shall reflect the design aesthetics of the historic district.  So noted.  Sign 
will not be internally illuminated.  Will be lit by a ground light shining up, as before. 

e. Colors. The historic preservation commission and the design review commission shall consider the context of the 
surrounding area when reviewing the color of a proposed sign in the historic districts; however, the colors and logos of 
nationally and regionally recognized businesses shall not be prohibited.  Color scheme is similar to old panel and also 
reflects masonic lodge colors. 

f. Awning and canopy signs. Awnings or canopies over doors, entrances, windows or outside service areas are permitted in 
the H-1 historic district. Professionally applied forms, graphics, symbols, lettering, or other visual presentation may be 
incorporated into the awning or canopy valance/drop flap but are restricted to 20 percent of the awning field. Size of the 
signage shall be computed as for a wall sign. Signage pursuant to this subsection shall be included within the overall amount 
of signage allowed under section 86-489. Awnings or canopies shall clear sidewalks by seven feet in height, and project no 
more than six feet from the building. Canvas or synthetic look-alike canvas are the only materials permitted for awnings and 
canopies. Metal or vinyl may be approved for awnings or canopies if the overall design is consistent with the H-1 historic 
district's turn-of-the-century theme. Awnings or canopies may not be backlit. Metal awnings and canopies are preferred. n/a 

https://library.municode.com/ga/jonesboro/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH86ZO_ARTXVISI_S86-489GERE
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g. Hanging or suspended signs. Hanging, suspended, or projecting signs are permitted and shall clear sidewalks by seven 
feet in height, and project or drop no more than 36 inches from the building. Hanging or suspended signs should project or 
drop from a wall or roof at a 90-degree angle. Hanging or suspending signs over driveways, alleys, or parking areas is 
prohibited. Hanging, suspended, or projecting signs shall be limited to a maximum size of six square feet, and if double sided, 
shall be calculated as only one sign. One hanging, suspended, or projecting sign per business is permitted, and shall be 
calculated as part of the total signage area allowed under section 86-489. Attractive hardware for hanging is encouraged. n/a 

h. Window signs. Interior window signs shall not exceed 25 percent of the total window area exposed to public view. Window 
signs shall not be included within the overall amount of signage allowed under section 86-489. n/a 

i. Special events. Additional signage is permitted in the historic district under section 86-494, provided that all such additional 
signage conforms to the aesthetic standards of the historic district. n/a 

j. Ground signs. Ground signs may hang or suspend from a horizontal support that is affixed to the ground by vertical post. 
Pre-existing post used. 

k. [Monument ground signs.] Monument ground signs, mounted directly upon the ground and not raised by vertical supports, 
may be allowed in the H-1 and H-2 zoning districts, and nonresidential properties within the historic residential overlay, 
conforming to the following standards: n/a 

• 1. Shall not have a total height greater than four feet above normal grade. 

• 2. Shall not have a total width greater than eight feet (edge of frame to edge of frame). 

• 3. Shall have a brick or stone base and similar vertical supports. Sign face panel shall be composed of painted wood or 
high-quality metal. 

• 4. Shall be illuminated on sides facing streets with external lighting. 

• 5. Shall be provided appropriate-sized landscaping (shrubs, flowers) around the base. 

• 6. May be located five feet away from the right-of-way line, provided that the sign does not block the view of vehicles 
leaving the property. 

• 7. On non-corner lots, may be located three feet away from the right-of-way line, or no closer than one foot from the 
closest edge of a nearby sidewalk, whichever distance into the property is greater, or within ten feet of any major 
structure or building. On corner lots, the same minimum setback of section 86-490 shall apply. 

l. A-frame signs. A-frame or "sandwich" signs are allowed at the rate of one per business or parcel. A-frame signs shall not 
obstruct pedestrian or vehicular routes. 

Sign panel will be an upgrade to the existing panel and should not be a detriment or unharmonious to the Historic 
District, even with the 80% changeable copy.  The changeable copy will not change frequently. 

Notes from Design Review meeting on August 5th: 

- Existing wiring and lights will be used. 
- Existing landscaping around sign is adequate. 

Fiscal Impact / Funding Source (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding 
requirements.) 

 Private 

Exhibits Attached    (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.)  

Proposed sign elevation 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Staff Recommendation 

Approval 

 

David Allen, Community Development Director 

  

https://library.municode.com/ga/jonesboro/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH86ZO_ARTXVISI_S86-489GERE
https://library.municode.com/ga/jonesboro/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH86ZO_ARTXVISI_S86-489GERE
https://library.municode.com/ga/jonesboro/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH86ZO_ARTXVISI_S86-494SPEV
https://library.municode.com/ga/jonesboro/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH86ZO_ARTXVISI_S86-490RESI
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Manager) City Manager’s 

Office Typed Name and Title Phone 
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Revised 03/12/09 (Previous versions are obsolete) 

  

                                                                               
       CITY OF JONESBORO DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE 

    Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 
 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

   

Requesting Agency 

Community Development (Ira Lane Coffee LLC, applicant) 

 

Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Review of sign change and exterior color change 
Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Section 86-489. General sign standards; Sec. 86-490. Wall sign standards; Sec. 86-495 Historic District 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

 Yes  No  

Summary & Background 
(First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of 
the relevant details for the item.) 

 Agency recommendation – Approval of Sign Changes and Exterior Color Changes 

This location has hosted a restaurant / café for many years, most recently the Fig Tree Café.  Recently, a 
prospective new owner would like to put a new coffee shop in the building and has proposed some new signage 
and a new color scheme. 

The property is zoned H-1 Historic District.  The property is within the Historic District and therefore will require a 
Certificate of Appropriateness from the Historic Preservation Commission as well. 

Sec. 2-303. - Powers and duties. 

The design review commission has the power to make certain advisory recommendations to the city council, the historic 
preservation commission, and the community development department. The commission's recommendations on review items 
are not binding, but are intended to be utilized by the city council, the historic preservation commission, and the community 
development department in making informed, binding decisions. 

The commission shall be authorized to: 

(a) Make recommendations to the historic preservation commission regarding certificate of appropriateness applications 
for any exterior modifications to existing developments, buildings and structures (including signs) within the historic 
districts and Historic Residential Overlay, prior to the scheduled historic preservation commission hearing on the 
applications. 

(b) Make recommendations to the historic preservation commission regarding certificate of appropriateness applications 
for proposed and replacement developments, buildings and structures (including signs) within the historic districts 
and Historic Residential Overlay, prior to the scheduled historic preservation commission hearing on the applications. 

(c) Make recommendations to the mayor and city council regarding any exterior modifications to existing developments, 
buildings and structures (including signs) that require variances, generally within the city and, more specifically, within 
the Tara Boulevard Overlay, Arts & Entertainment District Overlay Zone or Assembly Overlay. 

(d) Make recommendations to the mayor and city council regarding proposed developments, buildings and structures 

(including signs) that require variances, generally within the city and, more specifically, within the Tara Boulevard 
Overlay, Arts & Entertainment District Overlay Zone or Assembly Overlay. 

(e) Make recommendations to the mayor and city council regarding any exterior modifications to existing developments, 
buildings and structures (including signs) that require conditional use hearings and/or zoning change hearings, 
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generally within the city and, more specifically, within the Tara Boulevard Overlay, Arts & Entertainment District 
Overlay Zone or Assembly Overlay. 

(f) Make recommendations to the mayor and city council regarding proposed developments, buildings and structures 
(including signs) that require conditional use hearings and/or zoning change hearings, generally within the city and, 
more specifically, within the Tara Boulevard Overlay, Arts & Entertainment District Overlay Zone or Assembly 
Overlay. 

(g) Make recommendations to the city manager and community development director regarding significant exterior 
modifications to existing developments, buildings and structures (including signs) that do not require public zoning 
hearings and do not lie within the historic district or overlays. 

(h) Make recommendations to the city manager and community development director regarding significant proposed 
developments, buildings and structures (including signs) that do not require public zoning hearings and do not lie 
within the historic district or overlays. 

(i) Make recommendations to the mayor and city council regarding proposed text amendments to the city zoning code. 
(j) Make recommendations to the mayor and city council regarding applicable facade grant applications for existing 

buildings and structures within the city. 

What is proposed: 

- Changing the existing wall sign from “Fig Tree Café” to “Ira Lane Café.” 
- Replacing a circular hanging sign logo at the entrance. 
- Changing color scheme to Espresso Brown, Cream, Warm Camel, and Taupe 
- New accent lights beside the doors. 

What is remaining the same: 

- Exterior brickwork patterns 
- Location of doors and windows 
- Goosneck lighting above signage 
- Frame for circular hanging sign 

New circular hanging sign logo will be inside the existing frame previously approved for Fig Tree Café.  No size or 
height change. 

The replacement wall sign, like the Fig Tree Café, is lettering, made of aluminum with welded studs.  The total 
size is 27.26 square feet, which would be 5% of the total building façade. 

Sec. 86-489. - General regulations. 

(a) Messages. Any sign allowed under this article may contain any message, except those displaying any statement, word, 
character or illustration of an obscene nature. 

(b) Nonresidential zoning districts. In nonresidential zoning districts signs shall be permitted in the following combination of 
wall and ground signs subject to the provisions hereinafter stated: 

(1) Lot with one building, which building is currently occupied pursuant to a current and valid certificate of occupancy issued 
by the city. 

a. Combination of one wall sign and one ground sign, subject to the respective size limitations in section 86-490. In 
addition to section 86-490, each wall sign shall not exceed seven and one-half percent of the exterior building facade, 
without an approved variance.  Only 5% 

b. Single building on multiple frontage lots are allowed a total of ten percent of the exterior building facade for wall signs, 
and may have one additional wall sign, and one additional ground sign (subject to the size limitations in section 86-
490). When calculating their allowed square footage, buildings on multiple frontage lots shall base their calculations  

 

https://library.municode.com/ga/jonesboro/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH86ZO_ARTXVISI_S86-490RESI
https://library.municode.com/ga/jonesboro/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH86ZO_ARTXVISI_S86-490RESI
https://library.municode.com/ga/jonesboro/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH86ZO_ARTXVISI_S86-490RESI
https://library.municode.com/ga/jonesboro/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH86ZO_ARTXVISI_S86-490RESI
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 on the facade with the primary entrance and/or architectural features of the building. Otherwise, the facade used shall   be 
that facade which faces the public road of the greatest capacity. The classification of streets in the thoroughfare plan shall be 
the basis for determining street capacity. n/a 

Sec. 86-490. - Regulated signs. 

(b) Wall signs shall be permitted in nonresidential zoning districts. Permitted area of wall signs shall not exceed 150 square 
feet. No single building or unit shall be permitted more than one wall sign except for multiple frontage lots as provided in 
section 86-489(b)(l). Wall signs are allowed only upon a building which is currently occupied pursuant to a current and valid 
certificate of occupancy issued by the city or which is currently being developed under an active building permit issued by the 
city. Wall sign is 27.26 square feet total. 

Sec. 86-495. - Historic districts. 

The purpose of this section is to ensure that signage in the historic district is harmonious in proportion, form, color, and 
materials to the character of said district. Visual relatedness is crucial to the goal of an integrated historic district, and signs 
play a key role in helping to preserve the historical district's sense of time and place, and to achieve the desired effect of 
charm and compatibility. No sign shall be erected, altered, restored or moved within the historic district until an application for 
a certificate of appropriateness as to exterior architectural features and signage has been reviewed and approved by the 
historic preservation commission and the design review commission subject to the notice and public hearing requirement(s) 
as set forth in O.C.G.A. § 36-66-4(g). All proposed changes requiring a certificate of appropriateness shall comply with the 
applicable design standards in the 2005 zoning ordinance. 

(1) Applicability. This section shall apply only to those structures and uses within the geographical boundaries of the 
historic districts, the H-1 and H-2 zoning districts, and nonresidential properties within the historic residential overlay. 

(2) Compatibility. As to signs, buildings, structures, and uses within the historic districts, when a provision of this section 
conflicts with any section in the balance of this article, the provision of this section shall control. Otherwise, to the 
extent reasonably possible, the provisions of this section shall be interpreted consistent with the provisions of the 
balance of this article. 

(3) Signage standards. 

a. General. Signage shall complement the architectural details of the building and shall not violate or otherwise obscure the 
architecture of the building to which it is attached. Signs, lettering, or boxed graphics shall not cut across columns, cornices, 
windowsills, arches or balconies, nor extend above the roofline (except for parapets and mansards) of any building to which it 
is attached.  Wall sign will not obscure architectural details. 

b. Lettering, size, and content. Letters can be painted or mounted directly on a signboard, storefront, wall or window, if in 
proportion to the storefront. Lots in the H-1 and H-2 historic districts are allowed the same amount of signage as lots outside 
of the H-1 and H-2 historic districts. In the H-1 and H-2 historic districts, canopy signs and hanging or suspended signs may 
be utilized. Provided, however, in no case may the total signage area exceed ten percent of the building face to which the 
sign is attached. Acceptable lettering materials include wood, stone, synthetic stone, metal, and acrylic. The overall design of 
all signage shall be compatible with the turn-of-the-century theme of the historic district. Design will be compatible. 

c. Materials. Signs may be constructed of concrete, brick, wood, stone, metal, glass, or synthetic materials that have the 
same appearance of the aforementioned natural materials due to their finish. All materials shall be compatible with the 
building's architecture and should be colorfast and resistant to corrosion. Signs shall be professionally finished in accordance 
with the material selected, whether by sanding, painting, staining and/or sealing, with the edges of the sign framed out and/or 
sealed. Aluminum letters. 

d. Lighting. All signs in the historic district, whether ground signs or wall signs, shall only be illuminated by an external light 
source, and through craftsmanship and materials, shall reflect the design aesthetics of the historic district.  So noted.  Sign 
will not be internally illuminated.  Will be lit by gooseneck lights shining down. 

e. Colors. The historic preservation commission and the design review commission shall consider the context of the 
surrounding area when reviewing the color of a proposed sign in the historic districts; however, the colors and logos of 
nationally and regionally recognized businesses shall not be prohibited.  Color scheme is similar to former Fig Tree sign.  
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f. Awning and canopy signs. Awnings or canopies over doors, entrances, windows or outside service areas are permitted in 
the H-1 historic district. Professionally applied forms, graphics, symbols, lettering, or other visual presentation may be 
incorporated into the awning or canopy valance/drop flap but are restricted to 20 percent of the awning field. Size of the 
signage shall be computed as for a wall sign. Signage pursuant to this subsection shall be included within the overall amount 
of signage allowed under section 86-489. Awnings or canopies shall clear sidewalks by seven feet in height, and project no 
more than six feet from the building. Canvas or synthetic look-alike canvas are the only materials permitted for awnings and 
canopies. Metal or vinyl may be approved for awnings or canopies if the overall design is consistent with the H-1 historic 
district's turn-of-the-century theme. Awnings or canopies may not be backlit. Metal awnings and canopies are preferred. n/a 

g. Hanging or suspended signs. Hanging, suspended, or projecting signs are permitted and shall clear sidewalks by seven 
feet in height, and project or drop no more than 36 inches from the building. Hanging or suspended signs should project or 
drop from a wall or roof at a 90-degree angle. Hanging or suspending signs over driveways, alleys, or parking areas is 
prohibited. Hanging, suspended, or projecting signs shall be limited to a maximum size of six square feet, and if double sided, 
shall be calculated as only one sign. One hanging, suspended, or projecting sign per business is permitted, and shall be 
calculated as part of the total signage area allowed under section 86-489. Attractive hardware for hanging is encouraged. In 
previously approved framework. 

h. Window signs. Interior window signs shall not exceed 25 percent of the total window area exposed to public view. Window 
signs shall not be included within the overall amount of signage allowed under section 86-489. n/a 

i. Special events. Additional signage is permitted in the historic district under section 86-494, provided that all such additional 
signage conforms to the aesthetic standards of the historic district. n/a 

j. Ground signs. Ground signs may hang or suspend from a horizontal support that is affixed to the ground by vertical post. 
n/a 

l. A-frame signs. A-frame or "sandwich" signs are allowed at the rate of one per business or parcel. A-frame signs shall not 
obstruct pedestrian or vehicular routes.  One A-frame sign shown. 

The new exterior building color scheme will be Earth tones and will provide an appropriate, lighter face to the 
building. 

Notes from Design Review meeting, 8.5.26: 

- This will be a full café with a cooking kitchen. 

Update for Historic Preservation meeting: 

Applicant provided picture of rear wall sign (previously unavailable), which replaces the Fig Tree Café sign at the 
rear and meets the size standards for the Historic District. 

Fiscal Impact / Funding Source (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding 
requirements.) 

 Private 

Exhibits Attached    (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.)  

Proposed sign and building elevation 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Staff Recommendation 

Approval 

 

David Allen, Community Development Director 

  

https://library.municode.com/ga/jonesboro/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH86ZO_ARTXVISI_S86-489GERE
https://library.municode.com/ga/jonesboro/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH86ZO_ARTXVISI_S86-489GERE
https://library.municode.com/ga/jonesboro/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH86ZO_ARTXVISI_S86-489GERE
https://library.municode.com/ga/jonesboro/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH86ZO_ARTXVISI_S86-494SPEV
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