ESTUARY TRANSIT DISTRICT
RIVER LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

MEETING

ETD Offices, 91 N. Main St, Middletown, CT
with Remote Option

February 18, 2026 at 11:30 AM
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Agenda

Call to Order - J. Gay, Chair

Roll Call - J. Gay

Governor's Budget
Microtransit/Extra Mile

AFL/CIO Proposed Bill

PA 24-5

Other Connecticut Legislative Issues
Elimination of Transit Funding in Federal Transportation Bill
Other Business

Adjournment

Next Meeting - TBD

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84382935903?pwd=5GmKpBGpRemPX0ON6JxiDwK4eOWASft.1&
jst=1

Meeting ID: 843 8293 5903

Passcode: 675509

One tap mobile
+13126266799,,84382935903#,,,,¥675509# US (Chicago)
+16469313860,,84382935903#,,,,*675509# US

Language Assistance is available. If you need assistance, please call Chris at 860-510-0429 ext. 104 at

least 48 hours prior to the meeting.
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Written Testimony on the Department of Transportation Budget
Dear Joint Appropriations Committee Members:

As the Executive Director of River Valley Transit, I'm writing to make two requests on behalf of my
colleagues in the other 13 transit districts and the workers, students, disabled residents, senior citizens,
families — essentially constituents across the state — who need bus service to live full, productive lives.
First - the micro-transit pilot service established by Public Act 22-40 has been a resounding success, with
ridership on our pilots up 102% from January 2025 to January 2026. But funding for what has become a
popular and essential service is set to expire June 30. | write to request that you save the service you
created by appropriating the $10 million it takes to operate this service statewide. This program is not
funded in the Governor’s proposed DOT budget.

My second request is for an appropriation of $2 million over the Governor’s $9 million proposed in the DOT
Bus Operations line item for scheduled bus service across the state in order to maintain service at existing
levels.

Your Connecticut transit districts and CTtransit provide fixed-route, demand-response and micro-transit
public transportation services in addition to a taxi voucher program and seasonal services.

These services are available to all residents, but we find that they are vital for service sector workers who
need to show up in person every day at work. Think certified nursing assistants in our hospitals and
nursing homes; workers who provide food and cleaning services in those same facilities; hospitality workers
in our tourism sector; FedEx workers who ensure your package is delivered from the massive distribution
center in Middletown.

These service are also vital to students attending community colleges, disabled citizens living
independently who need to get to doctor’s offices and grocery stores, senior citizens who can no longer
drive or who choose not to drive, workers and families in rural towns where bus service is a lifeline for jobs,
shopping, and simply staying connected to community.

Those are the vital reasons this funding is needed. But it is also needed because bus service helps reduce
the number of private vehicles on the roads, reducing congestion and air pollution.

I'd like to share just a few facts to support my requests and to offer evidence of how many of your
constituents use public transit bus services:
e The statewide bus system provided 34 million passenger trips in 2025, with many systems at or
above pre-COVID ridership levels — bus service is working!
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e RVT’s fixed-route ridership alone increased 17% in 2025
e RVT’s ADA paratransit trips increased 9% and many other agencies report increases

As for the 11 micro-transit pilots threatened with closure:
¢ More than 350,000 trips have been taken on these pilots since April of 2024, and over 31,000 trips
are now taken each month

o Pilot ridership is still growing, with pilots running over one year experiencing an increase in trips of
50% in December 2025 compared to December 2024.

e All 11 pilots will end June 30, as there is no funding in the Governor’s proposed 2027 DOT budget
to continue these services

¢ Our River Valley Transit micro-transit service provides first and last-mile connections to Shoreline
East in Guilford and Madison, essential rural service in East Hampton, north Guilford and north
Madison and connects Wesleyan students to businesses and volunteer opportunities in Middletown.

e These pilots also fill inner-city transit gaps in places like New London, New Haven, Stamford and
Norwalk, create new mobility opportunities in suburbs like Trumbull and Enfield and offer more cost-
effective night service in places like Ansonia, Shelton and Milford.

In closing, bus service keeps our most essential, front-line workers working. It helps students get to school
and disabled and senior citizens accomplish vital tasks — and stay connected. It is part of the economic
fabric of virtually every municipality in the state.

| ask that you consider this total of $12 million as part transportation, part economic development, part
social service, part healthcare, and part environment. | hope you agree it is a wise and vital investment for
your constituents.

Respectfully submitted,

Joseph Comerford, Executive Director
Estuary Transit District

RIVER VALLEY TRANSIT 91 N MAIN STREET
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SPECIAL TRANSPORTATION FUND

Ensuring Continued  Support for Public
Transportation

The Governor's budget continues to support
public transportation, fueling connectivity and
continuing support for expanded workforce-
informed transit options. Funding for public
transportation networks tops $650.8 million in FY
2027, a proposed increase of $30.6 million over the
enacted budget. The budget seeks to
simultaneously invest in transportation while
balancing significant escalating outyear fiscal

pressures.

Connecticut’s rail and bus networks are supported
with additional funding of $19.7 million and $9.4
million respectively. Cost growth in both
networks continues to outpace ticket sales and
revenue growth. Within the rail network, costs
continue to be subsidized with soon expiring

27

federal COVID-19 relief funds - $51.1 million in FY
2026 and $45.6 million in FY 2027 - creating an
outyear fiscal cliff when those funds expire in the
next biennium.

Supporting  Students and Veterans Through
Reduced Bus Fares

The Governor recommends funding of $3.5
million to establish reduced bus transportation
fares for K-12 students and veterans. Students
would be able to access public bus services at a
50% discount, while veterans would be able to ride
fare-free through passes issued by the state
Department of Veterans Affairs. Enhancing access
and mobility for these populations recognizes
education opportunities, student needs, and the
service of Connecticut veterans.
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SUMMARY of EXPENDITURES, APPROPRIATIONS, ADJUSTMENTS, and RECOMMENDATIONS

"

TOTAL - GENERAL FUND
TOTAL - HEALTH AND HOSPITALS

TRANSPORTATION

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATICN (DOTS7000}
10010 - Personal Services

10020 - Other Expenses

10050 - Equipment

10070 - Minor Capital Projects

12017 - Highway Planning And Research

12168 - Rail Operations

12175 - Bus Operations

12378 - ADA Para-transit Program

12379 - Non-ADA Dial-A-Ride Program

12518 - Pay-As-You-Go Transportation Projects
12590 - Port Authority

12630 - Transportation Asset Management
16276 - Transportation to Wark

17036 - Town Aid Read Grants

TOTAL - SPECIAL TRANSPORTATION FUND
10020 - Other Expenses

TOTAL - CANNABIS REGULATORY FUND

TOTAL - DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

TOTAL - TRANSPORTATION

HUMAN SERVICES

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES [DSS60000)
10010 - Personal Services

10020 - Other Expenses

12197 - Genetic Tests in Paternity Actions
12239 - HUSKY 8 Program

12644 - Substance Use Disorder Waiver Reserve
16020 - Medicaid

16061 - Old Age Assistance

16071 - Aid To The Blind

16077 - Aid To The Disabled

16090 - Temporary Family Assistance - TANF
16096 - Emergency Assistance

16098 - Foed Stamp Training Expenses

16109 - DMHAS-Disproportionate Share

16114 - Connecticut Heme Care Program

16118 - Human Respurce Development-Hispanic Programs

16128 - Safety Net Services
16139 - Refunds Of Collections

FY 2027
Actual Estimated Net

FY 2025 FY 2026 Appropriated Adjustments Recommended
377,931 392,213 392,213 ] 392,213
2,488,337,1%9 2,560,808,657 2,594,636,599 4,808,302 2,599,444,90]
223,464,007 236,076,271 236,076,271 o 236,076,271
67,639,157 63,434,586 63,434,586 o 63,434,586
2,106,004 1,376,329 1,376,329 800,000 2,176,329
798,680 449,639 449,639 o 449,639
4,076,169 3,060,131 3,060,131 845,000 3,905,131
283,570,938 316,004,297 318,803,218 19,663,303 338,466,521
292,425,217 296,608,656 301,407,448 9,358,519 310,765,967
40,449,542 51,982,687 51,982,687 1,553,227 53,535,914
576,361 576,361 576,361 0 576,361
41,388,754 18,054,208 18,054,208 0 18,054,208
400,000 0 0 0 0
3,003,158 3,004,254 3,004,254 0 3,004,254
2,370,629 2,370,629 2,370,629 0 2,370,629
60,000,000 0 8] 0 0
1,022,268,697 992,998,048 1,000,595,761 32,220,045 1,632,815,810
549,962 550,000 550,000 s} 550,000
549,962 550,000 550,000 0 550,000
1,022,818,659 993,548,048  1,001,145,761 32,220,049  1,033,365,810
1,022,818,659 993,548,048 1,001,145,761 32,220,049  1,033,365,810
152,469,641 155,258,860 159,660,660 3,270,000 162,930,660
161,600,738 169,190,000 168,068,200 1,900,000 169,968,200
33,154 81906 81,906 0 81,906
26,291,749 29,950,000 32,760,000 430,000 33,190,000
0 18,370,000 18,370,000 (11,105,000} 7,265,000
3,605,974,692  3,871,480000  3,950,330,000 (5,865,000  3,944,465,000
52,915,460 60,750,000 56,900,000 5,700,000 62,600,000
636,107 873,700 657,800 302,200 960,000
53,812,571 57,220,000 56,020,000 3,280,000 59,300,000
60,043,289 52,900,000 75,400,000 (21,400,000} 54,000,000
0 1 1 0 1
11,030 9341 9,341 o 9,341
108,935,000 108,935,000 108,935,000 o] 108,935,000
45,634,881 52,750,000 51,180,000 5,000,000 56,180,000
877,142 1,095,342 1,070,348 0 1,070,348
1,495,191 1,535,176 1,500,145 0 1,500,145
89,965 89,965 89,965 0 89,965
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

AGENCY PURPOSE

¢ To provide a safe and efficient intermodal transportation network that improves the quality of life and promotes economic

vitality for the state and the region.

¢ To construct, repair, and maintain the state highway system consisting of over 10,000 lane miles and 4,126 bridges.
* To construct, repair, and maintain the state public transportation system.
¢ To provide rail service along the New Haven Line, New Canaan Line, Danbury Line, Waterbury Line, Shore Line East and Hartford

Line.

¢ To provide continued operation of all urban and rural bus services, ridesharing and transportation demand management

programs.

¢ To provide safe, efficient and cost-effective CTtransit, CTtransit express and CTfastrak bus services.

* To provide financial aid, policy guidance and program support to the state’s 15 transit districts.

* To provide effective regulation of the taxi, livery, charter bus, household goods, and transportation network companies.
* To maintain and operate the Connecticut River ferry services.

¢ To focus available resources in the most effective manner; to ensure that all transportation systems are operated and

maintained in a safe manner; to maintain all transportation systems in a state of good repair; to make investments that increase
the productivity of existing systems; to utilize transportation investments to promote and facilitate economic development; and
to provide additional transportation capacity where it is essential.

* To promote efforts to reduce injuries and fatalities as a result of traffic crashes related to driver behavior on Connecticut

roadways.

* To support and adhere to responsible growth principles and ensure that transportation projects are consistent with the state's

plan of conservation and development, Connecticut’s energy strategy plan, and the state's climate change efforts.

* To place special emphasis on working with other state agencies and municipalities to promote development at and near transit

stations as a means of maximizing the state’s investment in transit and supporting economic growth.

* To monitor transportation trends and forecast future needs of the transportation system and to develop transportation plans

and services to address those needs.

¢ To ensure compliance with federal requirements and maintain eligibility for federal funds, and to maximize the amount of

federal transportation funding for Connecticut.

RECOMMENDED ADJUSTMENTS

Baseline Adjustments

* Adjust Funding for Rail Operations to Reflect Revenue and Spending Trends 19,663,303
¢ Adjust Funding for Bus Operations to Reflect Revenue and Spending Trends 6,858,519
* Adjust Funding for ADA Paratransit Services to Reflect Revenue and Spending Trends 1,553,227
* Annualize Expenditure Requirements for Highway Planning and Research 845,000
* Annualize Equipment Expenditures 800,000
Expansions
¢ Provide Funding for Bus Fare Reductions for Students and Veterans 2,500,000
AGENCY SUMMARY

Personnel Summary FY 2025 FY 2026 FY 2027 FY 2027 Net FY 2027 Revised

Authorized Estimated Appropriated Adjustment Recommended

Special Transportation Fund 3,567 3,567 3,567 0 3,567

Financial Summary FY 2025 Actual FY 2026 FY 2027 FY 2027 Net FY 2027 Revised

Estimated Appropriated Adjustments Recommended

Special Transportation Fund

Common Appropriations

Personal Services 223,464,008 236,076,271 236,076,271 0 236,076,271
Other Expenses 67,639,201 63,434,586 63,434,586 0 63,434,586
Equipment 2,106,004 1,376,329 1,376,329 800,000 2,176,329
Minor Capital Projects 798,680 449,639 449,639 0 449,639
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TOTAL-Common Appropriations
Other Current Expenses .
Highway Planning And Research
Rail Operations

Bus Operations

ADA Para-transit Program
Non-ADA Dial-A-Ride Program
Pay-As-You-Go Transportation Projects
Port Authority

Transportation Asset Management
TOTAL-Other Current Expenses
Pmts to Other Than Local Govts
Transportation to Work

Pmts to Local Gavernments

Town Aid Road Grants

TOTAL-Special Transportation Fund

Cannabis Regulatory Fund
Common Appropriations

Other Expenses

TOTAL-Cannabis Regulatory Fund
TOTAL-ALL FUNDS

294,007,893 301,336,825 301,336,825 200,000 302,136,825
4,076,169 3,060,131 3,060,131 845,000 3,905,131
283,570,939 316,004,297 318,803,218 19,663,303 338,466,521
292,425,217 296,608,656 301,407,448 9,358,519 310,765,967
40,449,542 51,982,687 51,982,687 1,553,227 53,535,914
576,361 576,361 576,361 0 576,361
41,388,792 18,054,208 18,054,208 0 18,054,208
400,000 0 0 0 0
3,003,157 3,004,254 3,004,254 0 3,004,254
665,890,177 689,290,594 696,888,307 31,420,049 728,308,356
2,370,629 2,370,629 2,370,629 0 2,370,629
60,000,000 0 0 ¢ 0
1,022,268,699 992,598,048 1,000,595,761 32,220,049 1,032,815,810
549,963 550,000 550,000 0 550,000
549,963 550,000 550,000 0 550,000
1,022,818,662 093,548,048 1,001, 145,761 32,220,049 1,033,365,810
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General Assembly

Proposed Bill No. 9

February Session, 2026

Introduced by:

SEN. LOONEY, 11th Dist.
SEN. DUFF, 25th Dist.
SEN. ANWAR, 3rd Dist.
SEN. CABRERA, 17th Dist.
SEN. COHEN, 12th Dist.
SEN. FLEXER, 29th Dist.

SEN. GADKAR-WILCOX, 22nd Dist.

SEN. GASTON, 23rd Dist.
SEN. HARTLEY, 15th Dist.
SEN. HOCHADEL, 13th Dist.
SEN. HONIG, 8th Dist.

SEN. KUSHNER, 24th Dist.

LCO No. 578

#0005 78 «

Referred to Committee on TRANSPORTATION

SEN.
SEN.
SEN.
SEN.
SEN.
SEN.
SEN.
SEN.
SEN.
SEN.
SEN.

LESSER, 9th Dist.
LOPES, 6th Dist.
MAHER, 26th Dist.
MARONEY, 14th Dist.
MARX, 20th Dist.
MCCRORY, 2nd Dist.
MILLER P., 27th Dist.
NEEDLEMAN, 33rd Dist.
OSTEN, 19th Dist.
RAHMAN, 4th Dist.
SLAP, 5th Dist.

AN ACT SUPPORTING COMMUTERS AND MICROTRANSIT

SERVICES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General

Assembly convened:

That sufficient funds be appropriated to the Department of

Transportation for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027, for the

continuation of the microtransit services pilot program.

Statement of Purpose:

To provide funding for on-demand microtransit services in the state.

LCO No. 578
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General Assembly Proposed Bill No. 5100

February Session, 2026 LCO No. 830
« 00830+

Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS

Introduced by:

REP. PAOLILLO A., 97th Dist. REP. WALKER, 93rd Dist.

SEN. LOONEY, 11th Dist. REP. WINTER, 94th Dist.

SEN. WINFIELD, 10th Dist. REP. CANDELARIA J., 95th Dist.
REP. DILLON, 92nd Dist. REP. LEMAR, 96th Dist.

AN ACT PROVIDING FUNDING FOR THE MICROTRANSIT PILOT
PROGRAM.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

That sufficient funds be appropriated to the Department of
Transportation for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027, for the
continuation of the Department of Transportation's microtransit
services pilot program, including three million one hundred thousand
dollars for microtransit services in the city of New Haven.

Statement of Purpose:
To provide funding for the continuation of the Department of
Transportation's microtransit pilot program.

LCO No. 830 1of 1



Microtransit Pilot Programs in Connecticut (As of April 2, 2025)

Participating
Agencies

City of Stamford
https://www.stamfordct.gov/

.ﬂ”l“l: CITY OF

STAMFORD
ihnaVl’ffhs since- 1641

Greater Bridgeport Transit (GBT)

https://gogbt.com/

GREATER
BRIDGEPORT
TRANSIT

Greater Hartford Transit District
(GHTD)
https://ghtd.org/

Greater
Hartford
Transit District

Milford Transit District (MTD)
https://www.milfordtransit.com/

(=)

Norwalk Transit District (NTD)
https://www.milfordtransit.com/

River Valley Transit (RVT)

https://rivervalleytransit.com/
RIVER

\ ’ TRANSIT

Southeast Area Transit (SEAT)
https://www.valleytransit.org/
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Valley Transit District (VTD)
https://www.valleytransit.org/
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City of Stamford

https://city.ridewithvia.com/stamford
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Microtransit Programs by Agency

Norwalk Transit District

1Wheels 2U Norwalk

https://www.wheels2u.org/norwalk

Greater Bridgeport Transit Greater Hartford Trans. Dist.  Milford Transit District Valley Transit District

GBT Connect GHTD Link Milford Micro VTD2GO 71 Wheels 2U Westport
https:/www.gbtconnect.org/ httos:/fwww.ahtdlink. com/ https://www.milfordtransit.com/milford-micro-transport/ https://www.valleytransit.org/vtd2go-micro-transit https://www.wheels2u.org/westport

B MILFORD .'
€ot GHTD Link /NN M2 4V[D2GO é

River Valley Transit

e

.

XtraMile Belltown
(East Hampton)

https:/irivervalleytransit.com/xtramile-belltown/

| XtraMile Madison

& Guilford

https://rivervalleytransit.com/xtramile-madison-guilford/

XtraMile Middletown

https://rivervalleytransit.com/xtramile-middletown/

XtraMile Shoreline

https://rivervalleytransit.com/xtramile-shoreline/

Southeast Area Transit

e

| R

Groton HOP

https://southeastareatransitdistrict.com/routes/
seat-hop-microtransit/

NL Smart Ride

https://southeastareatransitdistrict.com/

routes/new-london-smart-ride-service/
e

NL!

Stonington HOP

https://southeastareatransitdistrict.com/routes/
seat-hop-microtransit/

Waterford HOP

https://southeastareatransitdistrict.com/routes/
seat-hop-microtransit/






