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ESTUARY TRANSIT DISTRICT  

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 
MEETING 

 

ETD Offices, 91 N. Main St, Middletown, CT 
with Remote Option 
February 18, 2026 at 11:30 AM  

 

Agenda 

 

1. Call to Order - J. Gay, Chair 

2. Roll Call - J. Gay 

3. Governor's Budget 

4. Microtransit/Extra Mile 

5. AFL/CIO Proposed Bill 

6. PA 24-5 

7. Other Connecticut Legislative Issues 

8. Elimination of Transit Funding in Federal Transportation Bill 

9. Other Business 

10. Adjournment 

11. Next Meeting - TBD 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84382935903?pwd=5GmKpBGpRemPX0N6JxiDwK4eOWA8ft.1&
jst=1 

Meeting ID: 843 8293 5903 

Passcode: 675509 

--- 

One tap mobile 

+13126266799,,84382935903#,,,,*675509# US (Chicago)  

+16469313860,,84382935903#,,,,*675509# US 

 

 

Language Assistance is available. If you need assistance, please call Chris at 860-510-0429 ext. 104 at 
least 48 hours prior to the meeting.  



 

 
 

Written Testimony on the Department of Transportation Budget 

 

Dear Joint Appropriations Committee Members: 

 

As the Executive Director of River Valley Transit, I’m writing to make two requests on behalf of my 

colleagues in the other 13 transit districts and the workers, students, disabled residents, senior citizens, 

families – essentially constituents across the state — who need bus service to live full, productive lives. 

First - the micro-transit pilot service established by Public Act 22-40 has been a resounding success, with 

ridership on our pilots up 102% from January 2025 to January 2026. But funding for what has become a 

popular and essential service is set to expire June 30. I write to request that you save the service you 

created by appropriating the $10 million it takes to operate this service statewide. This program is not 

funded in the Governor’s proposed DOT budget. 

 

My second request is for an appropriation of $2 million over the Governor’s $9 million proposed in the DOT 

Bus Operations line item for scheduled bus service across the state in order to maintain service at existing 

levels.  

 

Your Connecticut transit districts and CTtransit provide fixed-route, demand-response and micro-transit 

public transportation services in addition to a taxi voucher program and seasonal services. 

 

These services are available to all residents, but we find that they are vital for service sector workers who 

need to show up in person every day at work.  Think certified nursing assistants in our hospitals and 

nursing homes; workers who provide food and cleaning services in those same facilities; hospitality workers 

in our tourism sector; FedEx workers who ensure your package is delivered from the massive distribution 

center in Middletown.  

 

These service are also vital to students attending community colleges, disabled citizens living 

independently who need to get to doctor’s offices and grocery stores, senior citizens who can no longer 

drive or who choose not to drive, workers and families in rural towns where bus service is a lifeline for jobs, 

shopping, and simply staying connected to community.  

 

Those are the vital reasons this funding is needed. But it is also needed because bus service  helps reduce 

the number of private vehicles on the roads, reducing congestion and air pollution.  

 

I’d like to share just a few facts to support my requests and to offer evidence of how many of your 

constituents use public transit bus services: 

• The statewide bus system provided 34 million passenger trips in 2025, with many systems at or 

above pre-COVID ridership levels – bus service is working! 



 

 
 

• RVT’s fixed-route ridership alone increased 17% in 2025  

• RVT’s ADA paratransit trips increased 9% and many other agencies report increases 

As for the 11 micro-transit pilots threatened with closure:       

• More than 350,000 trips have been taken on these pilots since April of 2024, and over 31,000 trips 

are now taken each month 

• Pilot ridership is still growing, with pilots running over one year experiencing an increase in trips of 

50% in December 2025 compared to December 2024. 

• All 11 pilots will end June 30, as there is no funding in the Governor’s proposed 2027 DOT budget 

to continue these services 

• Our River Valley Transit micro-transit service provides first and last-mile connections to Shoreline 

East in Guilford and Madison, essential rural service in East Hampton, north Guilford and north 

Madison and connects Wesleyan students to businesses and volunteer opportunities in Middletown.  

• These pilots also fill inner-city transit gaps in places like New London, New Haven, Stamford and 

Norwalk, create new mobility opportunities in suburbs like Trumbull and Enfield and offer more cost-

effective night service in places like Ansonia, Shelton and Milford. 

In closing, bus service keeps our most essential, front-line workers working. It helps students get to school 

and disabled and senior citizens accomplish vital tasks – and stay connected. It is part of the economic 

fabric of virtually every municipality in the state.  

 

I ask that you consider this total of $12 million as part transportation, part economic development, part 

social service, part healthcare, and part environment. I hope you agree it is a wise and vital investment for 

your constituents.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Joseph Comerford, Executive Director 

Estuary Transit District 
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General Assembly  Proposed Bill No. 9  
February Session, 2026  LCO No. 578 

 
 
Referred to Committee on TRANSPORTATION  
 

 

Introduced by:  
SEN. LOONEY, 11th Dist. 
SEN. DUFF, 25th Dist. 
SEN. ANWAR, 3rd Dist. 
SEN. CABRERA, 17th Dist. 
SEN. COHEN, 12th Dist. 
SEN. FLEXER, 29th Dist. 
SEN. GADKAR-WILCOX, 22nd Dist. 
SEN. GASTON, 23rd Dist. 
SEN. HARTLEY, 15th Dist. 
SEN. HOCHADEL, 13th Dist. 
SEN. HONIG, 8th Dist. 
SEN. KUSHNER, 24th Dist. 

SEN. LESSER, 9th Dist. 
SEN. LOPES, 6th Dist. 
SEN. MAHER, 26th Dist. 
SEN. MARONEY, 14th Dist. 
SEN. MARX, 20th Dist. 
SEN. MCCRORY, 2nd Dist. 
SEN. MILLER P., 27th Dist. 
SEN. NEEDLEMAN, 33rd Dist. 
SEN. OSTEN, 19th Dist. 
SEN. RAHMAN, 4th Dist. 
SEN. SLAP, 5th Dist. 

 
 
 
AN ACT SUPPORTING COMMUTERS AND MICROTRANSIT 
SERVICES. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Assembly convened: 
 

That sufficient funds be appropriated to the Department of 1 

Transportation for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027, for the 2 

continuation of the microtransit services pilot program. 3 

Statement of Purpose:   
To provide funding for on-demand microtransit services in the state.  
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General Assembly  Proposed Bill No. 5100  
February Session, 2026  LCO No. 830 

 
 
Referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS  
 

 

Introduced by:  
REP. PAOLILLO A., 97th Dist. 
SEN. LOONEY, 11th Dist. 
SEN. WINFIELD, 10th Dist. 
REP. DILLON, 92nd Dist. 

REP. WALKER, 93rd Dist. 
REP. WINTER, 94th Dist. 
REP. CANDELARIA J., 95th Dist. 
REP. LEMAR, 96th Dist. 

 
 
 
AN ACT PROVIDING FUNDING FOR THE MICROTRANSIT PILOT 
PROGRAM. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Assembly convened: 
 

That sufficient funds be appropriated to the Department of 1 

Transportation for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027, for the 2 

continuation of the Department of Transportation's microtransit 3 

services pilot program, including three million one hundred thousand 4 

dollars for microtransit services in the city of New Haven. 5 

Statement of Purpose:   
To provide funding for the continuation of the Department of 
Transportation's microtransit pilot program.  
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Microtransit Programs by Agency

Greater Hartford Transit District 
(GHTD)
https://ghtd.org/

Greater Bridgeport Transit (GBT)
https://gogbt.com/

Valley Transit District (VTD) 
https://www.valleytransit.org/

River Valley Transit (RVT)
https://rivervalleytransit.com/

City of Stamford
https://www.stamfordct.gov/

Milford Transit District (MTD) 
https://www.milfordtransit.com/

Norwalk Transit District (NTD)
https://www.milfordtransit.com/

Southeast Area Transit (SEAT)
https://www.valleytransit.org/

Southeast Area Transit

Groton HOP
https://southeastareatransitdistrict.com/routes/
seat-hop-microtransit/

River Valley Transit

NL Smart Ride
https://southeastareatransitdistrict.com/
routes/new-london-smart-ride-service/

Stonington HOP
https://southeastareatransitdistrict.com/routes/
seat-hop-microtransit/

Waterford HOP
https://southeastareatransitdistrict.com/routes/
seat-hop-microtransit/

XtraMile Belltown
(East Hampton)
https://rivervalleytransit.com/xtramile-belltown/

XtraMile Madison
& Guilford
https://rivervalleytransit.com/xtramile-madison-guilford/

XtraMile Middletown
https://rivervalleytransit.com/xtramile-middletown/

XtraMile Shoreline
https://rivervalleytransit.com/xtramile-shoreline/

BELLTOWN

MADISON & GUILFORD

MIDDLETOWN

SHORELINE

Norwalk Transit District

Wheels 2U Norwalk
https://www.wheels2u.org/norwalk

Wheels 2U Westport
https://www.wheels2u.org/westport

Valley Transit District

VTD2GO
https://www.valleytransit.org/vtd2go-micro-transit

Milford Transit District

Milford Micro
https://www.milfordtransit.com/milford-micro-transport/

Greater Hartford Trans. Dist.

GHTD Link
https://www.ghtdlink.com/

Greater Bridgeport Transit

GBT Connect
https://www.gbtconnect.org/

City of Stamford

StamFORWARD
https://city.ridewithvia.com/stamford

Participating 
Agencies

Microtransit Pilot Programs in Connecticut (As of April 2, 2025)




