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CITY OF COOPER CITY

CITY COMMISSION SPECIAT RECOGNITION MEETING
Tuesday, January 25,2022 at 5:30 PM

City Hall Auditorium | 9090 SW 50th Place

MINUTES

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Ross opened the meeting at 5:30 PM and led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance

RO[t CALL

Present were Commissioners Shrouder, Meltzer, Pulcini, Green, and Mayor Ross.

PUBLIC COM MENTS (4 MINUTES)

Pastor Mark Hattabaugh invited the Commission and community to lnternational Holocaust

Remembrance Day. lt will be held on )anuary 27 at 7:00 P.M. at The Pentecostals of Cooper City on 5201

S. Flamingo Road.

Mayor Ross closed the public comments.

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Proclamation for School Choice Week

Mayor Ross read the proclamation, declaring January 23-77,2022, as School Choice Week. He noted the
proclamation will be forwarded to the National School Choice Proclamations Department via the U.S.

mail.

2. Proclamation for Reyna Varela

Mayor Ross read the proclamation of service for Reyna Varela. He presented a Cooper City Challenge

Ms. Varela and thanked her for her service. Ms. Verala expressed her gratitude to the City

3. Yard of the Month - Commissioner Shrouder

Commissioner Shrouder presented the Yard of the Month to Carl and Kathie Bradley from District 4. He

thanked Florida Nursey Mart for the S50 gift card. Mrs. Bradley thanked the Commission for the

recognition.

4. Recognition of Seagis Property Group, LP - Mayor Ross

Mayor Ross presented the Community Service Award to Seagis Property Group LP for the action they

took in advocating for Three Hearts for financial assistance in the form of rent abatement. They thanked

the City for the recognition.

5. Certificate of Achievement Alan Miller

Commissioner Meltzer presented a Certificate of Achievement to Alan Miller for his NYC Marathon

career. He has completed the marathon 35 times in its sO-year history. Mr. Miller thanked the

Commission and noted 80% of his training partners were from Cooper City.

6. Certificate of Recognition Moran Alfasi
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Commissioner Pulcini presented a Certificate of Recognition to Moran Alfasi, the founder of the
Holocaust Heroes Worldwide Foundation. She is a third-generation holocaust survivor. The foundation
is in the memory of her grandmother, a holocaust survivor. Ms. Alfasi thanked the Commission. She

noted South Florida has one of the largest holocaust survivors in the world.

The Commission recessed for two minutes.

7. Student Officers' Swearing-ln Ceremony and Teacher/Staff of the Year Recognition

Mayor Ross asked the school Principals to join him. He read the Certificate for Teacher/Staff of the Year.

He asked each Principal to step forward and recognize their Teacher/Staff of the Year.

o Cooper City High School Principal Vera Perkovic recognized Ms. Misogi Abe as Teacher of the
Year. Ms. Abe has been with Cooper City High School for six years and has been teaching for 1.2

years. Ms. ldania Rodriguez was recognized as Staff of the Year. Ms. Rodriguez is the Office
Manager and confidential Secretary to the Principal.

. Pioneer Middle School Principal Robert Papas recognized Ms. Kathy Wallace as Staff of the Year.

Ms. Wallace could not be in attendance and is a long time member of the Middle School clerical
team. Mr. Richard Uhler was recognized as Teacher of the Year. Mr. Uhler teachesBand.

o Cooper City Elementary School PrincipalTeresita Miranda recognized Brittany Chaples as Staff of
the Year. Ms. Chaples works with the aftercare program. Ms. Connie Gwaltney was recognized
as Teacher of the Year. Ms. Gwaltney is entering her 31't year in education and has been with
Cooper City Elementary for ten years.

o Franklin Academy Charter School Principal Alexandra Fox recognized Ms. Valencia Dublin as

Teacher ofthe Year. Ms. Dublin is a team leader and mentor.
. Embassy Creek Elementary School recognized Ms. Janel Habosha as Teacher of the Year. Ms.

Habosha has been teaching for 22 years and has been with Embassy Creek Elementary for t2
years. Ms. Angella Joseph was recognized as Staff of the Year. Ms. Joseph is head custodian at
Embassy Creek Elementary and has been with the district for 22yeats. Ms, Randi Adario, was last
year's recipient who was unable to be honored. Ms. Adario has been with Embassy Creek for 28
years.

o Griffin Elementary School Principal Angie Moodliya-Jones recognized Ms. Angela Keller as

Teacher of the Year. Ms. Keller has been with the district for 19 years and has been with Griffin
Elementary for nine years as a third grade teacher. Ms. Alicia Ha.jaree was recognized as Staff of
the Year. Ms. Hajaree has been with the district for 18 years.

. Renaissance Charter School Principal Steve Epstein recognized Ms. Adriana Grahm as Teacher of
the Year. Ms. Grahm has been with Renaissance Charter since 2012. Mr. Adrian Opisso was
recognized as Staff of the Year. Mr. Opisso has been with Renaissance Charter School for seven
years.

Mayor Ross asked the Principals and Advisors to join him. Each school called up their Student Officers
for the Swearing-ln Ceremony. Mayor Ross conducted the Oath of Administration.

o Cooper City Elementary School recognized Co-Presidents Jocelyn Acosta and Jake Farmer, Vice-
President Lexi Edelman, Secretary Alexa Lewis, Treasurer Renata Rengifo, Historian Addison
McGowan and Student Advisor Andrea Thomas.

o Embassy Creek Elementary recognized President Shelby Kilman, Vice-President Skylar Lopez and
Secreta ry Jundi Ki.
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o Griffin Elementary School recognized Adrianna Baez.

. Renaissance Charter School recognized President Manuel Castro, Vice-President Madison Clarke

Secretary Sloane Varga, Treasurer Aria Ladd, and Historian Tsz Lam.

o Pioneer Middle School recognized 2020 Teacher of the Year Thomas Dihart, President Grace

Lerner, Vice-President Emma Griffith, Secretary Charlotte Perkins, Treasurer Olivia Jerkersdottir,

Historian Addison Mccowan, 7th Grade Rep Greenleigh Panditaratne and 6th Grade Rep lsabella

McCarthy.
. Cooper City High School recognized Student Government Association President Breckyn Mayer,

Vice-President Marissa Moore, Treasure Kennedy Lerner, Secretary Ellen Huang and Historian

Karlie Valachovic. Senior Officers, President Harris Aversa, Vice-President Danielle Robins

Treasurer Noa Pogany, Recording Secretary Madison Smith and Corresponding Secretary

Samantha Winick. Junior Officers President Grace O'Malley, Vice-President Nicole Nadler,

Treasurer Taylor Morris, Recording Secretary Sophia Safrin, and Corresponding Secretary Katelyn

Lizana. Sophomore Officers President Gina Schoenfeld, Vice-President Shyelle Ben-Simon,

Treasurer WillChartrand and Secretary Hailey Fellerman. Freshman Officers President E lla Shuch,

Vice-President: Ellie Roisman, Treasurer Julian correa and secretary lsabella Landberg.

ADDITIONAL PUBLIC COMMENTS (2 MINUTES}

No pu blic comments.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adj ou r t 6:37 P.M

The m inutes of t nition Meeting ofJanuary 25, 2022 were approved during the Regular City

Commission Me , 2022

o ss, Mayor

Tedra Allen, City Clerk
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