
 

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
Mayor 

Amáda Márquez Simula 
Councilmembers 
Connie Buesgens 

Rachel James 
Justice Spriggs 
Laurel Deneen 
City Manager 

Aaron Chirpich 

City Hall—Shared Vision Room, 3989 Central Ave NE 
Monday, June 02, 2025 

6:00 PM 

AGENDA 

ATTENDANCE INFORMATION FOR THE PUBLIC 
Members of the public who wish to attend may do so in-person, or by using Microsoft Teams Meeting 
at columbiaheightsmn.gov/joinameeting ID 271 361 336 205, Passcode sd66JM7R. For questions, 
please contact Administration at 763-706-3610. 

Auxiliary aids or other accommodations for individuals with disabilities are available upon request when 
the request is made at least 72 hours in advance. Please contact Administration at 763-706-3610 to 
make arrangements. 

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 

1. Columbia Heights City Council and Staff Norms. 
While we are accountable to each other for these norms, the Mayor and City Manager will 
help us adhere to them with respectful reminders and reinforcement as needed. 

WORK SESSION ITEMS 

2. MnDOT: Layout Recommendations for Central Ave. (Cont. from April 7 and May 5, 2025). 
(25 Minutes) 

3. 800 53rd (Medtronic Site) Development Check In. (20 Minutes) 

4. Axon Contract Renewal. (15 Minutes) 

5. Fire Department Fee for Service Updates. (15 Minutes) 

6. Fire Department and Community Development Fee Schedule Updates. (10 Minutes) 

7. Plumbing Repair Program to Enable Water Meter Installation with City Cost Recovery 
from Property Owners.  (20 Minutes) 

8. Xcel Energy Partners in Energy – Energy Action Plan. (15 Minutes) 

9. Community Connector Position for 2026. (15 Minutes) 

10. Purchase of SACA Building. (10 Minutes) 

11. Council Corner.  
Jamboree Parade Assignments. 
Monthly Calendar Sharing.  
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Monthly Event Notification, Attendance and Past Event Updates.  
Monthly Proclamations and Meeting Guests. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Auxiliary aids or other accommodations for individuals with disabilities are available upon request when the request is 
made at least 72 hours in advance. Please contact Administration at 763-706-3610 to make arrangements. 



Columbia Heights City Council and Staff Norms 

While we are accountable to each other for these norms, the Mayor and City Manager will help 

us adhere to them with respectful reminders and reinforcement as needed.  

 

Behavioral Norms 

1. We will assume others best intentions.  
2. We will exercise humility.  

3. We will praise publicly and criticize privately.  

4. We will focus on the policy and not personalities.  

5. We will do our best to de-escalate contentious interactions. 

6. We will provide reasonable notice to the Mayor and City Manager of any changes or additions 

we wish to make at a Council meeting so that the Mayor is prepared to manage the meeting.  

7. We will show respect for one another by: 

a. Paying attention to others when they are speaking. 

b. Not interrupting others. 

c. Listening to understand others, not simply to respond to them.  

d. Honoring each other in public and protecting one another in their absence. 

e. Not bullying others.  

Operational Norms 

1. Council members and staff will respect the Mayor’s role to chair our meetings by: 

a. Waiting to be called on before speaking so that others can consider our contributions. 

b. The Mayor and City Manager will bring closure to policy discussions, public comment, and 

other similar “final word” situations.  

2. Once a decision has been made by the Council, we will support the implementation of that 

decision even if we did not support the decision itself.  

3. If Council has a request of staff, they will direct their request to the City Manager and the 

Division Director for coordination with staff unless the City Manager decides otherwise.  

4. If Council has a question about a staff member, they will raise that with the City Manager 

privately before raising it publicly.  

5. When Council is considering a topic, it is incumbent upon Council members to ask sufficient 

questions to ensure they are making informed decisions.  

6. Council and staff will address each other by their titles when engaging each other in any official 

capacity and will use first names in informal settings.  

 

 



 

 
  

ITEM: MnDOT: Layout Recommendations for Central Avenue (continued from April 7 and May 5, 
2025) 

DEPARTMENT:  Public Works  BY/DATE: City Engineer / May 29, 2025 

CORE CITY STRATEGIES: (please indicate areas that apply by adding an “X” in front of the selected text below) 

_Healthy and Safe Community 

_Equitable, Diverse, Inclusive, and Friendly 

_Trusted and Engaged Leadership 

_Thriving and Vibrant Destination Community  

X Strong Infrastructure and Public Services 

_Sustainable 

 

BACKGROUND: 
The Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) has recommendations on the preferred layout for 
Central Avenue from 37th to 53rd Avenues, and has been reviewing those with the Council. The preliminary and 
final design phases of the Central Avenue project has been initiated by MnDOT. MnDOT had asked for 
continued discussions on Central Avenue from the April 7th and May 5th 2025 work sessions. 
 

SUMMARY OF CURRENT STATUS: 
At the April 7th work session, MnDOT’s began the discussion to share their recommendations for the corridor, 
and to have a check in with the Council based on agency, public, and council feedback and make sure the 
project is headed in the right direction. To reiterate, if the recommendations present questions, issues, or 
concerns – MnDOT would like to have them addressed by the time Municipal Consent is considered by the 
Council later this year or early in 2026.  
 
Past discussion items:  
 
Reservoir Boulevard closure: As discussed at the April 7th meeting, access from Reservoir Boulevard to the 
signal at 37th Avenue and Central Avenue will be removed. MnDOT has shown a ‘right-in’ only from Central 
Avenue north of the 37th Avenue. Staff recommends a full closure of Reservoir Boulevard and designing a cul-
de-sac to accommodate City needs for truck turn around including fire trucks. At the May 5th work session, a 
detailed listing of public feedback on Reservoir Boulevard provided by MnDOT through their outreach efforts 
was reviewed. Approximately 70% of the respondents support the full closure of Reservoir Boulevard at 37th 
Avenue. 
Note: consensus is to close Reservoir Boulevard provided a cul-de-sac can accommodate the City’s fire 
vehicles. 
 
Roundabouts at multiple intersections: MnDOT is proposing intersection changes to roundabouts at 46-1/2, 
47th, 49th, 51st and 53rd Avenues. Medians will limit access at 50th and 52nd Avenues to Right-in, Right-out. 
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Note: consensus supported changing these five intersections to roundabouts, acknowledging the City of 
Hilltop’s review of the 46-1/2 roundabout.  
 
TH 65 North Bound Lane Configuration: 
City Staff, in addition to other agencies, City staff is advocating for 2 lanes in the northbound direction. This 
configuration would be either a dedicated bus lane or second travel lane. Considerations for a second 
northbound lane: 
 

1. Aligns with the 2-lane configuration in Minneapolis south of 37th Avenue (two lanes). 
2. Supports bus traffic (stops and re-entering traffic) with the addition of the BRT line in 2028. 
3. Allows traffic to by-pass when buses are stopped, traffic is waiting to turn at an intersection, or 

maintenance crews are working on the street or boulevards. 
4. A second lane would only add 6.5 feet to the overall crossing distance  for pedestrians. 
5. Allows for City maintenance activities to function ‘in-traffic’ with a lane closure as opposed to shutting 

down all traffic and detouring under a single lane configuration. 
6. Allows for trash pickup or deliveries on Central where side streets or alleys are not available. 

 
Additionally, the Council asked for costs of a traffic detour under the single lane scenario to support MnDOT, 
County, or City maintenance activity. MnDOT provided a cost range of $7,500 to $10,000 for traffic control per 
occurrence. While some maintenance activities can be provided by the new trail, some cannot such as sewer 
cleaning, water main breaks, road maintenance (pothole patching, street sweeping, lane striping, crack 
sealing).  
 
MnDOT is working towards finalizing the project layout to ensure alignment with the community’s needs and 
priorities, and is now shifting to the design phase. MnDOT has indicated they would move forward with 
designing both a single and two lane design from 37th to 45th without consensus from Columbia Heights. 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Note: Lane configuration – City staff, Anoka County staff and Metro Transit all recommend a two lane (bus 
lane) configuration from 37th to 45th Avenues. Staff would recommend Council provide consensus to MnDOT 
on the lane configuration to avoid designing 2 scenarios in the segment on Central Avenue.  
 

RECOMMENDED MOTION(S): 

None – information / discussion only. 

 

ATTACHMENT(S): 
None 



 

 
  

ITEM: 800 53rd (Medtronic Site) Development Check In (20 min) 

DEPARTMENT:  Community Development  BY/DATE: CD Director / May, 28, 2025 

CORE CITY STRATEGIES:  

_Healthy and Safe Community 

_Equitable, Diverse, Inclusive, and Friendly 

_Trusted and Engaged Leadership 

XThriving and Vibrant Destination Community  

_Strong Infrastructure and Public Services 

_Sustainable 

 

BACKGROUND: 
Lincoln Avenue Communities will be presenting an update on their proposed project at 800 53rd Ave NE. 
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