LIBRARY BOARD
Library—Community Room, 3939 Central Ave NE
Wednesday, June 03, 2026
5:30 PM

AGENDA

ATTENDANCE INFORMATION FOR THE PUBLIC
Members of the public who wish to attend may do so in-person, or by using Microsoft Teams Meeting at
columbiaheightsmn.gov/joinameeting ID 245 476 655 774 13, Passcode bY2b8Mf7. For questions, please contact
Administration at 763-706-3610.

Auxiliary aids or other accommodations for individuals with disabilities are available upon request when the request
is made at least 72 hours in advance. Please contact Administration at 763-706-3610 to make arrangements.

CALL TO ORDER
1. Approve the Agenda [MOTION]
2.  Review/Approve Library Board Minutes from May 6, 2026 [MOTION]
3. Review 2026 Operating Budget

COMMUNITY FORUM: The Community Forum is an opportunity to address the Library Board about items not
scheduled for a public hearing. All speakers must provide their name and connection to Columbia Heights. Speakers
should complete a form for Staff and introduce themselves when called on. Virtual speakers should send their
information to the moderator via chat and turn on their camera when called. Comments are limited to five minutes.
Disrespectful language is not allowed. The Board may ask questions or refer items for follow-up but typically does not
take action during the forum.

OLD BUSINESS
4, Art & Info Fair [Wed, June 17, 4-7pm, Huset Park West]

NEW BUSINESS
5. Discussion of 2027 Budget Priorities
6. Replacement of Self-Check Kiosks

DIRECTOR'S UPDATE
7.  April Board Report
8. Board Books

ADJOURNMENT



https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_N2UwZjc2M2YtMzY3Ny00NjVmLWJlNmQtNTUyNTBiNjgwZGE0%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22f10827d6-0ff3-4e0c-bd69-d1dce44e4f2f%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%228a91995e-5aa7-46ba-95ef-740393fa655d%22%7d
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COLUMBIA HEIGHTS PUBLIC LIBRARY Drafted
3939 Central Ave NE, Columbia Heights, MN 55421 5/7/2026
BOARD OF TRUSTEES: MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday, May 6", 2026

ATTENDANCE INFORMATION FOR THE PUBLIC
Members of the public who wished to attend could do so in-person, or via Microsoft Teams by entering Meeting ID 245 476 655 774 13 and passcode
bY2b8Mf7 at the scheduled meeting time. For questions, please contact Administration at 763-706-3610.

The meeting was called to order in the Library Community Room by Theresa Strike at 5:33pm.

Members present: Theresa Strike; Beth Al-Qudah; Olga Herrera; Chris Polley; Laurel Deneen (City Council Liaison). Members
absent: Amina Maameri. Others present: Renee Dougherty (Library Director); Nick Olberding (Board Secretary). Public
present: N/A.

1. The Agenda was approved as is.

2. The Minutes from April 1, 2026, Library Board Meeting were moved and approved.

3. The Annual Election of Officers was revisited after being tabled last month due to a member’s absence; a different
member was missing tonight, but consensus said they were not interested in a nomination for the Chair/Vice-
Chair position last meeting. Theresa Strike was nominated as Chair and Olga Herrera nominated as Vice-Chair.
There being no objections, a motion was made to elect Theresa Strike as Chair and Olga Herrera as Vice-Chair, it
was seconded and approved.

4. Review of 2026 Operating Budget: 32.88% of the year completed and 27.03% of the budget expended.

a. Periodicals, Magazines, & Newspapers (42181) costs have increased by about 10%. Renee wanted to
mention this due to titles still in print having been increasing in price. We will likely be cancelling our USA
Today subscription after the current term and may re-evaluate the Sunday New York Times (which is
$700+ for 1-year). Local newspapers are also expensive, but we have multiple people who visit daily to
read the Star Tribune and St. Paul Pioneer Press.

b. Volunteer Recognition (44375) usually consists of a pizza party for Volun-Teens at the end of summer, and
an appreciation gift for adult volunteers near the end of each year. Volunteers are also recognized by the
City Council at one of their regular meetings.

Community Forum: Opportunity for public input. No correspondence and no public in attendance. The CHPL website
hosts the contact form to submit questions or concerns: https://chplmn.org/board

New Business:

5. Summer Programming: Renee mentioned that our Summer Event Newsletter for June is ready for release and the
Summer Reading Program will proceed as usual starting in June after the Columbia Heights School year ends for
the summer. Due to user feedback from last summer, youth programs will extend later into August; some parents
shared that there’s a need for organized activities at the end of summer after the various camps have wrapped for
the season. Storytime will start again in June. Adult Book Clubs will continue through the summer.

6. Request for Assistance at City Outreach Events: Renee is hoping for members to help represent the Library at a
couple of upcoming City events: the Community Art & Info Fair from 4-7pm on June 17 at Huset Park West and
the Monarch Festival from 4-7pm on July 23 at Kordiak Park. All members in attendance expressed interest in
one or the other and would reach out to Renee later to confirm which one they would be able to help with.

7. National Library Week Proclamation: Chris attended the City Council meeting to accept the proclamation on behalf
of the Library. He brought it with him to tonight’s meeting and passed it along to Renee.

Director’s Update:
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8. March Board Report: Provided for informational purposes.

Olga wanted to let the group know that now that S.A.C.A. is at their new location and appointments are
no longer needed to visit their food market. Previously you needed an appointment and visits were
limited, but now the market is open for walk-ins and is not restricted to a certain number of visits. SACA
also does not collect personal information. We will be reaching out again to see about partnership
opportunities such as being a drop-off location for donations.

The Board was pleased to see increasing attendance at Storytime and Conversation Circle events.

Beth mentioned that she continues learning about services and materials that the Library offers and
suggested that the Library social media accounts could promote one each month; specifically mentioning
Kanopy for video streaming, special collections throughout the county, Libby e-books, and others.

A meeting with the city’s Green Corps intern was noted; this discussion on sustainability initiatives could
result in obtaining Power Meters and Draft-check Meters for the Library’s collection, which could give
residents a free self-service option to save money and increase energy efficiency at home.

It was brought up that Hennepin County Library was discontinuing Kanopy due to costs; so far Columbia
Heights and Anoka County will continue the service. Chris asked if there was any way CHPL and ACL could
explore access to Hennepin County’s local music archive MNSpin.

9. Board Books (what we’re reading, watching, playing, listening to, or simply recommend):

a.

@m0 o0T

Theresa: Sisters in Hate: American Women on the Front Lines of White Nationalism Seyward Darby; Akata
Witch (Nsibidi Scripts series) Nnedi Okorafor

Beth: Awake in the Floating City Susanna Kwan

Chris: We Need New Names NoViolet Bulawayo; The Farewell Lulu Wang (streaming on Kanopy)

Olga: Citizenship: Notes on an American Myth Daisy Herndndez

Laurel: Uprooted Naomi Novik

Renee: Demon Copperhead Barbara Kingsolver

Nick: The Tainted Cup and A Drop of Corruption (Shadow of the Leviathan series) Robert Jackson Bennett

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:06pm.

Respectfully submitted,

N

Nick Olberding

Recording Secretary, CHPL Board of Trustees




Fund 240 - LIBRARY

EXPENDITURE REPORT FOR CITY OF COLUMBIA HEIGHTS - PUBLIC LIBRARY

PERIOD ENDING 5/31/2026

Fiscal Year Completed: 41.37%
*NOTE: Available Balance / % Budget Used does not reflect amounts encumbered.
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2026 YTD MONTHLY

AMENDED BALANCE ACTIVITY AVAILABLE % BDGT
ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION BUDGET  5/31/2026 5/31/2026 BALANCE USED
240.5500.41010  |REGULAR EMPLOYEES 550,200.00] 153,309.83 42,179.88 396,890.17 27.86
240.5500.41011  |PART-TIME EMPLOYEES 113,200.00 29,726.20 9,622.14 83,473.80 26.26
240.5500.41020  |OVERTIME-REGULAR 800.00 343.88 73.69 456.12 42.99
240.5500.41050  |ACCRUED LEAVE ADJUSTMENT 0.00 2,066.65 0.00 -2,066.65]  100.00
240.5500.41070  |[INTERDEPARTMENTAL LABOR SERV 500.00 0.00 0.00 500.00 0.00
240.5500.41210  |P.E.R.A. CONTRIBUTION 49,700.00 14,435.00 3,739.72 35,265.00 29.04
240.5500.41220  |F.I.C.A. CONTRIBUTION 50,800.00 13,882.68 3,904.20 36,917.32 27.33
240.5500.41300  |INSURANCE 90,000.00 29,739.40 7,436.63 60,260.60 33.04
240.5500.41410  |MN PAID LEAVE TAX 2,900.00 1,002.55 253.93 1,897.45 34.57
240.5500.41510  |WORKERS COMP INSURANCE PREM 2,300.00 725.80 185.08 1,574.20 31.56
240.5500.42000  |OFFICE SUPPLIES 1,400.00 355.13 0.00 1,044.87 25.37
240.5500.42010  |MINOR EQUIPMENT 1,000.00 44.24 0.00 955.76 4.42
240.5500.42011  |END USER DEVICES 6,500.00 35.98 0.00 6,464.02 0.55
240.5500.42030  |PRINTING & PRINTED FORMS 1,300.00 127.00 0.00 1,173.00 9.77
240.5500.42170  |PROGRAM SUPPLIES 1,000.00 601.29 0.00 398.71 60.13
240.5500.42171  |GENERAL SUPPLIES 7,700.00 2,643.55 0.00 5,056.45 34.33
240.5500.42175  |FOOD SUPPLIES 100.00 0.00 0.00 100.00 0.00
240.5500.42180  |BOOKS 50,000.00 11,842.79 877.08 38,157.21 23.69
240.5500.42181  |PERIODICALS, MAG, NEWSPAPERS 8,000.00 4,303.17 0.00 3,696.83 53.79
240.5500.42183  |E-BOOKS 28,000.00 0.00 0.00 28,000.00 0.00
240.5500.42185  |COMPACT DISCS 1,000.00 34.98 34.98 965.02 3.50
240.5500.42187  |BOOK/CD SET 1,000.00 0.00 0.00 1,000.00 0.00
240.5500.42189  [DVD 6,000.00 1,351.63 263.11 4,648.37 22.53
240.5500.42190 |DOWNLOADABLE VIDEO 4,000.00 0.00 0.00 4,000.00 0.00
240.5500.42280  |CENT. GARAGE REPAIR AND PARTS 700.00 0.00 0.00 700.00 0.00
240.5500.42990  |COMM. PURCHASED FOR RESALE 200.00 0.00 0.00 200.00 0.00
240.5500.43050  |EXPERT & PROFESSIONAL SERV. 10,000.00 1,413.25 0.00 8,586.75 14.13
240.5500.43105  |TRAINING & EDUCATION ACTIVITIES 800.00 364.00 0.00 436.00 45.50
240.5500.43210  |TELEPHONE 2,900.00 0.00 0.00 2,900.00 0.00
240.5500.43220  |POSTAGE 100.00 11.10 0.00 88.90 11.10
240.5500.43250  |OTHER TELECOMMUNICATIONS 3,100.00 656.22 0.00 2,443.78 21.17
240.5500.43310  |LOCAL TRAVEL EXPENSE 200.00 24.36 24.36 175.64 12.18
240.5500.43600  |PROP & LIAB INSURANCE 13,400.00 3,350.01 0.00 10,049.99 25.00
240.5500.43800  |UTILITY SERVICES 7,700.00 3,337.45 1,420.10 4,362.55 43.34
240.5500.43810  |ELECTRIC 44,800.00 8,149.51 527.07 36,650.49 18.19
240.5500.43830  |GAS 12,200.00 9,122.58 1,479.22 3,077.42 74.78
240.5500.44000  |REPAIR & MAINT. SERVICES 22,400.00 12,286.75 0.00 10,113.25 54.85
240.5500.44010  |BUILDING MAINT:INTERNAL SVCS 47,300.00 11,949.99 0.00 35,850.01 25.00
240.5500.44020  |BLDG MAINT CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 31,000.00 5,902.95 0.00 25,097.05 19.04
240.5500.44030  |SOFTWARE & SOFTWARE SUBSCRIPTIONS 25,000.00 3,922.80 0.00 21,077.20 15.69
240.5500.44040  [INFORMATION SYS:INTERNAL SVC 90,900.00 22,725.00 0.00 68,175.00 25.00
240.5500.44050  |GARAGE, LABOR BURD. 1,100.00 113.00 0.00 987.00 10.27
240.5500.44330  [SUBSCRIPTION, MEMBERSHIP 900.00 0.00 0.00 900.00 0.00
240.5500.44375  |VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION 300.00 0.00 0.00 300.00 0.00
240.5500.47100  |OPER. TRANSFER OUT - LABOR 24,100.00 6,024.99 0.00 18,075.01 25.00
TOTAL EXPENDITURES: 1,317,000.00| 492,530.46 103,078.55 824,469.54| 37.4o|




Columbia Heights Public Library
Library Board Report — April 2026

BUILDING

An electrician changed drivers on malfunctioning LED ceiling lights.

TECHNOLOGY
COLLECTION

e New books were selected from reviews in the November or December issues of Kirkus Reviews
and School Library Journal. Youth requests and replacements included Pokémon handbooks;
books about Godzilla and other monsters; and new volumes of Last Comics on Earth, Amina

Banana, Hikaru in the Light, and Sophie Mouse.

e Weeding was finished in adult nonfiction 500 — 700.
e Adult displays featured 2026 National Library Week: Find your Library Joy. Endcap displays

included Arab American heritage, gardens/gardening, autism awareness, and

space/rockets/astronauts. Youth displays featured Arab American heritage, poetry, Filipino
food, Scottish American heritage, and mathematics awareness.
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PROGRAMS AND SELF-DIRECTED ACTIVITIES DATE AUDIENCE ATTENDANCE
English Language Conversation Circle 4/1 Adult 8
Textiles for Teens: Pattern Design Studio 4/2 Teen (12-18) 5
Celebrate Spring and the Year of the Horse 4/4 57
EL Conversation Circle 4/4 Adult 6
Family Storytime 4/6 Children (0-5) 35
EL Conversation Circle 4/6 Adult 5
Tinker Time: Cactus Model Magic 4/7 Children (6-11) 45
EL Conversation Circle 4/8 Adult 4
Cooking with Words with the Loft 4/8 Adult 8
Daycare Storytime 4/10 Children (0-5) 14
EL Conversation Circle 4/11 Adult 4
Family Storytime 4/13 Children (0-5) 36
EL Conversation Circle 4/13 Adult 4
Library Book Club: Demon Copperhead 4/15 Adult 8
EL Conversation Circle 4/15 Adult 6
Garden Seed & Info Swap 4/15 Adult 20
Dancing with Hands, Body & Spirit 4/16 Adult 5
Clay Dragons for Families 4/18 Children (6-11) 16
EL Conversation Circle 4/18 Adult 6
Family Storytime 4/20 Children (0-5) 46
EL Conversation Circle 4/20 Adult 6
Mystery Book Club: Wrong Place, Wrong Time 4/21 Adult 4
North Park Kindergarten classes (4) 4/22 (Children (6-11) 75
EL Conversation Circle 4/22 Adult 4
Preschool Yoga with Yogilli 4/23 Children (0-5) 16
EL Conversation Circle 4/25 Adult 6
EL Conversation Circle 4/27 Adult 47
Family Storytime 4/27 Children (0-5) 3
Brick Builders 4/28 Children (6-11) 26
EL Conversation Circle 4/29 Adult 5
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STAFF
Elizabeth Ripley, Adult Services Librarian:

e Partnered with HeightsNext, school staff and community experts to host the second of two
Garden Seed and Information Swaps. The program focused on seed swapping, information
sharing, community building and had tables for native plants, flowers, and vegetables. The goal
of the program series was to assist in food security initiatives given the high cost of food, ICE in
Minnesota, and rising gas prices. It was wonderful to watch community members connect and
share ideas and resources!

e Contracted Ranee Ramaswamy and her dance group for an informational, hands-on workshop,
Dancing with Hands, Body, and Mind. Attendees learned the history of Bharatanatyam dance,
viewed a performance by two dancers, and learned some of the dance and gestures.

o Met with Jeremy, the new owner of the Heights Theater, to discuss potential partnerships and
programs.

e Met with the Columbia Heights Senior Consortium.

e Researched continuing viability of books on CD, seed libraries, and fall Legacy-funded program
options.

e Provided Tech Assistance to two patrons.

e Made deliveries to two At-Home patrons.

Renee Dougherty, Library Director:

e Attended the Public Library Association Conference in Minneapolis, April 1-3.
e Led discussion of Demon Copperhead for the Book Club.

Eliza Pope, Youth Services Librarian:

e Welcomed teens and parents to a Pattern Design Studio over Spring Break. They learned design
techniques for carving a stamp for printing and stamped a tote bag and bandana. Teens kept the

e

stamps so they could continue creating at home. == ~. v{%

e The rescheduled Tét program, Celebrate Spring ' " A
and the Year of the Horse, included storytelling
with Phuoc Tran, a retired librarian and local
author; creating flower headwear; listening to a
T'rwng, a traditional bamboo xylophone from
Vietnam; and a grand finale of the Unicorn dance
performed by lion dancers.

e Layl McDill led kids and families in creating
intricately detailed dragons from polymer clay.
Participants learned how to fold and layer clay to
create millefiori, or thousand flower, canes which
were then cut into slices.

Columbia Heights Public Library 2. Library Board Monthly Update — April 2026




e Three kindergarten classes from North Park School
for Innovation visited as part of their Fire Station and
Library field trip. Students listened to stories,
learned about the library, took a tour, and
completed a scavenger hunt.

e Elham with Yogilli presented 45 minutes of yoga and
mindfulness to preschool kids and their grownups.
The kids are always eager to try new yoga poses and
excited to show off the ones they know.

e The LEGO Brick Builder challenge this month was to
create mirror worlds on a building plate. A few of the
mirror worlds were land vs sea, a house that was half
burnt, and medieval vs futuristic.

MISCELLANEOUS

e Anoka County Law Librarian John Murphy assisted eight
people on April 23.

e Nine adult volunteers donated 36.5 hours.

e Numerous incidents occurred with Elijah (drunkenness,
sleeping, belligerence, refusing to leave at close,
drinking alcohol in the library) resulted in his being
trespassed from the library for one year on April 17. He
returned the following day not remembering he had
been trespassed.

e Staff completed mandatory city safety training

e The community service officer was contacted about
abandoned personal property at the east entrance.

Columbia Heights Public Library 3.
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