
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
 

Public Safety Building�v Training Room, 825 41st Ave 
NE 

 

Monday, May 01, 2023  

4:30 PM  

 AGENDA 
 

ATTENDANCE INFORMATION FOR THE PUBLIC 
Members of the public who wish to attend may do so in-person, by calling 1-312-626-6799 and 
entering meeting ID 798 821 7248 or by Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7988217248. For 
questions please call the Community Development Department at 763-706-3670. 

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Approve April 3, 2023 EDA Meeting Minutes 

2. Approve Financial Reports and Payment of Bills of March 2023 
MOTION: Move to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 

BUSINESS ITEMS 

3. ACRED Presentation from the Anoka County Economic Development Director 

4. General Business Items Update 

5. Review Updated Plans and Discuss Timeline for the Redevelopment of 4300 Central 
Avenue NE 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

OTHER BUSINESS 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Auxiliary aids or other accommodations for individuals with disabilities are available upon request when the request is 
made at least 72 hours in advance. Please contact Administration at 763-706-3610 to make arrangements. 

1



 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
 

Public Safety Building�v Training Room, 825 41st Ave 
NE 

 

Monday, April 03, 2023  

5:00 PM  

 MINUTES  

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
The meeting was called to order at 5:06 pm by Acting Chair James. 

Members present: Gerry Herringer; Kt Jacobs; Rachel James; Amada Márquez-Simula; Justice Spriggs 

Members absent: Connie Buesgens; Marlaine Szurek 

Staff Present: Kelli Bourgeois, City Manager; Sara Ion, City Clerk; Mitchell Forney, Community 
Development Coordinator; Alicia Howe, Administrative Assistant 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Approve March 6, 2023 EDA Meeting Minutes 

2. Approve Financial Reports and Payment of Bills of February 2023 

Motion by Jacobs, seconded by Spriggs to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. All ayes of 
present. MOTION PASSED. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-12 

A RESOLUTION OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY OF COLUMBIA HEIGHTS, 
MINNESOTA, APPROVING THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 2023 
AND THE PAYMENT OF THE BILLS FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 2023.  

WHEREAS, the Columbia Heights Economic Develop�u���v�š�����µ�š�Z�}�Œ�]�š�Ç���~�š�Z�����^�������_�•���]�•���Œ���‹�µ�]�Œ���������Ç��
Minnesota Statutes Section 469.096, Subd. 9, to prepare a detailed financial statement which 
shows all receipts and disbursements, their nature, the money on hand, the purposes to which 
the money on hand is to be applied, the EDA's credits and assets and its outstanding liabilities; 
and  

WHEREAS, said Statute also requires the EDA to examine the statement and treasurer's vouchers 
or bills and if correct, to approve them by resolution and enter the resolution in its records; and  

WHEREAS, the financial statement for the month of February 2023 has been reviewed by the 
EDA Commission; and  
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WHEREAS, the EDA has examined the financial statement and finds it to be acceptable as to both 
form and accuracy; and  

WHEREAS, the EDA Commission has other means to verify the intent of Section 469.096, Subd. 9, 
including but not limited to Comprehensive Annual Financial Reports, Annual City approved 
Budgets, Audits and similar documentation; and  

WHEREAS, financial statements are hel�������Ç���š�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•���&�]�v���v�����������‰���Œ�š�u���v�š���]�v�������u���š�Z�}�����}�µ�š�o�]�v������
���Ç���š�Z�����^�š���š�����}�(���D�]�v�v���•�}�š���[�•���Z�����}�Œ���•���Z���š���v�š�]�}�v���^���Z�����µ�o���U�� 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Columbia Heights 
Economic Development Authority that it has examined the referenced financial statement 
including the check history, and they are found to be correct, as to form and content; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the financial statement is acknowledged and received and the check 
history as presented in writing is approved for payment out of proper funds; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED this resolution is made a part of the permanent records of the 
Columbia Heights Economic Development Authority.  

ORDER OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

 
 

Passed this 3rd day of April, 2023 
 
Offered by: Jacobs 
Seconded by: Spriggs 
Roll Call: All ayes of present, MOTION PASSED. 
               
        Vice President 
Attest: 
        
Secretary 
 

BUSINESS ITEMS 

3. 2022 Outstanding Business of the Year Award  

Forney reported on November 7, 2022, the EDA approved the establishment of the 
Business of the Year Award. This award set out to recognize local businesses for 
noteworthy accomplishments, long-standing contributions to the community, and 
significant community service efforts. The criteria for nomination are based on a variety of 
notable accomplishments, such as being a long-standing business within the City of 
Columbia Heights reaching a milestone year, a major business expansion, remodel, exterior 
renovation, landscaping improvements, or relocation to a new facility within the City, 
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environmentally friendly or sustainability-related initiatives or improvements, a major 
contribution to the community, or other major accomplishments or contributions worthy 
of recognition. However, it is important to note that the EDA reserves the right to make no 
selection if nominations do not meet the standard of recognition.  

Forney stated this year, the EDA received two nominations, one for Community Grounds 
and one for Rapid Graphics. Both nominations were submitted by communications staff 
members due to the lack of participation in the first year of the program.  

Forney mentioned Community Grounds has played an instrumental role in supporting city 
events. For example, during the City's Snow Blast Event, Community Grounds provided hot 
coffee and cocoa, while during Truck or Treat, they hosted a table with various games 
Additionally, Community Grounds has generously offered hundreds of cups of free hot 
beverages at City events and has provided their business as a gathering space by hosting 
free weekly events such as trivia and game nights.  

Forney noted Rapid Graphics has partnered with the City for decades. Rapid Graphics is a 
community focused locally owned business that has been on Central Avenue for nearly 50 
years. Recently the business was covered in multiple local newspapers for its inclusive 
store front holiday display. Which had placards and small displays for Christianity, 
Buddhism, Islam, and Hinduism. They also included various placards acknowledging 
different cultural groups.  

Forney explained, if selected as the Business of the Year, the winning business will be 
honored with a plaque during a brief presentation at a City Council Meeting, marketing of 
the achievement at City events, on City reader board signs, and a recognition article posted 
on the City's website and newsletter.  

Forney stated the 2023 Business of the Year Award is in its inaugural year, and while staff 
acknowledges that participation was limited, they believe that as the program continues, 
the award will become increasingly coveted by the local business community. 

Questions/Comments from Members: 

Jacobs stated she would like to see Rapid Graphics become Business of the Year since they 
have been around for a long time and have done a lot in the City. 

Márquez-Simula agreed and recommended Rapid Graphics. 

James commented that both Community Grounds and Rapid Graphics are worthy and she 
is thankful they are both in the community. She added Rapid Graphics is very deserving 
since it is reaching a milestone year and hopes Community Grounds can be nominated in 
the future.  

Márquez-Simula agreed. 
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Herringer stated anyone who has been in the City for 50 years deserves recognition and 
added he would be in favor of selecting Rapid Graphics.  

Spriggs agreed and added they are both deserving.  

James asked if there was anything that needed to be added to the nomination that she 
could learn from. 

Márquez Simula stated all of their employees are full time, there are 4-5 employees, and 
they have been there for a long time. She added it is a testament to the business for 
keeping employees so long and investing in them full time.  

Jacobs added that they have persevered through the decades, even though all of the 
changes in the printing industry in the last 50 years.  

Márquez-Simula expressed her gratitude for Community Grounds for the support they 
have given to City events. She added that she is excited for this to be an annual award and 
for more businesses to be awarded and nominated in the future. 

Motion by Jacobs, seconded by Herringer to approve Rapids Graphics as the 2022 Columbia 
Heights Business of the Year. All ayes of present. MOTION PASSED. 

Questions after the motion: 

Márquez-Simula asked what the timeline was for Rapid Graphics to be notified. Forney 
stated he would coordinate with the communications team and would follow up with her. 

Márquez-Simula stated it would be nice to know in case Bourgeois would announce it 
during the City Council meeting on Monday. Bourgeois stated it should work as long as 
they can get the plaque and notify Rapid Graphics. Forney added they were hoping to 
honor the Citizen of the Year and Business of the Year at the same time in May. Márquez-
Simula asked if they could still announce it during the City Council meeting. Forney stated 
they could.  

4. �&�������������/�u�‰�Œ�}�À���u���v�š���'�Œ���v�š���Z���‰�}�Œ�š���z�µ�o�]�[�•���^���o�}�v�U���ð�õ�í�ñ�������v�š�Œ���o�����À�� 

Forney presented the Yuli�[�• Salon 2023 Façade Improvement Grant application for their 
new location at 4915 Central Avenue NE. The salon seeks to add a sign to their storefront 
and has obtained two bids, with the lowest being $6,977.63. As this cost is eligible for 
reimbursement of $3,489, Community Development Staff recommends funding the project 
in full. The addition of Yul�]�[�•���^���o�}�v���Á�]�o�o�����Œ�]�v�P���]�v���Œ�����•�������(�}�}�š���š�Œ���(�(�]�����š�}���š�Z�������Œ���������v���������v���(�]�š��
other nearby businesses. Renderings of the proposed sign and bids were included in the 
application.  

Forney added regarding site cameras, Staff will confirm the commitment of Yuli�[�• Salon to 
install cameras. Furthermore, Railwerks Brewing has expressed interest in installing 
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cameras and staff may facilitate the coordination with both of these businesses later in the 
year. 

Questions/Comments from Members: 

James asked why pages 45 and 46 of the agenda packet were blank. Forney explained it is 
for the legal description of the property and improvement and they will be filled in prior to 
their execution.   

Spriggs asked where they were relocating from. Forney stated they are not relocating but 
are starting a new business.  

James stated it is nice to see new development come in. 

Motion by Spriggs, seconded by Márquez Simula to waive the reading of Resolution 2023-
13, there being ample copies available to the public. All ayes of present. MOTION PASSED. 
 
Motion by Spriggs, seconded by Jacobs to adopt Resolution 2023-13, a resolution approving 
the form and substance of the façade improvement grant agreement, and approving 
authority staff and officials to take all actions necessary to enter the authority into a façade 
improvement grant agreemen�š���Á�]�š�Z���z�µ�o�]�[�•���^���o�}�v�X All ayes of present. MOTION PASSED. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-13 

A RESOLUTION OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY OF COLUMBIA HEIGHTS, 
MINNESOTA, APPROVING THE FORM AND SUBSTANCE OF THE FAÇADE IMPROVEMENT GRANT 
AGREEMENT, AND APPROVING AUTHORITY STAFF AND OFFICIALS TO TAKE ALL ACTIONS 
NECESSARY TO ENTER THE AUTHORITY INTO FAÇADE IMPROVEMENT GRANT AGREEMENT 
�t�/�d�,���z�h�>�/�[�^���^���>�K�E�� 

WHEREAS, �š�Z�������]�š�Ç���}�(�����}�o�µ�u���]�����,���]�P�Z�š�•���~�š�Z�����^���]�š�Ç�_�•�����v�����š�Z�������}�o�µ�u���]�����,���]�P�Z�š�•�������}�v�}�u�]����
�����À���o�}�‰�u���v�š�����µ�š�Z�}�Œ�]�š�Ç���~�š�Z�����^���µ�š�Z�}�Œ�]�š�Ç�_�•���Z���À�������}�o�o�����}�Œ���š�������š�}�����Œ�����š�������������Œ�š���]�v���&������������
Improvement Grant Program (�š�Z�����^�W�Œ�}�P�Œ���u�_�•�V�����v���� 

WHEREAS, pursuant to guidelines established for the Program, the Authority is to award and 
administer a series of grants to eligible commercial property owners and/or tenants for the 
purposes of revitalizing existing store fronts, increasing business vitality and economic 
�‰���Œ�(�}�Œ�u���v�����U�����v�����������Œ�����•�]�v�P�����Œ�]�u�]�v���o�������š�]�À�]�š�Ç�����o�}�v�P�������v�š�Œ���o�����À���v�µ�����E�}�Œ�š�Z�����•�š�U���]�v���š�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•��
Central Business district, pursuant to a Façade Improvement Grant Agreement with various 
property owners and/or tenants; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Program, the City is to coordinate a surveillance camera monitoring 
program by placing surveillance cameras on some of the storefronts that are part of the Program 
for the purposes of improving public safety in and around the Central Business District; and  

WHEREAS, the Authority has thoroughly reviewed copies of the proposed form of the Grant 
Agreement.  
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that, after appropriate examination and due consideration, 
the Authority  

1. approves the form and substance of the grant agreement, and approves the 
���µ�š�Z�}�Œ�]�š�Ç�����v�š���Œ�]�v�P���]�v�š�}���š�Z�������P�Œ�����u���v�š���Á�]�š�Z���z�µ�o�]�[�•���^���o�}�v�� 

2. that the City Manager, as the Executive Director of the Authority, is hereby 
authorized, empowered, and directed for and on behalf of the Authority to enter into 
the grant agreement.  

3. that the City Manager, as the Executive Director of the Authority, is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute and take such action as he/she deems necessary 
and appropriate to carry out the purpose of the foregoing resolution.  

ORDER OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

 
 

Passed this 3rd day of April, 2023 
 
Offered by: Spriggs 
Seconded by: Jacobs 
Roll Call: All ayes of present, MOTION PASSED. 
               
       Vice President 
Attest: 
        
Secretary 
 

 

Questions/Comments from Members: 

Herringer asked what was happening at the Asia location. Forney stated Staff is in contact with the new 
business owner. They currently own Maya Cuisine in Northeast Minneapolis and purchased and 
contracted the building from the previous owners, who are currently renovating it for a Mexican or 
South American type restaurant. Forney stated he does not know if they are going to integrate the 
pickup window yet but they are aware of the façade improvement grant.  

Forney gave an update stating the Columbia Heights�[ ramp near Fairview is finishing the new elevator. 
He added they had the State inspection and are working on having a communication line for the phone 
in the elevator before it is open to the public. He added as of last week, the EDA is the owner of the 
two buildings; 8414 49th Avenue, and 4243 5th Avenue. He noted Habitat for Humanity is excited and 
would like to come before the Council and bring a designer to the EDA to speak with the 
Commissioners. In addition, Habitat for Humanity would like to speak with surrounding residents of the 
building to get their feedback.  

Forney noted the new City Planner would begin next week. Márquez Simula asked who it was. Forney 
stated it was Andrew Boucher. 
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Márquez-Simula stated she had �����‰�Z�}�š�}���(�Œ�}�u���:�]�u�u�Ç�[�•���Á�]�š�Z�������o���Œ�P�����‰�µ�����o�����v�����Œ���š�Z�����‰���Œ�l�]�v�P���Œ���u�‰�X���^�Z����
noted he was concerned for the building. Forney stated in the past they had issues with leaks and 
drains and would have Public Works go out and fix the issue.  

James asked when they were planning to remove the house. Forney stated they would have bids as 
soon as possible. He added they are hoping to do both buildings at the same time.  

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Márquez Simula, seconded by Jacobs, to adjourn the meeting at 5:21 pm.  All ayes.  MOTION 
PASSED. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_______________________________ 
Alicia Howe, Recording Secretary 
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Resolution 2023- 14 

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-14
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY OF COLUMBIA HEIGHTS, MINNESOTA, 
APPROVING THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH 2023 AND THE PAYMENT OF THE BILLS 
FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH 2023.  
 
WHEREAS, the Columbia Heights Economic Development Authority (�š�Z�����^EDA�_) is required by Minnesota 
Statutes Section 469.096, Subd. 9, to prepare a detailed financial statement which shows all receipts and 
disbursements, their nature, the money on hand, the purposes to which the money on hand is to be applied, 
the EDA's credits and assets and its outstanding liabilities; and  

 
WHEREAS, said Statute also requires the EDA to examine the statement and treasurer's vouchers or bills and if 
correct, to approve them by resolution and enter the resolution in its records; and 

 
WHEREAS, the financial statement for the month of March 2023 has been reviewed by the EDA Commission; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, the EDA has examined the financial statement and finds it to be acceptable as to both form and 
accuracy; and  

 
WHEREAS, the EDA Commission has other means to verify the intent of Section 469.096, Subd. 9, including 
but not limited to Comprehensive Annual Financial Reports, Annual City approved Budgets, Audits and similar 
documentation; and  
 
WHEREAS, �(�]�v���v���]���o���•�š���š���u���v�š�•�����Œ�����Z���o�������Ç���š�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•���&�]�v���v�����������‰��rtment in a method outlined by the State 
�}�(���D�]�v�v���•�}�š���[�•���Z�����}�Œ���•���Z���š���v�š�]�}�v���^���Z�����µ�o���U 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Columbia Heights Economic 
Development Authority that it has examined the referenced financial statement including the check history, 
and they are found to be correct, as to form and content; and   

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the financial statement is acknowledged and received and the check history as 
presented in writing is approved for payment out of proper funds; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED this resolution is made a part of the permanent records of the Columbia Heights 
Economic Development Authority.  

 
ORDER OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

 
 

Passed this 1st day of May, 2023 
 
Offered by:  
Seconded by:  
Roll Call:  
               
       President 
Attest: 
        
Secretary 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

AGENDA SECTION BUSINESS ITEMS 

MEETING DATE 05/01/2023 
 

ITEM: ACRED Presentation from the Anoka County Economic Development Director 

DEPARTMENT: Community Development BY/DATE: Mitchell Forney, 4/27/23 

 
BACKGROUND: 
At the May 1st meeting, the EDA will receive a brief presentation about the Anoka County Regional Economic 
Development (ACRED) initiative. The purpose of the presentation is to introduce the EDA to the Economic 
Development Director while also highlighting the achievements and goals of the initiative. 
 
In 2018, a large majority of the cities in Anoka County signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to 
create ACRED in hopes of bringing a unified voice to economic development throughout the county. Currently, 
the initiative consists of only the Economic Development Director. Anoka County pays for the director and his 
general operating costs, but participating cities pay a yearly fee to provide the department with its operating 
budget. In 2022, the City re-�•�]�P�v���������v���µ�‰�����š�������D�K�h�����•�š�����o�]�•�Z�]�v�P���š�Z�������]�š�Ç�[�•�����}�u�u�]�š�u���v�š���š�}���š�Z�����]�v�]�š�]���š�]�À�����(�}�Œ��
the next 5 years. With that agreement, the city agrees to pay $0.057 per citizen, which amounts to about 
$1,254 per year. ACRED holds a variety of networking events and is essential in the economic development 
discussion at the county level. ACRED is constantly in contact with City staff, as many businesses look to 
ACRED when relocating, expanding, or exploring new sites. 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 
1. Presentation PDF 
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Economic Development Authority
City of Ramsey

March 9, 2023
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Gregory Frahm-Gilles
Director of Economic Development

Anoka County Regional Economic Development
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improve the economic well-�����]�v�P�����v�����‹�µ���o�]�š�Ç���}�(���o�]�(�����(�}�Œ���������}�u�u�µ�v�]�š�Ç�_

- Province of British Columbia, Canada

�^���Œ�����š�]�v�P���š�Z�������}�v���]�š�]�}�v�•��for economic growth and improved quality of 
life by expanding the capacity of individuals, businesses, and 
communities to maximize the use of their talents and skills to support 
�]�v�v�}�À���š�]�}�v�U���i�}�������Œ�����š�]�}�v�U�����v�����‰�Œ�]�À���š�����]�v�À���•�š�u���v�š�X�_

- U.S. Economic Development Administration

What is Economic Development?
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VS
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ACRED GOALS + INITIATIVES

Regionalism

Perception

Readiness
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PARTNERSHIPS + COMMITTEES

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

ALIGNMENT + 
REGIONALISM

CITIES CHAMBERS

MARKETING

GREATER 
MSP

MN 
DEED

READINESS

OPEN TO 
BUSINESS

Professional 
Affiliations
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TARGET INDUSTRIES

Light + Heavy Manufacturing

Distribution + Trucking

Data Centers + Technology 
Companies

Back Office + Support Staff
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OPPORTUNITIES +
COLLABORATION
Priorities + Joint Initiatives

Redevelopment Opportunities

Business Retention

Marketing the Strengths
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FACTS AND FIGURES
(as of Q1 2023)

�‡Industrial
�‡329 million SF total in Twin Cities

�‡1.1 million SF net absorption
�‡1.3 million SF completed

�‡Another 6.4 million under construction
�‡12 million SF of tenant demand (down from 14.4 million in Q4)
�‡Q1 2023 investment sales slowest in two years

�‡Office
�‡101 million SF total in Twin Cities (42 million in CBDs)
�‡Negative absorption
�‡19.7% vacancy (increase from 19.5% from Q4 2022)

�‡�^�&�o�]�P�Z�š���š�}���Y�µ���o�]�š�Ç�_
�‡Sublease Availability �t 4.5 million SF

�‡Workforce challenges Source:  JLL Industrial Insight Q1 2023
JLL Office Insight Q1 2023
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MAJOR INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS

Blaine 35 - 300,000 SF
Artis REIT

Bunker Lake Business Park �t 400,000 SF
Oppidan

Clearwater Creek �t 450,000 SF
Ryan Companies
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WORKFORCE

Source:  MN DEED, LAUS �t Feb 2023
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���]�P���^���_���W�Œ�}�i�����š�•

�‡Speed to Market
�‡Shovel Ready
�‡Play to Your Strengths
�‡Space Availability

�‡�^�d���o���v�š���/�•���d�Z�����E���Á��
���µ�Œ�Œ���v���Ç�_�¡

Jay Gardner �t Gardner 
Economics

�‡Aging demographics 
(Average age in US)

�‡1970 �t 28.1 y.o.
�‡2022 �t 38.8 y.o.

�‡Great Reflection

�‡Supply Questions
�‡Income-Aligned
�‡Itasca Project 

�t now what?

BUSINESS ATTRACTION WORKFORCE HOUSING
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�^�}�µ�Œ�����W�����^�d�Z�����^�š���š�����}�(���^�]�š�����^���o�����š�]�}�v�_���t 2022
Site Selectors Guild
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Last Six Months
�‡30 direct business inquiries
�‡Six state RFPs/RFIs
�‡Numerous business visits
�‡MNCAR Expo �t Oct 2022
�‡UpRiverReal Estate event (Nov 2022)
�‡Dozens of presentations
�‡CatylistReal Estate blasts
�‡Predevelopment Grant Programs
�‡Broadband
�‡ACRED Strategic Planning
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Next Six Months
�‡Ongoing Business Support Services

�‡Update ACRED Marketing Materials

�‡ACRED Business Summit Event �t June 7th

�‡Multiple MREJ events

�‡Predevelopment Grant Programs - execution

�‡Broadband Expansion - execution

�‡ACRED Strategic Planning

�‡Regional Research and Local Applications
45
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Business Support Services

�‡Business Advisory Services
�‡Anoka County and Open To Business �t MCCD
�‡CareerForce
�‡Site Selection
�‡Navigating government

�‡Financial Services
�‡Anoka County Revolving Loan Fund (RLF)
�‡CDFIs
�‡MN DEED

�‡Launch Minnesota
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Anoka County Business Summit
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QUESTIONS + 
COMMENTS

Gregory Frahm-Gilles
Director of Economic Development
Anoka County

Gregory.Frahm-Gilles@co.anoka.mn.us
(o) 763.324.4609   |   (c) 612.358.8925

www.AnokaCountySuccess.org

49

Item 3.



 

 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

AGENDA SECTION BUSINESS ITEMS 

MEETING DATE 05/01/2023 
 

ITEM: General Business Items Update 

DEPARTMENT: Community Development BY/DATE: Mitchell Forney, 4/27/23 

 
BACKGROUND: 
Community Development staff will be providing the EDA with an update on various items that the EDA has 
acted on or that are in the pipeline to be brought to the EDA's attention. These items include: 
 

- Recently, 950 Gould Avenue NE was listed for sale. Community development staff would like to gauge 
the EDA's interest in the property. 
 

- Staff has begun dissecting the council's strategic goals in preparation for an EDA goal-setting session 
that will hash out goals and metrics to achieve the council's goals through the actions of the EDA. 

 
- Demolition of 4243 5th and 841 49th is being considered, and the fire department would like to utilize 

the structures for training, including burning 841, which will postpone demolition a little further into 
the future. 

 
- Community Development staff recently met with developer LS Black to discuss their plans for the 

Medtronic site. A full presentation of the project is expected at the June work session. 
 

- The EDA will be receiving a presentation on the plan for 4300 Central Ave. As part of this project, the 
City provided the developer with a loan that is due in July of 2023. Community Development staff is 
working on an amendment to this agreement, which would extend the loan term to accommodate the 
development timeline. 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY  

AGENDA SECTION BUSINESS ITEMS 

MEETING DATE MAY 1, 2023 
 

ITEM: Review Updated Plans and Discuss Timeline for the Redevelopment of 4300 Central Avenue NE 

DEPARTMENT:  Community Development BY/DATE: Aaron Chirpich �t 4/28/23 

 
BACKGROUND: 
In the summer of 2021, the City partnered with Alatus, LLC to acquire the 4300 Central Avenue redevelopment 
site. At the time, the site was owned by the Hy-Vee grocery company who had received approval from the City 
in 2016 to rehabilitate the existing building on the site into a Hy-Vee grocery store. When it became apparent 
that Hy-Vee no longer planned to move forward with their reuse of the building, the City facilitated the 
acquisition of the property by Alatus. To achieve the property transfer, the City issued General Obligation 
Temporary Tax Increment bonds to provide a loan to Alatus for the acquisition of the site and predevelopment 
site preparation work.  
 
At the time of the acquisition of the site by Alatus, the preliminary redevelopment plans for the site included 
the following base elements: 
 

�x 400-600 multifamily units focused along Central Avenue and other areas of the site 
�x 40,000 to 80,000 square feet of retail/commercial space beneath the multifamily housing 
�x Grocery store as anchor tenant in the commercial space 
�x Underground parking 
�x Public open/park space 
�x Single-family housing on the west side of the site 

 
Following the acquisition of the site, Alatus began to refine their site plans and market the site to prospective 
commercial tenants with a focus on grocery partners. For several months, Alatus worked to secure a contract 
with a grocer that would serve as the primary anchor tenant of the commercial spaces. After coming close to 
sealing the deal with a grocer, that partner ultimately backed out. At this point, Alatus and the City discussed 
moving the plans forward without a grocery tenant. After discussion, it was determined that Alatus would 
circle back and try one more time to land a grocery partner before moving forward.  
 
Currently, Alatus has secured the interest of a very viable grocery partner, and both staff and Altus believe it is 
time to present the revised site plans to the community and move the project through the land-use 
entitlement process. To this end, Alatus would like to meet with the EDA and present the most up-to-date set 
of site plans and seek feedback before formally submitting their applications for land-use approvals. General 
next steps and the project timeline will also be discussed.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

�x Site Plans 
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4300 CENTRAL AVENUE MASTERPLAN
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