
MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 8, 2022 

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

Members Present:       

Jay Savage, Councilman  

Denise Bowden, Councilwoman 

William T. McComb, Councilman  

 

Others Present: 

Michael T. Tolbert, Town Manager 

 

Call to Order 

Chairman Savage called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Public Comment 

Chairman Savage opened the floor for public comment. 

 

Agenda Adoption  

Councilwoman Bowden motioned, seconded by Councilman McComb to adopt the agenda 

as presented.  Unanimously approved. 

 

Review of Open Burning Ordinance 

Town Manager Tolbert advised there is a model ordinance offered by the Virginia Pollution 

Control Board.  He was advised that if the Town adopts the model ordinance as is and the Town 

wants to make any changes, the changes will have to be approved by the Board.  The approval is 

granted if it isn’t made any less restrictive.  He advised that the County had the best ordinance.  

He explained that additional things Accomack added.  He stated that he used a lot of things in 

their ordinance, and it parallels the model ordinance.  He advised he included “Public Safety” in 

a few places.  He feels the County reviewed this and cleaned it up.  It also gives the definition of 

open burning, which he read and added that it leaves room for interpretation.   

 

There was discussion and clarification. 

 

Councilman Savage asked to add a section to include allowing the Fire Company or Town to 

burn clean storm debris or brush in approved locations.   

 

Town Manager Tolbert stated that the Town collects brush and tree limbs quarterly and for storm 

debris.  It is currently collected and taken to the Harbor and burned there with a firetruck 

standing by.  He feels it is more than adequate.  He will add a paragraph that allows storm debris 

and regular collected brush to be burned at an appropriate site.   

 

They discussed adding it to the list in Open Burning. 

 

Town Manager Tolbert stated that because they have made material changes, he would like to 

send it to the Virginia Pollution Control Board for approval.  The Committee can approve this 

pending their review. 



 

Councilwoman Bowden motioned, seconded by Councilman McComb to approve the 

presented draft Burn Ordinance with the additional paragraph pending on the review and 

approval of the Virginia Pollution Control Board, and to then send it to Council.  

Unanimously approved. 

 

Adjournment 

Councilwoman Bowden motioned, seconded by Councilman McComb to adjourn.  

Unanimously approved.  


