
 

 

  

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

City Council Chambers 

Monday, July 14, 2025 at 7:00 PM 

AGENDA 

Call to Order, Prayer, Pledge of Allegiance 

Adjustment and Approval of the Agenda — Items will only be added or removed with the approval of 

the Mayor and City Council. 

Special Presentations 

1. Citizen Recognition: Mayor & City Council will recognize Dr. Matt Mitchell, Pastor of First 

Wesleyan Church.  

Request to Speak/Opportunity for Public Comment — This is an opportunity for members of the 

public to express items of interest to the Mayor and City Council.  This is not a time to respond or take 

action.  Any necessary action will be taken under advisement.  Speakers are asked to use proper decorum 

and to limit comments to no more than three minutes. 

2. Public Comment Acknowledgment: City Manager, Josh Ross will provide clarity on items 

mentioned during public comment, if needed. 

Consent Agenda — The items of the Consent Agenda are adopted on a single motion and vote, unless the 

Mayor and City Council wish to withdraw an item for separate vote and/or discussion. 

3. Approval of Minutes: City Council will consider adopting the Meeting minutes of the June 9, 

2025 Regular Session. 

4. Approval of Minutes: City Council will consider adopting Meeting minutes of the June 24, 

2025 Work Session. 

Business Items 

5. Brand Presentation: Chelsea Dickey, of Motley Inc. will present Council with a new City 

brand. 

6. Brand Adoption: Council will consider adopting the new City brand presented by City Staff and 

Motley Inc.  

7. Public Hearing- Economic Development Grant (Project Arrival): City Council will hold a 

public hearing to hear public comment regarding an Economic Development Incentive Level 4 

for Project Arrival.  



8. Resolution - Economic Development Grant (Project Arrival): City Council will consider 

approving an Economic Incentive for Project Arrival after hearing those present at the public 

hearing. 

9. Public Hearing- Petition for Voluntary Annexation (Sunset Ridge): City Council will hold a 

public hearing to hear public comment regarding a voluntary annexation petition from 

Development Solutions Group (Sunset Ridge) for property located at tax parcels #314878 and 

#151640 (33.109 acres). 

10. Ordinance to Extend the corporate limits of the City of Bessemer City, NC: City Council 

will consider approving an ordinance regarding a zoning map amendment for property located at 

tax parcels #314878 and #151640 (33.109 acres). 

11. Resolution - Approving the Sale of Beer & Wine: City Council will consider adopting a 

resolution that would permit the sale of Beer and Wine at the July 2025 Cinema in Centennial 

Park event.  

12. Resolution Opposing SB 205: City Council will consider approving a resolution oppsoing the 

adoption of a bill that imposes severe restrictions on local zoning authority and grants excessive 

deference to state-level mandates and private development interests. 

13. Ripple Fiber Agreement - City Council will consider approving an agreement with Ripple for 

purposes of operating the network to locate, place, attach, install, operate, control, maintain, and 

repair Equipment in the Public Right-of-Way. 

14. Award Bid - Natural Gas System Improvements (Stewart Crossing - Phase 1): City Council 

will consider awarding the natural gas improvements for Phase 1 of Stewart Crossing to Classic 

City Mechanical for $266,862.  

City Manager's Report 

Council General Discussion — This is an opportunity for the Mayor and City Council to ask questions 

for clarification, provide information to staff, request staff to report back, or place a matter on a future 

agenda. 

Adjourn 



 

 

  

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

City Council Chambers 

Monday, June 9, 2025 at 7:00 PM  

MINUTES 
Members Present  

Mayor Becky S. Smith; Council Members Brenda Boyd, Bill Whitmire, Brent Guffey, Nellie Floyd, Donnie 

Griffin, and Allen Hook were present. City Manager Josh Ross and City Attorney Marshall Walker were 

also present. A quorum was established. 

Call to Order, Prayer, Pledge of Allegiance 

Mayor Smith called the meeting to order. Tripp Hord, Pastor of First United Methodist led the audience in 

prayer. Mayor Smith led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance and recognized June 14th as the 250th 

anniversary of the United States military. 

Adjustment and Approval of the Agenda  

By motion of Allen Hook and unanimous vote, the June agenda was approved with no revisions.  

 

Request to Speak/Opportunity for Public Comment 
Mayor Smith opened the floor for public comment. There was none.  

 

Consent Agenda 

The following items on the Consent Agenda were unanimously approved by motion of Donnie Griffin: 

1. Approval of Minutes: City Council will consider adopting the Meeting minutes of the May 12, 

2025 Regular Session. 

2. Approval of Minutes: City Council will consider adopting Meeting minutes of the May 27, 

2025 Work Session. 

 

Ordinance - Proposed FY 2025-2026 Budget  
By motion of Brenda Boyd and a 5:1 vote, with Donnie Griffin in opposition, the 2025-2026 proposed 

budget was adopted. A copy of the budget ordinance is on file at City Hall. 

 

Resolution Directing the Clerk to Investigate a Petition Received for Voluntary Annexation 

N.C.G.S. §160A-31 (Meritage Homes) 

By motion of Donnie Griffin and unanimous vote, a resolution directing the City Clerk to investigate the 

petition for voluntary annexation from Development Solutions Group for the Sunset Ridge homes project 

per NCGS 160A – 31 was adopted.   

 

Establish a Public Hearing - Petition for Voluntary Annexation (Sunset Ridge):  
By motion of Nellie Floyd and unanimous vote, City Council will hold a public hearing on Monday, July 

14th, 2025, at 7:00 PM to hear public comment regarding a voluntary annexation petition from 



Development Solutions Group (Sunset Ridge) for property located at tax parcels #314878 and #151640 

(36.08 acres).  

 

Lead and Copper - Engineering Contract (Find & Replace) 

City Manager Josh Ross explained that this contract and the next item on the agenda are for the same lead 

and copper study. These contracts continue the work initiated with funding from the NC Department of 

Environmental Quality (NCDEQ) regarding lead and galvanized piping in Bessemer City infrastructure. 

The project aligns with Phase 1 of the city’s broader compliance and improvement plan under EPA 

guidelines. The associated loan is 100% forgivable. A grant presentation will be delivered at the June 2025 

work session.  

 

By motion of Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, the engineering contract for 400 replacement services with 

Harvin Engineering LLC was approved.   

 

Lead and Copper - Engineering Contract (Service Replacement) 

By motion of Nellie Floyd and unanimous vote, the engineering contract for 150 replacement services with 

Harvin Engineering LLC was approved.   

 

Advisory Board Appointments Discussion 

City Clerk, Hydeia Hayes addressed Mayor and City Council regarding all applications received by citizens 

to serve on an advisory board. City Council made the following appointments: 

 

By motion of Brenda Boyd and unanimous vote, Constantine Tsambourinery and Charlene Hill were 

reappointed to serve on the Planning & Zoning Board of Adjustments. They will serve as Board Members 

until June 30, 2028. 

 

By motion of Allen Hook and unanimous vote, Paul “Demond” Richardson was appointed to serve on the 

Downtown Development Board. He will serve until 2028. 

 

By motion of Allen Hook and unanimous vote, Andrew Baxter was appointed to serve on the Parks & 

Recreation Advisory Board. He will serve until 2028. 

 

By motion of Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, Terry Holt, Michael Brooks, and Joe Will were reappointed 

to serve until June 30, 2028. 

Offer to Sell Property  
City Manager, Josh Ross informed the board that the upset bid process for property at 110 West Virginia 

Avenue has concluded. At this time, no bids have been received for this property.  

By motion of Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, an offer to purchase property at 110 West Virginia 

Avenue Parcel ID# 120803 for $200,000.00 was permitted. City Council also permitted the City Manager 

to consummate the sale.  

 

ABC Board Chairman 

By general consensus of City Council, Council member, Bill Whitmire was appointed to serve as the 

ABC Board liaison.  

 

By motion of Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, John Matsik was appointed to serve on the ABC Board 

Chair until June 30, 2026.   

 



Planning & Zoning Board Chairman and Vice Chairman  

By motion of Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, David Bruce Absher was reappointed to serve as Board 

Chair and Charlene Hill to serve as Vice Chair until June 30, 2026.  

 

Parks & Recreation Advisory Board Chairman 

By motion of Allen Hook and unanimous vote, Andrew Baxter was appointed to serve as the Parks & 

Recreation Advisory Board Chair until June 30, 2026. 

 

City Manager’s Report 

City Manager Ross gave updates on several projects: 

 Project GT: The long-paused project is now resuming, with expected progress this year. 

 Land Development Code (LDC): A consultant who previously worked on the LDC will assist with 

revisions. 

 City Hall Annex: Still on the market, with no bids received. However, it has received several 

inquiries. 

 Parks & Recreation: The city pool is open, and Parks & Recreation is planning a movie night at 

Centennial Park. 

 Downtown Development Board: Recently held its first official meeting, with a diverse mix of 

participants. 

 Events: The Juneteenth Festival is upcoming. Staff are also preparing for the “ALIVE” concert and 

fireworks on Friday, June 27th. Ross thanked the City Council and staff for their work on the budget 

and other ongoing projects, noting the complexity and high expectations involved. 

 

Council General Discussion  

Mayor Smith opened the floor for Council general discussion. Council Member Whitmire thanked City 

Manager Ross for his time and work on the budget process. Council Member Floyd commended the staff’s 

quick response to a cleanup request and discussed signage for the cemetery. Council Member Allen Hook 

acknowledged the staff’s efforts on the budget. Council Member Boyd thanked Allen and Brent for their 

housing work and noted concerns about homelessness in the community. Council Member Brent Guffey 

praised staff and suggested a 3% pay raise, noting resident complaints about speeding near Costner School 

Road. Council Member Griffin expressed appreciation for Hydeia Hayes and all staff contributions. Mayor 

Smith concluded by praising the staff’s commitment and hard work, emphasizing the city’s cleanliness and 

cooperative efforts with inmate labor. She reiterated support for a potential staff raise by January. 

 

Adjournment  

Being no further business to come before the board, by motion of Brenda Boyd and unanimous vote, the 

meeting was adjourned at 7:35 PM. 

 

 

_______________________                                                   ______________________________ 

   Becky S. Smith, Mayor                                   Hydeia Y. Hayes, City Clerk 



 

 

  

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

City Council Chambers 

Tuesday, June 24, 2025 at 2:00 PM 

MINUTES 
Call to Order 

Mayor Becky S. Smith called the meeting to order.  

 

Members Present 

Present for the meeting were Council Members Brenda Boyd, Nellie Floyd, Bill Whitmire, Brent Guffey, 

Allen Hook, and Donnie Griffin. City Manager Josh Ross and department heads were also in attendance. A 

quorum was established. 

 

Department Reports 

JoD Franklin, Parks & Recreation Director 

Mr. Franklin announced plans to rent the City park for a community gospel singing event on August 7. The 

event will include two bands, with proceeds benefiting Western Relief Funds. He shared that concessions 

and possibly a food truck will be provided, and the splash pad will remain open. He discussed plans for trivia 

nights at local businesses, movie nights in the park for youth and young adults, and a potential craft beer 

vendor for certain events. The Council was advised that community feedback and partnership consistency 

would be key in determining the venues for future activities. He also previewed changes to the Brew & Que 

festival, including earlier judging and expanded engagement with vendors and media. By consensus, Brew 

& Que will be held on Friday, October 3rd, 2025. 

 

Jamie Watkins, City Planner & Stormwater Administrator 

Mrs. Watkins updated Council on sidewalk installations in Stewart Crossing and addressed drainage 

concerns on 8th Street, clarifying it is a state-maintained road. Dust mitigation efforts are underway in 

Meritage Homes and Stewart Crossing. She also discussed new public outreach materials related to 

stormwater education and noted a voluntary annexation at Brookline to be heard in the next regular meeting. 

Additional updates included LDC revisions and project reviews for Stratford Homes and Sunset Ridge. 

 

Diane Jenkins, Finance Director 

Ms. Jenkins reported that the City is finalizing year-end items in preparation for the annual audit. She noted 

there were fewer budget amendments this year than in any year since 2014 and praised staff for staying the 

course. 

 

Jamie Ramsey, Operations and Special Projects Director 

Mr. Ramsey reported a successful gas audit and noted that Dylan Farris in the gas department recently earned 

his welding certification, which will allow the City to reduce external welding costs. He also reported on a 

pending gas line relocation in the Vantine area and the receipt of two lead and copper study engineering 

contracts that will be presented to Council in June. 

 

Tom Ellis, Public Safety Director 



Mr. Ellis reported a sharp increase in fire-related calls and recent instances of youth vandalism on city 

property. Two speed monitoring devices are in use to address public safety concerns. 

 

Hydeia Hayes, City Clerk & Human Resources Director 

Ms. Hayes noted that all City boards are currently filled and share appreciation for the Council's support of 

Juneteenth and staff events. 

 

Capital Project and Grant Presentations 

Doug Chaman, McGill Engineering Associates and City Manager, Josh Ross presented updates on 

stormwater and water quality grants: 

 PFAs Study: A state-funded $500,000 grant has been awarded to assess and pilot treatment 

solutions for PFAs—chemical contaminants linked to health risks. 

 Stormwater Management: A $340,000 grant is dedicated to watershed study and infrastructure 

planning. 

 Lead & Copper Rule Compliance: Harvin Engineering is assisting with inventory and replacement 

projects totaling over $4 million. These are federally mandated and partially forgivable through 

grants. Notices to affected property owners will be sent out next month. 

 Brownfield Assessments: 20 Phase I and 10 Phase II environmental assessments are underway 

following delays earlier in the year. 

 Public Safety Station: Staff is seeking $2.15 million in direct state grant funding to construct a new 

Public Safety facility. Sales of surplus City properties (totaling $3.5 million) and general funds will 

help finance the project. A purchase at 115 W. Washington Avenue is pending Council approval, 

and environmental feasibility studies have been completed. 

 

Budget Amendments  

Finance Director Jenkins discussed internal budget balancing without tapping into fund balance. A new 

GASB rule now requires reporting of sales tax refunds and accounting for sick and vacation leave liabilities. 

City staff is seeking approval of one budget amendment regarding general fund and another regarding the 

water and sewer fund.  

 

By motion of Allen Hook and unanimous vote, the budget amendment for general fund in the amount of 

$106,000 was approved.  

 

By motion of Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, the budget amendment for the water and sewer fund in the 

amount of $78,000 was approved.    

 

Hazard Mitigation Plan  

Gaston County Emergency Management staff are working on the required five-year update to the Hazard 

Mitigation Plan. 

 

By motion of Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, the hazard mitigation plan update was adopted.  

 

Establish Public Hearing – Economic Development Grant (Project Arrival) 

By motion of Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, a public hearing regarding a Level 4 Economic 

Development Incentive for Project Arrival on Monday, July 14, 2025 at 7:00 PM. 

 

City Manager’s Report 



City Manager Ross highlighted the feasibility study and environmental review for the Public Safety capital 

project. He noted upcoming events, strategic outreach to media outlets such as Queen City News, and 

continued coordination for community development projects. 

 

Council General Discussion 

Mayor Smith opened the floor for discussion. Council Member, Brenda Boyd shared a compliment from 

Trinity Baptist regarding City staff professionalism. Council Member, Brent Guffey reported brush cleanup 

issues being addressed by City crews. Council Member, Allen Hook provided an update on debris removal 

efforts at the Dallas Citizens Center, which will conclude by the end of June. 

 

Adjournment 

There being no further business, by motion of Brenda Boyd and unanimous vote the meeting was 

adjourned at 4:18 PM. 

 

 

_______________________                                                  ______________________________ 

   Becky S. Smith, Mayor                 Hydeia Y. Hayes, City Clerk 



 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE A LEVEL FOUR INCENTIVE GRANT PURSUANT TO 

N.C.GEN.STAT. §158-7.1 AND TO AUTHORIZE GASTON COUNTY TO ENTER INTO AN 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT (EDA) WITH PROJECT ARRIVAL 

 

 

WHEREAS, Project ARRIVAL is considering a total investment of $56,000,000 to establish a manufacturing 

facility in Gaston County. Project ARRIVAL plans to invest $56 million to customize and upfit an existing facility 

and purchase machinery and equipment. Project ARRIVAL anticipates creating 175 new jobs with an average 

annual salary exceeding $52,354 per year in Gaston County which is above the county average wage; and, 

 

WHEREAS, North Carolina General Statute §158-7.1 authorizes a City to undertake an economic development 

project by providing grants for the location of industry; should any grants and incentives be offered by the State 

of North Carolina and a local match be required, the Local Investment Grant will be used as the match and no 

additional funds will be obligated by the City; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Bessemer City developed an economic grant policy to provide global advanced manufacturing 

companies and distribution facilities with incentives to attract high quality industries and jobs; and, 

 

WHEREAS, it is anticipated that the Company’s capital investment in and at the Property and its operations 

thereat will generate significant ad valorem tax, sales tax and other revenues to the City and will qualify for a 

Level Four Grant; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the City will prepare a detailed Economic Development Agreement (EDA), between Project 

ARRIVAL and the City, and chosen municipality, to induce the company to provide good job opportunities and 

capital investment which will enhance the City’s ability to attract additional business and industry; and, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Bessemer City Council approves a Level Four Grant 

and authorizes City Manager to execute any documents necessary to complete an Economic Development 

Agreement for Foundry Commercial. 

 

Adopted this the 14th day of July, 2025. 

 

  

     

____________________________________   

               Becky S. Smith, Mayor     

____________________________________ 

  Hydeia Hayes, City Clerk 
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