CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
City Council Chambers
Monday, August 11, 2025 at 7:00 PM

MINUTES
Members Present
Mayor Becky S. Smith; Council Members Brenda Boyd, Bill Whitmire, Brent Guffey, Nellie Floyd, Donnie
Griffin, and Allen Hook were present. City Manager Josh Ross and City Attorney David Smith were also
present. A quorum was established.

Call to Order, Prayer, Pledge of Allegiance
Mayor Smith called the meeting to order. John Harper, Pastor of Ragan Wesleyan led the audience in prayer.

Mayor Smith led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Adjustment and Approval of the Agenda
By motion of Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, the August agenda was approved with no revisions.

Request to Speak/Opportunity for Public Comment
Mayor Smith opened the floor for public comment. There was none.

Consent Agenda
The following items on the Consent Agenda were unanimously approved by motion of Brenda Boyd:

1. Approval of Minutes: City Council will consider adopting the Meeting minutes of the July 14,
2025 Regular Session.

2. Approval of Minutes: City Council will consider adopting Meeting minutes of the July 29, 2025
Work Session.

3. Temporary Street Closure - 4th Annual Brew & Que Festival: City administration is requesting
the temporary closure of the 100 Block of West Virginia, East Virginia, West Pennsylvania
Avenue, and the 100 Block of North and South 12th Street for the 4th Annual Brew & Que Festival
on Friday, October 3rd and Saturday, October 4th, 2025.

9/11 Proclamation

Mayor, Becky S. Smith read the 9/11 Proclamation aloud and declared September 11, 2025, as a day of
service and remembrance. The proclamation honored those lost in the terrorist attacks of September 11,
2001, as well as the bravery of first responders, military personnel, and volunteers.

By motion of Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, the proclamation was adopted. A copy of the proclamation
is available at City Hall.

ABC Board Chair Appointment



By motion of Brenda Boyd and unanimous vote, John Matsik’s resignation as ABC Board Chair was
accepted.

By motion of Donnie Griffin, Michael Brooks was appointed as ABC Board Chair until June 30, 2026.

City Manager’s Report
City Manager Ross gave updates on several projects:

e Habitat for Humanity: Will hold a wall-raising event at 311 East Georgia Avenue on August 13,
2025, marking one of the first projects in the community by Habitat for Humanity of Greater
Charlotte.

e Fire Department Staffing: The hiring process has begun for three new full-time firefighters,
transitioning part-time roles approved in the budget.

e Public Safety Projects: Efforts are ongoing to secure funding for the new fire station project and
the conversion of the current station into a police station. Grant applications, including one to the
Department of Commerce, have been submitted.

e 11th Street Tunnel Project: Paving and concrete bump-outs have been completed. Local art
teachers will assist in painting the tunnel before the school year begins.

e Community Pool: Attendance and revenue remain consistent with last year, underscoring the pool’s
value as a community asset.

Council General Discussion

Mayor Smith shared updates about attending the Kintegra facility, praising its wide range of services,
including healthcare, dentistry, pharmacy, and school-based support for children. Council Member
Whitmire raised concerns about traffic and speeding, particularly on West Virginia Avenue and the
Cherryville Highway. He suggested considering a four-way stop at Inman Street. Council Member Boyd
commended city staff for cleanup efforts at the corner of Pinchback Avenue. Council Member Hook noted
progress on the 11th Street Tunnel bump-out project. Council Member Guffey thanked staff for their
response to a recent vehicle accident and recognized their cleanup efforts. Council Member Griffin spoke
positively about Kintegra’s contributions and its staff, also praising local physicians. Council Member
Floyd shared details about funeral services for Debby Ray’s sister, scheduled for Saturday, August 16, 2025.

Adjournment
Being no further business to come before the board, by motion of Brenda Boyd and unanimous vote, the
meeting was adjourned at 7:19 PM.

Becky S. Smith, Mayor Hydeia Y. Hayes, City Clerk



