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CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
City Council Chambers
Monday, December 8, 2025 at 7:00 PM

MINUTES
Members Present
Mayor Becky S. Smith; Council Members Bill Whitmire, Brent Guffey, Nellie Floyd, Donnie Griffin, and
Allen Hook were present. City Manager Josh Ross and City Attorney, David Smith were also present.
Council member, Brenda Boyd was absent. A quorum was established.

Call to Order, Prayer, Pledge of Allegiance
Mayor Smith called the meeting to order. Scott Rudisill, Lead Pastor of Westview Baptist led the audience

in prayer. Mayor Smith led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Adjustment and Approval of the Agenda
By motion of Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, the December agenda was approved with no revisions.

Special Presentation

Student Appreciation- Students from Bessemer City High School, Bessemer City Middle School, Tryon
Elementary, and Bessemer City Primary School were recognized by their principals and City Council as
part of the Student Appreciation Program:

Mrs. Doneen Johnson, Principal of Bessemer City High School, and Mayor Smith, recognized the following
students of the month: Germarkus Hoyle, 9" grade representative; Jamy Samayoa Escobar, 10" grade
representative; Justin Short, 11" grade representative and Daiana Salinas Laguna, 12" grade representative.

Dr. Rebecca Wilson, Principal of Bessemer City Middle School, and Mayor Smith, recognized the
following students of the month: Braylee A. Deaton and Hailee G. Phinney, 6" grade representatives;
Sophia Mendez Sandoval, 7" grade representative; and Santiago Autry, 81" grade representative.

Mrs. Erin Morehead, Guidance Counselor at Bessemer City Primary and Mayor Smith, recognized the
following students of the month: Braxley Geer, Kindergarten representative; Emma Peterson, 1st grade,
and representative; Aria Padilla, 2nd grade representative.

Mrs. Melissa Knicks, Principal of Tryon Elementary and Mayor Smith, recognized the following students
of the month: Eleanor Bumgardner, Kindergarten representative; Kindel Walker, 1 grade, lan Glover, 2"
grade representative, Aurora Falls, 3" grade representative; Eugene Harris, 4™ grade representative; and
Conner Whittington, 5" grade representative.

Consent Agenda
The following items on the Consent Agenda were unanimously approved by motion of Donnie Griffin:



1. Approval of Minutes: City Council will consider adopting the Meeting minutes of November
10, 2025 Regular Session.

2. Approval of Minutes: City Council will consider adopting the Meeting minutes of the
November 25, 2025 Work Session.

Acceptance of Official Canvass
By motion of Brent Guffey, and unanimous vote the official canvass of the Tuesday, November 4™, 2025
election was accepted.

The votes are as follows:

Nellie Floyd -244
Manny Tsambouniery - 280
Chris Harmon -229

Public Hearing — Establish Stormwater Board

As required by NCGS 160A-346, the City is required to hold a public hearing prior to adopting and
amending any changes to Land Development Code (LDC). Mayor and Council wish to establish a
stormwater board in sections 6.2 and 6.3 of the LDC. Public notice of this public hearing was advertised in
accordance of N.C.G.S. 160A-364.

By motion of Allen Hook and unanimous vote, the public hearing was opened at 7:27 PM.

Mayor Smith asked if there was anyone present to speak in favor of the establishment of the stormwater
board. There was none.

Mayor Smith asked if there was anyone present to speak in opposition of the establishment of the
stormwater board. There was none.

By motion of Nellie Floyd and unanimous vote, the public hearing was closed at 7:28 PM.

Ordinance to Amend the Land Development Code (LDC) & Establish a Stormwater Board

City Manager, Joshua Ross informed the board that the purpose of the proposed board is to incorporate
stormwater management into the Land Development Code and regulate stormwater matters. If approved,
this would add stormwater management responsibilities to the Planning and Zoning Board of Adjustment.
Staff provided an overview of the proposed changes and responded to questions. City Council installed the
following current Board Members and terms:

Board Member: Term:

Bruce Absher (Chari) December 2025 - June 2027
Charlene Hill (Vice Chair) December 2025 — June 2028 (ETJ)
Pamela Gladney December 2025 — June 2026
Wendy Burgess December 2025 — June 2026

Linda Willis December 2025 - June 2027

Constantine Tsambouniery ~ December 2025 — June 2028
Vacancy December 2025 — June 2027



By motion of Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, the ordinance amending Land Development Code (LDC)
chapter 6 and appointments were approved.

City Manager’s Report
The City Manager reported that there were no major updates and expressed appreciation for the
opportunity to serve, specifically thanking council members for their service.

Council General Discussion

Mayor Smith opened the floor for discussion from Council. Council Member Donnie Griffin congratulated
Council Member Nellie Floyd and the newly elected officials, expressing appreciation for those currently
serving.

Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned Sine Die at 7:36 PM, by motion of Donnie
Griffin and unanimous vote concluding the 2023-2025 Council Session.

Becky S. Smith, Mayor Hydeia Y. Hayes, City Clerk



