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CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
City Council Chambers
Monday, September 8, 2025 at 7:00 PM

MINUTES
Members Present
Mayor Becky S. Smith; Council Members Brenda Boyd, Bill Whitmire, Brent Guffey, Nellie Floyd, Donnie
Griffin, and Allen Hook were present. City Manager Josh Ross and City Attorney David Smith were also
present. A quorum was established.

Call to Order, Prayer, Pledge of Allegiance
Mayor Smith called the meeting to order. Will Upchurch, Pastor of Long Creek Presbyterian led the

audience in prayer. Mayor Smith led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Adjustment and Approval of the Agenda
By motion of Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, the September agenda was approved with no revisions.

Request to Speak/Opportunity for Public Comment
Mayor Smith opened the floor for public comment. The following came forth:

e Aaron Grosdider of 517 Costner School Road: Mr. Grosdider expressed concerns regarding
transparency in financing for Stinger Park, including debt repayment and ongoing upkeep. He
requested that detailed financial information be made available in the city newsletter. Mr. Grosdider
also raised concerns about vehicle identification for city police and public works vehicles, live-
streaming quality of council meetings, and granting relief to businesses building in Bessemer City.

Consent Agenda
The following items on the Consent Agenda were unanimously approved by motion of Allen Hook:

1. Approval of Minutes: City Council will consider adopting the Meeting minutes of the August
11, 2025 Regular Session.

2. Approval of Minutes: City Council will consider adopting the Meeting minutes of the August
26, 2025 Work Session.

3. Street Closure - Trunk or Treat: City administration is requesting the temporary closure of the
100 Block of West and East Virginia Avenue for the Halloween Trunk or Treat event on
Saturday, October 25th, 2025.

4. Street Closure - ""Creepy Crawl™ Fall Festival: City administration is requesting the
temporary closure of the 100 Block of West Virginia Avenue for the Fall festival on Sunday,
October 26th, 2025.



Proclamation: Dyslexia Awareness Month
Mayor, Becky S. Smith read the Dyslexia Awareness Month Proclamation aloud and declared October 2025
as a month of awareness in Bessemer City.

By motion of Donnie Griffin and unanimous vote, the proclamation was adopted. A copy of the
proclamation is available at City Hall.

Proclamation: Domestic Violence Awareness Month
Mayor, Becky S. Smith read the Domestic Violence Awareness Month Proclamation aloud and declared
October 2025 as a month of awareness in Bessemer City.

By motion of Brenda Boyd and unanimous vote, the proclamation was adopted. A copy of the proclamation
is available at City Hall.

Public Hearing —Economic Development Grant (Project Delorean):

Donny Hicks, Director at Gaston County Economic Development Commission, addressed the Board with
some general information about the project, as it is a confidential matter. Gaston County Commissioners
have adopted a similar resolution to provide an incentive for a private entity. This economic development
incentive program grant request is for property located in Bessemer City. The investment is a total of
$52,000,000.00 and set to establish a facility that will bring over 175 jobs. The property would receive a
portion of their tax payment back over a 5-year period of paid taxes. The private entity must pay their taxes
in order to receive the monies back. The first year they would receive 90% back, the second year they would
receive 80% back, and so forth.

By motion of Allen Hook and unanimous vote, the public hearing regarding the economic development
incentive was opened at 7:16 PM.

Mayor Smith asked if there was anyone present to speak in favor of the economic development incentive.
The following individuals came forth:

- Aaron Grosdider of 517 Costner School Road: Mr. Grosdider asked for details about the project,
and Mayor Smith clarified that details could not yet be disclosed per NCGS.

- David Lutz of 408 N. 8" Street: Mr. Lutz expressed frustration about the lack of available
information. Mayor Smith noted prior success with similar economic development projects in the
City.

Mayor Smith asked if there was anyone present to speak in opposition of the economic development
incentive. There was none.

By motion of Brenda Boyd and unanimous vote, the public hearing regarding the economic development
incentive was closed at 7:18 PM.

Resolution Approving Incentives Pursuant to NCGS §158-7.1 And To Authorize Bessemer City To
Enter Into An Economic Development Agreement (EDA) With Project Delorean (Level 1V
Investment)

By motion of Donnie Griffin and unanimous vote, the resolution for the level 4 investment grant was
approved for Project Delorean.



Public Hearing —Economic Development Grant (Project East Coast):

Donny Hicks, Director at Gaston County Economic Development Commission, addressed the Board with
some general information about the project, as it is a confidential matter. This is an expansion of a current
project involving a $115 million investment. The incentive was described as a Level 4 grant supported by
non-disclosure agreements. The expansion includes significant infrastructure improvements but does not
directly add new jobs.

By motion of Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, the public hearing regarding the economic development
incentive was opened at 7:21 PM.

Mayor Smith asked if there was anyone present to speak in favor of the economic development incentive.
There was none.

Mayor Smith asked if there was anyone present to speak in opposition of the economic development
incentive. There was none.

By motion of Bill Whitmire and unanimous vote, the public hearing regarding the economic development
incentive was closed at 7:21 PM.

Resolution Approving Incentives Pursuant to NCGS §158-7.1 And To Authorize Bessemer City To
Enter Into An Economic Development Agreement (EDA) With Project East Coast (Level IV
Investment)

By motion of Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, the resolution for the level 4 investment grant was
approved for Project Delorean.

Resolution Approving the Sale of Beer
City Staff is requesting the approval of the sale of beer at the October 2025 Creepy Crawl event held in
Centennial Park on Sunday, October 26.

By motion of Bill Whitmire and 4-2 vote, with Donnie Griffin and Brenda Boyd in opposition, the resolution
regarding the sale of beer at the Creepy Crawl event was approved.

Strategic Plan Adoption

Kelly Weston of Centralina Council of Governments (CCOG) presented the city’s Strategic Plan, developed
through annual City Council retreats and community processes. The plan outlined the mission, vision,
values, and strategic goals for Bessemer City. Council members discussed the importance of
communication and public engagement.

By motion of Allen Hook and unanimous vote, the strategic plan was adopted.

Budget Amendment

Reallocation of $567,000 from the sale of city-owned properties (Central Drug pharmacy and the old Rex
theatre) into the Public Safety capital project was discussed. City Manager Ross informed Council that this
revenue was not from taxpayers but grant funds from the city’s Business Accelerator Program (BAP).

By motion of Nellie Floyd and unanimous vote, the budget amendment in the amount of $567,725 was
approved.

Budget Amendment



The allocation for preliminary expenses in the amount of $567,725 related to the public safety capital project
was discussed.

By motion of Brenda Boyd and unanimous vote, the budget amendment in the amount of $567,000 was
approved.

City Manager’s Report
City Manager Ross gave updates on several projects:

e A 9/11 Memorial Service at City Hall flagpoles to honor victims and first responders.

e Planning for Public Safety Day, a community event to highlight police and fire services.

e Expanded efforts to promote volunteer opportunities on the city website, encouraging civic
engagement.

e Appreciation to Council for their dedication in finalizing the Strategic Plan.

Council General Discussion

Mayor Smith opened the floor for discussion from Council. Council member, Nellie Floyd announced the
Vantive Collective event on Saturday, September 12, from noon to 6 PM. Council Member, Brent Guffey
thanked Centralina for their work on the Strategic Plan. City Clerk, Hydeia Hayes highlighted new
educational opportunities available to mayor and council members.

Adjournment
Being no further business to come before the board, by motion of Brenda Boyd and unanimous vote, the
meeting was adjourned at 7:41 PM.

Becky S. Smith, Mayor Hydeia Y. Hayes, City Clerk



