
 

 

  

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

City Council Chambers 

Monday, April 14, 2025 at 7:00 PM  

MINUTES 
Members Present  

Mayor, Becky S. Smith, Council Members: Brenda Boyd, Brent Guffey, Nellie Floyd, Donnie Griffin and 

Allen Hook were all present. City Manager, Josh Ross and City Attorney David Smith were present. A 

quorum was present.  

Call to Order, Prayer, Pledge of Allegiance 

Mayor Smith called the meeting to order. First Wesleyan, Senior Pastor Dr. Matt Mitchell led the audience 

in prayer. Mayor Smith led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Adjustment and Approval of the Agenda  
By motion of Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, the April agenda was approved with no revisions.  

 

Special Presentation 
Student Appreciation- Students from Bessemer City High School, Bessemer City Middle School, Bessemer 

City Central Elementary School, and Bessemer City Primary School were recognized by their principals 

and City Council as part of the Student Appreciation Program: 

Mrs. Doneen Johnson, Principal of Bessemer City High School, and Mayor Smith, recognized the following 

students of the month: Alexis Parker, 9th grade representative; Tessa Holcombe, 10th grade representative; 

Rusty Holcombe, 11th grade representative and Jaelyn Gamble and Lexi Diaz, 12th grade representatives.   

 

Ms. Kristin Haskett, Assistant Principal of Bessemer City Middle School, and Mayor Smith, recognized the 

following students of the month: Meliah Wallace, Encore representative; Zara Bailey, 7th grade 

representative; A’Myriakal Banks 8th grade representative.  

 

Mrs. Erin Morehead, Bessemer City Primary Guidance Counselor and Mayor Smith, recognized the 

following students of the month: Nova McCoy, 3rd grade representative; Alana Crank, 4th grade 

representative; and Parker Wellman, 5th grade representative.  

 

Mrs. Erin Morehead, Guidance Counsel of Bessemer City Primary and Mayor Smith, recognized the 

following students of the month: Nova Roseboro, Kindergarten representative; Aria Sims, 1st grade 

representative; Aaden Scipio, 2nd grade representative.  

Bessemer City Athletic Presentation: Mayor Smith and City Council recognized Tionna Pettus, Bessemer 

City High School basketball player for scoring over 1,000 points in her athletic career.  



City Employee Recognition: Mayor Smith and City Council recognized the late Brad Kelly’s family with 

a key to the City and proclamation. Mr. Kelly was a dedicated city employee who served for over 10 

years.  

 

Request to Speak/Opportunity for Public Comment 
Before Mayor Smith opened the floor City Manager, Josh Ross informed the public that the developers for 

rezoning request CD 05-2024 have withdrawn their application. Thus, item number 13 on the agenda 

“Ordinance Amending Zoning Map” can be stricken from the agenda.  

 

Mayor Smith opened the floor for public comment. The following individuals came forth:  

 

 Greg Farris of 905 Toncin Avenue: Mr. Farris addressed the Board regarding the appointment of a 

Board member to Ward 11.Mr. Farris recommends that Mr. Wayne Massagee be appointed to serve 

on the Board. Per Farris, Massagee has served on the rescue squad and has a lot of governmental 

experience.  

 Bryan Hoffman of 704 S. 15th Street: Mr. Hoffman addressed the Board regarding the ordinance 

map amendment for rezoning request CD 05-2024 for property located off N. 12th Street. However, 

he no longer wishes to speak. Mr. Hoffman stated that he serves on the Planning & Zoning Board, 

and regrets approving this project for Council consideration after hearing the public comment during 

the March 2025 regular city council meeting.  

 

 Wayne Massagee of 107 Windward Drive: Mr. Massagee addressed the Board regarding his 

appointment to the Ward 1 seat on City Council. Four people have reached out to Mr. Massagee 

regarding the open seat and after some reflection, he would like to serve the Bessemer City 

community again. Mr. Massagee has served for over 48 years in EMS and was previously elected 

on Bessemer City Council in 2000. He served as a City Council member until 2009. We are a small 

town and development is good. However, Council should be sure that the next Ward 1 Council 

member is competent and wants to the serve the City.  

 

Consent Agenda 

The following items on the Consent Agenda were unanimously approved by motion of Brenda Boyd: 

1. Approval of Minutes: City Council will consider adopting the Meeting minutes of the March 

10, 2025 Regular Session. 

2. Approval of Minutes: City Council will consider adopting Meeting minutes of the March 25, 

2025 Work Session. 

3. Interlocal Agreement for Collection of Taxes: City Staff is seeking approval of an agreement 

with Gaston County to collect Bessemer City property taxes. 

4. Local Water Supply Plan: City Council will consider approving a resolution adopting the local 

water supply plan. The Local Water Supply Plan provides a comprehensive assessment of water 

supply needs, water use, and water availability. 

5. Ratify Proclamation - Osage Mill Redevelopment Project: On Wednesday, April 9th Mayor 

Smith recognized the Osage Mill Redevelopment Project during a ribbon cutting at the site.  

Establish Public Hearing for 2025-2026 Proposed Budget 
By motion of Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, City Council will hold a public hearing on Monday, May 



12th at 7:00 PM in Council Chambers to hear public comment regarding the proposed 2025-2026 City 

budget.  

 

Resolution – Technology Use Policy 

By motion of Nellie Floyd and unanimous vote, a resolution that governs the use of the City's network and 

devices owned, leased, maintained by City employees, Mayor and City Council, and appointed boards by 

a technology use policy was approved.   

Resolution of Intent - Single Water Rate Structure 

By motion Allen Hook and unanimous vote, a resolution of intent to transition to a single water rate for 

residents and non-residents after the Tryon Waterline Project finishes was approved.  

Offer to Sell Property  

City Manager, Josh Ross informed the board that the upset bid process for property at 112 West Virginia 

Avenue has concluded. Since December 2024, the city has been conducting an upset bid process from a 

starting offer of $230,000.  

By motion of Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, an offer to purchase property at 112 W. Virginia Avenue 

Parcel ID#120802 for $405,000.00 was permitted. City Council also permitted the City Manager to 

consummate the sale.  

ABC Board Chairman Appointment 

City Clerk, Hydeia Hayes informed the board that at the March 2025 ABC Board meeting the Board 

Chair stepped down. Thus, there is a vacancy in the Chairman position. Currently, there are two vacancies 

on the board as well. There are still three members currently serving, who can be selected as chair.  

By motion of Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, John Matsik was appointed as the ABC Board chairman 

of the ABC Board until June 30, 2025.  

 

Appointment of Council Member- Ward 1 

Before Mayor Smith opened the floor for motions, she informed City Council that per the City Attorney, 

the previous motion to not approve Bill Whitmire could still be voted on. As the intent was not to say no to 

the potential board member, but that Council wanted more time to consider the vote.  

 

Mayor Smith opened the floor for a motion to appoint a Council Member for Ward 1.  

 

By motion of Nellie Floyd and a 4:1 vote with Brent Guffey in opposition, William “Bill” Whitmire was 

appointed to serve as Ward 1 City Council member.  

 

City Manager’s Report 

City Manager, Josh Ross, addressed the Board with the following:  

- He apologized for not being present last month due to illness.  

- The Osage Mill ribbon cutting went well. Mr. Ross thanked the board and public for attending.  

- Per the adopted FY 2025-2026 budget calendar, the first budget session will be Tuesday, April 

29th, 2025.  

- The first cruise in and community concert will be Saturday, April 26th, 2025.   

- Parks & Recreation has over 330 participants for the Youth Baseball program.  

- The City has now sold the central drug store for $405,000, although initial bidding started at 

$230,000.  

 



Council General Discussion  

Mayor Smith opened the floor for Council general discussion. Council Member, Nellie Floyd stated that 

she was thankful for Bill Whitmire joining the board.  

 

Adjournment  

Being no further business to come before the board, by motion of Brenda Boyd and unanimous vote, the 

meeting was adjourned at 7:57 PM. 

 

 

_______________________                                                   ______________________________ 

   Becky S. Smith, Mayor                                   Hydeia Y. Hayes, City Clerk 


