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CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
City Council Chambers
Monday, May 12, 2025 at 7:00 PM

MINUTES

Members Present

Mayor, Becky S. Smith, Council Members: Brenda Boyd, Bill Whitmire, Brent Guffey, Nellie Floyd,
Donnie Griffin and Allen Hook were all present. City Manager, Josh Ross and City Attorney Marshall
Walker were present. A quorum was present.

Call to Order, Prayer, Pledge of Allegiance
Mayor Smith called the meeting to order. Mt. Pleasant Baptist, Pastor Thurman Clark led the audience in

prayer. Mayor Smith led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Adjustment and Approval of the Agenda
By motion of Allen Hook and unanimous vote, the May agenda was approved with no revisions.

Special Presentation
Student Appreciation- Students from Bessemer City High Primary and Tryon Elementary School were
recognized by their principals and City Council as part of the Student Appreciation Program:

Mrs. Erin Morehead, Guidance Counsel of Bessemer City Primary and Mayor Smith, recognized the
following students of the month: Nova Roseboro, Kindergarten representative; Aria Sims, 1% grade
representative; Aaden Scipio, 2" grade representative.

Mrs. Ashley Lackey, Literacy Teacher of Tryon Elementary and Mayor Smith, recognized the following
students of the month: Malakih Kendrick and Anslee Stalnaker, Kindergarten representatives; Kileal Moore
and Abigail McCombs, 1%t grade representatives, Piper Davis and Elizabeth Jones, 2" grade representatives,
Victoria Santiago and Isaiah Patterson, 3" grade representatives; Allisen Cienfuegos and Adam Cheek, 4%
grade representatives; and Nuria Jumileth Reyes and Mason Daniels, 51" grade representatives.

Citizen Recognition: Mayor Smith and City Council recognized the late Otis Whitehurst’s family with a
key to the City and proclamation. Mr. Whitehurst was a dedicated citizen who was dedicated to the
betterment of Bessemer City. He also bought the building that houses the Crisis Ministry. Mayor Smith
also recognized Mr. Whitehurst’s daughter, Lauren as she is a purple heart recipient.

Request to Speak/Opportunity for Public Comment
Mayor Smith opened the floor for public comment. There was none.

Consent Agenda
The following items on the Consent Agenda were unanimously approved by motion of Donnie Griffin:



1. Approval of Minutes: City Council will consider adopting the Meeting minutes of the April 14,
2025 Regular Session.

2. Approval of Minutes: City Council will consider adopting Meeting minutes of the April 23,
2025 Special Session.

3. Approval of Minutes: City Council will consider adopting Meeting minutes of the April 29,
2025 Work Session.

Proclamation Commemorating National Police Week
Mayor, Becky S. Smith read the proclamation recognizing Sunday, May 11th - Saturday, May 17th, 2025
as National Police Week in Bessemer City.

By motion of Brenda Boyd and unanimous vote, the Proclamation was adopted. A copy of this proclamation
is available for citizen review at City Hall.

Proclamation Commemorating Juneteenth Week & Festival

Mayor, Becky S. Smith read the proclamation recognizing Juneteenth week in Bessemer City from Sunday,
June 8th until Saturday, June 14th, 2025. Additionally, the Festival will be held Friday, June 13" at 6:00
PM in Centennial Park.

By motion of Nellie Floyd and unanimous vote, the Proclamation was adopted. A copy of this proclamation
is available for citizen review at City Hall.

Public Hearing for 2025-2026 Proposed Budget

City Manager, Josh Ross addressed City Council regarding the proposed budget. The proposed budget
maintains the current property tax rate of $0.55 per $100 of valuation and includes no use of fund balance
to balance the budget. Utility rate increases are proposed: a 3.5% increase for water, a 5% increase for sewer
(due to increased TRU costs), and an increase in the non-residential stormwater MMR rate from $3.00 to
$4.50.

Mr. Ross noted that this is the third year that the proposed budget is balanced without fund balance. In the
past, the city has used utility revenues to support the general fund. However, we wish to reduce the amount
of funds used by administrative charges from utility funds.

This budget reflects a conservative and strategic approach, continuing investments in infrastructure, public
safety, and staff. Key investments include:

Air conditioning for Stinger Park

Improvements to Centennial Park and the city pool
Citywide sidewalk repairs

Partial funding for an Economic Development Director
Three full-time firefighter positions

A 2% cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) for all staff

Mr. Ross highlighted the following key financial considerations:

Additional debt service obligations (General and Water/Wastewater Funds)
Inflationary pressures and increased operational costs

Continued fund balance recovery

Revenue shortfalls due to decreased utility usage



o Strategic investments to support growth

Mr. Ross also reminded Council that the City remains on the Local Government Commission’s (LGC) Unit
Assistance List (UAL), which is used by LGC staff to prioritize resources, develop guidance, and enhance
fiscal monitoring. The City's ongoing efforts are focused on strengthening fund balances, correcting
structural imbalances, and eliminating reliance on one-time funding for recurring costs. The LGC has
emphasized the need for “prompt and proper implementation” of these corrective actions, which the
proposed budget supports.

Mr. Ross thanked Council for the opportunity to serve as City Manager and prepare the budget. Council
member, Bill Whitmire inquired about the budget process and how to give feedback. Mr. Ross informed
him that per the Council adopted budget schedule, a third budget session will be held at the May 27" Work
Session. Mr. Whitmire stated that he has been through the budget and has some questions, as he was just
appointed to Council last month.

Interlocal Agreement for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control

City Planner, Jamie Watkins addressed Council regarding an interlocal agreement with Gaston County. The
city currently has an interlocal agreement in place with the County regarding soil erosion and sedimentation.
However, this agreement is over 20 years old and needs to be updated. Said interlocal agreement always
the County to administer part of the soil erosion and sediment control measures on the city’s behalf.

By motion of Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, the interlocal agreement was approved.

Interlocal Agreement for Stormwater Ordinance

City Planner, Jamie Watkins addressed Council regarding an interlocal agreement with Gaston County. The
city currently has an interlocal agreement in place with the County regarding stormwater enforcement.
However, this agreement is over 20 years old and needs to be updated. Said interlocal agreement always
the County to administer part of the stormwater control measures on the city’s behalf.

By motion of Allen Hook and unanimous vote, the interlocal agreement was approved.

Resolution- Lead & Copper Replacement (Phase 11)

City Manager, Josh Ross informed Council that a second resolution is needed for the lead and copper study.
This is a federally mandated initiative, and the city has received grant funds to complete the study. However,
now city staff is asking for approval of a resolution to allow phase two of the project to commence.

By motion Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, the resolution for the lead and copper replacements was
approved.

Downtown Development Board Appointments

City Clerk, Hydeia Hayes advised Council that the downtown development board met and held interviews
on Monday, April 28" with 7 candidates. Council liaison, Nellie Floyd stated that she and current board
members recommend that all of the members be appointed to the downtown development board.

By motion of Donnie Griffin and unanimous vote the following board appointments were made to the
downtown development board:

Paul “Demond” Richardson (May 2025- June 2025)
Richard Taylor (May 2025- June 2026)



Sohil Shah (May 2025- June 2026)
Steven Daniels (May 2025- June 2027)
Jeanneth Vasquez (May 2025- June 2027)
Morgan Smith (May 2025- June 2027)
Tillisha Durham (May 2025- June 2027)

Offer to Sell Property

City Manager, Josh Ross informed the board that the upset bid process for property at 112 West Virginia
Avenue has concluded. Since December 2024, the city has been conducting an upset bid process from a
starting offer of $230,000.

By motion of Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, an offer to purchase property at 112 W. Virginia Avenue
Parcel ID#120802 for $405,000.00 was permitted. City Council also permitted the City Manager to
consummate the sale.

Budget Amendment: Lead and Copper Study Project
By motion of Allen Hook and unanimous vote, a budget amendment regarding the Lead and Copper
Study project in the amount of $78,000 was approved.

Budget Amendment: Water Purchase (FEMA)
By motion of Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, a budget amendment regarding the purchasing of water
during Hurricane Helene in the amount of $181,985.00 was approved.

Budget Amendment: Helene Clean Up Funds (FEMA)
By motion of Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, a budget amendment regarding clean up funding related
to Hurricane Helene in the amount of $128,465.00 was approved.

Acceptance of Resignation - Downtown Development Board
By motion of Brenda Boyd and unanimous vote, William “Bill” Whitmire’s resignation from the Downtown
Development Board -as he has been appointed to Council- was approved.

City Manager’s Report
Clty Manager, Josh Ross, addressed the Board with the following:
The Down Home Festival was a wonderful time and he commended staff on their teamwork
across all departments.
- There is a new fact check page on the city’s website, designed to answer frequently asked
questions throughout the community.
- The FY 2025-2026 budget information is available online for public inspection.

Council General Discussion

Mayor Smith opened the floor for Council general discussion. Council Member, Bill Whitmire, inquired
about the budget process questions. City Manager, Josh Ross informed him that another budget session for
Council will be held at the May 27" Work Session. Further discussion can be held then. All of Council
commended city staff for their dedication and effort during the 37" Annual Down Home festival.

Adjournment
Being no further business to come before the board, by motion of Brenda Boyd and unanimous vote, the
meeting was adjourned at 8:18 PM.



Becky S. Smith, Mayor Hydeia Y. Hayes, City Clerk



