
Bessemer City Planning Board 

The Bessemer City Planning Board met in regular session on Monday, May 5th at 6:00 PM in 

the Council Chambers of City Hall. 

 

Members Present: 

Chairperson, Bruce Absher, Board Members: Pamela Gladney, Bryan Hoffman, Wendy Burgess, 

Charlene Hill, Manny Tsambourinery, and Linda Willis. City Staff Present: City Planner & 

Stormwater Administrator, Jamie Watkins and City Clerk, Hydeia Hayes.  

 

Call to Order and Determination of a Quorum 

Chairperson Absher called the Planning Board meeting to order and confirmed that a quorum 

was present (7/7). 

 

Adoption of the Agenda 

By motion of Manny Tsambourinery, the agenda was adopted.  

 

Planning Board Action Item 

By motion of Bryan Hoffman and unanimous vote, the April 7, 2025 meeting minutes were 

adopted with no revisions.  

 

Board Training 

Discussion was held amongst board members and City Planner, Jamie Watkins, regarding the 

following topics: 

- The implications of House Bill 765, Local Gov. Development Regulations Omnibus, on 

municipal planners’ ability to regulate development in North Carolina. 

- An upcoming MS4 audit.  

 

Old/New Business 

The following items were discussed:  

- Sue Ann Propst was hired as a business consultant by investors Sohil and Rocky. She 

attended the Planning Board meeting to discuss the potential establishment of an arcade at 

117 E. Virginia Avenue. City Planner Jamie Watkins outlined the current limitations within 

the Code of Ordinances and the Land Development Code but noted that a text amendment 

could be considered to accommodate the proposed business. 

 

Adjourn 

By motion of Manny Tsambourinery and unanimous vote, the meeting adjourned at 7:13 PM. 

 

___________________________    _____________________________ 

Bruce Absher, Chairperson     Hannah Dove, Acting Secretary 


