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CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
City Council Chambers
Monday, October 13, 2025 at 7:00 PM

MINUTES
Members Present
Mayor Becky S. Smith; Council Members Brenda Boyd, Bill Whitmire, Brent Guffey, Nellie Floyd, Donnie
Griffin, and Allen Hook were present. City Manager Josh Ross and City Attorney, Marshall Walker were
also present. A quorum was established.

Call to Order, Prayer, Pledge of Allegiance
Mayor Smith called the meeting to order. Nellie Floyd, Associate Pastor of St. James Baptist led the

audience in prayer. Mayor Smith led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Adjustment and Approval of the Agenda
By motion of Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, the October agenda was approved with no revisions.

Special Presentation

Check Presentation

Development Solutions Group (DSG) presented Mayor Smith and City Council with a $25,000 check to
fulfill a condition of a previously approved property rezoning.

Full-Time Fire Staff Recognition

Mayor and Council recognized the City’s three new full-time firefighter: Dylan Farris, Robert Morrow, and
Holden Harrelson. The Fire Department, historically volunteer-based, has transitioned to a combination
model this year, featuring both full-time and volunteer personnel.

Student Appreciation- Students from Bessemer City High School, Bessemer City Middle School, Bessemer
City Central Elementary School, Tryon Elementary, and Bessemer City Primary School were recognized
by their principals and City Council as part of the Student Appreciation Program:

Mrs. Doneen Johnson, Principal of Bessemer City High School, and Mayor Smith, recognized the following
students of the month: Emily Cisneros, 9" grade representative; Geno Scheck, 10" grade representative;
Aldair Villamil Guzman, 11" grade representative and Bayleigh McCarter, 12" grade representative.

Dr. Rebecca Wilson, Principal of Bessemer City Middle School, and Mayor Smith, recognized the
following students of the month: Braxton S. Mode, Uriel J. De La Cruz, and Avery D. Irby, 6" grade
representatives; Drayden S. Andrews and Sage A. Purington, 7" grade representatives; and Daniela Perez
Aguilar and Ulises G. Hernandez Martinez 8" grade representatives.



Ms. Latoria Gamble, Teacher at Bessemer City Central School, and Mayor Smith, recognized the following
students of the month: Eduardo Miguel Felipe; 3™ grade representative; 4" Skylar Rogers; and 5™ Andrea
Cisneros Saldana.

Ms. Mallory Gibby, Teacher at Bessemer City Primary and Mayor Smith, recognized the following students
of the month: Levi Ramirez, Kindergarten representative; Ariana Driscoll, 1st grade, and representative;
Abigail Flores, 2nd grade representative.

Mrs. Melissa Knicks, Principal of Tryon Elementary and Mayor Smith, recognized the following students
of the month: Charli Robinson, Kindergarten representative; Richard Venegas, 1% grade, Jupeth Carson, 2"
grade representative, Piper Davis, 3™ grade representative; Julie Venegas, 4" grade representative; and
Kynzlie Robinson, 5" grade representative.

Request to Speak/Opportunity for Public Comment
Mayor Smith opened the floor for public comment. The following came forth:

e Pamela Gladney of 502 East Ohio: Mrs. Gladney expressed concerns regarding the removal of two
trees at the dog park, questioning the necessity of the action and associated costs. Ms. Gladney also
raised issues regarding the damage to fencing and the stump removal process.

Consent Agenda
The following items on the Consent Agenda were unanimously approved by motion of Allen Hook:

1. Approval of Minutes: City Council will consider adopting the Meeting minutes of the
September 8, 2025 Regular Session.

2. Approval of Minutes: City Council will consider adopting the Meeting minutes of the
September 30, 2025 Work Session.

3. Street Closure- Christmas in the City Festival & Parade: City Staff is requesting a temporary
street closure of the 100 block of West, 100 Block East Virginia Avenue, 100 block of N. 12th,
100 block of N. 11th Street for the Parks & Recreation Christmas in the City festival, Parade, and
Community Tree Lighting on Sunday, November 23rd from 11:00 AM until 9:00 PM.

Public Hearing —Economic Development Grant Amendment (Trinity Capital/Edgewood85):

Alisha Summey with the Gaston County EDC addressed the board regarding an amendment to an existing
Level 4 Economic Development Incentive Agreement with Trinity Capital Advisors. Said amendment
adjusts the scope of the original 2022 Edgewood Industrial project, increasing total investment from $44
million to $60 million to accommodate a new user. The updated project will consist of approximately
500,000 square feet of industrial space. Ms. Summey emphasized that the City has not expended funds to
date, as incentives are performance-based and contingent on completion benchmarks.

By motion of Donnie Griffin and unanimous vote, the public hearing regarding the economic development
incentive was opened at 7:49 PM.

Mayor Smith asked if there was anyone present to speak in favor of the economic development incentive
amendment. There was none.



Mayor Smith asked if there was anyone present to speak in opposition of the economic development
incentive. There was none.

By motion of Brenda Boyd and unanimous vote, the public hearing regarding the economic development
incentive was closed at 7:50 PM.

Resolution Amending Economic Development Agreement (EDA) With Trinity Capital/Edgewood85
(Level 1V Investment)

By motion of Allen Hook and unanimous vote, the resolution amendment for the level 4 investment grant
was approved for Trinity Capital/Edgewood85.

Brownfields Agreement Approval

City Manager Josh Ross addressed the board regarding a proposed $486,500 agreement between the City
and Terracon Consultants, Inc. for environmental consulting services under the EPA Brownfields Grant.
Mr. Ross explained that the project is 100% grant-funded and focuses on assessing sites such as the
Bessemer City Oil property and other potential redevelopment areas downtown. Robert Brookshire with
Terracon stated that the work will encourage redevelopment of underutilized or potentially contaminated
sites and that additional grant funds could be sought for remediation, if necessary.

Council Member Bill Whitmire inquired about the mileage rate in the proposed agreement, noting that the
current federal rate is $0.70 per mile while Terracon’s rate is $0.80 per mile. Mr. Brookshire explained that
this rate aligns with EPA recommendations for projects of this caliber.

By motion of Bill Whitmire and unanimous vote, this item was tabled to the October 2025 Work Session
for consideration.

Resolution — Establishing Criteria for Design-Build

Council adopted a resolution establishing criteria for utilizing the design-build delivery method for the
construction of the new fire station. City Manager Ross explained that this single-contract approach allows
staff to issue an RFQ for a qualified design-build contractor, replicating successful fire station designs used
in other communities.

By motion of Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, the resolution regarding design build for the fire station
was adopted.

Adoption of Allan Farris Community Center Rental Rates
By motion of Donnie Grifin and unanimous vote, the following rental rates for the Allan Farris
Community Center will be assessed beginning January 1, 2026:

$750 for residents and $1,000 for non-residents for an 8-hour rental.

o $100 per additional hour.

« A refundable $250 security deposit and proof of rental insurance remain required.

« City staff may rent the facility once per calendar year at a reduced rate of $500.
City Manager’s Report

City Manager Ross gave updates on several projects:

e The Strategic Plan has been formally adopted and posted to the City website.



e The City is actively promoting volunteer and community engagement opportunities through
online platforms.

e A “BC Fact Check Sheet” has been created to help citizens find accurate information and submit
questions.

e Work continues on the Ella May Wiggins Mural, with an MOU and art agreement in final stages.

e Meritage Homes has partnered with the City to complete a sidewalk connection between a nearby
neighborhood and Stinger Park.

e Upcoming events include Trunk or Treat on Saturday, October 25, and the Creepy Crawl Fall
Festival on Sunday, October 26, from 1:00 PM to 6:00 PM.

e City staff and public safety personnel were commended for their ongoing dedication and
community service.

Council General Discussion

Mayor Smith opened the floor for discussion from Council. Council Member Bill Whitmire thanked the
Police and Fire Departments for their ongoing efforts and requested a follow-up discussion with the Police
Chief. Council Member Allen Hook congratulated the City’s new full-time firefighters. Council Member
Brent Guffey extended congratulations to the full-time fire staff. Council Member Donnie Griffin expressed
appreciation for both departments’ continued service and commitment.

Closed Session
By motion of Allen Hook and unanimous vote, City Council entered in to closed session to discuss a
personnel matter pursuant to NCGS143-318(a)(6) at 8:13 PM.

By motion of Donnie Griffin and unanimous vote, City Council came out of closed session at 8:40 PM.
No action was taken.

Adjournment
Being no further business to come before the board, by motion of Brenda Boyd and unanimous vote, the
meeting was adjourned at 8:41 PM.

Becky S. Smith, Mayor Hydeia Y. Hayes, City Clerk



