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CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
City Council Chambers
Monday, December 8, 2025 at 7:35 PM

MINUTES

Members Present

Mayor Becky S. Smith; Council Members Bill Whitmire, Allen Hook, Nellie Floyd, Manny Tsambouniery,
and Chris Harmon were present. City Manager Josh Ross and City Attorney, David Smith were also present.
Council member, Brenda Boyd was absent. A quorum was established.

Oath of Office
Mayor Smith administered the Oath of Office to Nellie Floyd, Manny Tsambouniery, and Chris Harmon.

Call to Order
Mayor Smith called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM.

Mayor Pro Tem — General Statutes direct that the City Council, at its organizational meeting, elect a mayor
pro tempore, who is to serve at its pleasure. The direct role of the pro tem is to preside over council meetings
in the mayor’s absence. While presiding, the mayor pro tem may vote as a council member but may not,
as chairing officer, vote to break atie. (In the absence of both the Mayor and Pro Tem, the council members
present may select a temporary presiding officer). City Council will select a Mayor Pro Tem for the 2025-
2027 Council session.

By motion of Allen Hook and unanimous vote, Manny Tsambouniery was selected as the Mayor Pro Tem.

Appointments

Centralina Council of Governments (CCOG)- This delegate serves as Bessemer City’s member of the COG
Board, which oversees the operation of the local Council of Governments. Meetings are held every quarter.
Council should appoint a delegate and an alternate delegate to the CCOG Board. Chris Harmon and Manny
Tsambouniery were appointed to serve as the representatives for the Board, by motion of Nellie Floyd and
unanimous vote.

Metropolitan Planning Organization- The Gaston-Cleveland-Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Organization
(GCLMPO) is a multi-jurisdictional entity made up of 34 local governments, NCDOT, USDOT, and other
providers of transportation services. Allen Hook was appointed to serve as the representative, and Becky S.
Smith as the alternate, by motion of Chris Harmon and unanimous vote.

ABC Board Liaison- While not a formal position, the ABC Board has requested for a number of years that
a Council member be appointed to serve as a liaison between the City and the ABC Board. Board meetings
are held monthly on the fourth Monday at 5:00 PM. Bill Whitmire was appointed to serve as the
representative for the Board, by motion of Manny Tsambouniery and unanimous vote.




Parks & Recreation Advisory Board- This Board is dedicated to making a great community and committed
to providing a safe and inviting parks and facilities in Bessemer City. Brenda Boyd was appointed to serve
as the representative for the Board, by motion of Allen Hook and unanimous vote.

Downtown Development Board- This Board is designed to inspire place making through building asset-
based economic development strategies that achieve measurable results such as investment, business
growth, and jobs. Nellie Floyd was appointed to serve as the representative for the Board, by motion of
Bill Whitmire and unanimous vote.

Request to Speak/Opportunity for Public Comment
Mayor Smith opened the floor for public comment. There was none.

Consent Agenda
The following items on the Consent Agenda were unanimously approved by motion of Allen Hook:

e 2026 Annual Meeting and Holiday Schedule- The annual meeting schedule for Council Regular
Meetings, Council Work Sessions, Planning Board/Board of Adjustments Meetings and holiday
schedule for the City of Bessemer City.

e Resolution of Authorization: City Council will consider approving a resolution that authorizes the
Ridge Runners to hold their annual event with certain guidelines on New Year's Eve.

Planning Board Resignation
By motion of Nellie Floyd and unanimous vote, Council accepting the resignation of Manny Tsambouniery
from the Planning & Zoning Board of Adjustment due to his recent election to City Council.

Establish Public Hearing — Amend Section 5.4 of LDC

By motion of Allen Hook and unanimous vote, City Council will hold a public hearing to hear public
comment regarding the amendment of section 5.4 in regards to stormwater regulation on Monday, January
12th, 2026 at 7:00 PM.

Board Appointments
By motion of Manny Tsambouniery and unanimous vote, Duane Carter was appointed to serve on the
Planning & Zoning Board of adjustments until June 30, 2028.

By motion of Nellie Floyd and unanimous vote, Sundra Carson was appointed to serve on the Planning &
Zoning Board of adjustments until June 30, 2027.

City Manager’s Report

City Manager Josh Ross reported that the City recently began a new tradition of recognizing an Employee
of the Year. In honor of the late Brad Kelly, a former City employee, Council approved naming the
Employee of the Year Service Award after him. This year’s award was presented to Brandon Willis, with
members of Brad Kelly’s family present to participate in the presentation.

Mr. Ross also announced that the City’s new Community and Economic Development Officer is scheduled
to begin employment in January 2026. He further noted that staff has been addressing numerous topics and
orientation matters to support the newly elected Council Members.

Council General Discussion
Mayor Smith opened the floor for discussion by the Council. Council Member Nellie Floyd expressed
gratitude to the voters, thanked God for the opportunity to serve, and conveyed her appreciation for the



community’s support. Council Member Allen Hook commented on the importance of volunteering time in
service to the City, congratulated the newly sworn-in Council Members, and thanked Donnie Griffin and
Brent Guffey for their service. Council Member Manny Tsambouniery stated that he was extremely excited
to serve and expressed appreciation for previous Ward 5 Council Member Brent Guffey’s service. Council
Member Chris Harmon thanked the citizens for their votes and stated that he was looking forward to getting
to work.

City Clerk Hydeia Hayes reminded Council that there would be no December work session and extended
holiday well wishes.

Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:16 PM, by motion of Donnie Griffin and
unanimous vote.

Becky S. Smith, Mayor Hydeia Y. Hayes, City Clerk



