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CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
City Council Chambers
Monday, November 10, 2025 at 7:00 PM

MINUTES
Members Present
Mayor Becky S. Smith; Council Members Brenda Boyd, Bill Whitmire, Brent Guffey, Nellie Floyd, Donnie
Griffin, and Allen Hook were present. City Manager Josh Ross and City Attorney, David Smith were also
present. A quorum was established.

Call to Order, Prayer, Pledge of Allegiance
Mayor Smith called the meeting to order. Zachary Bardsley, Lead Pastor of First Wesleyan Church led the

audience in prayer. Mayor Smith led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Adjustment and Approval of the Agenda
By motion of Brent Guffey and unanimous vote, the November agenda was approved with no revisions.

Special Presentation

Student Appreciation- Students from Bessemer City High School, Bessemer City Middle School, Bessemer
City Central Elementary School, Tryon Elementary, and Bessemer City Primary School were recognized
by their principals and City Council as part of the Student Appreciation Program:

Mrs. Doneen Johnson, Principal of Bessemer City High School, and Mayor Smith, recognized the following
students of the month: Eliza Jones, 9" grade representative; Riley Balala, 10" grade representative;
Brandon Grant, 11" grade representative and Paschon Crank, 12™ grade representative.

Dr. Rebecca Wilson, Principal of Bessemer City Middle School, and Mayor Smith, recognized the
following students of the month: Valery F. Deras, 6" grade representative; Avery T. Wilson and Wilton
Castro Mendez, 7™ grade representatives; and Zara H. Bailey 8" grade representative.

Mrs. Erin Morehead, Guidance Counselor at Bessemer City Primary and Mayor Smith, recognized the
following students of the month: Veronica Tacy; 3™ grade representative; Kensley Ramsey, 4™ grade
representative; and Jonathan Mejia Tum, 5" grade representative.

Mrs. Erin Morehead, Guidance Counselor at Bessemer City Primary and Mayor Smith, recognized the
following students of the month: Atlas Ramsey, Kindergarten representative; Dylan Dorsey, 1st grade, and
representative; Frida Lara Contreras, 2nd grade representative.

Mrs. Melissa Knicks, Principal of Tryon Elementary and Mayor Smith, recognized the following students
of the month: Joseph Dylan Edwards, Kindergarten representative; Marley Williams, 1% grade, Gracelyn
Payne, 2" grade representative, Madelyn Welch, 3™ grade representative; Hunter Rathburn, 4" grade
representative; and Alanna Sherer, 5" grade representative.



Request to Speak/Opportunity for Public Comment
Mayor Smith opened the floor for public comment. The following came forth:

e Pamela Gladney of 502 East Ohio: Mrs. Gladney expressed concerns regarding the removal of two
trees at the dog park, questioning the necessity of the action and associated costs. Ms. Gladney also
raised issues regarding the damage to fencing and the stump removal process.

Consent Agenda
The following items on the Consent Agenda were unanimously approved by motion of Allen Hook:

1. Approval of Minutes: City Council will consider adopting the Meeting minutes of October 13,
2025 Regular Session.

2. Approval of Minutes: City Council will consider adopting the Meeting minutes of the October
28, 2025 Work Session.

Proclamation - Veteran’s Day
Mayor, Becky S. Smith read the Veteran’s Day Proclamation aloud and declared November 11, 2025 as
Veteran's Day in Bessemer City.

By motion of Brenda Boyd and unanimous vote, the proclamation was adopted. A copy of the proclamation
is available at City Hall.

Establish Public Hearing — Stormwater Board
By motion of Donnie Griffin and unanimous vote, a public hearing will be on Monday, December 8, 2025,
at 7:00 PM to receive public comment on the establishment of Stormwater Board.

Establish Annual Planning Retreat
By motion of Allen Hook and unanimous vote, City Council will hold their annual Planning Retreat on
Thursday, February 26 and Friday, February 27, 2026 at Dhollandia in Southridge Business Park.

City Manager’s Report
City Manager Ross gave updates on several projects:

e The Strategic Plan is posted on the City’s website and is regularly updated with progress and
associated tasks.

e The BC Fact Check page is available online to address citizen questions and dispel misinformation
about city operations.

e The Dog Park Grand Opening will take place on Thursday, November 13" at 4 PM. The project
was completed in partnership with a local Boy Scout and is located near Field 1 at Kevin
Millwood Park.

e The Annual Fire Department BBQ Sale will take place Friday, November 14" and Saturday,
November 15", offering a chance for residents to meet local firefighters and support their
fundraising efforts.

e Upcoming community events include:

o Chamber Annual Dinner — Tuesday, November 18 at 6:00 PM
o Community Thanksgiving Meal — Saturday, November 22 at 11:00 AM
o Christmas in the City Festival, Parade, and Tree Lighting — Sunday, November 23 at 4 PM



e The City received a $25,000 Enbridge Gas Grant, which will be used for radio and software
upgrades.

e A pre-submittal meeting was held for the Public Safety Project, the new fire station and renovation
of the existing station.

e The City continues work on the Brownfields Assessment Grant, a 100% grant-funded
environmental project.

Council General Discussion

Mayor Smith opened the floor for discussion from Council. Council Member Donnie Griffin congratulated
Council Member Nellie Floyd and the newly elected officials, expressing appreciation for those currently
serving.

Adjournment
Being no further business to come before the board, by motion of Brenda Boyd and unanimous vote, the
meeting was adjourned at 7:36 PM.

Becky S. Smith, Mayor Hydeia Y. Hayes, City Clerk



