Bessemer City Planning Board

The Bessemer City Planning Board met in regular session on Monday, October 3, 2025 at 6:00
PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.

Members Present:

Board Members: Pamela Gladney, Wendy Burgess, Constantine Tsambouniery and Linda Willis.
City Staff Present: City Planner & Stormwater Administrator, Jamie Watkins and City Clerk,
Hydeia Hayes

Call to Order and Determination of a Quorum
Acting Chairperson, Linda Willis called the meeting to order and confirmed that a quorum was
present with four of six members in attendance (4/6).

Adoption of the Agenda
By motion of Constantine Tsambouniery and unanimous vote, the agenda was adopted.

Planning Board Action Item
The following items were presented for discussion and recommendation:

1. Approval of Minutes — June 2, 2025
By motion of Linda Willis and unanimous vote, the June 2, 2025, meeting minutes were
adopted with no revisions.

2. Approval of Minutes — August 28, 2025
By motion of Wendy Burgess and unanimous vote, the August 28, 2025, meeting minutes
were adopted with no revisions.

Stormwater Management Plan (SWMP) Re-Write Update

Jamie Watkins provided an update on the City’s Stormwater Management Plan (SWMP) re-write,
noting that it is required every five years as part of the permit cycle. Each SWMP addresses six
minimum measures including public education and outreach, public involvement, and hydrant
inspections.

Ms. Watkins discussed recent litter sweep activities and mentioned upcoming opportunities to
fulfill outreach and cleanup goals, including proposed cleanup at the Long Creek Watershed and
Vantine Cemetery area. Two potential sites near the end of Virginia Avenue were also identified
as possible cleanup areas.

Board of Adjustment (BOA) Training — Quasi-Judicial Procedures

The Board received refresher training on appeals of administrative decisions and the quasi-judicial
process. The training included an overview of procedural requirements, such as the 30-day appeal
period, notice to property owners, and evidentiary hearing standards. Members reviewed the




process for establishing legal standing, swearing in witnesses, and ensuring that only competent
evidence is considered during deliberations. A case is anticipated to come before the Board in
November or December 2025.

Old/New Business
Due to increased work obligations, board member, Bryan Hoffman must resign from the board.

The Board discussed the upcoming interview process for new members. Interviews are scheduled
to be held on Monday, November 3, 2025, at 5:30 PM. City Clerk, Hydeia will send board
applications, interview questions, and interview guidelines to the board before the meeting.

Adjourn
By motion of Linda Willis and unanimous vote, the meeting adjourned at 6:49 PM.

Linda Willis, Acting Chairperson Hydeia Hayes, City Clerk



