
 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

June 15, 2021 at 5:30 PM  

Council Meeting Room, 101 North State Street, 
Abbeville, Louisiana 70510 

 

AGENDA 

NOTICE POSTED:  June 14, 2021 at 4:00 P.M.  

REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS 

             Call to Order by Mayor 
             Roll Call by Kathy Faulk  
             Prayer 
             Pledge  

PERSONNEL 

1. Appointment of Street Maintenance Foreman in the Street Maintenance Department. 

APPROVAL OF BILLS 

1. To ratify bills paid in the month of May 2021. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
                  (To allow comments on any of the following items prior to action.) 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Public hearing for comments pertaining to an ordinance to adopt the Centerpoint Energy Franchise 

Fee proposal. 

2. To accept the recommendation of the ordinance committee from their meeting held on May 18, 2021 

to adopt an ordinance adopting the Centerpoint Energy Franchise Fee proposal. 

3. Mr. Richard Primeaux to discuss flooding in District D - Councilwoman Terry Broussard. 

4. To adopt a resolution requesting Louisiana and Delta Railroad to remove all structures which were 

part of the old railroad bridge which crosses the Vermilion River. 

5. To adopt a resolution requesting Louisiana DOTD to repair and/or replace the pylons and wings 

associated with the bridge located on Louisiana Highway 14/Port-Pere Megret Streets. 

6. To adopt a resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute the Airport Coronavirus Response Grant 

Program grant agreement with FAA. 

7. To grant a variance to allow Mrs. Amiee Louise Powell to place a 2007 mobile home at 409 Louis 

Drive which is a no mobile home zone - Councilwoman Roslyn White. 

8. To grant a variance for Ms. Debra Coleman to move a 1996 mobile home to 1314 Green Street.  The 

variance is needed because of the age of the mobile home - Councilwoman Terry Broussard. 

9. To submit two names to fill one vacancy on the Abbeville Harbor and Terminal Board. The vacancy is 

a result of the expiring term of Mr. Jimmie Steen's seat on June 30, 2021. 

10. To appoint one member to the Municipal Employees Civil Service Board to fill the vacancy created by 

the resignation of Mr. Joseph Vallee'. 

11. To approve payment of partial payment #2 in the amount of $207,317.57 payable to LA Contracting 

Enterprise, LLC for the Flood Damage Reduction & Drainage Improvements project. 

12. To approve partial payment estimate #1 and charge order #1 for the Downtown Main Street Drainage 

Outlet Repair Project. 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. None. 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS AND UPDATES 

1.        Engineers  

2.        Parks and Recreation Director 
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3.        Police Chief 

4.        Fire Chief 

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 

1.        Council Members 

ADJOURN 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, 

if you need special assistance, please contact 
Mayor Mark Piazza’s office at 337-893-8550, 
describing the assistance that is necessary. 

























































ORDINANCE NO. _______________ 

 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING CENTERPOINT ENERGY RESOURCES CORP., D/B/A 

CENTERPOINT ENERGY LOUISIANA GAS, THE RIGHT TO CONSTRUCT, INSTALL, 

OPERATE AND MAINTAIN FACILITIES FOR THE TRANSPORTATION, DISTRIBUTION 

AND SALE OF GAS IN THE MUNICIPALITY AND, FOR SUCH PURPOSES, TO USE AND 

EXCAVATE IN THE PUBLIC HIGHWAYS, STREETS, SIDEWALKS, ALLEYS, SQUARES, 

COMMONS, GROUNDS, AND OTHER PUBLICLY OWNED AREAS AND LEVYING A 

FRANCHISE (PRIVILEGE) TAX FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ABBEVILLE, 

LOUISIANA: 

 

CenterPoint Energy Resources Corp., d/b/a CenterPoint Energy Louisiana Gas, its successors and 

assigns, hereinafter called “Grantee,” is hereby granted the right to construct, install, operate and 

maintain in this municipality, as now and hereafter constituted, pipelines and related facilities for 

the transportation, distribution and sale of gas and for such purposes to use, and excavate in, the 

public highways, bridges, streets, sidewalks, alleys, squares, commons, grounds and other publicly 

owned areas of the City of Abbeville, hereinafter called “Municipality,” for a period of twenty-

five (25) years.   

 

Grantee’s facilities shall be installed and operated in a workman like manner, and this Municipality 

shall be held harmless from any damages caused by the negligence of Grantee’s employees in the 

course of their employment.  Grantee shall tunnel beneath paved streets, sidewalks and alleys 

wherever practical in laying and replacing mains.  Grantee shall refill its excavations and restore 

sidewalks and pavements promptly, and if this is not done within a reasonable time then it may be 

done by the Municipality at Grantee’s expense.  Grantee’s lines shall be laid so as not to interfere 

with the present sewer and/or water system, and if a new sewer and/or water line crosses Grantee’s 

pipeline at the same level, then this Municipality may, if Grantee has not done so after reasonable 

notice, raise or lower Grantee’s line at Grantee’s expense but only under Grantee’s supervision.  

However, if any relocation of Grantee’s pipelines and/or related facilities is required as a result of 

any project of the United States federal government or any project financed in whole or in part by 

the United States federal government, then the Municipality shall pay Grantee the costs and 

expenses incurred by Grantee in relocating Grantee’s pipelines and/or related facilities up to but 

not greater than the total finances provided in connection with any such project by the United 

States federal government. 

 

This Municipality may inspect Grantee’s construction work at any time, or have said work 

inspected by a qualified engineer. 

 

The point of delivery of gas to the consumer shall be at the inlet to the consumer’s meter, and 

service pipe and facilities necessary to safely receive and utilize the gas at and beyond that point 

of delivery shall be furnished and maintained by the consumer, except that Grantee shall furnish 

and connect the gas meter.  Title to all equipment installed by Grantee shall remain in Grantee, 

and Grantee shall have the unqualified right to use, extend, repair, replace, change, abandon or 

remove facilities installed under the authority of this grant or any other facilities as it may 

determine to be necessary or desirable from time to time in the conduct of its business.  Grantee 

will not be obligated to commence, extend or continue any particular gas service by means of 

facilities installed under the authority of this grant or any other facilities except as Grantee may 

determine the prudent management and use of its present and future gas supply and facilities to 

permit and in accordance with Grantee’s applicable rates, rules, regulations, policies and 

procedures, including curtailment procedures, as the same may exist and be changed from time to 

time.   Grantee may promulgate and enforce reasonable rules, regulations and requirements 

governing the sale, delivery, receipt and use of gas furnished by Grantee and the commencement 

and discontinuance of gas service. 

 

Grantee’s rates currently effective in this Municipality for gas service shall continue in effect until 

raised or lowered in the manner provided by law.   
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In consideration of this grant, beginning on the date Grantee files its written acceptance of this 

ordinance and thereafter for as long as this ordinance remains in effect in accordance with its terms, 

Grantee shall pay to the City of Abbeville four and a half percent (4.5%) of Grantee’s gross receipts 

from gas sales to residential and commercial customers located inside the city limits.  Amounts 

due hereunder shall be computed annually, and payments shall be made within thirty (30) days 

after the expiration of the year with respect to which payment is due. 

 

In the event Grantee agrees during the life of this franchise to make larger franchise payments to 

any municipality with whom it has or secures a franchise than the franchise payment provided for 

herein, then and in that event the franchise payment to be made to the City of Abbeville shall be 

increased accordingly.  Should Grantee provide any other municipality with which it has a 

franchise with any other benefits under such a franchise, then, at the option of the City of Abbeville 

Grantee shall extend such benefits in a proportionate manner to the City of Abbeville. 

 

This franchise ordinance will not be effective unless it is accepted by Grantee by written notice 

delivered or mailed to the Mayor within 90 days after the date of its passage and publication as 

required by law. 

 

Upon its timely acceptance this ordinance shall continue in effect for a period of twenty-five (25) 

years from the date of its passage and approval as indicated below. 

 

The provisions hereof are intended to be separate and severable, and the holding of any portion 

hereof to be invalid shall not affect the other portions. 

 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS ______ day of June, 2021. 

 

 

 

ATTEST:  ___________________________  ______________________________ 

       KATHLEEN S. FAULK, Clerk   MARK F. PIAZZA, Mayor 

 





RESOLUTION NO.: R-21-___ 

 

BE IT KNOWN AND REMEMBERED, that pursuant to a public notice, a 

regularly scheduled meeting of the City Council of the City of Abbeville was held 

on the 15th day of June, 2021, commencing at 5:30 o’clock p.m. at City Hall, 101 

North State Street, Abbeville, Louisiana, where the following resolution was 

moved, duly seconded, passed and adopted, to-wit: 
 

WHEREAS, Louisiana & Delta Railroad, believed to be a subsidiary of 

Union Pacific Railroad is the owner of the “Midland Branch” of said railroad 

tracks which ran from New Iberia, through Abbeville, crossing the Vermilion 

River to continue to Kaplan; and  

 

WHEREAS, based on information and belief the Midland Branch now 

terminates in Abbeville on the eastern bank of the Vermilion River; and 

 

WHEREAS, the bridge which once joined the east bank to the west bank of 

the Vermilion River, is no longer in use, but is still affixed to the river bottom and 

rises above the river; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Vermilion River provides the primary drainage outfall for 

a large portion of Acadiana and particularly for Abbeville and the majority of both 

Vermilion and Lafayette Parishes; and 

 

WHEREAS, the unobstructed flow of storm water in the river is critical to 

the proper drainage of the property surrounding it: and 

 

WHEREAS, any structure located within the banks of the river has the 

potential to accumulate vegetative debris which reduces the available cross section 

of the river to convey said storm water causing increases in the upstream water 

surfaces and potential flooding; and 

 

WHEREAS, Louisiana & Delta’s support structure for the railroad crossing 

of the river, which now stands abandoned and serves no function, is such a 

structure. 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council, as the 

governing authority of said city, does hereby request that the owner of the subject 

railroad facility, which is believed to be Louisiana & Delta Railroad, remove this 

abandoned support structure in order to provide a clear cross section to the 



Vermilion River in this area, which will benefit all the residents of the watershed 

located upstream therefrom.  
 

APPROVED AND ADOPTED on this 15th day of June, 2021.  

 

 

 

______________________________  ____________________________ 

Hon. Mark F. Piazza, Mayor   Mr. Francis J. Plaisance 
       Councilman at Large 

 

 

______________________________  ____________________________ 

Ms. Roslyn R. White    Mr. Francis Touchet, Jr. 
Councilwoman District A    Mayor Pro-Tem/Councilman District B 

 

 

______________________________  ____________________________ 

Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr.    Ms. Terry Y. Broussard 
Councilman District C    Councilwoman District D 

 

C E R T I F I C A T E 

 

 

I, Kathleen S. Faulk, the duly qualified and appointed Clerk of the City of 

Abbeville, State of Louisiana, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing 

resolution was duly approved at the regular meeting of the Mayor and City Council 

of the City of Abbeville held on June 15, 2021. 

 

THUS DONE AND SIGNED in Abbeville, Louisiana on this _____ day of 

June, 2021. 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Kathleen S. Faulk, City Secretary/Treasurer 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO.: R-21-___ 

 

BE IT KNOWN AND REMEMBERED, that pursuant to a public notice, a 

regularly scheduled meeting of the City Council of the City of Abbeville was held 

on the 15th day of June, 2021, commencing at 5:30 o’clock p.m. at City Hall, 101 

North State Street, Abbeville, Louisiana, where the following resolution was 

moved, duly seconded, passed and adopted, to-wit: 
 

WHERE AS, the bridge spanning the Vermilion River on Louisiana State 

Highway 14 (also known as Port and Pere Megret Streets) is owned and 

maintained by the State of Louisiana, Department of Transportation and 

Development (DOTD); and 

 

WHERE AS, a casual inspection of the bridge reveals that the wooden 

structures designed to prevent river traffic from colliding with and damaging the 

concrete footings of the structure (hereinafter referred to as “wings”) are in a state 

of such disrepair that they no longer fulfill their designed function; and 

 

WHERE AS, the wings, in their current state of disrepair, collect debris 

floating in the Vermilion River and thereby impede the natural flow of said river, 

thus increasing the likelihood of rising river water, and 

 

WHERE AS, the Gulf Coast of Louisiana has been inundated with 

numerous, and sometime, violent rain and wind storms which add to the potential 

of a flooding event like the one in August of 2016; and 

 

WHERE AS, the 2021 Hurricane Season has begun with a forecasted of six 

to nine storms making landfall. 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council, as governing 

authority of the City of Abbeville, does hereby formally request that the DOTD 

inspect the bridge, its wings and their substructure, and thereafter do and perform 

all the repair and/or maintenance work thereon in a timely fashion in accordance 

with the best practices of a duly diligent property owner under the circumstances. 

 

 

 



APPROVED AND ADOPTED on this 15th day of June, 2021. 

 

 

______________________________  ____________________________ 

Hon. Mark F. Piazza, Mayor   Mr. Francis J. Plaisance 
       Councilman at Large 

 

 

______________________________  ____________________________ 

Ms. Roslyn R. White    Mr. Francis Touchet, Jr. 
Councilwoman District A    Mayor Pro-Tem/Councilman District B 

 

 

______________________________  ____________________________ 

Mr. Brady Broussard, Jr.    Ms. Terry Y. Broussard 
Councilman District C    Councilwoman District D 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C E R T I F I C A T E 

 

 

I, Kathleen S. Faulk, the duly qualified and appointed Clerk of the City of 

Abbeville, State of Louisiana, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing 

resolution was duly approved at the regular meeting of the Mayor and City Council 

of the City of Abbeville held on June 15, 2021. 

 

THUS DONE AND SIGNED in Abbeville, Louisiana on this _____ day of 

June, 2021. 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Kathleen S. Faulk, City Secretary/Treasurer 
 

 

 

 



The City of Abbeville, Parish of Vermilion, met in regular session on June 15, 2021. The
following resolution was offered by                                                                        and seconded
by                                                                             .

R E S O L U T I O N   N O. _______

A resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute an Agreement with the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) for funds to be used for purposes directly related to the Abbeville Chris
Crusta Memorial Airport.

WHEREAS, the Airports Coronavirus Response Grant Program (ACRGP) grant is
provided in accordance with the Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations
(CRRSA) Act (Division M of Public Law 116-260) to provide eligible Sponsors with funding
for costs related to operations, personnel, cleaning, sanitization, janitorial services, combating
the spread of pathogens at the airport and debt service payments; and

WHEREAS, the City of Abbeville has submitted to the FAA an ACRGP Application
requesting funds for purposes directly related to the Abbeville Chris Crusta Memorial Airport;
and

WHEREAS, the FAA has approved the Grant Application and desires to cooperate with
the City of Abbeville according to the terms and conditions identified in said Agreement; and

WHEREAS, the FAA will provide and reimburse the City of Abbeville up to $13,000
in funds for purposes directly related to the airport.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Abbeville that it does hereby
authorize the Mayor to execute said Agreement, for funds to be used for purposes directly related
to the Abbeville Chris Crusta Memorial Airport, identified as FAA ACRGP Grant No. 3-22-
0001-021-2021.

This resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its adoption.

This aforesaid resolution, having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows:

YEAS:

NAYS:

ABSENT:

 

WHEREUPON, the resolution was declared adopted on the         day of                , 2021.

CITY OF ABBEVILLE

BY:
Signature

Kathy Faulk
Typed or Printed Name

TITLE: Secretary-Treasurer
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